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A. Introduction

A community’s access to resources and activities directly impacts the quality of life
of its residents and visitors. Park and recreation facilities engage people in a
community and keep them active and healthy while improving their surroundings.

The City of New Buffalo has undertaken this revised plan in an effort to:

e Maintain an updated plan to guide investment in parks, recreation, and open
space;

o Assess present community and area recreational facilities and programs;

e Inventory natural areas and open spaces contributing to a green infrastructure
network;

e Solicit public input and response regarding parks, recreation, and open space
in New Buffalo;

e |dentify priority parks, recreation, and open space improvements and
acquisitions;

e Establish a course of action for improvements and acquisition for the next five
years; and

e |dentify potential sources of funding to satisfy the goals of the plan and the
needs of residents and visitors.

The City of New Buffalo has developed this plan in accordance with the Guidelines for
the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans
established by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). In order to
retain eligibility for State and Federal park and recreation grant programs, the City must
have a current five-year plan approved by MDNR. The purpose of this document is for
planning purposes and all elements are dependent upon availability of funding.

Image courtesy of: U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Detroit District
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B. Community Description

This plan encompasses all parks, recreation, and open space within the city limits (see
Map 1). The City of New Buffalo is located in Berrien County, in the southwest corner of
the State of Michigan. The city is bordered by Lake Michigan to the west, and is
surrounded on three sides by New Buffalo Township. From the Chicago area, New
Buffalo is just over an hour away while from South Bend the city is only a 30-minute drive.
Likewise, large communities in Michigan such as St. Joseph, Benton Harbor, and
Kalamazoo are less than 45 minutes away. The city is approximately two (2) miles from

the Indiana State Line.

The City of New Buffalo has an unusually important position in the State of Michigan.
Often referred to as the "Gateway to Michigan”, New Buffalo is the first city that visitors
encounter in the state as they travel from the west on I-94 or US-12. In recognition of this
important gateway, the Michigan Department of Transportation constructed its first
Visitors Center here. The Visitors Center is now a State Historic Landmark.

Map 1. City of New Buffalo Limits
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The City of New Buffalo not only serves as one of the first locations fo welcome visitors

who pass through the community to reach other destinations in Michigan; its proximity
to large population centers, along with its natural features such as Lake Michigan and
the Galien River, attract a large number of tourists and summer residents.

The United States Census count for New Buffalo's population is 1,883 in 2010. This is a
33.2% decline from the recorded high of 2,821 in 1980. The reported population has
declined in each decennial census from 1980 until the present. However, from 2000 to
2010 there has been the addition of 266 housing units and an increase in the number of
vacant housing units. While the year-round population has decreased, the number of
total and vacant housing units has increased. Of the vacant homes, 83% are for
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use compared to 75% for 2000. This indicates a
growth in the number of seasonal or vacation homes.

Figure 1. City of New Buffalo Housing

Percent of
Vacant
Homes for
seasonal,
Total Occupied Vacant recreational,
Housing  Housing Housing or occasional
Population = Units Units Units use
1970 2,784 1,039
1980 2,821 1,167
1990 2,317 1,363 950 413
2000 2,200 1,426 947 479 75
2010 1,883 1,692 881 811 83
2016* 1,791 1,702

*estimates provided by the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey,
all other figures from decennial Census.

New Buffalo’s location and its natural features have contributed to the way in which
the city evolved. Many homes are in locations that are best suited to take advantage
of the natural views and settings offered by this important lakeshore community. A
majority of the commercial development, on the other hand, has occurred on major
transportation routes.

The physical form of the city is largely a reflection of its lakeside location, its orientation
to the Galien River, and the major fransportation routes such as US-12, Red Arrow
Highway, and the rail lines that connect the community to the larger constellation of
cities along the 1-94 corridor. New Buffalo’s layout follows the traditional grid pattern of
most Midwestern cities and towns developed during the mid-1800s. The grid, which is
bisected by US-12, is oriented to the lakeshore and consists of condominium
development on the lakeshore, modestly scaled residential neighborhoods, and a
traditional commercial downtown. While the city is predominantly residential,
commercial development is found in the Central Business District, the US-12 corridor,
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and on Whittaker Street as it leads from one of two interchanges of I-94 which serve the
city. In February 2008, Ordinance 175 took effect which made parks and recreation a
use permitted by right in all zoning districts.

Official Zoning Map, City of New Buffalo

(Ordinance 209, effective 11/13/2013)
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R-1 Single Family Residential GCD General Commercial District \
R2 Medium Density Residential [ CBD Central Business District : ;k -
[ | R-3 High Density Residential I-1 General Industrial District ’
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The use of this map is for general réference purposes. Zoning: City of New Buffalo, 2013

Berrien County and New Buffalo have a rich cultural history that predates early
European settlement. Historians believe that as glaciers receded, hunters followed the
animals into the area. In addition, New Buffalo’s location at the base of Lake Michigan
and at the mouth of the Galien River also served as an important trading area for
Native Americans.

More recently, the pioneer history of the community dates back to the end of the
seventeenth century when early French missionaries and explorers first settled the area.
In 1679, the French explorer LaSalle discovered the Galien River. The fur frade in the
early 1700's was followed by more permanent agricultural based settlements. As
development confinued in the community, its residents began to learn more about the
rich history of the area.

Two (2) registered historic sites exist within or near
the city - the Saint John German Lutheran
Evangelical Church (pictured) and the Tourist
Lodge Informational Center on 1-94.
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The wealth and diversity of natural resources found within New Buffalo and the
surrounding area provides an excellent environment for recreation. There are a number
of unique ecosystems found within the community that are seldom found in
combination elsewhere in the world. The dune ecology found along Lake Michigan,
combined with the high quality wetlands alongside the Galien River, further conftribute
to the diverse ecology in the New Buffalo area.

The varied landscape of the region, in turn, supports a broad range of plant and animal
species. In addition, the strategic location of the community is not only important to
people, but to migratory birds as well. New Buffalo is located in three different migratory
fly-ways. The varied habitats of the area provide ideal settings for birds; the community
is a popular destination for avid bird watchers. However, the area is also attractive to
geese, which have caused some problems along public walkways near the harbor and
lakefront. In 2016, the City infroduced a plan using permitted dogs to patrol the
waterfront, thusly disturbing the population without harassment or harm.

