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SURVEY SHOWS WIDE CITIZEN SATISFACTION WITH CITY

A comprehensive survey of Montgomery households conducted by the Institute for Policy Research of the University of 
Cincinnati has revealed that a vast majority of residents are satisfied with their quality of life in the City of Montgomery. 
Nearly 1,000 households responded to the survey.

The survey, conducted earlier this spring, revealed that an overall 97% of residents are either “very satisfied” or 
“satisfied” with the quality of life in the community. 

When asked to rank the importance of City services, safety services topped the list, with 88% of the respondents listing 
Fire and EMS highest on their “extremely important” list. Police protection was close behind at 79%. 

In all categories, a majority of residents gave “very satisfied” or “satisfied” ratings to every City service. Services such as 
trash collection and recycling, snow and ice removal, Police, Fire and EMS, street maintenance, and beautification were 
rated at 90% or higher. Services such as recreation, yard waste collection, brush collection, and property maintenance 
enforcement were close behind.

The survey also found that key communications tools such as the Montgomery Bulletin continue to be useful but 
recorded growing familiarity and use with the Montgomery website.

Results from the survey will be the basis of strategic planning efforts in 2021. Additionally, the City will report back 
periodically through this newsletter and the website on service enhancements and new projects resulting from citizen 
input and suggestions in the comprehensive survey effort.

Results of the survey will be posted on the City’s website at montgomeryohio.gov.
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The past 25 years in Montgomery produced a lot of changes. The next 25 years will no doubt 
be quite eventful as well.  Here are a FEW of the things I have seen since 1995:

1995 The City’s Bicentennial, groundbreaking for Ohio National building, new Surgical wing 
at Bethesda North Hospital, Homearama at Reserve of Montgomery

1996 Montgomery pool opens, Recreation Department created, work starts on  
Tri-Health Pavilion

1997 Safety Center and Weller Park are dedicated, Acrewood Subdivision annexed 

1999 F-4 Tornado hits with 260 m.p.h. winds – 95 area homes destroyed – 4 people killed, 
and hundreds of others injured

2000 City launches new website, sidewalk master plan

2001 School Resource Officer position created

2002 First Strategic Plan approved, “Teardown” trend is underway, Environmental Advisory Committee created, 
“Triangle” property at Montgomery & Cooper Roads purchased by City for redevelopment, work starts  
on Twin Lakes

2003 New Montgomery Elementary school opens, new Audi dealership

2005 Relocation of Montgomery Chevrolet, new patient tower at Bethesda North

2006 Dog park controversy, comprehensive study of the parks, work starts on Vintage Club

2007 Montgomery Citizens’ Leadership Academy created, Homearama at Vintage Club, park land initiative controversy

2008 Remnants of Hurricane Ike slam City, new recycling totes

2009 City starts presence on Facebook, Twitter, & YouTube, Chamber of Commerce starts

2010 Farmer’s Market begins, Live at Uni concert series begins

2011 New Maple Dale Elementary School groundbreaking

2012 25th Anniversary of Blue Ash Montgomery Symphony Orchestra, Community Emergency Response Team  
(CERT) begins

2013 Christ Hospital facility groundbreaking, Montgomery Food Share begins

2014 Bear sighting in City (Yes, this really happened!)

2017 Bethesda North Cancer Center under construction

2018 Diversity & Inclusion Committee started, 30th annual Photo Contest

2019 The City gets first police dog – “Ricky”

2020 Construction on Roundabout and Montgomery Quarter is underway, COVID- 19 Pandemic

What will the next 25 years bring? Well, none of us can be totally certain about what the next 25 DAYS will bring, but here 
are some of my (safe) predictions:

• The Montgomery Quarter and Roundabout will be successfully completed.

• Sycamore Schools --- in their newly remodeled and/or rebuilt buildings, will continue as a first -class District.

• Montgomery will continue to win lots of awards of all types.

• New generations of dynamic leaders and volunteers will emerge and engage with the community.

• Montgomery will retain its position as one of the premier communities in Greater Cincinnati with great residential 
neighborhoods and a thriving business district.

