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CITY OF MONTGOMERY 1 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS REGULAR MEETING 2 
         City Hall  ∙  10101 Montgomery Road  ∙  Montgomery, OH  45242 3 
 4 

September 27, 2022 5 

 6 
PRESENT 

 
                                      GUESTS & RESIDENTS                                                                                          STAFF 

 
Craig Margolis 

Mayor 

City Council 

Kevin Namaky 

7607 Lakewater Drive, 45242 

 Melissa Hays, Zoning and Code 

Compliance Officer 

 

Karen Bouldin, Secretary 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mary Jo Byrnes, Chairman 

Richard White, Vice-Chairman 

Catherine Mills Reynolds 

Bob Saul 

Jade Stewart 

Steve Uckotter 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 

Tom Molloy 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Chairman Byrnes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 7 

 8 

Roll Call 9 

 10 

The roll was called and showed the following responses / attendance: 11 

 12 

   PRESENT:  Ms. Mills Reynolds, Mr. Uckotter, Mr. White, Mr. Saul, Ms. Stewart,  13 

                        Chairman Byrnes  (6) 14 

   ABSENT:  Mr. Molloy  (1) 15 

 16 

Pledge of Allegiance 17 

All of those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 18 

 19 

Chairman Byrnes gave a brief explanation of tonight’s proceedings: She stated that tonight the 20 

Board will be conducting one public hearing.  A public hearing is a collection of testimony from 21 

City Staff, the applicant, and anyone wishing to comment on the case.  All discussions by the 22 

Board of Zoning Appeals and all decisions will take place within the business session of this 23 

meeting, which immediately follows the public hearing.  Everyone is welcome to stay for the 24 

business session of the meeting, however, the Board will not take any further public comment 25 

during this portion of the meeting, unless clarification is needed by a Board member.   26 
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Chairman Byrnes noted that anyone not agreeing with the Board’s decision has the option of 27 

appealing to Hamilton County Common Pleas Court, under the procedures established by that 28 

court.   29 

 30 

She asked all guests to turn off their cell phones. 31 

 32 

Chairman Byrnes asked that anyone planning to speak to the Board please stand to be sworn in 33 

(which included the applicant).  Chairman Byrnes swore in everyone planning to speak. 34 

 35 

Guests and Residents 36 

Chairman Byrnes asked if there were any guests or residents who wished to speak about items 37 

that were not on the agenda.  There were none. 38 

 39 

Old Business    40 

There was no old business to discuss. 41 

 42 

New Business   43 

A request for a variance from Kevin and Rachel Namaky, 7607 Lakewater Drive, 44 

Montgomery, OH  45242, to allow for an accessory off-street parking area to be 6 feet from 45 

the front property line, where 25 feet is required, per Schedule 151.1009(B) of the 46 

Montgomery Zoning Code. 47 

 48 

Staff Report 49 

Ms. Hays reviewed the Staff Report dated September 27, 2022, “Application for Variance:  50 

Kevin and Rachel Namaky”.  She showed drawings on the wide screen for all to see, to provide 51 

more understanding of the Staff Report.  Ms. Hays asked for any questions, noting that the 52 

applicant was also in attendance to answer any questions. 53 

 54 

Ms. Stewart asked if a variance was required to have a driveway extension along the side of the 55 

garage.  Ms. Hays stated that it was not. She noted that it was not common, but it was 56 

permissible, as long as they maintained a 5 foot setback.  Ms. Hays pointed out that the applicant 57 

was proposing 12 feet, exceeding the required 5 feet. 58 

 59 

From the wide screen, using the CAGIS program, Ms. Hays showed all attendees another 60 

property, noting how the driveway pad looked with a front-entrance garage.  She stated that, 61 

typically, you would see this parking area on the side of a house. 62 

 63 

Mr. Saul pointed out that this was better, because it would be next to the neighbor’s driveway, 64 

instead of being next to the neighbor’s home.  This would provide even more separation. 65 