The estuary of the Galien River and its tributaries serve as important resources to Lake
Michigan and the recreational and charter fishing industries of the area. The River and
its tributaries provide an ideal setting as a hatchery for a variety of freshwater fish
species and provide fishing opportunities during the fall spawning season for salmon
and steelhead. The presence of Lake Michigan on the northwestern side of the city is
an obvious water resource within the community and the entire state. Lake Michigan is
the third largest Great Lake by surface area and the sixth largest freshwater lake in the
world. The City Beach provides the primary public access point to the shoreline within
the city. There are also several road end access points in New Buffalo and Chikaming
Townships.

The Galien River and its large, wooded flood-plain provides natural areas and
important wildlife habitat. The river parallels the Lake Michigan shoreline in the eastern
half of the community before emptying into Lake Michigan near the City Beach. The
river basin or watershed consists of a main branch and a southern branch. The Galien
River Watershed is 112, 222 acres in size, with 82,665 acres in Michigan. A watershed
does not respect state, county, tfownship, village or city boundaries. Through the efforts
of the Galien River Watershed Project, there is a recognition that watershed
communities must work together to improve and protect water resources.

The communities in the Galien River Watershed have expressed concerns about water
quality and the impacts on public safety, wildlife habitats, and financial livelihoods. The
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has included several reaches in
the watershed on the Clean Water Act, Section 303(d) list for not meeting water quality
standards. In consequence, a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) process was initiated.
The identified pollutants that are impairing those waters include sediment, nutrients, and
bacteria. The Galien River Watershed Management Plan identifies the causes and
sources of the pollutants and recommends actions to improve water quality.

Further, the water quality of the ground and surface waters is being threatened by
growth and development that does not limit impacts on these water resources. If not

City of New Buffalo Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan 7
2019 —-2023



planned carefully, growth and development will cause water currently reaching the
river through groundwater to be redirected and reach the river through overland flow
via runoff from impervious surfaces. This threatens to change the watershed’s flow
regime, creating flashy streams and rivers with high flows after storm events. The
increased runoff will also increase stream bank erosion and result in more pollutants
(sediment, nutrients, etc.) reaching surface waters.

In 2008, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) provided grant funds
to The Conservation Fund and Chikaming Open Lands to preserve and improve the
water quality of the Galien River Watershed. Some of the grant funds were used to
provide tools and planning assistance to local units of government within the watershed
and to purchase conservation easements in the watershed. For more information on
the Galien River Watershed refer to the “Galien River Watershed Management Plan”
which can be found at http://www.swmpc.org/grw.asp.

Over sixty percent (60%) of the wetlands in the Galien River Watershed have been lost
since pre-settlement times. There are many remaining wetland areas surrounding and
within the city. Remaining wetland areas provide invaluable functions such as flood
protection, pollutant removal, and wildlife habitat. The Department of Natural
Resources has identified the Galien River Marsh (located just upstream from where the
Galien River enters Lake Michigan) as being one of the best fresh water estuaries in the
State of Michigan. There are at least fifteen (15) different types of Threatened or Special
Concern plants located within this wetland. In addition, large marsh and wooded
wetland areas provide sanctuary for migrating waterfowl such as the American
Wigeon, Shoveler, Gadwall, Bufflehead, Goldeneye, Green-Winged Teal, and many
others.

City of New Buffalo Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan 8
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C. Administrative Structure
1. City Council, Advisory Boards, and Commissions

The City Council is responsible for approving the City's Community Park, Recreation,
Open Space, and Greenway Plan and decides the parks and recreation budget
and policies, with the assistance of four (4) bodies:

The Park and Recreation Board advises the City Council on matters concerning the
City's parks and recreational opportunities. They make recommendations to the
City Council for improving, planning, and developing outdoor and indoor
recreational, educational, and social facilities and programs for the community. It is
formed pursuant to the Recreation and Playgrounds Act (1917 PA 156).

The Department of Public Works provides for the operation and maintenance of
City owned or conftrolled parks, recreational facilities, and other facilities as
assigned by the City Manager, to enable the public to enjoy recreational amenities
and opportunities, while striving to enhance those facilities. Parks maintenance and
operations is managed by the Parks Director. Please see the organizational chart
on the following page.

The Planning Commission approves long range land use policies for the City,
including the Master Plan, and adyvises the City Council on planning and zoning
related issues.

The Harbor Commission advises the City Council on matters related to harbor
access and facilities (City Marina, boat launch and federal navigation channel),
and acts as the agency responsible for seeking grant funding for harbor
improvements.

City of New Buffalo Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan 1%
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2. Staoff

Under the direction of the City Council, the City Manager and the Parks Director
administer all matters concerning City recreational facilities. The City of New Buffalo
maintains nine (?) parks, including Turtle Pond Natural Area which is under a
conservation lease. The Skate Park is jointly managed with New Buffalo Township and
New Buffalo Area Schools. The Recreational Facilities Department is also responsible
for the City's Amtrak Station.

Construction projects are authorized by the City Council, and overseen by the City
Manager and Parks Director. All construction projects are completed by private
contractors under direction from, and under contract with, the City. The City does not
administer any recreation programs as of October 2018.

Besides the full-time Parks Director, parks and recreation staff consists primarily of
seasonal, part-time employees. During the summer months, individuals are hired as
lifeguards, rangers, attendants, and maintenance laborers. Seasonal employees of
the City's Recreational Facilities Department perform maintenance of the soccer
fields and ball diamonds at Oselka Park.

3. Budget and Sources of Funding

Fund for park construction and maintenance are approved by the City Council on an
annual basis. Although General Fund monies are frequently used to supplement park
revenues, beach parking, boat launching fees, and mooring fees at the Transient
Marina primarily fund the park system.