Montgomery is a tremendous community because the people who live and work here make it that way. People who care 
about each other and about their town are the key to our success. Everyone has a role to play in this ongoing story and 
the future starts right now!

THE LAST 25 YEARS AND A LOOK FORWARD

Ken Suer
City Council
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TECHNOLOGY AND TAXES

2020 was a productive filing year for the Tax Office.  Staff utilized a secure email portal 
which was used by more than 500 taxpayers to submit tax information quickly and 
securely.  In February of 2021, staff implemented Authority Tax Connect, an E-File and 
E-Pay service enabling taxpayers a convenient and secure way to file and pay their 
city taxes online.  Approximately 600 taxpayers utilized the Authority Tax Connect 
application to remit their annual return.   

The Tax Office is available by phone at 513-792-8333, email tax@montgomeryohio.gov 
and through the secure email portal available on the Tax Office page of the City website.

Montgomery City Council met in its regular monthly Work Session on June 23, 2021, as a hybrid meeting at City 
Hall and via teleconference.  Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m., with public comment welcomed on each item before 
City Council.

Tabled Legislation
An Ordinance  Agreeing to Adjust the Boundaries Between the City of Montgomery, Ohio And the City of The Village of 
Indian Hill, Ohio Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 709.37 (Tabled-3rd Reading)

New Legislation
A Resolution  Adopting a Tax Budget for 2022 

A Resolution  Authorizing Internet Auction of Surplus Personal Property Through Govdeals.com

A Resolution  Designating Records Managers And Training Designees For Public Officials In The City Of Montgomery

A Resolution  Formally Adopting And Reaffirming Internal Control Policies Concerning The Local Law Enforcement 
Trust Fund And The Federal Law Enforcement Trust Fund

RECENT COUNCIL ACTION – Approved Legislation

June 2, 2021

RESOLUTION  14,  2021

A Resolution  Authorizing The City Manager To Contract With Frost Brown Todd, LLC To Provide Special Counsel 
Services  (Yea-6, Absent-1)

RESOLUTION  15,  2021

A Resolution  Authorizing the City Manager to enter into contract with Strawser Construction, Inc. to complete the 
City of Montgomery 2021 Crack Seal Program through the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Cooperative 
Purchasing Program  (Yea-6, Absent-1)

RESOLUTION  16,  2021

A Resolution  Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with Physio Control-Stryker Medical for the 
Purchase of three LIFEPAK 15 Cardiac Monitor Defibrillators  (Yea-6, Absent-1)

RESOLUTION  17,  2021

A Resolution  Rescinding Resolution 12, 2020 Declaring a State of Emergency In The City Of Montgomery Due To The 
Covid-19 Outbreak  (Yea-6, Absent-1)

These pieces of approved legislation can be reviewed on the City’s website at www.montgomeryohio.gov.
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MCLA participant Elaine Hipps finishes 
her robotics surgery simulation at the 
Health Care: Montgomery’s Signature 

Industry session.

BE A LEADER IN THE COMMUNITY – JOIN A COMMISSION
The City of Montgomery is looking to fill the following vacancies. The initial step in getting involved is attending an 
upcoming meeting of the Commission you are interested in to learn more about their project work and meet the current 
members. Visit montgomeryohio.gov to learn about each of the Commission responsibilities.

Arts Commission – Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Monday of each 
month at 5:00 p.m.

Environmental Advisory Commission – Meetings are scheduled for the 
second Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Commission – Meetings are scheduled for the second 
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  

There are no special qualifications required to volunteer for any 
Montgomery board or Commission.

For further information or to apply for one of the above Commissions,  
visit montgomeryohio.gov/departments/boards-and-commissions.

WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME LEGACY BUILDERS GROUP

Design. Build. Remodel. If a homeowner can dream it, 
there is a chance Legacy Builders Group can build or 
renovate it. In May, owners Chris Otte and Bill Haussler, 
and their team, cut the ribbon on their new home in 
Montgomery after outgrowing their previous location 
across the street. The company, which was formerly 
located in White Oak, moved to Montgomery in 2005.

