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Portage Lakes Management Pl&@tapter6 - Water Quality and Watersheds

6. Rortage Lakes Watern Qualityland:Watershed

Thewater of the Portage Lakes flows in across the landscape of the watershed. The landscape and land
uses affect the water quality in the streams the Portage Lakes. Certain landscapes, such as wooded
stream corridors, floodplains, and wetlands, help proteeter quality, absorbing or storing rainwater

and taking up nutrients and other contaminants. In developed and agricultural land, stormwater runoff
increases and carries witts nutrients, chemicals, bacteria, and sediment from the altered landscape.

In the Portage Lakes, contaminants of greatest concern include:

1 Nutrients especially phosphorus, which fuels eutrophication, aquatic plants, and HABs
1 Harmful bacteria
1 Sediment

High levels may harm the water quality or uses of the lakes.

This chapter
91 Describes the link between watershed landscape and water quality
1 Addresses the water quality of the watershed in light of the watershed characteyiatids
9 Identifies practices can help protect and improve water quality of the streamdadued.
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