City of New Buffalo Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan 11
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a. Parks Department and Parks Improvement Fund Budgets

PARK FUND
2015-16] 201617 2017-18] 201819 2019-20

ACTIVITY] ACTIVITY ACTIVITY| AMENDED| REQUESTED
DESCRIPTION THRU 04/30/18] BUDGET BUDGET
[ESTIMATED REVEMNUES
GRANT 17,500 7,500 3,500 3,500 3,500
DOMATIONS 50 75
SERVICE CHARGE 72 195 1,539 B0 00
TRANSIENT MARINA FEES 41,761 | 58119 49,551 45,000 45,000
BOAT LAUNCHING FEES 55475 | 44,139 51,209 50,000 50,000
BOAT LAUNCH EEES-COMMERCIAL 25410 | 24184 27,419 27,000 30,000
COMCESSION 3.70% 3,957 5,039 10,000 | 2.000
VENDING MACHINE REVENUE
BEACH PARKING FEES 274,478 | 243,133 261,635 | 250,000 255,000
FORFEITURE 1250}
PAVILION RENTAL 525 475 1,150 500 500
INTEREST EARNED 142 222 488 200 200
MISCELLANEOUS 7879 | 25248 4,224
TRANSFER FROM GENERAL 125.000 | 74312 35,000 50,000 30,000
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 572,000 | 481,309 440,754 | 437,000 427,000
APPROPRIATIONS
SALARIES SUPERVISION 82,317 | 67.8¢8 88,040 83,560 85794
SALARIES PERMANENT 48162 51,417 35,294 79,415 30,297
SALARIES-OVERTIME 2,636 647 159 5,000 5,000
SALARIES-BOAT LAUNCH 22,363 | 25,442 27,468 78,500 28,500
SALARIES- MARINA 13,541 15,8641 10,131 20,000 21,000
SALARIES-BEACH 43999 | 41,725 48,764 48,000 52,000
SALARIES PART-TIME 11,000 11,000
PT - LIFEGUARDS 11,311 40,000
MEDICARE 3,616 3,458 3,166 3,323 3,334
5OCIAL SECURITY TAX 15442 | 14788 13,534 13,284 14,264
HEALTH INSURANCE 8314 20473 £,925 11,630 12,787
LIFE & DISABILITY INSURANCE 1,432 263 1,537 3,453 3,556
RETIREMENT 3,443 977 3,192 5,038 9,288
WORKER'S COMPENSATION INS 3,158 3,730 4513 4,882 5,000
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 7,005 5,278 3,471 8433 8,989
MEDICAL EXPENSE 3,451 1,318 961 2,500 2,500
STIPEMDS 200 2,000 1,000
OFFICE SUPPLIES 154 652 799 800 800
GASOLINE 6,177 5,624 4,47 5,000 4,000
OPERATING SUPPLIES 13,943 | 12434 15,425 7,000 8,000
EQUIPMENT/SMALL TOOLS 6,124 2,800 5,249 6,000 6,000
UNIFORMS 2,793 1,460 1.114 2,000 2,000
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EDUCATION & TRAIMING 1,575 200 1,051 BOO 800
ALUDIT 7,200 7,200 1,500 1.000 1,000
FROFESSIOMNAL & COMTRACTUAL 15,238 17,829 29,4588 25,000 25,000
EMGINEERING 500 2,000 2,000
LEGAL
MEMBERSHIFS & DIUES 295 230 400 4,000
TELEFHOME 3,¥88 3,135 2,784 4,125 4,250
PRIMTING & PUBLIEHING 1,337 2,150 3.641 2,500 2.500
FIRE INSURAMCE 1,534 2,351 1.724 2,000 3,000
FLEET IMSURAMCE 2,479 3,155 2,944 3,000 3,200
LIABILITY IMSURAMNCE 4,954 2,840 8,095 8,500 8,500
UTILITIES 21,387 24,871 28,453 24,200 24,925
BUILDING REFAIR & hMAINTENAMCE 1,442 4,654 22,251 8,500 8,500
GROUMNDS REPAIR & MAIMNT 15,734 21,052 10,509 8,500 8,500
EGIUIPMENT REFAIRE & MAINTEMAMCE 8,925 2,054 3,074 &, 00 4,000
VEHICLE REPAIR & MAIMTEMAMCE 2811 2,444 4,329 4,500 4,500
EGUIPMENT RENTAL 1 B87 1,300 2,500 3,500
REFUMNDS 225 400 225 225
MISCELLANEQUS 1,732 2,038 518
BAME FEES 3.7%1 §,213 8,277 F.000 7,000
MISC PROJECTS 212 4,809 4,195 7,500 7,500
CAPTAL IMFROWVEMENTS 7,500 5,000 5,000
CASH SHORT/OVER 7 (110}
ECIUIPMENT 128 5.000 5,000
TRAMSFER TO DREDGE FUND 35,188
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 442 282 433.079 420,675 471,268 451,015
MET OF REVENUES, APPROPRIATIONS 109,719 48,230 20,079 (34,268 [24,015)
1%.18% 10.0% % 4.56% -7 B4% ~2.82%
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE 47,434 | 177152 225,379 118,370
ENDING FUND BALANCE 177,153 225,382 245,458 34,268] 94,375
Fund 209 - PARK IMPROVEMENT FUND
PROPERTY TAXES 98,735 | 100,980 102,642 103,000 103,000
PEMALTY & INTEREST 192 212
DOMATIONS
INTEREST EARNED 271 237 500 100 100
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 99,198 | 101,217 103,354 103,100 103,100
IAPPRUPRIATIDNS
PARK VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT 62,297 42,233 50,000
TRAMSFER TO DREDGE FUMND 35,688 35,688 36,000 36,000
EMGINEERING 4,950
MISCELLANEOQUS 5,285 17,424
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 34,216 | 20,053 3,900 | 300,000
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 39,166 | 123,333 99245 | 386,000 36,000
NET OF REVENUES/ APPROPRIATIONS 60,032 | (22,116) 4,109 | (282,900) 67,100
60.52%| -21.85% 3.58%| -274.39% 65.08%
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE 195,655 | 255,687 233,571 77,056
ENDING FUND BALANCE 255,687 | 233,571 237,680 | (282,500)] 144,156
Fund 225 - DREDGE FUND
ESTIMATED REVENLUIES
|
GRANT
CONTRIBUTIONS 36,733 | 33,543 6,595 36,000 36,000
INTEREST EARNED 315 382 730 225 250
TRANSFER IN 35,188 | 35,688 35,688 35,600 35,800
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 72,236 | 69,613 43,013 71,825 72,050
APPROPRIATIONS
GASOLINE 116
PROFESSIONAL & CONTRACTUAL 175,102 200,000
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 175,218 200,000
NET OF REVENUES/ APPROPRIATIONS 72,236 | (105,605) 43,013 71,825 (127,950)
100.00%] -151.70% 100.00%] 100.00%] -177.50%
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE 279,742 | 351,978 246,373 10,320
FUND BALANCE ADJUSTMENTS 116
ENDING FUND BALANCE 351,978 | 246,373 289,502 71,825 | (117,630)
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b. Other Funds

As can be seen from the above budget, City revenues do not always cover actual or
anticipated expenses. Therefore, the City actively seeks funding from sources outside
the City. As noted in the next section, the City has received three development
grants from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources to develop facilities at the
City Beach, the City Boat Launch, and the Transient Marina. The City also investigates
private funding programs, such as the Great Lakes Fisheries Trust, for individual
projects and monitors both public and private grant funding sources and submits
applications for promising programs. The City also seeks individual and corporate
private donors.