Legacy Builders Group specializes in residential projects 
including additions, kitchens, three season rooms, 
bathrooms, and outdoor living spaces.

We welcome Legacy Builders Group to their new home. 
Thank you for choosing to stay in Montgomery!

Location: 7791 G Cooper Road 
www.designbuildremodel.com 
Phone: 513-952-8700
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EAC Members at the One Stop Drop Annual 
Recycling Event.

JOIN MONTGOMERY’S MCLA CLASS OF 2022 
The Montgomery Citizens’ Leadership Academy (MCLA), “The Best Community 
Experience You’ll Ever Have,” is now accepting applications for the 2022 session. 
Oversubscribed for the last 12 years, MCLA, locally developed and nationally recognized, 
is a program designed to move individuals from being residents to become actively 
engaged citizens. MCLA allows residents to realize a dimension few will ever see. 
Comprised of 10 unique workshop experiences. 

Each workshop goes beyond the classroom and into the community to make the 
Montgomery Citizens’ Leadership Academy an encounter no resident should miss. 
Space is limited. For more information, or to apply, visit montgomeryohio.gov/
montgomery-citizens-leadership-academy or contact Amy Frederick, communications 
and engagement coordinator, at afrederick@montgomeryohio.gov.
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THE ROUNDABOUT IS ALMOST HERE, WHAT PEDESTRIANS NEED TO KNOW

While much of the 
focus is on the 
rules of the road 
for driving in the 
new roundabout at 
Montgomery Road 
and Ronald Reagan 
Cross County 
Highway, there 
are a few things 
pedestrians should 
know once the 
project is complete.

Pedestrians will be 
able to walk north 
and south along 
Montgomery Road 
on the east side of 
the roundabout. There will not be a sidewalk through the roundabout area on the west side of Montgomery Road.  If 
you are beginning your walk from the west side of Montgomery Road, you will need to proceed either north or south to 
the closest traffic signal and cross Montgomery Road to the east side at the signalized intersection.  On the north side, 
this will be at the new traffic signal being installed at the Montgomery Road/Main Street “split”, and on the south side 
this would be at the traffic signal at Kennedy Lane.  There will only be one crosswalk adjacent to the roundabout, which 
will be located across the east leg of the roundabout intersection which is the future road into the Montgomery Quarter 
development.   

Roundabout construction is expected to be completed next month.

CITY OF MONTGOMERY WELCOMES AMY FREDERICK!

Amy Frederick was recently selected as the Communications and Engagement Coordinator and 
the newest member of the City of Montgomery. Amy has worked in broadcasting for 20 years. She 
started her career in 1997 at WXIX-TV in Cincinnati, producing FOX19 in the Morning. In 2004, she 
moved to Cox Media Group in Dayton, Ohio.  While with Cox, Amy produced an evening newscast 
with WHIO-TV and was a reporter for WHIO-AM radio in the morning. Amy graduated from Ohio 
State University with a degree in journalism.

Amy is excited to begin her new role here at the City of Montgomery.  She will certainly be an asset 
to our team.

Looking for a bargain? Come to the City of Montgomery Community-Wide Garage Sale 
on Saturday, August 7, from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. This grassroots public awareness 
campaign is designed to promote reuse, repair, and resale opportunities in the City of 
Montgomery. 

To help shoppers prepare and map out deal-finding strategies, a Garage Sale Treasure 
Map, with a complete list of addresses with items for sale will be available at Montgomery 
City Hall, starting Thursday, August 5, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Treasure Maps will also 
be handed out at City Hall on the Saturday morning of the sales, beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

For anyone interested in participating, registration is open until Friday, July 30. Households 
can sign up on the City’s website, montgomeryohio.gov, or by calling 513-891-2424. There 
is no fee to participate.

COMMUNITY-WIDE GARAGE SALE OFFERS  
GREAT DEALS
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MONTGOMERY POLICE ADD E-BIKE FOR THE BIKE PATROL

This year the Montgomery Police Department added the latest tool in bike 
patrol technology with the addition of an E-Bike or electric bike.  All bike patrol 
officers are specially trained through a rigorous International Police Mountain 
Bike Association (IPMBA) training which focuses on police officer usage of 
bicycles to assist with various patrol responsibilities.

