
CITY HALL • 224 WEST BUFFALO • NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 49117 
269.469.1500  •  FAX 269.469.7917 

City of New Buffalo 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

MAY 20, 2024 AT 6:30 PM 

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Approval of Agenda
5. Consent Agenda

a. City Council Minutes:  April 15, 2024 (regular); April 22, 2024 (special); May 6, 2024 (special); 
Library Board

b. Receive Monthly Reports: Police, Fire, Water, Park, Building, Streets, Code Enforcement and 
Treasurer

c. Monthly Account Payable

6. Public Comment

7. Public Hearing
a. Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Truth-In Taxation
b. Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget

8. Unfinished Business
a. Purchase of Tables for Oselka Park

9. New Business
a. Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Millage Rates
b. Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Annual Budget
c. Special Event Application – New Buffalo Explored (NBX)
d. Special Use Permit Amendment and Site Plan – 11 W. Merchant (Brewster’s)
e. Site Plan Approval – 16 N. Smith Street
f. Resolution of Support – Great Lakes Coalition
g. Special Event Application – Southwest Michigan Symphony “Pop-Up Concert”
h. Engineering Services – Pedestrian Bridge

10. Discussions
a. Tacos My Fren Food Truck
b. Waterfront Projects Update

11. City Manager Comments

12. Council Comments

13. Adjournment



April 15, 2024               NEW BUFFALO REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING   6:30 p.m. 

Mayor Humphrey called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

The City Council led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call: Flanagan, Humphrey, Lijewski, Price, Robertson 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Watson; City Clerk; Amy Fidler; Deputy Clerk; Amber Schroeder 
 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Council member Lijewski, seconded by Council member Flanagan to approve the 
agenda with the following changes move the closed session until after the additional discussion item of the beach: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Price, Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by Council member Lijewski to approve the consent 
agenda: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Price, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Public Comment:  
None 
 
New Business 

Resolution to vacate a portion of East Michigan Street right-of-way between Bell Avenue and the Rose 
Street right-of-way: Motion by Council member Price, seconded by Council member Flanagan to approve 
vacating of City right-of-way for East Michigan for the project to be located at 1109 East Buffalo (Petite Acres, 
LLC):  

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Flanagan, Price, Lijewski, Robertson, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Resolution to vacate a portion of Virginia Street right-of-way between US 12 Highway (Buffalo Street) and 
East Michigan Street right-of-way:  Motion by Council member Price, seconded by Council Member Lijewski 



April 15, 2024               NEW BUFFALO REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING   6:30 p.m. 

to approve vacating of City right-of-way for Virginia Street for the project to be located at 1109 East 
Buffalo (Petite Acres, LLC): 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Flanagan, Price, Humphrey 
NAYS:  
ABSENT: 
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Resolution to vacate a portion of Rose Street between US 12 Highway (Buffalo Street) and East Michigan Street 
right-of-way: Motion by Council member Price, seconded by Council member Lijewski to approve the vacating of City 
rights-of way for Rose Street for the project to be located at 1109 East Buffalo (Petite Acres, LLC): 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Price, Lijewski, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYS:  
ABSENT: 
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Medic 1 Representative Appointment: Motion by Council Member Flanagan, seconded by Council member 
Lijewski to approve the reappointment of City Manager Darwin Watson as the City of New Buffalo’s 
Representative to the Medic 1 Board of Trustees: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Price, Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Purchase of Tables for Oselka Park: Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Council member 
Flanagan to table the purchase of picnic tables for Oselka Park from Penchura, LLC in the amount of 
$30,170: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Flanagan, Price, Robertson, Lijewski, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Awarding of Contract - Abonmarche: Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by Council member 
Lijewski to approve awarding the harbor maintenance dredging professional services to Abonmarche in 
the amount of $33,500: 



April 15, 2024               NEW BUFFALO REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING   6:30 p.m. 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Price, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Marina Electrical Upgrades Project – Change Order #1: Motion by Council Member Robertson, seconded by 
Council member Price to approve Change Order #1 for the Transient Marina Electrical Upgrade Project in 
the amount of $17,106:   

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Price, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED: 
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Discussions: The City Council had a brief discussion on the beach. 
 
Closed Session: Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by Council member Lijewski to approve going 
into closed session under MCL 15.268 of the Open Meetings Act section 8(a) personnel evaluation of City 
Manager Watson at 7:12 p.m.: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Flanagan, Price, Robertson, Lijewski, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED: 
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Mayor Humphrey stated the City Council is reconvening to open session at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Based on City Manager Watson’s evaluation the following motion was made. 
 
