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Mr. Harry Stark 

Director of Public Services and Engineering 

City of Aurora 

158 W. Pioneer Trail 

Aurora, OH  44202 

 

Attn:  Sara Cooper 

 

SUBJECT:  NEFCO approval of an Amendment to the Clean Water Plan for the Aurora Facilities 

Planning Area (FPA) to change the wastewater treatment prescriptions to the parcel level 

for nineteen (19) specific lots in the 500 and 600 blocks of East Pioneer Trail and to 

provide for a sanitary sewer extension and sewer service to five (5) of those lots 

 

Dear Mr. Stark: 

 

Enclosed for your records is a signed resolution from the NEFCO General Policy Board indicating its 

approval of your requested amendment to the Clean Water Plan for the Aurora Facilities Planning Area 

(FPA) to change the wastewater treatment prescriptions to the parcel level for nineteen (19) specific lots 

in the 500 and 600 blocks of East Pioneer Trail and to provide for a sanitary sewer extension and sewer 

service to five (5) of those lots Also enclosed are the pertinent maps and related materials for this 

amendment.  Thank you for all of your assistance in our 208 planning process.  If you would like a hard 

copy of these documents, please contact us. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments on these materials. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joseph Hadley, Jr. 

Executive Director 

 

 

JH:rlm 

 

pc: Patricia Vanah, Ohio EPA-NEDO  

Joseph Diorio, Portage County Health District 

 

 

 

http://www.nefcoplanning.org/


Agenda Item No. 5 
 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
TO:  NEFCO General Policy Board 
 
FROM: Tom LaPlante, Water Quality/Environmental Planner 
 
DATE:  March 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of an Amendment to the Clean Water Plan for the Aurora Facilities 

Planning Area (FPA) to change the wastewater treatment prescriptions to the 
parcel level for nineteen (19) specific lots in the 500 and 600 blocks of East 
Pioneer Trail and to provide for a sanitary sewer extension and sewer service to 
five (5) of those lots 

 
What’s being requested: 
The City of Aurora is requesting an amendment to the Aurora Facilities Planning Area (FPA) 
Clean Water Plan Appendix 3-4 to change the wastewater treatment prescriptions for nineteen 
(19) specific parcels located in the 500 and 600 blocks of East Pioneer Trail within the City of 
Aurora. (Table 1 and Figure 1). The lots are labeled in the attached figures. Table 1 shows their 
parcel identification number, current status, current wastewater treatment prescription, and 
proposed prescription. Note that this amendment does not require any existing homes to 
connect to sanitary sewer because the existing homes in the amendment area are already 
connected to it. 
 
Background (adapted from information provided by the City of Aurora): 
The amendment is needed for a pending Permit-to-Install (PTI) to allow a sanitary sewer 
extension to provide new sewer service to two vacant lots on the north side of East Pioneer Trail 
(Lots 318-R and 319-R) and three vacant lots on the south side (Lots 383-R, 384-R, and 385-
R). Ohio EPA received the PTI application for this proposed project in May 2021 but couldn’t 
issue a PTI because the project was in conflict with the 208 Plan. This segment of East Pioneer 
Trail consists of existing residential development. The current wastewater treatment 
prescriptions are a combination of Areas Currently Served with Sanitary Sewer (yellow), Areas 
Expected to be Served with Sanitary Sewer within the Next 20 Years (orange), and Areas to be 
Served by Home Sewage and Semi-Public Sewage Disposal Systems (cream), which is the 
current prescription for the five vacant residential lots that need sanitary sewer service so they 
may be developed (Table 1 and Figure 2). The current prescriptions aren’t “snapped to parcel 
lines” and don’t reflect the existing conditions of the area. There is existing sanitary sewer 
currently serving all the lots shown in Table 1 and Figure 2, with exception of Lots 318-R, 319-
R, 383-R, 384-R, and 385-R, which are currently unsewered. A sanitary sewer extension on 
East Pioneer Trail is being proposed by a developer to service these five unsewered vacant 
lots. 
 