Another source of funding is the partnership with the Pokagon Fund, a local
foundation formed as a result of the casino, which has funded several recreation
related initiatives and projects in New Buffalo and the surrounding area. In addition,
the City of New Buffalo receives a percentage of casino revenues and can use this
towards recreation projects.

The casino places an additional demand on City infrastructure and facilities,
particularly with regard to recreation. The thousands of people drawn to the area by
the casino require additional lodging, restaurants, and amusements in the area. In
terms of public recreation, the need for additional camping and lake access will likely
be acute. The agreement between the Pokagon Band and the City and Township
guarantees a percentage of casino revenues and foundation grant funding that can
be used to improve parks and recreation opportunities. If the experience of other
small cities with nearby casinos is any proof, the casino presents a source of funding
to meet the challenges of increased population and visitors.

However, The Pokagon Fund and local revenue sharing should not be viewed as an
unlimited source of funding. Most casinos are very popular at the outset, but outside
forces often militate against long-term success at the same high level. Therefore,
plans for recreation facilities, particularly for capital improvements, should be realistic
and nof rely strictly on gaming related funding. Those items identified in the Action
Program that are dependent on the Pokagon Fund or local revenue sharing for
funding may need to be re-prioritized if the casino is no longer able to generate
sufficient funds.

c. Volunteers

The City does not directly operate any recreation programs as of October 2018.
Summer baseball and softball leagues are managed by the volunteer-led local
foundation New Buffalo Sports, Inc. Volunteer committees manage other programs
that take place on parks grounds, such as the Ship and Shore Festival, Harvest and
Wine Festival, New Buffalo Community Picnic, and Apple Cider Century. The Oselka
Park concession stand is operated by volunteers representing the group using the
facility for fundraising during events, in particular Bison Band Boosters runs
concessions during home varsity football games.
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d. Relationships with Other Agencies

The City is continually exploring ideas to improve relationships and develop
collaborative and cost-saving partnerships with the New Buffalo School District,
New Buffalo Township, and the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians to provide
recreation programming and facilities. Currently the City works cooperatively with
New Buffalo Area Schools and New Buffalo Township to operate the Skate Park.
Further, the City has been active in the development of the Harbor Country Hike
and Bike Plan which was funded by the Pokagon Fund. The City Council also
appoints a council member to serve on the Friends of Harbor Country Trails Board
of Directors which is a non-profit grassroots organization tasked with the
implementation of the Harbor County Hike and Bike Plan.
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D. Recreation and Resource Inventory

An inventory of the recreational facilities located in and near the City of New
Buffalo was conducted by on-site visits to the facilities. The City of New Buffalo owns
and operates Oselka Park, City Beach, Boat Launch, Lion’s Pavilion Park, Riverfront
Park, Transient Marina, and Sari Asher Memorial Park. The City leases the Turtle Pond
Natural Area from a private landowner. The City works cooperatively with New
Buffalo Area Schools and New Buffalo Township to operate the Skate Park.

The park classification corresponds to the classification system in Appendix B of the
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and
Greenway Plans published by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in
June 2018. Accessibility at each park was reviewed by Abonmarche Staff in
September 2018 by comparing it to the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.
The number listed in the Accessibility Rating column (also taken from the Guidelines)
is as follows:

1. None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

2. Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

3. Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

4. The entire park meets accessibility guidelines

5. The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal

design
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1. City of New Buffalo Recreation Facilities

City Beach

Size 15 acres

Classification Special Use - Public Beach

Ownership City of New Buffalo

800 Feet of Lake Michigan Beachfront; 7.25 acres of
Facility Description sandy beach, six (6) acres of dunes, 2.1 acres of
parking with 207 spaces plus six (6) handicap
spaces.

2: Playstructure has fransfer deck but is on non-
Accessibility Rating accessible surface. Sand wheelchair available.
Need additional van accessible handicap
parking.

A swimming beach with a parking lot, a dunewalk
nature trail, picnic tables, benches, play structures,
fitness equipment, volleyball nets, restrooms, food
concession, and kayak rentals.

Facilities/Programs

Image Courtesy of: U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
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Lions Pavilion Park

Size 2 acres
Classification Mini-Park
Ownership City of New Buffalo

Facility Description

The pavilion is located at 101 Marquette Drive,
which is across the street from the City Beach.

Accessibility Rating

2: concrete surface is accessible however, route
needed to access the pavilion.

Facilities/Programs

Pavilion with two (2) fireplaces, picnic tables,
and grills. Pavilion can be rented with special
use permit.
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Riverfront Park

Size 0.75 acres
Classification Mini-Park
Ownership City of New Buffalo
Open space along Galien River with fishing
Facility Description access, five (5) sculpture installations from
HCPAI
Accessibility Rating 2: Sidewalk adjacent to the park is accessible
Facilities/Programs Two (2) fishing decks with picnic tables, benches
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Boat Launch

Size 4.75 acres

Classification Special Use - Boat Launch

Ownership MI DNR, managed by City of New Buffalo

Facility Description Boat launches and parking lot

Accessibility Rating 2:two (2) accessible boat frailer parking spaces,
however these do not have an access aisle
Eight (8) boat launch ramps, parking lof with 140

Facilities/Programs spaces, one (1) picnic table, one (1) grill; daily
fees apply, seasonal passes available.

Image Cur’resy of: U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
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The Lake Michigan Coastal Communities Trail Towns Master Plan includes a conceptual
site plan for improvements to the City Boat Launch as a frailhead for both Lake Michigan
Water Trail and Galien River Water Trail. Improvements proposed include a canoe/kayak
launch, paddler’s plaza, kayak storage, campsites, and accessibility improvements.
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Transient Marina

Size 3.5 acres
Classification Special Use - Marina
Ownership City of New Buffalo

A transient marina for boaters visiting New Buffalo. 1.5 acres of

Facility Description the 3.5 total size is submerged land.