Motion by Council member Price, seconded by Council member Lijewski to approve setting Manager Watson salary to 
$107,000 with a 4-year contract. After the first year of his contract City Manager Watson’s raises will be based on his 
evaluation, and will meet or exceed Department Heads raises: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Price, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED: 
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 



April 15, 2024               NEW BUFFALO REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING   6:30 p.m. 

Adjournment: Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Council member Flanagan to approve adjourning 
the meeting at 8:08 p.m. 
  
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Flanagan, Price, Robertson, Lijewski, Humphrey 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
af 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 

John Humphrey, Mayor     Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk   



April 22, 2024                 NEW BUFFALO SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING BUDGET WORKSHOP    5:00 p.m. 

Mayor Humphrey called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The City Council led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call: Humphrey, Lijewski, Price, Robertson 
 
Absent: Flanagan  
 
Staff Present: City Manager Watson, City Clerk; Amy Fidler, Treasurer; Kathie Butler, Water Superintendent; Ken Anderson, 
Chief of Police; Rich Killips, Parks Director; Kristen D’Amico, Street Crew Lead; Josh Bolton. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Council member Lijewski, seconded by Council member Price to approve the agenda with 
the addition of a discussion of Pine Grove Cemetery fence: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Price, Robertson, Lijewski, Humphrey 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Flanagan 
ABSTAINED: 
 
Motion Carried, 4-0. 
 
New Business 
 
Fiscal Year 2024-25 Annual Budget 

City Manager Watson and City Treasurer, Kathie Butler reviewed the FY 2024/25 City of New Buffalo budget with 
Department Heads. 
 
Council member Flanagan arrived at the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
City Clerk Fidler corrected the mayor and stated that you may not add items to a Special Meeting agenda and the Cemetery 
fence discussion would have to wait until the next meeting.   
 
Adjournment: Motion by Council member Price, seconded by Council member Lijewski to approve adjourning the meeting 
at 5:59 p.m. 
  
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Price, Humphrey  
NAYES: 
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED: 
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
af 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 

John Humphrey, Mayor     Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk   



May 6, 2024     NEW BUFFALO SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING   5:00 p.m. 

Mayor Humphrey called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The City Council led the Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call: Flanagan, Robertson, Lijewski, Humphrey 

Absent: Price 

Staff Present: City Manager Watson, City Clerk; Amy Fidler 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by Council member Lijewski to approve the 
agenda: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Price 
ABSTAINED: 

Motion Carried, 4-0. 

Public Comment: 

Conrad Rieckhoff 

New Business 

Awarding of Dredging Contractor (King Company): Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by Council 
member Lijewski to approve awarding the dredge project to The King Company, Inc. in the amount of $178,000: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Price 
ABSTAINED: 

Motion Carried, 4-0. 

Repair of Pine Grove Cemetery Fence: Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by Council member Lijewski to 
approve payment for the fence repair work at the Pine Grove Cemetery in the amount of $15,500: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Flanagan, Lijewski, Robertson, Humphrey 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Price 
ABSTAINED: 

Motion Carried, 4-0. 



May 6, 2024     NEW BUFFALO SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING   5:00 p.m. 

Awarding of Sidewalk Replacement Contractor (Pajay, Co.): Motion by Council member Flanagan, seconded by 
Council member Lijewski to approve replacing the remaining sidewalk at the marina by Pajay, Inc. in the amount of 
$14,950: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Price 
ABSTAINED: 

Motion Carried, 4-0. 

Adjournment: Motion by Council member Lijewski, seconded by Council member Flanagan to approve adjourning the 
meeting at 5:24 p.m. 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Lijewski, Flanagan, Humphrey 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Price 
ABSTAINED: 

Motion Carried, 4-0. 

af 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

John Humphrey, Mayor Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 



CITY HALL • 224 WEST BUFFALO • NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 49117 • 269/469-1500 
FAX 269/469-7917 

Mr. Watson, 

It is my pleasure to report some of the highlights from the last month of the Police Department’s 

operations.  If you would like additional information on any of these items, please let me know. 

• In the last 30 days, the NBPD has taken exactly 115 complaints.  Those include 3 

larceny/fraud, 2 assaults,  2 trespassing complaints, and 9 ordinance violation 

complaints

• NBPD welcomes Bruce McKamey as a new full time police officer.  Bruce has worked 

for the PD for approximately 13 years part time and quite regularly fro the last two.  

