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GERRI HARBISON - THE EPITOME OF A PUBLIC SERVANT...
AND SO MUCH MORE!

On Saturday, January 2, our Montgomery Community
was shattered with the passing of long-time City Council
member and former Mayor Gerri Harbison.

What began as a family attending the Montgomery
Independence Day Parade and a visit to Montgomery
Park to watch the annual Little League baseball game
turned into more than 25 years of public service to the
community she so dearly loved.

After returning home, Gerri said to her husband Mike,
“You know, at the baseball game in Montgomery Park
after the parade, there was only one vendor serving cans
of soda out of a cooler, and hot dogs. There should be so
much more than that.” And so, it began.

Gerri quickly became involved by becoming a member of
Montgomery’s Bicentennial Commission in 1994-1995. She
also spearheaded the annual Independence Day Festival
in Montgomery Park since 1995.

Gerri was Chair of the Sister Cities Commission from 1997-
1999 after first joining the Commission in 1996 and led the
Bastille Day Celebration in 1999.

Her volunteer experiences with Montgomery’s Boards and
Commissions prompted her to run for City Council. She
was first elected in 1999, serving as one of your elected
officials until she passed, including being Mayor from
2005-2011. Through the years, Gerri served as the City
Council Liaison to several committees, including Financial
Planning, Parks and Recreation, Government Affairs, and
Law and Safety.

In addition, Gerri led education and cultural exchanges . )
with Montgomery’s Sister City, Neuilly-Plaisance, France, Gerri Harbison
in 1999, 2005, 2012, and 2014. She was a charter member
of the Montgomery Chamber of Commerce and was an
original member of Montgomery’s Diversity and Inclusion
Committee, which began in 2018.

Former Mayor and long-time
City Council Member
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IN LOVING MEMORY....

Continued from cover

In 2016, Gerri was honored by the Rotary Club of Northeast Cincinnati
with the “Citizen of the Year” Award.

Gerri was a true champion for our Montgomery Community. You
knew which side of any issue Gerri was on as she did not hold
back her thoughts and opinions but always made her decision with
Montgomery’s best interest at heart.

And then there was the softer side of Gerri, the person who over the
years sent out hundreds, if not thousands, of cards with personalized
notes to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, or other life achievements.
There were cards to offer condolences, support, and encouragement to
someone going through a difficult time, and there were those merely to
say “hello” and “I’'m thinking about you.”

Gerri certainly was the epitome of a public servant and served her
Montgomery community so well, but she was also so much more. She
was a loving wife and mother, a woman of faith, a leader, a visionary, a
mentor, and a dear friend to so many people.

She was beloved by her fellow Council members and our Montgomery
staff and will forever live in our hearts.

“Our Montgomery family and community lost a champion
and dear friend in Gerri. She has left her imprint on our
organization and throughout our community, and her legacy
will forever live on.”

- City Manager, Brian Riblet

“l wouldn’t be Mayor if not for Gerri’s guidance and
encouragement over the years. Because of Gerri, Montgomery
is a better community, and | am a better person. She was a
colleague, mentor and most importantly a dear friend.”

- Mayor, Chris Dobrozsi

Rest in Peace, Gerri!
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COUNCIL CORNER

Montgomery City Council met in its regular monthly Work Session on January 20, 2021 as a hybrid meeting at
City Hall and via teleconference. Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m., with public comment welcomed on each item
before City Council.

Pending Legislation
An Ordinance Modifying Section 132.14, Noise, of The Montgomery Code of Ordinances (Tabled) reading)

RECENT COUNCIL ACTION - Approved Legislation
January 6, 2021

RESOLUTION 12021

A Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Reaffirm the City’s Contract with National Inspection Corporation for
Professional Services to Serve as Building Official and to Provide Plan Review and Field Inspection Authority and
Services for the City’s Building Department for the Calendar Year 2021

JANUARY 20, 2021 WORK SESSION

RESOLUTION 2 2021
A Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into a Contract with CT Consultants, Inc. for Professional Services
Related to General Engineering and Architectural Services for Calendar Year 2021 (XX)

RESOLUTION 3 2021

A Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a 2021 Spartan/Summit Metro Star Rescue Pumper from Summit Fire
Apparatus and Custom Rescue Fabricators (XXX)

ORDINANCE 12021

An Ordinance Appropriating $500,000 From the Vintage Club TIF Fund for Fiscal Year 2021 As Authorized by
Amended Senate Bill #4 (XXXX)

These pieces of approved legislation can be reviewed on the City’s website at www.montgomeryohio.org

HATS OFF...