An electric bike still uses the officer’s pedal power; however, each push of the 
pedal gets a power assist from the bike.  The new Trek bike has 4 different 
power levels and still has the standard gear shifts like regular bikes.  Depending 
on the power level used, the E-Bike can last an entire patrol shift and beyond 
on a single charge.  Montgomery’s hills are easily traversed on the E-Bike which 
greatly increases the patrol potential.  The E-Bike can reach speeds between 
25-30 MPH.

Our Bike Patrol gives officers the opportunity to be much more approachable 
and interactive with residents, children, and business owners.  Bikes can go 
where cars cannot so you will see officers on bikes within our many parks.  You 

may see officers on bikes during the nighttime hours as well as they offer an excellent covert opportunity to target problem 
crime areas such as thefts from vehicles within our neighborhoods.  Often criminals look out for the marked police cars in the 
area but are caught off guard when an officer on a bicycle rolls up on them.  Bike Patrol officers still respond to normal calls for 
service and are never far from their patrol cruiser.  

So, look out for our officers out there and feel free to stop them for a friendly chat.  Word on the street is they like patrolling the 
neighborhoods that have ice cold lemonade stands!

MONTGOMERY FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFERING 
FIRST AID/CPR CLASSES

The Montgomery Fire Department offers quarterly American Heart Association 
HeartSaver First Aid/CPR certification classes.  The next class is scheduled for July 
10 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. There is a nominal fee of $30 - CPR only, $35 - CPR/
First Aid to cover the cost of materials. Additional Classes scheduled for August 14 
and November 13.  For more information or to sign up, please call 513-985-1633. 

CPR: a Lifelong Skill

CPR, (cardio-pulmonary resuscitation) is an important skill that everyone should 
learn. You do not need to be a medical professional to know or use CPR. The 
Montgomery Fire Department offers quarterly classes to teach the lifesaving skill.  

You never know when you may need this skill to save someone you love or to be a hero to a stranger.

Knowing CPR empowers bystanders to help someone in a life-threatening situation. For parents, this skill comes into play with 
children younger than five who tend to put small objects in their mouths, which can lead to choking. Choking is a leading cause 
of death in this age group and knowing what to do and how to perform CPR allows you to act quickly.

Also, situations may arise when someone’s breathing, or heart has stopped. In the summer, working in the heat increases the 
chances of this happening.  It is the same in the winter when the body is stressed doing strenuous activities like shoveling 
snow.  Immediate action with CPR is the most effective way to save that individual, as an ambulance may not arrive for several 
minutes. Providing CPR could mean the difference between life and death for someone who is unconscious.

First Aid Classes: Responding with Care and Knowledge

The City of Montgomery Fire Department offers basic First Aid training, and encourages babysitters, parents, coaches, and all 
adults to consider first aid certification.  First aid training provides tools to ease suffering, prevent further injury, and prolong life.  
It can be as simple as easing the pain of a bee sting to calming someone who is having trouble breathing.

First Aid classes prepare people to respond and prioritize care in smart, effective, and safe ways that can really make a 
significant difference to an injured or sick person. 

The City of Montgomery Fire Department is certified to teach both important courses using the standards and criteria of the 
American Heart Association. 
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Now that we are in the middle of Cicada-Summer 2021 
we need to be aware of how to properly control pests.  
Whenever using or having insecticides applied, please 
remember that most of these chemicals act as neurotoxins 
to both insects and other animals.  The use of pesticides 
should be limited and well controlled to protect both 
beneficial insects and other animals in and around your 
yard.  Here are some key points to control insects:

• Employ good pest prevention practices by limiting or 
removing sources of food, water and shelter for insects.

• Attract birds and other beneficial insects to your yard. 
These will naturally keep insect pests in check and be 
entertaining to watch.1

• When applying pesticides, do very localized application 
by using traps or spraying locally around foundations.2 
Fogging should only be used in an enclosed 
environment where the pesticide is well controlled 
and exposure to humans or pets is avoided for the 
recommended amount of time for the fog to settle and 
penetrate.