Bruce has been transitioned to a full time position and will help anchor our night shift.  

If you see Bruce please congratulate him on his new position.

• In the recent past, the PD has taken multiple complaints of people bing defrauded 

through different types of internet scams with losses in the thousands of dollars.  Please 

be helpful to our elder friends who are much more likely to fall pray to these types of 

scams.  Just remind them to never buy anything off of facebook and to never give your 

personal information including user names and passwords to anyone, and if someone 

demands gift cards as some sort of payment.....it's a scam.  

Sincerely, 

Richard L Killips 

Chief of Police 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

CITY HALL • 224 WEST BUFFALO • NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 49117 • (269) 469-1500 
FAX (269) 469-7917 ● www.cityofnewbuffalo.org 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: City Manager, Mayor & Council Members 

From:   Fire Chief Chris Huston 

Date:     May 13, 2024 
 

 
The Fire Department training meeting was held on April 18, 2024. The business meeting was held 
on May 2, 2024. The Department had a total of 4 fire calls. 

 
 
 
 















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY HALL • 224 WEST BUFFALO • NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 49117 • 269/469-1500 
FAX 269/469-7917 

 
 

April 10, 2024 

 

To Mayor and City Council: 

The season has arrived!  Even though the official start to summer is a week away, things have really 
started to pick up around the city’s parks, especially at the beach. 
 
Now that we have been having some warmer weather, traffic at the beach has really picked up. We will 
have staff available for Memorial Day weekend.  I am trying to get kids sooner, but they are all still in 
school or on their way back from school.   
 
Construction continues at the marina.  After speaking with the contractors, we still look to be on schedule 
for completion on May 24th, which is cutting it really close for the holiday weekend.  I’m keeping my 
fingers crossed that all goes smoothly and we can be open for the start of the summer season. 
 
The boat ramp has been seeing a good amount of traffic, both commercial and fisherman.  Third Coast is 
set to start their season on Memorial Day weekend.  I expect that once again they will have a very busy 
summer. 
 
Construction at Oselka pavilion has finally begun! I have spoken to the contractor, as of now we don’t 
have a completion date.  This is a very tedious project with all the different roof lines, so they can’t give 
me a completion date until they get started and see just how long it will take.  I am looking  forward to 
this finally being completed and the pavilion being able to be utilized.  
 
Baseball season has gotten off to a very wet and slow start.  At this point with all the rain we continue to 
have, it’s a challenge to keep the fields drug and looking good.  We are doing our best, but with all the 
rain this spring its been tricky keeping them looking good. 
 
It is hard to believe that the summer season is right around the corner!  I am expecting it to be incredibly 
busy at the beach this summer, possibly our busiest summer yet! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kristen D’Amico 
Parks Director 



Permit # Address Category Applicant Nam Date Issued Date Expires Amount Billed

Permit List 05/01/2024

$168.00 11 W. MERCHANT ST 10/12/202404/15/2024Aust Plumbing, LLCAlterationPP24-0017

$262.50 1501 W Water St Unit 26 10/09/202404/12/2024Town and CountryAlterationPP24-0016

$168.00 102 N BARKER ST 10/06/202404/04/2024SIEMBIDA, STANLEY & BARBWater Heater ReplacementPP24-0015

$178.50 1501 W Water ST Unit 12 10/26/202404/29/2024ALL PRO SERVICESAlterationPM24-0027

$330.75 328 S BERRIEN ST 10/23/202404/26/2024Sun Services Inc Brian TurayAlterationPM24-0026

$189.00 102 E CLAY ST 10/22/202404/25/2024CONWAY, WILLIAM & REBECFurnace ReplacementPM24-0025

$189.00 22 Landings BLVD Unit 199 10/21/202404/24/2024McGhee's Heating & Air ConditiAlterationPM24-0024

$183.75 1151 SHORE DR 10/19/202404/22/2024B.E.R. RefrigerationAlterationPM24-0023

$220.50 114 N Barker ST 10/13/202404/16/2024Paniccia Heating & Cooling Inc.AlterationPM24-0022

$577.50 207 N WHITTAKER ST 10/09/202404/12/2024B.E.R. RefrigerationCommercial BuildingPM24-0021

$362.25 24 N WHITTAKER ST 10/06/202404/05/2024Brunke Geiger Heating & CooliAlterationPM24-0020

$231.00 420 Oselka DR 113 09/29/202404/02/2024Paniccia Heating & Cooling Inc.AlterationPM24-0019

$78.75 220 W Indiana ST 10/15/202404/12/2024Killian Michael GFurnace & Water HeaterPM24-0017