Hats Off. .. to all the Montgomery Woman’s Club
members, Beautification and Tree Commissioners,

and individual volunteers for all their work on the

Holiday Decorating Project Takedown. Along with City
Public Works staff members, these volunteers spent

a morning preparing all the decorations for storage.

This is a tremendous project that is coordinated by

the Montgomery Woman’s Club’s Community Service
Downtown Decorating Program and the City of
Montgomery Public Works Department. These two
groups will soon start getting the decorations ready for
the winter of 2021. A great big winter cap Hats Off to the
Montgomery Woman’s Club members, Beautification and
Tree Commissioners, Public Works staff members, and

individual volunteers for all their work on the last phase of Darla Hall, member of the Beautification & Tree
this year-long project. Commission, prepares holiday decorations for storage.

HATS OFF!
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SYCAMORE STUDENTS RECOGNIZE
MONTGOMERY’S HISTORY THROUGH A
MOBILE APP

A team of Sycamore High School students recently created a mobile app
called ‘Our History’ that highlights Montgomery’s history and historic
Landmarks. Sycamore High School Seniors Norah Pack and Blake Rile, and
Eli Cohen, currently in his first year at Washington University in St. Louis,
volunteered their time and talents over the past year to create the app.

The City of Montgomery has retained many historical buildings, 32
designated as local Landmarks. The ‘Our History’ app provides audio
presentations, text, and pictures of each of these unique properties. Also
included are several photos and stories that help share Montgomery’s
history with the community.

The team started working on the app during the early months of 2020,
before the COVID-19 Pandemic. However, the Pandemic did not stop the
team from persevering. “We went through the learning process of moving
the entire operation to a virtual setting and working on the same project
from different locations due to the pandemic,” said Norah Pack, Sycamore
High School student.

“The City of Montgomery enjoys a strong partnership with Sycamore
Community Schools. This creative app created by Norah, Blake, and Eli is
another example of how a valued relationship can produce win-win results
for the students and the City,” said City Manager Brian Riblet.

Each student received a $750 scholarship to recognize their efforts and
help them further their educational goals.

The ‘Our History’ app is available in the Apple App Store.

For more information, visit montgomeryohio.org/montgomery-history-app.

DID YOU KNOW...

In the early 1930’s the 224 acre farm located at
the corner of Cooper and Zig Zag roads was
developed into a golf course. The owners hired
Indianapolis golf course architect Bill Diddle, who
is known as one of America’s great golf architects
to design the course. The first nine holes were
built, then a second and a third were added. The
course also included a clubhouse and restaurant
and bar called “The 19th Hole”. The course was
closed and altered in 1965 when I-71 was routed
along the western edge and when Cross County
Highway was constructed the Cooper Road “back
nine” section was sold for a housing development
called Village Green. The golf course ceased
operations in 1976 when it was sold to developers
who built the 176 lot subdivision, Swaim Field.
The adjacent Swaim Park was also originally part
of the golf course and Todd Pond was the water
hazard at the 18th hole.
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ADDITION TO BETHESDA NORTH HOSPITAL APPROVED

The Planning Commission approved a Final Development Site Plan on December 3 to allow for an addition to Bethesda
North Hospital. The two-story addition is approximately 16,500 square feet in the location of the existing ‘vendor-lot’. It will
provide space for GlI/Endoscopy on the lower level and Cardiology/Cath labs on the first level. Due to the location of the
addition, the existing helipad will need to be temporarily relocated for safety reasons for a period of approximately four
months. The temporary location of the helipad will be in Lot 1 on the southwest corner of the Hospital Campus near the
intersection of Montgomery Road and Radabaugh Drive.