• For yard-wide infestation of grubs, consider natural 
treatments such as Milky Spore or beneficial nematode 
treatments.3 These natural treatments are much safer 
than pesticides and effectively control grubs.

• Plants that repel insects – there are several plants that 
repel insects, including mosquitos.4 These should be 

considered in place of wide-spread pesticide use…  
and they brighten up your yard as well! As far as 
repellants go, it is always better to use a localized 
repellant rather than widespread application  
of insecticides.

Please remember, over use of insecticides is hazardous to 
our environment and to those around us. Over-spraying 
and fogging destroy beneficial insects, weakens our 
natural habitat, and is an annoyance to our neighbors. 
A little forethought, creativity, experimentation 
and tolerance can go a long way to protecting our 
environment and preserving the harmony of nature.  

1. For information on beneficial insects, see:  

https://morningchores.com/beneficial-garden-insects/

2. For information on pesticides and insecticides see the National 

Pesticide Information Center at: http://npic.orst.edu/

3. a. For information on Milky Spore, see:  

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/pests/

pesticides/what-is-milky-spore.htm, b. For information on beneficial 

nematodes, see: https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-how-

to/beneficial/nematodes-as-pest-control.htm

4. For plants that repel insects, including mosquitos, see: a. https://www.

mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/stories/12-plants-

that-repel-unwanted-insects, b. https://www.almanac.com/news/

gardening/garden-journal/plants-repel-mosquitoes-and-insects

For the protection of public health, safety, and general welfare of citizens, local governments 
use zoning and property maintenance regulations to help manage real estate in their 
jurisdictions. The City of Montgomery has established and enforces a property maintenance 
code to promote and protect the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, prosperity, and 
general welfare of the community. The code also serves to protect and promote property 
values within the City.  Nearly every city has adopted a property maintenance code and 
property owners expect a city to protect the value of their property from the negative 
consequences of surrounding development. In Montgomery, property owners maintain their 
land to high standards, which has increased property values and improved the quality of life 
in the community. Montgomery officials are committed to continually work to maintain this 
standard through enforcement of City codes. Some of the more visible regulations include:

•  Home repair and maintenance standards
• Maintenance standards for accessory buildings and structures
• Driveway and sidewalk maintenance for public safety
• Length of grass and landscaping requirements
• Maintenance standards for exterior open spaces

Overall, local government plays an important role in protecting the value of each home and 
maintaining the overall appearance of Montgomery as a community. For more information 
regarding the City’s property maintenance code, contact Melissa Hays, zoning and code 
compliance officer at 513-792-8347.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE STANDARDS PROTECT 
PUBLIC WELFARE AND PROPERTY VALUES

SAFELY CONTROLLING INSECTS - BY EAC CHAIR MARK LASKOVICS
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WATER SAFETY TIPS
What do surfing, fishing, water skiing, and swimming have in common? They are all lots of fun… and they all take place 
in, on, or around the water! Water activities are a great way to stay cool and have a good time with your friends or your 
family. Take along these tips — and your common sense — to get wet, make waves, and have a blast!

Top Ten Tips

• DO learn to swim. If you enjoy water activities, being a strong swimmer is a must.

• DO take a friend along. Even though you may be a good swimmer, you never know when you may need help. Having 
friends around is safer and more fun!

• DO know your limits. Watch out for the “too’s” — too tired, too cold, too far from safety, too much sun, or too much 
hard activity.

• DO swim in supervised areas only and follow all signs and warnings.

• DO wear a life jacket when boating, jet skiing, water skiing, rafting, or fishing.

• DO stay alert to currents. They can change quickly! If you get caught in a strong current, do not fight it. Swim parallel 
to the shore until you have passed through it. Near piers, jetties (lines of big rocks), small dams, and docks, the current 
gets unpredictable and could knock you around. If you find it hard to move around, head to shore. Learn to recognize 
and watch for dangerous waves and signs of rip currents — water that is a weird color, really choppy, foamy, or filled 
with debris.

• DO keep an eye on the weather. If you spot bad weather (dark clouds, lightning), pack up and take the fun inside.