$168.00 27 S CHICAGO ST 10/23/202404/26/2024Four Seasons Heating & AC LLHot TubPE24-0023

$183.75 1151 SHORE DR 10/19/202404/22/2024Hein Electric Inc.AlterationPE24-0022

$178.50 110 N Townsend St 10/15/202404/18/2024Howell Electric, LLCTemp ServicePE24-0021

$305.55 24 N WHITTAKER ST 10/12/202404/15/2024Wolverine ElectricalAlterationPE24-0020

$168.00 215 S EAGLE ST 10/06/202404/09/2024Forge Electric & Construction InAlterationPE24-0019

$333.90 508 W Mechanic St 10/01/202404/02/2024Howell Electric, LLCPoolPE24-0018

$315.00 123 W MECHANIC ST 10/22/202404/25/2024Ayers Basement SystemsInterior Alteration/Remodel MinPB24-0047

$315.00 601 W MICHIGAN ST 10/23/202404/26/2024Kathryn, AnastosPool IngroundPB24-0046

$420.00 819 W Michigan ST 10/21/202404/24/2024MARINESCU, FELICIA UNIT 3 Deck/attachedPB24-0045

$315.00 132 S WILLARD ST 10/20/202404/18/2024Joel, Giannetti & KimberlyDeck/attachedPB24-0044

$210.00 800 W BUFFALO ST 10/22/202404/17/2024Deniza's Joint Deniza WeisenritCommercial New BuildingPB24-0043

$315.00 300 W MICHIGAN ST 10/19/202404/22/2024R.L. Roofing Inc.Siding OnlyPB24-0042

$315.00 204 S Bronson St 10/14/202404/17/2024Bryan RipleyAdd,Alter,RepairPB24-0041

$315.00 314 N EAGLE ST 10/14/202404/17/2024OwnerDeck/attachedPB24-0040

$315.00 116 W CLAY ST 10/12/202404/15/2024R.L. Roofing Inc.Roofing Re-Deck & ShinglesPB24-0039

$420.00 316 S Mayhew St 10/12/202404/10/2024Pedroza Construction LLCExterior Alteration/RemodelPB24-0038

$210.00 16 N SMITH ST 10/08/202404/11/2024Moore, Jacob Kalliath-Moore, EAdd,Alter,RepairPB24-0037

$315.00 301 S NORTON ST 10/06/202404/09/2024J & B West EnterprisesSiding OnlyPB24-0036

$630.00 340 N BERRIEN ST 10/21/202404/24/2024Lahman AdinaAdd,Alter,RepairPB24-0035



$315.00 806 NORTH DR 10/06/202404/09/2024Dune Restoration Services, IncBeach StairsPB24-0034

$315.00 1000 W BUFFALO 10/06/202404/09/2024J & B West EnterprisesAccessory BuildingPB24-0033

$315.00 412 MARQUETTE DR 10/06/202404/05/2024NESCI LANDSCAPES STEVE Add,Alter,RepairPB24-0024

Populatio All Records

$9,832.20 35 Total Billed:Number of Permits
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      Street Department Monthly Report 
April 2024 

 
Mayor Humphrey and City Council Members, 
 
The following are some of the many things we have accomplished during the month of December. 
 
 
 Daily office – Miss digs, office work, timesheets, returned missed calls. 

  
 Police Dept. –Serviced Police Vehicles. 

 
 Water Dept.- Fixed Power Washer. 

 
 Shop- Worked and cleaned shop. 

 
 Parks Dept. Fixed pump at boat ramp, serviced the four-wheeler, serviced the John Deere Tractor, and 

grader box, serviced all mowing equipment. 
                                   

 City Hall – Put up new cork board for clerk, installed televisions in City Hall Chamber. 
 

 Fire Dept  
 

 Streets -cleaned storm drains and pumps, picked up leaf bags, looked at trees, serviced tractor, fixed 
the pump at the boat ramp, cold patched, chipped brush, cleaned out ravine, regraded parking lot by 
Old Hardware store, restriped lines on Whittaker Street. 
 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
             Josh Bolton, Crew Leader 
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CITY HALL • 224 WEST BUFFALO • NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 49117 • 269/469-1500 
FAX 269/469-7917 

 

 
TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Purchase of Picnic Tables for Oselka Park 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of the purchase of picnic tables for Oselka Park from Penchura, LLC 

DISCUSSION: 

Recently, work has been authorized on the pavilion at Oselka Park to remedy an ongoing issue.  
The pavilion area is a prominent area at the park that is used by the community for everything 
from birthday parties to leisurely picnics.  The tables at the pavilion have been damaged and 
have reached their useful life. 