2: one (1) accessible parking space needs to be widened to
be van accessible, route from parking to building is
accessible but building itself is inaccessible due to walkway
issues near enfrances.

Accessibility Rating

Thirty (30) transient boat slips, comfort station, picnic tables,
electric, water, pump-out station. Marine channels 16 and ? are
manned. Short term docking is available for two (2) hours Sun-
Thurs, space permitting.

Facilities/Programs
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Service Area Map - Lakefront Area
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Oselka Park

Size 17.5 acres
Classification Community Park
Ownership New Buffalo City
ore . e Multi-purpose community park and sports
Facility Description complex
3: accessible walk connects park to neighboring
Accessibility Rating sidewalks, two (2) playstructures with fransient deck

(however, surface is non-accessible), pavilion and
restfroom are accessible, multiple ADA parking
spaces.

Two (2) baseball diamonds and one (1) softball
diamond with dugouts and bleachers are used by
Facilities/Programs New Buffalo Schools Athletics and New Buffalo
Sports, Inc., who run a rec league. Soccer field,
picnic area, pavilion with concessions and fireplace,
playground, sledding hill, seasonal ice rink. Pavilion
can be rented by special use permit.
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Skate Park

Size 0.1 acre

Classification Special Use - Skateboard, Pickleball

City of New Buffalo in partnership with New
Buffalo Township and School District

Ownership

A skate and bike challenge area. Fenced area

Facility Description for pickleball and one (1) half basketball court.

Accessibility Rating 2: access to the facility is barrier free

Facilities/Programs Half pipe, ramps, and various rails. Pickleball and
basketball court markings. Nets are portable.
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Sevice Area Map - Oselka Park and Skate Park
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Sari Asher Memorial Park

Size 1.8 acres
Classification Special Use - Dog Park
Ownership City of New Buffalo
Facility Description Dog Park
Accessibility Rating 1

Two (2) fenced-in enclosures for dogs (0.5 acres or
20,000 square feet), picnic shelter, tables and
Facilities/Programs water fountain for dogs and humans. Site has @
dog sculpture anonymously donated.
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Turtle Pond Natural Area

Size 2 acres

Classification Natural Resource Area

S ] City of New Buffalo has a 25- year conservation

P lease (2002- 2027)

Facility Description Forested wetland area.

Accessibility Rating 1

Facilities/Programs Nature trail, boardwalk onql bndges.
Improvements are under discussion.
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2. New Buffalo Area Schools Facilities

New Buffalo Middle/High School

Classification School - Park
. New Buffalo School
Ownership District

School grounds with

Facility Description athletic fields and
indoor facilities.

Accessibility Rating | Not assessed

Indoor frack and fitness
center open fo public 6-
8am and 5-9pm M-F and
1-6pm Sat. & Sun., outdoor
football field renovated in
2015, baseball field, track,
tennis courts, playground,
nature trail, two (2)
basketball courts, and
one (1) soccer field.
Shares recreational
facilities with Oselka Park.

New Buffalo Elementary School

Facilities/Programs

Classification School - Park

Ownership New Buffalo School District
Facility Description ?icezlr:josol Grounds with athletic
Accessibility Not assessed

Playground, nature frail
(connects to Turtle Creek
Preserve), outdoor classroom,
two (2) baseball diamonds,
one (1) soccer field, two (2)
basketball courts.

Facilities/Programs
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3. New Buffalo Harbor Facilities (Private)
Name Description Facilities
New Private club Clubhouse, bar, restaurant, emergency tie up
Buffalo dock, dingy/jet ski dock for visitors.
Yacht
Private beachfront clubhouse and marina
Lake _ facility, children's outdoor/indoor play areas,
Michigan Private club shower and laundry facilities, 48 slips include:
Yacht water, electric, phone and cable TV, "In-slip"
Club pump-out service, parking at the slip, security
gated
Full service marina & | 140 boat slips, boat and jet ski rentals, charter
Oselka . . . : :
. private docking boat cruises, fuel, repair services, valet
Marina facility boating, boat storage
Pleasure Isle Private docking 28 boat slips

There are also five condominium associations with 703 boat slips in addition to the City
Marina with 33 boat slips. There are nine entities located in the harbor who make
voluntary conftributions to the Federal Channel Emergency Dredging Fund (EDF) each
year: Dunewood Condominium Association, Harbor Point Shores and Harbor Landings
Condo Associations, Lake Michigan Yacht Club, Oselka Marina, Pleasure Isle Marina,
South Cove Condo Association, The Moorings Condo Association, and The Peninsula
Homeowners Association, along with a contribution from a percentage of the boat
launch fees from the City of New Buffalo.

4. Private and Quasi-Public Recreation Facilities

Private and Quasi-Public Recreation Facilities in and around New Buffalo City

Name

Description

Facilities

St. Mary's Catholic
Church

Former private Catholic
school, located in the City of
New Buffalo.

Playground, basketball courts,
multi-purpose play field,
gymnasium and theater.

Calvary Chapel

Not officially available for
public use.

Green space, picnic pavilion

Bible Baptist Church

Not officially available for
public use.

Playground, volleyball court,
soccer goal.

Deer Creek Hunt
Club

Sporting clay and hunting
facility in Three Oaks on 500
acres

Club house, pro shop,
shooting lessons, also hosts
the New Buffalo High
School Clay Shooting
Team
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Name

Description

Facilities

Louis J.
Sima Great
Lakes Marsh

Preserve

A preserve owned and
managed by Chikaming Open
Lands, a local land
conservancy. The preserve
contains approximately 150
acres of the larger Galien River
Marsh.

No parking: accessible only by
small boat. Access at DNR Galien
River boat launch on Red Arrow
Highway or at the New Buffalo
City boat launch.

Outpost Sports

Kayak and canoe sales rental.

Offers trips on Galien River and
nearby shoreline.

Third Coast

Surf shop and headquarters
for New Buffalo Fresh Water
Surfers Association

Surfing equipment and lessons,
kayak rentals at the City Beach.

Equilibrium Fitness

24 Hour Access Fitness Facility
Personal & Group Fitness &
Training

24 Hour Access Fitness Facility
Personal & Group Fithess &
Training

Turtle Creek Preserve

A preserve owned and
managed by Chikaming Open
Lands, a local land
conservancy. Twelve (12) acres
of woodland and wetland in
New Buffalo just adjacent to
New Buffalo Elementary School.

