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PASER Ratings 
set a universal 
standard for 
evaluating 
roads

• Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating 

• Developed in Wisconsin

• Adopted by Michigan

• Rates road surface distress, not ride, on 
scale of 1 (poor) to 10 (excellent) for 
various road compositions – asphalt, 
concrete, composite - Federal Aid and 
Non-Federal Aid

• Provides guidelines for appropriate 
treatment from reconstruction to little or 
no maintenance ( 8 and above)



Rating Based 
Maintenance 

or Repair







2024 Ratings 
Summary



2021 Ratings 
Summary



2021 vs 2024 
Ratings 

Summary
2024 PASER RATINGS



• Roadsoft is a roadway asset management system for 
collecting, storing, and analyzing data associated 
with transportation infrastructure.

• The system is built on an optimum combination of 
database engine and GIS mapping tools.

• Roadsoft’s development began in 1992 based on 
input and guidance from local road agencies in 
Michigan.

• Over 400 road agencies and consultants use 
Roadsoft to manage their roads, signs, guardrails 
and other roadway assets

• The software is maintained by a team of software 
engineers and civil engineers at Michigan 
Technological University.



Evaluation

Roadsoft software was used to develop models of 
what level of road conditions could be achieved 
by increasing annual road spending by increments 
of $500,000, $750,000 and $1,000,000.  



Evaluation

Best practices and resulting impacts of spending 
$500,000 per year annually on the community’s 
road network.  







Evaluation

Best practices and resulting impacts of spending 
$750,000 per year annually on the community’s 
road network.  







Evaluation

Best practices and resulting impacts of spending 
$1,000,000 per year annually on the community’s 
road network.  







The PASER ratings and Roadsoft analysis 
gives the City the ability to create an asset 
management plan for the community’s 
road system. The plan serves as “a process 
to strategically manage our transportation 
system in a cost-effective and efficient 
manner” with six major elements.



Importance of 
Asset 

Management 
for Roads

1. Roads are one of the major financial community assets and 
provide numerous benefits.

2. The problem is that road infrastructure is often not seen as 
financial asset for society and the economy, largely due to the 
lack of awareness of its value.

3. The consequence of not fully valuing these assets is similar to 
increasing our debt - everyone becomes poorer.

Road Asset Management Plans offers a solution…
• Establish a complete inventory of all road network with all its 

elements
• Provide a clear picture of the current condition/performance 

of the road network
• Estimate the value of the asset
• Predict future demand of traffic and service needs
• Estimate maintenance needs and costs
• Prioritize objectives related to the desired quality and 

performance of the road network
• Set up funding scenarios for the regular and timely 

maintenance and upgrade of the road asset 



Questions 
& Discussion
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