City staff desires to replace the tables and keep aesthetic continuity. The current tables were 
supplied by Penchura, LLC and were contacted to provide a quote for replacement.  A quote was 
submitted in the amount of $30,170, which includes the tables and freight.  

Funding for this project is available in the Parks Fund budget. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the purchase picnic tables for the municipal marina 
and Lion’s Park from Penchura, LLC in the amount of $30,170. 
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RESOLUTION 24-_____  

PURCHASE OF PICNIC TABLES FOR OSELKA PARK PAVILION 

WHEREAS, work has been authorized on the pavilion at Oselka Park to remedy an ongoing issue; 
and 

WHEREAS, the pavilion area is a prominent area at the park that is used by the community for 
everything from birthday parties to leisurely picnics; and 

WHEREAS, the tables at the pavilion have been damaged and have reached their useful life; and 

WHEREAS, city staff desires to replace the tables and keep aesthetic continuity; and 

WHEREAS, the current tables were supplied by Penchura, LLC and were contacted to provide a 
quote for replacement; and 

WHEREAS, a quote was submitted in the amount of $30,170, which includes the tables and 
freight; and 

WHEREAS, funding for this project is available in the Parks Fund budget. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New Buffalo City Council approves the purchase 
picnic tables for the municipal marina and Lion’s Park from Penchura, LLC in the amount of 
$30,170. 

DATED: May 20, 2024 

AYES:  
NAYS: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
RESOLUTION DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of 
the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

               RE:        Millage Rate Request for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of the millage rate request for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 

DISCUSSION: 

The taxable value of property within the jurisdiction of the City of New Buffalo is $323,460,479.  
It is ordered that a tax set forth be levied upon the taxable valuation of all ad valorem and personal 
property within the jurisdiction and annexed thereof: 

Purpose and Source Original Authorized Millage  2024 Millage Rate 

General Operating (Charter) 20.0000 9.7631 

Parks (Voted) 0.4599 0.4391 

Streets/Roads (Voted) 0.2431 0.2386 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council establishes the requested millage rates for the City of New 
Buffalo for the period of July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. 
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-_______ 

MILLAGE RATE REQUEST FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 

WHEREAS, the taxable value of property within the jurisdiction of the City of New Buffalo is 
$323,460,479; and 

WHEREAS, it is ordered that a tax set forth be levied upon the taxable valuation of all ad valorem 
and personal property within the jurisdiction and annexed thereof: 

Purpose and Source Original Authorized Millage  2024 Millage Rate 

General Operating (Charter) 20.0000 9.7631 

Parks (Voted) 0.4599 0.4391 

Streets/Roads (Voted) 0.2431 0.2386 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New Buffalo City Council establishes the requested 
millage rates for the City of New Buffalo for the period of July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. 

DATED:   

AYES: 
NAYS: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
RESOLUTION DECLARED: 
 

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that the 
above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of the 
City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

 
________________________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Adoption of the Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025   

DISCUSSON: 

The Michigan Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act (P.A. 2 of 1968) and the New Buffalo City Charter 
requires the city to adopt an annual budget.  In accordance with Chapter 8 of the City Charter, the city 
held a Budget Workshop and held a Public Hearing on the annual budget, which were properly noticed 
to the general public.    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. 

  



 

CITY HALL • 224 WEST BUFFALO • NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 49117 
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO 
RESOLUTION 24-_____ 

ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 

WHEREAS, the City Manager of the City of New Buffalo, in accordance with the City Charter, and under 
the laws of the State of Michigan, has presented to the City Council recommended budgets for the fiscal 
year 2024-2025; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of New Buffalo has reviewed and discussed the appropriations for 
the various funds and departments a well as the proposed municipal expenditures and held a public 
hearing to receive public comment; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of New Buffalo, hereby levy an ad 
valorem tax on all properties of 9.7631 mills for operational purposes, 0.4391 for parks and 0.2386 for 
roads, for the tax year 2024 and adoption of the Truth-In Taxation; and  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of New Buffalo hereby 
adopts and approves the General Fund by Department, and all remaining funds by fund, as presented, 
for the 2024-2025 fiscal year and the adoption of the Truth-In Taxation Fraction for 2024-2025 fiscal 
year only. 

DATED:   

AYES: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution offered and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 20th day 
of May, 2024. 