The amendment would change the wastewater treatment prescriptions for Lots 318-R, 319-R, 
383-R, 384-R, and 385-R to Areas Expected to be Served with Sanitary Sewers within the next 
20 Years, which would allow them to be served by the City of Aurora’s publicly-owned sanitary 
sewer collection and treatment system, which has capacity to serve them. The wastewater 
prescription for all the remaining lots within the amendment area would be changed to Areas 
Currently Served with Sanitary Sewer to match the existing conditions along East Pioneer Trail 
(Table 1 and Figure 3). These lots are currently miscategorized as either Areas Expected to be  
Served with Sanitary Sewers within the next 20 Years, or as Areas that will be Served by Home 
Sewage and Semi-Public Sewage Disposal Systems (Figure 2). 



 
Facilities Planning Area (FPA) boundary change: 
There are no proposed changes to the FPA boundary. 
 
Wastewater prescription change: 
The amendment would change the wastewater treatment prescriptions for Lots 318-R, 319-R, 
383-R, 384-R, and 385-R to Areas Expected to be Served with Sanitary Sewers within the next 
20 Years (orange).  All the remaining lots within the amendment area would be changed to 
Areas Currently Served with Sanitary Sewer (yellow) to match the existing conditions along East 
Pioneer Trail (Table 1 and Figure 3). 
 
Local governments/agencies affected (sample letter attached): 
The Portage County Health District, which is the only affected local government/agency, has 
responded with “no objection” to the amendment (letter attached). 
 
Public notification efforts: 
The public notice was published in the Record Courier on February 11, 2022 (attached).  No 
comments were received by the City of Aurora during the required 15-day comment period. 
 
Specific changes to the current FPA Appendix 3-4 in the Clean Water Plan if the 
proposed amendment is approved: 
Only the specific wastewater treatment prescription changes to the Aurora FPA map on Page 3-
4-2 of Appendix 3-4 (attached) are proposed (Figure 3).  No text revisions to Appendix 3-4 are 
proposed. 
 
Staff recommendation: 
At the ERTAC meeting on March 2, 2022, staff recommended approval of amendment. 
 
Environmental Resources Technical Advisory Committee (ERTAC) Recommendation to 
the NEFCO General Policy Board: 
The ERTAC unanimously recommends approval of the amendment. 
 
NEFCO General Policy Board Action: 
Approval of Resolution No. FY2022-011. 
 



 



Lot Number PIN Current status Current prescription

Proposed 

prescription

315 03-033-10-00-087-000 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

316 03-033-10-00-080-000 Vacant HSTS Currently Served

317 03-033-10-00-088-000 Vacant HSTS Currently Served

318-R 03-033-10-00-100-000 Vacant HSTS Future Sewer

319-R 03-033-10-00-101-000 Vacant HSTS Future Sewer

320-R 03-033-10-00-102-000 Vacant HSTS Currently Served

321-R 03-033-10-00-103-000 Vacant HSTS Currently Served

322-R1 03-033-10-00-104-000 Vacant HSTS Currently Served

377-R 03-033-20-00-015-002 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

379-R 03-033-20-00-016-001 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

380 03-033-20-00-017-000 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

381-A1 03-033-10-00-105-000 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

382-R 03-033-10-00-106-000 Vacant Currently Served Currently Served

383-R 03-033-10-00-107-000 Vacant Currently Served/Future Sewer Future Sewer

384-R 03-033-10-00-108-000 Vacant Currently Served/Future Sewer Future Sewer

385-R 03-033-10-00-109-000 Vacant Currently Served/Future Sewer Future Sewer

386 03-033-10-00-096-000 Connected to sewer Currently Served/Future Sewer Currently Served

13-003 03-033-00-00-013-003 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

13-007 03-033-00-00-013-007 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

13-000 03-033-00-00-013-000 Connected to sewer HSTS Currently Served

TABLE 1
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Appendix 3-4 
 

Aurora 

Facilities Planning Area 
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Only this page of Appendix 3-4 will be updated with the amendment.
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Aurora Facilities Planning Area 

I. Existing Situation 

A. County/Basin: 

Portage/Lake Erie 

 

B. Facilities Planning Area: 

Aurora 

 

C. Management Agency (MA): 

I Primary MA 

a) City of Aurora 

II. Secondary MA 

a) City of Aurora 

 