For more information on this project, contact Tracy Henao, Assistant City Manager / Acting Community Development
Director at thenao@montgomeryohio.org or 513-792-8312.

HONORING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Black History Month is a remembrance of important people and events in the
history of African diaspora. Originating as part of an initiative by Dr. Carter G.
Woodson in 1926, it was Woodson’s idea that recognition should occur the
second week of February, bookmarked between the birthdays of Frederick
Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. Decades later, this evolved into Black History
Month and nationally recognized since 1976.

Important Dates in Black History

1809 Abraham Lincoln born 1919 Pan-African Congress organized in Paris

1818 Fredrick Douglas born 1964 Civil Rights Act of 1964 passed

1865 13th amendment passed 1983 1st African American astronaut in space

1870 15th amendment passed 2001 Colin Powell-1st African American Secretary of State
1870 Hiram Revels-1st African American US Senator 2008 Barack Obama-Tst African American President

1902 Langston Hughes born
1909 NAACP founded
1913 Rosa Parks born
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COMING SOON! TAX CONNECT ON-LINE FILING

The City of Montgomery is happy to announce that E-File and E-Pay services will

be available in February of 2021. These new services offer taxpayers a convenient
and secure way to file and pay taxes online. The City of Montgomery is encouraging
residents to save paper and skip printing, writing, envelopes, stamps, and checks. To
utilize these services, please visit the Montgomery Tax Page at montgomeryohio.org
or call our office at 513-792-8333. There is no fee for E-file; however, fees may apply
to online payments.

2020 REFUNDS AND WORKPLACE LOCATION

On March 27, 2020, Governor DeWine signed HB 197, which requires employers to continue to remit local withholding tax
to the employee’s ‘Principal Place of Business’, including those employees who were required to work remotely because
of the COVID-19 emergency. This legislation prohibits an employee from claiming a refund or overpayment based on days
not worked at their place of business due to Covid-19.

PARK SHELTER RESERVATIONS OPEN MARCH 1

Reservations of Montgomery park shelters will be available
from Monday, March 1, through Sunday, October 31. Park shelter
reservations may be made online or in-person at City Hall.
Reservations are not available over the phone.

Park shelter reservations are only available to Montgomery residents,
businesses, and employees of Montgomery businesses. Nonresidents
may use the shelters on a first-come, first-serve basis as long as there
is no reservation. A reservation list is posted at each park shelter.

For further information, please call Montgomery City Hall at 513-891-
2424. Reservations can be made online at www.montgomeryohio.org/
shelter-and-lodge-reservations.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES - JOIN A COMMISSION

The City is looking for individuals to commit to being more involved in the leadership of their community. One of the
following City Boards/Commissions might be the place to do so. The initial step in getting involved is attending an
upcoming virtual meeting of the commission you are interested in to learn more about their project work and meet the
current members.

Beautification and Tree Commission

The Beautification and Tree Commission annually develops and updates a plan for the care of trees, shrubs, and flowers in
all public areas. Commission activities include Beautification Week flower planting, Garden Tour, Arbor Day Celebrations,
Tree City USA recognition, Plant Swaps, and more. Meetings are schedule for the first Monday of each month at 9:00 a.m.

Landmarks Commission

Members are responsible for the preservation of Montgomery’s historical, architectural, and archaeological heritage. The
commission conducts research and provides continuing education to foster awareness of the City’s heritage. Commission
members assist with various annual special events. Meetings are scheduled for the second Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m.

There are no special qualifications required to volunteer for any Montgomery board or commission.

For further information and/or to apply for one of the above positions, contact DeAnna Gross, volunteer coordinator, at
513-792-8329 or dgross@montgomeryohio.org.
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REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THOSE PLASTIC TUBS NOW

Beginning in January this year, Rumpke began accepting plastic tubs
as part of its recycling program. Yogurt cups, butter tubs, sour cream
tubs, and fruit cups are among the items that can now be tossed into
your recycling tote. Remember to attach the lids to the tubs that
come with them.

These items will find new life through Rumpke’s enhanced recycling
program and reduce what goes to our landfills.

For more information on recyclable materials, visit our website at
montgomeryohio.org.