______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Special Event Application – New Buffalo Convention & Visitors Bureau  

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of the Special Event Application for New Buffalo Convention & Visitors Bureau Event – 
New Buffalo Explored (NBX) presents Minor Moon concert at the New Buffalo Marina   

DISCUSSON: 

The city was contacted by New Buffalo Convention Bureau to host a concert featuring the group 
Minor Moon.  The concert will be free event held at the New Buffalo Marina on the evening of 
July 11, 2024.  Guests will be encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs for the performance 
similar to the New Buffalo Business Association’s Marina Mondays music series.  Beyond access 
to electricity, NBX would need little to no support from the city, as they will take care of the set-
up, take down and crowd management for the event.     

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the Special Event Application for New Buffalo 
Convention & Visitors Bureau – New Buffalo Explored (NBX) presents Minor Moon Concert at 
the New Buffalo Marina.    
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-______ 

SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION FOR NEW BUFFALO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU EVENT – 
NEW BUFFALO EXPLORED MINOR MOON CONCERT AT THE NEW BUFFALO MARINA  

WHEREAS, the city was contacted by New Buffalo Convention Bureau to host a concert 
featuring the group Minor Moon; and 

WHEREAS, the concert will be free event held at the New Buffalo Marina on the evening of July 
11, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, guests will be encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs for the performance 
similar to the New Buffalo Business Association’s Marina Mondays music series; and  

WHEREAS, beyond access to electricity, NBX would need little to no support from the city, as 
they will take care of the set-up, take down and crowd management for the event.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the New Buffalo City Council approves the Special 
Event Application for New Buffalo Convention & Visitors Bureau – New Buffalo Explored (NBX) 
presents Minor Moon Concert at the New Buffalo Marina.   

DATED:  

AYES:  
NAYS:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:   
RESOLUTION DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of 
the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Special Use Permit Amendment & Site Plan – 11 W. Merchant Street (Brewster’s) 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of Special Use Permit Amendment and Site Plan for outdoor seating for at 11 W. 
Merchant Street (Brewster’s)   

DISCUSSION: 

The city received a Special Use Permit Amendment application and Site Plan from the owner of 
11 W. Merchant Street.  The applicant is the property owner Maria Cleveland who is requesting 
an amendment to their outdoor seating special use permit.  The original special use permit was 
granted in 1995. 

On May 15, 2024, a quorum of the Planning Commission unanimously approved the Special Use 
Permit amendment and Site Plan at a special meeting and recommends the approval to the City 
Council.     

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the Special Use Permit amendment and Site Plan for 
outdoor seating at 11 W. Merchant. 
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-______ 

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL USE PERMIT AMENDMENT AND SITE PLAN FOR 11 W. MERCHANT 
(BREWSTER’S) FOR OUTDOOR SEATING 

WHEREAS, the city received a Special Use Permit Amendment and Site Plan application from the 
owner of 11 W. Merchant Street; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant is the property owner Maria Cleveland who is requesting an 
amendment to their outdoor seating special use permit and site plan review; and 

WHEREAS, the original special use permit was granted in 1995; and 

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2024, a quorum of the Planning Commission unanimously approved the 
Special Use Permit Amendment and Site Plan at a special meeting and recommends the 
approval to the City Council. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New Buffalo City Council approves the Special Use 
Permit Amendment and Site Plan for outdoor seating at 11 W. Merchant. 

DATED:  

AYES:  
NAYS: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT:  
RESOLUTION DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of 
the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Site Plan Approval – 16 N. Smith   

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of site plan for 16 N. Smith   

DISCUSSION: 

The city received a site plan application from the owner of 16 N. Smith.  The applicant is the 
property owner Jacob Moore, who is requesting site plan approval for construction of a new 
single-family residence to be located on the property. 

On May 7, 2024, a quorum of the Planning Commission unanimously approved the site plan and 
recommends the approval to the City Council.     

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the site plan for 16 N. Smith. 
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-______ 

SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR 16 N. SMITH  

WHEREAS, the city received a site plan application from the owner of 16 N. Smith; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant is the property owner Jacob Moore, who is requesting site plan 
approval for construction of a new single-family residence to be located on the property; and  

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2024, a quorum of the Planning Commission unanimously approved the 
site plan and recommends the approval to the City Council.    

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the New Buffalo City Council approves the site 
plan for 16 N. Smith.     