• DON’T mess around in the water. Pushing or dunking your friends can get easily out of hand.

• DON’T dive into shallow water. If you don’t know how deep the water is, don’t dive.

• DON’T float where you can’t swim. Keep checking to see if the water is too deep, or if you are too far away from the 
shore or the poolside.

Information provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

SWIM LESSONS  
CAN HELP REDUCE 
THE RISK

Stop by the Montgomery Pool to 
pick up information on private and 
semi-private swim lessons. Turn in 
completed request forms to the pool 
front desk. Staff will then contact you 
to discuss. Private swim lesson days 
and times are arranged between the 
instructor and the family.
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Fitness Class Schedule 2021 - Session D
Day Class Name Dates of Session Session Length Time of Class Res. Non-Res.

Mon. Mixed Level Yoga 7/12 - 8/30 8 classes 9:30-10:30 a.m. $40 $45 

Mon. Chair Yoga 7/12 - 8/30 8 classes 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. $40 $45 

Tue. Cardio Strength and  
Stretched *

7/13 - 8/31 8 classes 9:00-10:00 a.m. $40 $45 

Tue. Tai Chi 7/13 - 8/31 8 classes 10:20-11:20 a.m. $80 $90 

Tue. Pilates 7/13 - 8/31 8 classes 6:00-7:00 p.m. $40 $45 

Wed. Mixed Level Yoga 7/14 - 9/1 8 classes 9:30-10:30 a.m. $40 $45 

Wed. Beginner Level Yoga 7/14 - 9/1 8 classes 10:45-11:45 a.m. $40 $45 

Thur. Cardio Strength and  
Stretched * 

7/15 - 9/2 8 classes 9:00-10:00 a.m. $40 $45 

Thur. Pilates 7/15 - 9/2 8 classes 6:00-7:00 p.m. $40 $45 

FITNESS
Experience updated group exercise equipment and classes. All equipment needed for classes is provided.  Registration 
for 2021 - Session D of fitness classes is open. Please visit the fitness page at montgomeryohio.gov for class 
descriptions, important information and registration.

Please contact Sarah Fink, recreation specialist, by emailing sfink@montgomeryohio.gov or by calling 513-792-8317 with 
any questions you may have. 

* Cardio Strength and Stretched (formerly known as 20/20/20)

The Recreation Annex building will be closed July 2-9, 2021 due to the holiday and summer camp.
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SUMMER CAMPS
Spots are filling up, so register your child today for our Summer Kids Camps! From art to ninja warrior, technology, 
and sports, there is a camp for everyone! For more information and to register, visit montgomeryohio.gov or call  
City Hall 513-891-2424.
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JULY 2021 EVENTS

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  M o n t h

All event dates are subject to change or cancellation. Check the website and social media for the most up-to-date information.

BAMSO Independence Day 
Concert, Montgomery Park, 
7:30 p.m.

Parade begins at 10:00 a.m. 
Festival Montgomery Park, 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Independence Day 
City offices closed,  
trash collection as usual

Laf-N-Lunch, Swaim Park Large 
Shelter, Noon to 12:45 p.m.
Council Business Session,  
City Hall, 7:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation 
Commission 
Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.

Beautification and Tree  
Commission,  
Public Works Facility, 9:00 a.m.

Environmental Advisory  
Commission,  
City Hall, 5:00 p.m.

Laf-N-Lunch, Swaim Park  
Landmarks Commission,  
City Hall, 7:00 p.m.

Cardboard Recycling,  
7315 Cornell Road,  
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Bastille Day - Historic  
Downtown Montgomery,  
4:00 to 11:00 p.m.

Planning Commission  
City Hall 7:30 p.m.

Laf-N-Lunch, Swaim Park  
Large Shelter, noon to 12:45 p.m. 
Council Work Session,  
City Hall 7:00 p.m.

Arts Commission,  
City Hall 5:00 p.m.

Board of Zoning Appeals,  
City Hall 7:00 p.m.

Laf-N-Lunch, Swaim Park  
Large Shelter, noon to 12:45 p.m.