D. Publicly-Owned Treatment Works: 

a) Aurora Central WWTP, 1.0 MGD 

b) Aurora Westerly WWTP, 1.4 MGD 

 

E. Facilities Plan: 

a) Western Reserve Consultants, Inc., City of Aurora, Ohio and Mantua Twp., Western 

Portion Central facilities Plan (Amended), May 1979. 

b) Havens and Emerson Lmt., Facilities Plan for the Upper Tinkers Creek Watershed, 

Three Rivers Watershed District, 1975 

 

F. Area Served: 

City of Aurora 

 

G. Receiving Stream: 

a) Aurora Branch of the Chagrin 

b) Pond Brook Tributary 

 

H. Contact Person/Address/Phone/Fax: 

Mr. Harry Stark, MPA, CPMSM 

Director of Public Services 

City of Aurora 

130 S. Chillicothe Road 

Aurora, Ohio 44202 

Phone: (330) 995-9116 

Fax: (330) 562-1306 
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I. Population Served: 

The population projections used in the 201 Plan and those in the NEFCO 208 Clean 

Water Plan are compared below. 

 

a) Aurora Central (Chagrin River) 

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 

201  6,638 7,146 7,768 8,680 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

Approved 208  3,888 4,046 4,668 5,180 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

b) Aurora Westerly 

201  17,880 20,244 21,301 23,150 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

Approved 208    7,558   8,051   9,145 11,209 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

 

The above population projections (Approved 208) were prepared in 1990.  Updated 

projections are scheduled to be prepared after county population projections are produced 

by the Ohio Department of Development Office of Strategic Research. 

 

II. Wastewater Treatment Planning Prescriptions and Wastewater Planning Options 

Original source information provided by the City of Aurora Service Director, August 1999. 

 

Aurora Jurisdictions: 

Areas Currently Service with Sanitary Sewers (yellow): 

These areas are currently served with sanitary sewers except for isolated pockets of 

Household Sewage Treatment Systems (HSTS).  Existing HSTSs must be abandoned when 

sewers are available within 100 feet of the property on which the building is located.  

Otherwise, existing HSTSs may be upgraded upon failure.  All sewered areas will be 

connected to a specified existing Publicly-Owned Treatment Facility (POTW). 

 

Areas Expected to be Served with Sanitary Sewers within the next 20 Years (orange): 

All future sewers will be connected to a specified existing POTW.  Existing HSTSs must be 

abandoned when sewers are available within 100 feet of the property on which the building is 

located.  Otherwise, existing HSTSs may be upgraded upon failure.  However, new on-site 

systems may be used but must meet with Portage County Health Department (PCHD) 

criteria.  The areas will be served by sanitary sewers only at property owner’s expense. 

 

1. East of the Conrail tracks on the south side of Treat Road.  The majority of this area has 

been rezoned to ‘PD’ and is a part of the Barrington development.  Central sewers will be 

provided by the developer.  The 23-acre parcel directly to the East of the Conrail tracks 

now contains a development with multi-family residences, four per unit.  Sewers were 

installed and all 21 units and the club house are connected to City sewer.    

   

2. Homestead Development in the northeasterly quadrant preliminarily planned for 142 lots 

on 256 acres of land.  Central sewers will be provided by the developer.  The advent of 

the Homestead development will present an opportunity to extend sewers into 

Beechwood Allotment (Circlewood Drive), an old development with a history of 

problems with existing HSTS’s.  The Homestead development has been completed and 

all unites are connected to sewer.  Circlewood Drive has not been connected at this time.   
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3. West of Cochran Road in the Lakes of Aurora development.  Central sewers will be 

provided by the developer.  This development was completed with sanitary sewers 

installed and connections for each unit.  There are 43 units proposed and currently 1 is 

under construction.   

 

4. Industrially zoned land on the west side of S.R. 43 opposite Lena Drive.  An 85-acre 

industrial development known as Davis Development is under review by the City.  

Twelve building sites are proposed.  Central sewers will be provided by the developer.  

No development scheduled at this time.   

 

5. The area bounded by S.R. 43, Sea World Drive, the north corporation line, the Conrail 

tracts, and Treat Road is not currently sewered.  The area is presently being used for 

parking.  Sewers can be extended into the area if and when required but has not yet been 

extended. 