DATED:  

AYES:  
NAYS:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:   
RESOLUTION DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of 
the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Resolution of Support 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of Resolution of Support for the initiatives of the Great Lakes Coalition (GLC) 

DISCUSSON: 

Michigan’s has the longest freshwater shoreline in the world, with some of the best and most 
visited beaches in the country.  The state’s robust tourism industry is vitalized and sustained by 
the existence of these treasured natural resources. 

Germane to the communities located on or near the lakeshore is the rising and falling water 
levels.  This natural event is cyclical and occurs over ten-year periods. Despite that important 
knowledge, both the public sector and private landowners have, sadly, been ill-prepared.  More 
importantly, there isn’t a statewide strategy to preserve and protect the state’s beaches. 

The Great Lakes Coalition (GLC) is seeking that statewide strategy.  The GLC is a 501 (c 3) tax 
exempt organization, founded in 1986 and currently contains approximately 1200 members 
throughout the Great Lakes region. The GLC believes a strategy of beach nourishment is a 
natural and ecological way to protect the shoreline. 

The GLC is focused on changing this by working with Michigan legislators, universities, 
regulators, environmental protection groups, and others.  The desire is to develop policies and 
strategies associated with beach nourishment.  This would specifically be concentrated in areas 
where piers, jetties, and other man-made exist.  These structures have broken up the natural 
coastal drift of sand and deprived beaches of the natural process of replenishment that nature 
intended. 

The GLC intends to ask the legislature to authorize up to $50 million a year during the next 
legislative session and for relevant state entities to prepare a strategy.  The GLC is asking for 
support of their initiative from communities situated along the lakeshore.  This support is to 
ensure protection of community’s public infrastructure and public beaches from the next round 
of high-water levels. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the Resolution of Support for the initiatives of the 
Great Lakes Coalition (GLC).  
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-_____ 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR INITIATIVES OF GREAT LAKES COALITION 

WHEREAS, recent water levels on Lake Michigan reached their highest since 1986, among the 
highest on record; and 

WHEREAS, the impacts of humanmade structures and climate change are expected to result in 
even higher water levels in the future; and 

WHEREAS, the City of New Buffalo experienced severe erosion problems and damage to public 
infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the city has been approached by the Great Lakes Coali�on to be part of an effort to 
ini�ate state ac�ons to promote beach resilience and environmental protec�on of the shoreline; 
and 

WHEREAS, the city recognizes the opportunity to atract federal funds to Michigan to augment 
the funding of beach restora�on and ongoing beach resilience; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of New Buffalo endorses the 
efforts of the Great Lakes Coali�on; and 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the City of New Buffalo asks its Lansing delega�on to lead an effort to 
create a state strategy that would allow for cost-effec�ve sand extrac�on and deposit in order to 
build beach resilience, protec�on of public infrastructure, and protec�on of the natural 
environment. 

DATED:  

AYES: 
NAYS: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
RESOLUTION DECLARED: 

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify 
that the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City 
Council of the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ____________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Special Event Application – Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra “Pop-Up Concert” 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Approval of the Special Event Application for the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra 
“Pop-Up Concert” at Lion’s Park Pavilion   

DISCUSSON: 

The city was contacted by Barbara Hirschfeld with the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra 
(SMSO).  They are looking to hold a free to all outdoor “Pop UP! Concert” in New Buffalo on the 
evening of August 8, 2024.  “Pop UP! Concerts” are 4 to 5 SMSO musicians playing a selection of 
popular classics and sometimes more contemporary music.  Along with the music, the musicians 
engage with the audience, talking about the history and fun facts about the pieces they play.  

This is a very casual concert setting where attendees can bring blankets and lawn chairs and stay 
for the entire performance or stop by for a while.  It is presented as a very family-friendly type 
of concert, lively, fun, and enjoyable for all ages. 

SMSO would like to stage the concert in Lion's Park, as it is a small, intimate gathering place.  
This will provide a place that allows for the potential to visit local businesses or restaurants after 
the concert.  The concert is being sponsored by Horizon Bank, the New Buffalo Arts Council and 
they are seeking support from the New Buffalo Business Association (NBBA).   