Acquired late 2016: open to the
public, non-motorized trails
are open.

Camp Sokol

12.4 acre family oriented
seasonal camp used by
Chicago clientele.

Cottages/bunk houses, picnic
tables, tennis court, basketball
court.

New Buffalo Rod

Member of the Michigan
United Conservation Clubs,

Two clubhouses available for

rent, archery, trap and skeet
and Gun Club (MUCC). Site is 25 acres. ranges.
Schultz Park (Sunset Private/Quasi-Public park
Shores thatis owned by the
Homeowners homeowners of Sunset Playground
Association) Shores.
Golf complex developed as
Whittaker Woods part of alarge Plan Unit 18-hole pro golf course, club
Development. Proposed tobe | nouse, restaurant, and pavilion.
annexed to the City.
Dunes Club Exclusive galf club, not ?-hole pro golf course club

Limited Golf Club

generally available to the
public.

house and helicopter pad.

Merganser Point

Southwest Michigan Land
Conservancy Preserve

Natfure area on the
peninsula jutting into the
Galien River east of the
Whittaker Street bridge
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Recreation Facilities in

Name

djoining Communities

Description

Facilities

Village of Michiana

One acre site which serves as
the villoge activity area.

Community center with
indoor stage, playground,
playfield, tennis courts,
recycling center, municipal
offices, police and fire

Village of Grand
Beach

One acre site which services as
the village activity area

Community center, municipal

offices, playground, playfield,

tennis courts, and police
station.

Village of Grand Beach
Golf Course

Golf Course open to the public
and has hosted area schools golf
tournaments and cross country

meets

9-hole course, driving range

Grand Beach Marsh
Preserve

11 acre site managed by
Chikaming Open Lands

0.5 mile hiking trail

Galien River County Park
(located in New Buffalo
Township)

This 87 acre park is owned by
Berrien County and is along
Red Arrow Highway. It has a
mix of wetlands and uplands
along the Galien River. Itis
part of the Galien River Marsh
complex.

300' canopy walkway, 60'
high marsh overlook tower
and a 600" long marsh

boardwalk that leads to
viewing and fishing platform.
Both of these features are
accessible via hard surfaced,
barrier-free hiking trails and
paved parking lot.

Memorial Park
New Buffalo Township

Located next to the Township
Hall.

Playground, basketball,
splash pad, pavilion, picnic
tables, grills, trails, events

Glassman Park
New Buffalo Township

47 acre parcel bordered on
three sides by the Galien River
and |-94.

Driveway and parking areq,

trails, kayak/canoe launch,

fishing areas, and a Zen
labyrinth

Townline Road
Beach Access
New Buffalo
Township &
Chikaming
Township

Townline Road beach, a 33 foot

stretch of beach at the road
ending, next to Chikaming
Township which owns an

additional 33 feet of frontage

Bike rack, bench, stairs and
deck. No parking is
available and this site is not
accessible to those with
mobility limitations.

Robinson Woods and
Flynn Woods Preserves
Chikaming Township

Two preserves owned and
managed by Chikaming Open
Lands, alocal land
conservancy. These forest and
wetland preserves have a
combined 115 acres open to

Walking trails, parking for 10
cars, laminated frail guides
available, no facilities.

the public.
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Name

Description

Facilities

Chikaming Township Park
and Preserve

263 acre natural resource ared
on Warren Woods Road.
Property has woods, ravines, 5
acre lake, restored prairie, and
Galien River floodplain.

2 gravel parking lots, bike rack,
3 miles of trails and interpretive
signs, 1.13 miles of rough bike
trails, fishing platform, picnic
pavilion, grills, drinking fountain

Cherry Beach
Chikaming Township

Park and public beach with 253
feet of shoreline.

Observation platform and
picnic site that are
accessible, parking lot for
resident pass holders on
weekends and holidays from
Memorial Day to Labor Day,
stairs to beach

Harbert Community Park
Chikaming Township

Located on Red Arrow Highway
just north of the Public Safety
Building in Harbert.

Pavilion with two grills and 12

picnic tables. For the children

there are four swings, a slide,

a climber and a fishing pond.

Also available is a regulation
size Little League Baseball
Field with bleachers and @

concession stand. The
pavilion and/or baseball field
can be reserved by
Chikaming property owners
through Township Hall. Also
have ice skating rink in the
winter and a separate Dog
Park.

River Valley Senior
Center
Chikaming Township

Name

State of Michigan Recreation Facilities Outside the Cit

Senior Center

Description

Senior activities, food service
and meeting hall.

of New Buffalo
Facilities

Red Arrow Landing -
MDNR Access

3.6 acre launch site provides
access to the upper portion
of the Galien River.

Paved boat launch (small
boats), outhouse, and
public fishing access trails.

Michigan Welcome
Center

Interstate Highway
travelers’ information center

Information center and
restrooms.
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Name

Description

Facilities

Warren Dunes State
Park

This state park is nearly 2,000
acres in size, with more than 2
miles of Lake Michigan
shoreline and sand dunes rising
240 feet above Lake Michigan.

Picnic, area and shelter,
playground, beach house,
interpretive program,
hunting, swimming, hiking
and skiing, and wildlife areas.

Warren Woods State
Park

311 acre state park located
in Chikaming Township to
the northeast of New
Buffalo, on the Galien River

Rare beech/maple climax
forest, hiking trail and picnic
areq.

Grand Mere State Park

Designated as a "National
Natural Landmark" by the
federal government due to
its rarity, this 985 acre park is
managed for preservation.

Hunting, fishing, wheelchair
accessible picnic shelter,
accessible hiking area.
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Map 2. City Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Areas

City of New Buffalo

INDIANA

The use of this map is for general reference
purposes and is not a legal document.

Data Sources

Base Layers: Berrien County

Parcel: Berrien County - New Buffalo, 2011 - Outside City Limits, 2004
Lake, River & Stream: Michigan Geographic Framework (MGF) v10a
Tribal Lands: Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, 2011

Recreation/Natural Areas: Compiled by Southwest Michigan Planning
Commission (Various Sources), 2011
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Map 3. Surrounding Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Areas
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5. Non-Motorized Road and Trail Inventory

Trails, paved shoulders on streets, bike lanes, and sidewalks are not only important for
transportation, but also provide recreational opportunities for walking and biking. These
facilities bring numerous benefits to a community. The benefits are very diverse and
include advantages in economic, social, environmental, health, and overall quality of
life.

