
February 18, 2025               NEW BUFFALO REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING   6:30 p.m. 

Mayor Price called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
The City Council led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call: Council members Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Price, Robertson 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Watson; City Clerk; Amy Fidler, Deputy Clerk; Amber Schroeder 
 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by Council member Knoll, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to approve the agenda: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Price 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to approve the 
consent agenda: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Knoll, Price 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Public Comment:  
Debbie Schmidt 
 
New Business 

Special Event Permit (Le Tour de Shore): Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Mayor Pro-
Tem Lijewski to approve the Le Tour de Shore Special Event Application and the use of Oselka Park 
Pavilion on June 14, 2025 from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Price 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Fiscal Year Budget Amendments:  Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski, seconded by Council member 
Robertson to approve the recommended budget amendments to the city’s 2024-2025 Fiscal Year budget: 

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Price 
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NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Site Plan Approval (315 S. Clinton): Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Council member 
Knoll to approve the site plan, pending city review of access, for 315 South Clinton:  

Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Price 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Restated Articles of Incorporation (Medic 1): Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski, seconded by Council member Knoll 
to approve the resolution adopting the Restated Articles of Incorporation of Community Emergency Service DBA 
Medic 1: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Knoll, Price 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
License Use Agreement (Service 1): Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to 
approve the license agreement with Service 1 Marine, LLC for the use of the boat launch and transient marina with 
the condition that the dates be changed to March 1st – December 1st: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Price 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Special Use Fees Adjustment:  Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski, seconded by Council member Knoll to approve the 
fee adjustments for Special Use Permit Applications to be effective February 19, 2025: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Price 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
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Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Escrow Fund Establishment: Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to approve 
the establishment of an Escrow Fund Account and its associated policy to be effective immediately: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Price 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Pokagon Fund Request for Oselka Park Project: Motion by Council member Knoll, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem 
Lijewski to approve a request to the Pokagon Fund for Municipal allocation for the Oselka Park project in an amount 
not to exceed $150,000: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Gear, Knoll, Price 
NAYS: Robertson 
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 4-1. 
 
Awarding of Contract for City Hall Sewer Repair (Versaw Earthworks): Motion by Council member Robertson, 
seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to approve Versaw Earthworks Excavating and Trucking for the sewer repair 
work at City Hall in the amount of $20,500: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Price 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Awarding of Contract for Marina Roof Repairs (IBM Construction, LLC): Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski, 
seconded by Council member Robertson to approve the contract with IBM Construction, LLC for repairs to the 
transient marina building’s roof in the amount of $25,800: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Gear, Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Price 
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Discussion: 204 W. Clay Sidewalk Appeal 
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The owner of 204 W. Clay went before the City Council to request relief from installing sidewalk(s) per Section 18-7 
(A)(2) of the City of New Buffalo’s Code of Ordinances. The council listened to the request and had a discussion and 
made the following motion:  
 
Motion by Council member Knoll, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to deny the 204 W. Clay sidewalk appeal: 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Knoll, Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Price 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Council member Robertson, seconded by Council Mayor Pro-Tem Lijewski to approve 
adjourning the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
  
Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Lijewski, Robertson, Gear, Knoll, Price 
NAYES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAINED:  
 
Motion Carried, 5-0. 
 

____________________________   _____________________________ 

Vance Price, Mayor                   Ann M. Fidler, City Clerk   