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the Special Event Application for the Southwest 
Michigan Symphony “Pop-Up Concert” at Lion’s Park Pavilion.    
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-______ 

SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION FOR THE SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ‘POP-
UP’ CONCERT AT LION’S PARK PAVILION  

WHEREAS, the city was contacted by Barbara Hirschfeld with the Southwest Michigan 
Symphony Orchestra (SMSO); and 

WHEREAS, they are looking to hold a free to all outdoor “Pop UP! Concert” in New Buffalo on 
the evening of August 8, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, “Pop UP! Concerts” are 4 to 5 SMSO musicians playing a selection of popular classics 
and sometimes more contemporary music; and  

WHEREAS, along with the music, the musicians engage with the audience, talking about the 
history and fun facts about the pieces they play; and 

WHEREAS, it is presented as a very family-friendly type of concert, lively, fun, and enjoyable for 
all ages; and 

WHEREAS, SMSO would like to stage the concert in Lion's Park, as it is a small, intimate 
gathering place; and  

WHEREAS, this will provide a place that allows for the potential to visit local businesses or 
restaurants after the concert; and  

WHEREAS, the concert is being sponsored by Horizon Bank, the New Buffalo Arts Council and 
they are seeking support from the New Buffalo Business Association (NBBA).  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the New Buffalo City Council approves the Special 
Event Application for the Southwest Michigan Symphony “Pop-Up Concert” at Lion’s Park 
Pavilion.   

DATED:  

AYES:  
NAYS:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:   
RESOLUTION DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 

I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of 
the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor Humphrey and the New Buffalo City Council 

FROM: Darwin Watson, City Manager 

DATE: May 20, 2024 

RE: Engineering, Regulatory and Construction Administration Services – Galien River 
Pedestrian Bridge Project 

 
ITEM BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

Acceptance of proposal for engineering, regulatory and construction administration services for 
the Galien River Pedestrian Bridge 

DISCUSSION: 

The Revitalization and Placemaking (“RAP 2.0 Program”) provides access to gap financing for 
place-based infrastructure development, real estate rehabilitation and development, and public 
space improvements. Eligible applicants are individuals or entities working to rehabilitate 
vacant, underutilized, blighted and historic structures and the development of permanent place-
based infrastructure associated with traditional downtowns, social-zones, outdoor dining and 
placed-based public spaces. RAP 2.0 received an appropriation of $100 million in the budget 
supplemental SB 7 signed by Gov. Whitmer on Feb. 1, 2023.  

In February 2020, the city approved a Waterfront Master Plan, which included several surveys in 
which residents, part-time residents and visitors responded.  Identified as the “least favorite 
thing” and “what would you most want to see” was pedestrian bridge improvement and 
pedestrian access.    

The city was awarded a RAP 2.0 Grant in the amount of $1M.  Abonmarche has submitted a 
proposal for the delivery of engineering, regulatory and construction administration services for 
the Galien River Pedestrian Bridge Project in the amount of $268,300.     

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the New Buffalo City Council approves the acceptance of the proposal for engineering, 
regulatory and construction administration services for the Galien River Pedestrian Bridge 
Project in the amount of $268,300.    
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CITY OF NEW BUFFALO  
RESOLUTION 24-____ 

ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING, REGULATORY AND CONSTRUCTION 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES FOR THE GALIEN RIVER PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Revitalization and Placemaking (“RAP 2.0 Program”) provides access to gap 
financing for place-based infrastructure development, real estate rehabilitation and 
development, and public space improvements; and 

WHEREAS, eligible applicants are individuals or entities working to rehabilitate vacant, 
underutilized, blighted and historic structures and the development of permanent place-based 
infrastructure associated with traditional downtowns, social-zones, outdoor dining and placed-
based public spaces; and 

WHEREAS, RAP 2.0 received an appropriation of $100 million in the budget supplemental SB 7 
signed by Gov. Whitmer on Feb. 1, 2023; and  

WHEREAS, in February 2020, the city approved a Waterfront Master Plan, which included 
several surveys in which residents, part-time residents and visitors responded; and 

WHEREAS, identified as the “least favorite thing” and “what would you most want to see” was 
pedestrian bridge improvement and pedestrian access; and  

WHEREAS, the city was awarded a RAP 2.0 Grant in the amount of $1M; and  

WHEREAS, Abonmarche has submitted a proposal for the delivery of engineering, regulatory 
and construction administration services for the Galien River Pedestrian Bridge Project in the 
amount of $268,300. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New Buffalo City Council approves the acceptance 
of the proposal for engineering, regulatory and construction administration services for the 
Galien River Pedestrian Bridge Project in the amount of $268,300.     
DATED:  

AYES:  
NAYS: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT:  
RESOLUTION DECLARED:  

CERTIFICATE 
I, Ann M. Fidler, duly appointed City Clerk of the City of New Buffalo, does hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct copy of a resolution passed and approved by the City Council of 
the City of New Buffalo, Michigan, on this 20th day of May 2024. 

               ______________________________________ 
Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk 
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