The streets of our cities are an important part of the livability of our communities and
ought to be for everyone, whether young or old, motorist or bicyclist, walker or
wheelchair user, bus rider or shopkeeper. New Buffalo City instituted a Complete
Streets program ensuring that road projects are designed with all users in mind -
including bicyclists, public tfransportation vehicles and riders, and pedestrians of all
ages and abilities.

In 2018, sidewalk access to Oselka Park was greatly improved with a 3.3 mile Safe
Routes to Schools project. The $600,000 project included sidewalk installation along city
streets and was funded by the Michigan Fitness Foundation, MDOT, and the City of
New Buffalo. These additional sidewalks and safe crossings helped increase
connectivity between Oselka Park, the schools, and residential areas of the city.

In 2011, the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission completed a non-motorized
plan for southwest Michigan which includes Berrien and eight (8) other counties in the
Michigan Department of Transportation’s southwest region. There are just over 800 miles
of roads with non-motorized facilities in southwest Michigan, with 100 miles in Berrien
County.

Local priority routes for bicycling near New Buffalo include US Bike Route 35,
connecting to the Marquette Greenway in Indiana and paved shoulders on the entire
length of US 12.
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a. Marquette Greenway Trail

The Marquette Greenway Trail is a non-motorized trail under development that travels
from Chicago to the Indiana border. A 3.8 mile portion of the trail is proposed for
continuing into downtown New Buffalo with a trailhead in the city limits. Future
extensions would see the trail continue even further into Michigan. One 12 mile
stretch of trail is also proposed from New Buffalo to Bridgman along Red Arrow
Highway.
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b. U.S. Bike Route 35

Designated in 2012, USBR 35 is a mapped bicycle route intended for experienced
long distance touring bicyclists. It is not a trail and no construction is proposed related
to this route. It is meant to be a mapped recommendation as the best route to ride a
bicycle long distance along the Lake Michigan coast from New Buffalo to Sault Ste.
Marie. USBR 35 attracts bicycle tourists from near and far, providing economic, social,
and health benefits to the communities that the route intersects. Approximately 500
miles in length, the route passes through dozens of small lakefront towns, past sandy
beaches, scenic and historic destinations, as well as services and cultural attractions.
For more information visit https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-

9615 11223 65460---,00.html.
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c. Backroads Bikeways

Back road bike routes have been mapped near Three Oaks with 20 self-guided tours
on paved area roads ranging in length from 5 to 60 miles. For more information visit
http://www.applecidercentury.com/backroad-bikeways.
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d. Walking Trails

NBAS Nature Study Trails (source: www.naturestudytrails.com)

Our Interpretive Trails and Nature Walks are a part of the Holbrook Creek Watershed
(also known as Lighthouse Creek) and pass through prime examples of dune forests
and intferdunal wetlands. There are over 4.5 miles of trails with markers and plaques
scattered along the paths that relate to their natural history. A portion of the trails has
been identified as a cross country ski trail in the winter and a 5k course for Cross
Country meets has been plotted.
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Turtle Pond Nature Preserve

The New Buffalo Turtle Pond Nature Preserve has a 0.15 mile walking trail complete with
boardwalks and on-site parking. The trail meanders around and over a natural pond
which hosts a wide variety of wildlife. Turtle Pond is only one block away from Nature
Study Trails.

Turtle Pond Nature Preserve Trail
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Sesquicentennial Historical Walking Tour
This route highlights sites of historic significance located in the central business district.
The sites are marked by bronze plagues. — o I
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e. Harbor Country Hike and Bike Plan

In 2008, a group of individuals representing interests in the New Buffalo area
came together to form a vision for connected on-road and off-road facilities
for Chikaming Township, City of New Buffalo, New Buffalo Township, Three Oaks
Township, Grand Beach, and the Village of Three Oaks. The Harbor Country Hike
& Bike Trail project is a long-term comprehensive project to bring a network of
inferconnected non-motorized facilities to the corner of Southwest Michigan known
as Harbor Country. When complete, the Hike & Bike Trail project will offer bicyclists
and hikers the ability to connect between New Buffalo, Three Oaks, Sawyer, Grand
Beach, Harbert, Union Pier, Michiana, and points in between using safe,
convenient, attractive paths and shared access ways. For more information visit

http://harborcountrytrails.org.

NEW BUFFALO AREA DETAILS MAP
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http://harborcountrytrails.org/

The Friends of Harbor Country Trails is working to implement the Hike and Bike Plan.
The Friends group recently worked with the Berrien County Road Commission to install
bike signage and five foot shoulders along Maudlin Road. Currently the Friends group
is working with the City of New Buffalo on the Proposed Pere Marquette Railside
Greenway Trail which would connect New Buffalo Elementary School and the High
School/Middle School campus via a three-mile non-motorized trail. This project
provides for multiple in-town connections and utilizes somewhat natural areas or at
least undeveloped portions of the city for a more tranquil pathway system. The city
has reconstructed Whittaker Street in 2018 which also provides a central spine to
connect for walkers and bicyclists. The City of New Buffalo passed a resolution
supporting the development of the frail in 2012.
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f. Trail Town Master Plan

The "Lake Michigan Coastal Communities Trail Towns Master Plan" is designed to

better leverage and maximize the economic potential of trail-based tourism within
the community. The primary focus was on the Lake Michigan Water Trail with
consideration given to terrestrial trails and access sites. A conceptual site plan (see
page 20) and other improvements are discussed for the City Boat Launch as a water
trailhead. The plan was developed by Land Information Access Association (LIAA)
and funding was provided through the Michigan's Coastal Zone Management
Program (CZMP) and the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission. A map of the

Coastal Zone Management Boundary and Area is below. The CZMP supports wise

management of the cultural and natural resources along the lakeshore for healthy
and productive coastal ecosystems and communities.