RECYCLE YOUR STYROFOAM/EPS

Styrofoam (expanded polystyrene) is a commonly used product because of its insulating and rigid properties. This
material is used in such things as insulation, beverage cups, food “clamshells,” and packing/packaging materials. The
downside of Styrofoam is that it degrades very slowly over hundreds of years when placed in landfills. Until now, there
was not a readily available place to recycle this material; however, Ohio has a new Styrofoam/EPS Consumer Drop Off
program, and it is just minutes from Montgomery!

Eco Development in Mason, Ohio, is now offering an opportunity to recycle Styrofoam/EPS products and keep them out
of our landfills and oceans. The drop-off center is located at 4219 U.S. State Route 42 in Mason. Access points to the
drop off center are located both on Bethany Road as well as Route 42. The drop-off building is located in the rear of the
recycling plant; look for a building for drop-off items and a green sign mounted on a chain-link fence with guidelines.
See map.

Please follow these rules regarding acceptable Styrofoam/EPS:

1) Styrofoam must be clean.

2) No stickers or tape.

3) Please no food containers - these are not accepted in this program.

4) It would be helpful if items are placed in clear plastic bags when disposing.

If you have questions regarding your
items, please call the Drop-Off Hotline
at 1-866-362-6326. Also, for more
information about Eco Development,
check out their website at
www.ecoenergydevelopment.com.

City of Montgomery diverted
over 1,217 tons of waste from
landfills during 2019.

Source: Hamilton County
Recycling and Solid Waste
District, Statistics for 2019
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YARD WASTE COLLECTION TO RESUME MARCH 1

Beginning March 1, weekly yard waste collection will resume at no charge for all
one and two-family residential homes.

The program limits collection to three bags, cans, or bundles at each residence (or
one 90-gallon yard waste toter). Extra bags, cans, or bundles require one $3.00
Rumpke waste sticker per item. Additional 90-gallon toters will require three
stickers each after the first toter. Stickers are available at Montgomery Kroger or
Montgomery City Hall during regular business hours.

Loosely place yard waste in trash cans or in paper yard waste bags, commonly
available at grocery or hardware stores. Do not place bags in the curb lane on the
street. If you put the material in a garbage can or toter, please label it as “yard
waste,” so it is not inadvertently collected as trash. Do not dispose of plants in
plastic planter tubs; separate plants for yard waste and plastic for recycling.

Place yard waste on the opposite side of the driveway from regular trash. Leave
the lids off cans containing yard waste. Freezing conditions seal the lids, which
does not allow for easy removal of yard waste. No plastic bags will be accepted.

The brush should be bundled in sizes up to 4 feet in length and 2 feet in diameter.
Fasten the organic material with cotton twine (No wire or plastic ties, please).

Limbs need to be cut into 4-foot lengths and no larger than 6 inches in diameter.

For additional information, visit montgomeryohio.org.

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A WINTER STORM?

Although we have so far enjoyed a reprieve from the harsh winters we have grown accustomed to, we all still need to
be prepared for inclement weather that can cause power outages, inhibit travel, and effect community services. Do you
have a plan of action in case you were to experience any of these situations? As a WeTHRIVE! Community, the City of
Montgomery wants to make sure that residents have the tools they need to be prepared in a winter storm event.

Information on this type of emergency and others is posted on the City’s website under the WeTHRIVE! Emergency
Preparedness page. Look for details of how to prepare on the City’s website at montgomeryohio.org/emergency-
preparedness.
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February is American Heart Month

FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH

Do you know how to keep your heart healthy? You can take an active role in reducing your risk for heart disease by
eating a healthy diet, engaging in physical activity, and managing your cholesterol and blood pressure. This is a great
chance to start some heart-healthy habits!

#ourhearts

are healthier together

28 Days Towards a Healthy Heart

Try one of these tips each day for a month, then keep up the momentum and make your favorites part of your regular routine.