 

6. With the recent advent of sewers in the Lakes of Aurora development west of Cochran 

Road, sewers are considered available if and when required for the Aurora Hill Colony 

development (known locally as Weston Woods).  Aurora Hill Colony dates to the 1950s. 

 It is served by existing HSTSs which in many cases have caused problems to the 

environment.  There are many unoccupied lots which do not meet the PCHD’s current 

area requirement for an HSTS.  Extension of the central sewer system into the 

development is possible if the residents are willing to participate in the cost.  However, 

since the lots are generally large, the cost of a central sewer system becomes prohibitive.  

Sanitary sewers were installed throughout the entire Aurora Hill Colony (known as 

Weston Woods) in 2008.   

 

Areas that will be Served by Home Sewage and Semi-Public Sewage Disposal Systems 

(cream): 

In the northeasterly, southeasterly, and southwesterly areas of the City, new development is 

expected to be "large lot" (low density) with non-discharging or discharging on-site systems. 

In all cases, the City relies on the criteria, and approval, of the PCHD for on-site sewage 

systems. On-site systems would expect to be upgraded upon failure. With the exception of 

the proposed Homestead Development with possible extension into Beechwood Allotment, 

and the area on the south side of Treat Road, west of S. R. 306, there is no planning for 

sanitary sewer service to these areas.  

 

The northeasterly area of the existing FPA is reaching full development. With the exception 

of the proposed Homestead Development and the Hartman parcel (west side of Townline 

Road, north of S.R. 82), the remaining parcels are either small or present severe 

topographical or drainage problems for development. Existing development is served with 

on-site systems.  

 

The southeasterly area, with the exception of Stonewood Estates (corner of Page and Bartlett 

Roads), is undeveloped.  The area contains large parcels of land which comprise the City's 

Sunny Lake Park and the Cleveland Bird Club and lie between the other developable parcels 

and an acceptable point of connection to the central area interceptor. The Park and Club areas 

are reserved for recreational use. Also, the City has recently purchased four large parcels in 
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the vicinity which will also be reserved for recreational use.  Other like purchases are 

contemplated by the City.  Extension of “gravity” sewer service to the undeveloped parcels is 

physically possible but is likely to be economically prohibitive due to the necessity of routing 

the sewers around, or through, the “non-contributing” Park and Club areas.  

 

Via referendum this November, the City is pursuing a number of “use” changes to its zoning 

code. One such change involves an option to a developer, in areas of large lot zoning, to 

implement “open-space”, “conservation” development.  The developer will have the option 

to cluster the allowable building units in return for the creation of large “open-space” areas.  

Clustered housing development will necessitate the extension of sewers into the development 

or, new treatment technologies.  

 

The southwesterly area (south of S. R. 82, north of Tinkers Creek State Park) is comprised of 

a number of large parcels, seemingly “ripe” for development. In the past, the City has 

received inquiries regarding potential development of these parcels. Generally, however, the 

area is a flat, lowland which naturally retains water and is spotted with wetlands. Given its 

proximity to the City's Westerly WWTP site, the area would seem to lend itself to 

open-space, clustered development.  

 

Potential Additional Sanitary Sewer System Service Area: 

A “Potential Additional Sanitary Sewer Service Area” has been added to the map in the 

east-central area of the City, contiguous to S.R. 82 and East Pioneer Trail. Sewer service to 

this area is not planned at this time.  However, to service the area, the existing central area 

interceptor would have to be extended easterly about 2,500 feet, north of and along an 

existing watercourse north of East Pioneer Trail.  The end of this extension presents the 

confluence of three local watercourses (from the north, east and southwest) along which local 

trunk sewers would be routed.  Initial design of the existing central area interceptor, 

downstream of the point of connection (thru the Aurora Country Club), allowed for the 

proposed extension to the east.  This extension to the east, along with the local trunk sewers, 

would encourage new “open-space” development in the additional service area.  The 

extension would also provide future service for Thornhill Estates and Greenview Estates, 

existing developments with on- site systems, as well as service for the Hartman parcel on 

Townline Road, aforementioned. 
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