 66 

Ms. Hays added that there was also a drainage easement (a 10 foot wide storm sewer easement) 67 

between these two properties, which also allowed for a bit more space between the two homes. 68 

 69 

There were no more questions from the Board. 70 

 71 
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Chairman Byrnes asked if the applicant wished to speak. 72 

 73 

Kevin Namaky, 7607 Lakewater Drive, Montgomery, OH  45242 stated that, as their family 74 

grows, they are running out of room for their cars.  He stated that they have always had issues, 75 

they would park in their neighbors driveways, or park at the end of the cul-de-sac if they had to – 76 

and that was a good walk.  He noted this was a high traffic intersection, and he was concerned 77 

with parking a car out there.  He told members that the stop sign was right in front of his home,  78 

so he really couldn’t park anywhere in front of his home.  He stated that this proposal seemed 79 

like a reasonable way to expand their parking capacity.  80 

  81 

Ms. Stewart asked if they were removing the trees and bushes adjacent to the property, on the 82 

right side.  Mr. Namaky stated that one large tree will stay.  The small garden with some shrubs 83 

on the corner of the home will be taken out.  Their plan is to have new landscaping around the 84 

new driveway. 85 

 86 

Ms. Stewart asked how many vehicles he was planning to park in this area.  Mr. Namaky stated 87 

that they will be able to park one car beside the home, with an additional car length that would 88 

provide safety for pulling in and out.  He noted that this would give them the option of parking 89 

two cars in the driveway, although they do not anticipate that. 90 

 91 

Ms. Mills-Reynolds asked about the letter that was received from the neighbors and wanted to 92 

see on the wide screen where they lived. Mr. Namaky pointed it out on the wide screen, noting 93 

that it was not the house next to them, but one house away.  He noted that the second letter came 94 

from a neighbor in the other direction of the street, which he pointed out, on the screen.  These 95 

were both letters in favor of this application. 96 

 97 

Chairman Byrnes asked if any guests or residents had comments.  There were none. 98 

 99 

Adjournment 100 

Mr. Saul moved to close the public hearing.   101 

Mr. White seconded the motion. 102 

The public hearing adjourned at 7:15p.m.   103 

 104 

Chairman Byrnes opened the business session at 7:20p.m. 105 

 106 

Business Session 107 

A request for a variance from Kevin and Rachel Namaky, 7607 Lakewater Drive, 108 

Montgomery, OH  45242, to allow for an accessory off-street parking area to be 6 feet from 109 

the front property line, where 25 feet is required, per Schedule 151.1009(B) of the 110 

Montgomery Zoning Code. 111 

 112 

Mr. Saul was in favor of anything that reduced parking on the street, and in favor of this 113 

application. 114 

 115 
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Ms. Mills-Reynolds agreed that this did not seem unreasonable, and felt it would help.  She also 116 

thought this would be beneficial, since Sycamore had the new stadium being built close by, and 117 

wondered if there would be street parking from the games.  This was even more reason to keep 118 

the Namaky’s cars off the street. 119 

 120 

Mr. Uckotter moved to approve the request for a variance from Kevin and Rachel Namaky, 121 

7607 Lakewater Drive, Montgomery, OH  45242, to allow for an accessory off-street parking 122 

area to be 6 feet from the front property line, where 25 feet is required, as defined by Section 123 

151.1009(B) of the Montgomery Zoning Code, and described in the City of Montgomery Staff 124 

Report, dated September 27, 2022. 125 

 126 

This approval is justified by criteria # 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10, as outlined in Montgomery 127 