Day1 N/ Day 3 ® Day 5 g Day 7
Grabafiend @@@ Schedule your annual ( Visit Smokefree.gov P Sport red today
and join the ... Day 2 physical. Ask your to take the first step Day 6 for National
#0urHearts y doctor for your to quitting smoking. Make today a salt-free day. Use Wear Red Day.
movement, Make a heart heart health goals. ~ Day 4 herbs for flavor instead of salt.
hgalthy §nack Squat it out. Do 1
with a friend or minute of squats RN\
your family. F ' Day 14
Day 8 v Protect your sweetheart's
Day 12
Get your blood Reduyce stress using nea[ttr:] Pldanta neatt
ealthy date.
pressure checked. Day 10 Day 11 relaxation techniques. LETE /
Aim for 30 minutes 5, D G'(‘j’e th%elegatokr
f i a day off and take
Day 9 *?(I é)ahyswal activity e the s):[airs.
Walk an extra Y week with heart
15 minutes today. healthy recipes.
@ Day 21
Dance for 15
Day 15 Day 19 _ minutes to
Swap the ] Day 17 iad ™ Dpay20 your fovore
sweets for a M Head to bed with Day18 ' Share a funny music.
?Iege Offr;ﬂt S€ enoughtimetoget  add a stretch video or joke that
or dessert. afull 8 hours break to your % makes you laugh.
g1\ Day 16 . ofsleep. calendar to \
Stress less. Practice increase your
mindful meditation flexibilit
for 10 minutes. Y Day 28
Pay it THE
Day 22 Pay 26 Day 27 forward xhe,g,':.!‘
. Fill half of your y andtell a
Call a relative Day 23 Day 25 lunch and dinner i
) el b A | b See how many friend about
your family Mlarc dll'l : F on: a p atets ‘lA)IIIt push-ups you can The Heart Truth®.
. place during riend or vegetanles. doin 1 minute.
health history. T Day 24 neighbor and
breaks to get Get a tape measure go for a walk.
your heart going. and find out the size
of your waist.

National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute

nhibi.nih.gov/heartmonth
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IF YOU’'RE HURTING, WE CAN HELP

It is no secret that people are stressed out now more than ever. The combination of a global pandemic, social/political unrest,
and financial pressures has caused an increase in mental health calls for first responders. These runs often manifest themselves
as neighbor conflicts, domestic disputes, self-harm, and alcohol/drug abuse issues. Montgomery Officers routinely respond to
these calls and would like to make everyone aware of community resources.

For mental health emergencies, citizens can call the Montgomery Police Department (513) 985-1600 or the Hamilton County
Mobile Crisis Team (MCT) at (513) 584-5098.

The MCT is made up of clinically trained personnel who respond to mental health emergencies throughout the community. The
MCT often works with police officers to deescalate persons and connect them with treatment.

For non-emergency mental health calls, please contact Mental Health Access Point (MHAP) at (513) 558-8888. This is a
centralized access point that matches customers with various service providers.

For substance abuse issues, citizens can call the Recover Health Access Center at (513) 281-7422.
They provide 24-hour service for a full continuum of substance abuse issues for individuals and families.

The Montgomery Police Department is committed to protecting the community and ensuring the safety of all residents.
Montgomery Officers attend a week-long training course developed by local healthcare providers that teach officers how to
deescalate people experiencing a mental health crisis. The training also introduces officers to “customers,” and officers get to
hear their 1st hand accounts of living with various mental health issues. If you or a loved one need assistance, please reach out to
the above resources or contact the Montgomery Police Department at 513-985-1600.
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GOLF INSTRUCTION RETURNS THIS SPRING

Have you been thinking about getting into golf? Are you looking to improve
your skills?

Join us as we learn from the PGA Professionals at Sharon Woods Golf Course.
All programs are $110 per participant, and all equipment is provided. For more
information and to sign up, please visit montgomeryohio.org. For questions,
please contact Sarah Fink at sfink@montgomeryohio.org.

Adult Beginner Golf

Would you like to have more fun and play better golf with your friends? Would you like to be able to compete in your league?

This five-week class is designed to improve your overall game. Topics include putting, chipping, pitching, iron play, hybrids, and
woods. Classes are 90 minutes. Class size is limited and taught by PGA Professionals.

Wednesdays, April 7 - May 5, 5:15-6:15 p.m.