Codified Ordinance Chapter 150.2010 (d) for granting variances. 128 

 129 

Mr. Saul seconded the motion. 130 

 131 

The roll was called and showed the following vote: 132 

 133 

   AYE:  Ms. Stewart, Ms. Mills Reynolds, Mr. Uckotter, Mr. White, Mr. Saul,  134 

              Chairman Byrnes  (6) 135 

   NAY:    (0) 136 

  ABSENT:  Mr. Molloy  (1) 137 

 ABSTAINED:  (0) 138 

 139 

This motion is approved. 140 

 141 

Adjournment 142 

Mr. Uckotter moved to close the business session.   143 

Mr. White seconded the motion. 144 

The business session adjourned at 7:22p.m.   145 

 146 

Chairman Byrnes opened the public hearing at 7:22p.m. 147 

 148 

Council Report 149 

Mr. Margolis thanked the Board for their good work. 150 

 151 

He noted that he had just come from an interesting meeting called “Behind the Ballot” held at the 152 

Hamilton County Board of Elections, which explained how the voting process worked, showing 153 

all of the integrity that was built into their systems to ensure a secure and safe process.  Mayor 154 

Margolis stated that he was shocked at all of the checks and balances that were in place.  It was 155 

also geared to engage young adults (age 17 and up) to get involved, and to recruit them to work 156 

the polls.  They would get paid and also receive community hours.  157 

 158 

Chairman Margolis gave updates: 159 

 160 
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• Montgomery Quarter:  They are still having material sourcing issues for equipment 161 

needed for 2 of the restaurants, which haven’t been able to open yet.  162 

 163 

There are 3 restaurants:  1) Bru Burger, 2) Livery – Latin American (owned by the 164 

Cunningham Group, who also owns Stone Creek), and 3) Genki Ramen & Izakaya – 165 

Japanese (chain - one in Deerfield, one in Oakley and Over The Rhine).  There is also 166 

one larger restaurant, to be announced soon. 167 

 168 

Hellman’s Fine Men’s Apparel, (previously Blaine’s) had opened in late August.   169 

The owner had a men’s store named Hellman’s in Carew Tower, then purchased 170 

Blaine’s, and moved into the Montgomery Quarter, and closed the downtown store. 171 

 172 

Condominiums will be built during Phase 2 of this project, which is projected to start in 173 

the next few years.  Next fall (2023), the apartments will start to be populated; they are 174 

under construction now (in the back).  There are two main apartment complexes, and a 175 

third that will have underground garages.  They are large, town-home style, but called 176 

apartments. 177 

 178 

• Vintage Club: they are under construction with retail buildings and condominiums. 179 

 180 

• Twin Lakes was building the flats (2-bedroom apartments), but they have not broken 181 

ground yet.  Mr. White stated that he just attended a meeting at Twin Lakes, and they 182 

were told that this construction is temporarily postponed, noting that it was too expensive 183 

to build right now.     184 

 185 

Mr. Uckotter asked about the people parking on the street, in the wrong direction at The Winds – 186 

parking against the traffic, on the other side of the street.  He stated that it was rampant, noting 187 

that this is actually against the law.  Ms. Hays stated that the Police Department just received an 188 

email about that today, but she wasn’t sure of the response.  Mayor Margolis suggested that  189 

Mr. Uckotter also send an email to the police.  Ms. Hays stated that she would follow up with 190 

Mr. Uckotter. 191 

 192 

Ms. Mills-Reynolds stated that she knew someone who parked at Swaim Park and had their car 193 

broken into, and money stolen. 194 

 195 

Mayor Margolis stated that the police were aware of gangs coming in from out of state, and they 196 

are watching for cars that look out of place.  And this is happening everywhere, not just 197 

Montgomery. 198 

 199 

There was no other business to report. 200 

 201 

  202 
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Minutes 203 

Mr. Uckotter moved to approve the minutes of August 23, 2022, as written.  204 

Mr. White seconded the motion.   205 

The Board unanimously approved the minutes. 206 

 207 

Adjournment 208 

Mr. White moved to adjourn.  Mr. Saul seconded the motion.   209 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40p.m. 210 

 211 

 212 

 213 

 214 

 215 

              216 

Karen Bouldin, Clerk      Mary Jo Byrnes, Chairman                  Date 217 

 218 

/ksb 219 

 220 
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