Adult Intermediate Golf
Would you like to lower your score consistently? Are you at the plateau stage and want to take your game to the next level?

Topics of this five-week class include putting a variety of short game shots and strategies, full swing evaluations, and course
management skKills. Classes are 90 minutes. Class size is limited and taught by PGA Professionals.

Saturdays, April 3 - May 1, 9:00-10:00 a.m.

For more information and to sign up, please visit montgomeryohio.org. For questions, please contact Sarah Fink at sfink@
montgomeryohio.org.
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FITNESS

FITNESS

Experience updated group exercise equipment and classes. All equipment needed for classes is provided. Registration
for 2021 - Session B of fitness classes is open. Please visit the fitness page at montgomeryohio.org for class descriptions,
important information and registration.

Please contact Sarah Fink, recreation specialist, by emailing sfink@montgomeryohio.org or by calling 513-792-8317 with
any questions you may have.

Fitness Class Schedule 2021 - Session B

Day Class Name Dates of Session No Classes Session Length Time of Class Res. Non-Res.
Mon. Mixed Level Yoga 3/08 -5/3 3/15 8 classes 9:30-10:30 a.m. $40 $45
Cardio Strength and

Tue. Stretched * 3/09 -5/4 3/16 8 classes 9:00-10:00 a.m. $40 $45
Tue. Tai Chi 3/09-5/4 3/16 8 classes 10:20-11:20 a.m. $80 $90
Tue. Pilates 3/09-5/4 3/16 8 classes 6:00-7:00 p.m. $40 $45
Wed. Mixed Level Yoga 3/10 - 5/5 3/17 8 classes 9:30-10:30 a.m. $40 $45
Wed. Beginner Level Yoga 3/10 - 5/5 3/17 8 classes 10:45-11:45 a.m. $40 $45
Thur. Card's‘zrzleh”e%tt‘ Il 3/1-5/6 3/18 8classes | 9:00-10:00 a.m.  $40 $45
Thur. Pilates 3/11-5/6 3/18 8 classes 6:00-7:00 p.m. $40 $45

FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH

Each February, we celebrate American Heart Month
to bring awareness to the importance of heart
health. This month we celebrate the important

work of Realtors with Heart and Project Heart
ReStart. The Realtors with Heart’s mission is to make
Greater Cincinnati more heart-safe through CPR/
AED Training, AED Placement, and Advocacy. On
December 9, 2020, the City accepted a donation

of an AED for the Recreation Annex Building from
Realtors with Heart and Project Heart ReStart. The
Recreation Annex building is located at Montgomery
Park at 10115 Montgomery Road and is our adult and
youth fitness programs’ location.

Photo from left to right: Kelly Meyer, President of
Cincinnati Area Board of Realtors; Mark Johnston,

Coordinator of Project Heart ReStart with The Christ
Hospital; Sarah Fink, City of Montgomery Recreation; Mark
Rankin, Chair of Realtors with Heart Committee.
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PLEASE
RECYCLE

FEBRUARY 2021 EVENTS

All event dates are subject to change or cancellation. Check the website and social media for the most up-to-date information.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6

Beautification & Tree
Commission, TBD 9:00 a.m.

Planning Commission,

City Council Business Session,

TBD 7:30 p.m. City Hall 7:00 p.m.
7 8 9 10 n 12 13
Environmental Advisory Landmarks Commission, Parks & Recreation Commission, CPR/First Aid Certification Class
Commission, TBD 5:00 p.m. TBD 7:00 p.m. TBD 6:30 p.m. CANCELED
14 | presidents’ Day 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sycamore Community Schools
Closed
School’s Out Day, Nati Ninja
Gym 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Cardborad Recycling,
Planning Commission, Sister Cities Commission, City Council Work Session, 7315 Cornell Road,
TBD 7:30 p.m. TBD 6:30 p.m. City Hall 7:00 p.m. 10:00 am-1:00 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Arts Commission,
TBD 5:00 p.m.

Board of Zoning Appeals,
TBD 7:00 p.m.

28

twitter.com/
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youtube.com/
CityofMontgomeryOhio

@montgomeryohio

facebook.com/
CityofMontgomeryOhio
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