The heavy red line is the Coastal Zone Management Boundary
The red hatched area is the Coastal Zone Management Area
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g. Water Trail Inventory

Lake Michigan Water Trail

The Lake Michigan Water Trail is a designated National Recreation Trail, as
sanctioned by the U.S. Department of the Interior. It will offer safe, legal and
adequate access around the entire 1,200 mile long lakeshore of America’s Greatest
Lake, Lake Michigan. The trail will be the longest continuous-loop water trail in the
world. In 2011, 75 miles (from Chicago to New Buffalo) was designated as the Lake
Michigan Water Trail National Recreation Trail by the National Parks Service. For
more information visit www.michiganwatertrails.org.

Galien River Marsh Water Trail

The Galien River Marsh Water Trail is approximately three miles between the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) boat launch on U.S. 12 (near Kruger Road)
and the City of New Buffalo’s public boat launch. The trail meanders through
woodlands and marsh, including the 156-acre Louis J. Sima Great Lakes Marsh and
the 86-acre Galien River County Park Preserve, as well as by a number of privately-
owned residential properties, before arriving at the City's harbor and, ultimately,
Lake Michigan. Brochures and a sign showing the way along the Water Trail are
located at the DNR boat launch, courtesy of Chikaming Open Lands, the American
Electric Power Foundation, the National Park Service, and the Michigan DEQ.

Welcome to the Galien River Marsh Water Trail

The marsh represents an ecosystem that was once prevalent along the coast, but is now rare.

Great Lakes Marsh: Synchronized to the Rhythms of Lake Michigan
The marsh ecology and the plants and animals found there are influenced by the climate and
water levels of Lake Michigan.
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6. Open Space and Greenway Inventory

There are features in any community that many residents would readily recognize as
important to the character of the area and to their personal quality of life. Some of
these features may be cultural, such as a downtown business district, historic
buildings, lighthouses, or other similar man-made features. Other features used to
connect a community to its residents will be natural resources such as lakes, woods,
wildlife, scenic views, and other similar features. How these elements are integrated
in the fabric of a community can have a profound influence on their value. Clearly
there are some resources, which if lost, would significantly detract from the
environment and the community as a whole.

Natural features such as native vegetation, woodlands, wildlife habitat, and
wildlife corridors add to the natural features that attract people to the New
Buffalo area. Degrading these natural features will not only alter the landscape of
a community but it can also lead to water quality issues such as increased runoff,
erosion, and flooding.

The Potential Conservation Areas map represents the last remaining remnants of the
area’s ecosystems and natural plant communities. The map ranks areas where the
landscape is dominated by native vegetation that has various levels of potential for
harboring high quality natural areas and unique natural features. These areas provide
crifical ecological services such as maintaining water quality and quantity, sail
development and stabilization, habitat for pollinators of cropland, wildlife travel
corridors, stopover sites for migratory birds, sources of genetic diversity, and floodwater
retention.

The City is surrounded by large areas of some the highest ranking natural areas in
southwest Michigan. It is to a community’s advantage that these sites be carefully
integrated into the planning for future development. This information can be used to
create a connected system of green infrastructure. Striking a balance between
development and natural resource conservation and preservation is critical if the New
Buffalo area is to maintain its unique natural heritage and offer a high quality of life for
residents and visitors.

Green infrastructure is a connected network of natural areas and other open spaces
planned and managed to conserve natural ecosystems and the services that they
provide. These lands provide multiple benefits to people and wildlife such as
maintaining clean air and water, providing areas for recreation and providing wildlife
habitat. Green infrastructure elements can be in urban, suburban and rural areas and
may or may not be open to the public. Green infrastructure is essential to the health,
safety and welfare of the area residents.

Natural resource conservation is a fundamental component of a community’s long-
term environmental and economic health. Communities that incorporate both the built
and natural environment into their future land use map or vision will ensure that the
areas that provide important natural functions such as filtering drinking water supplies,
recreational opportunities for residents and habitats for wildlife, will be protected. In
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effect, the features that the community has grown to enjoy will be there for generations
to come. A community with a clean environment, clean water, green spaces and frails
will be the community that has a stable, sustainable future and offers a high quality of
life for its residents and visitors. Communities that provide this high quality of life will be
able to retain talented workers and attract new residents and businesses.

Potential Green Infrastructure Map

City of New Buffalo

Legend
State Road m Public Ownship or Conservation Easement
— Other Road PCA Score - County
RANK
Railroad B ichest
cnn,
%, . - City of New Bufialo I Higher
—
7 Tribal Land .
""" Medium N ew Rivertront Par
Village Potential Conservation Areas (PCA) are defined as places i "
on the landscape dominated by native vegetation that have Buffalo
: various levels of potential for harboring high quality natural
== Wetland areas and unique natural features. Scoring criteria used to
prioritize sites included: total size, size of core area, length
i of stream corridor, landscape connectivity, restorability of
Knke, Frbsar: 5 Clreden surrounding land, vegetation quality, and biological rarity score.

s
s

Sources
Base Layers: Berrien County

Parcel. Berrien County - New Buffalo, 2011 - Outside City Limits, 2004 '
Lake, River & Stream: Michigan Geographic Framework (MGF) v10a 2 s . ST
Tribal Lands: Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, 2011 $’ -

Recreation/Natural Areas: Compiled by Southwest Michigan Pianning
Commission (Various Sources), 2011

PCA: Michigan Natural Features Inventory, 2007

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission
185 East Main Street, Suite 701

Benton Harbor, MI 49022

wwwswmpcorg 2699251137 ke B ANSTREECE  o T  EASS T Y
The use of this map is for general reference
purposes and is not a legal document

1117_7NewPCATT

The ranking data can be used by local municipalities, land trusts,
waltarshed councils, and other agencies to prioritize consarvation
efforts and assist in finding opportunities to establish an open
space system of linked natural areas in the region.
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7. Recreation Programs, Events, and Activities

There are no recreational programs organized by the City of New Buffalo as of
September 2018, though discussions are underway to develop low-or no-cost programs
through the New Buffalo Park and Recreation Board. Organized baseball, softball, and
other programs are administered on an individual basis through area churches, schools,
businesses, and recreation organizations. Following is a list of recreational, cultural
programs, and activities available to the public:

New Buffalo Public Library
A variety of excellent programs are offered at the New Buffalo Public Library for all
age groups.

New Buffalo Railroad Museum

Located on South Whittaker in New Buffalo, the Museum was established to highlight
the role the railroad played in the area’s development and offers a map of a
historical walking tour.

Boat Charters

There are several charter operators providing service from New Buffalo Harbor. They
include: Oselka Marina Power Boat Cruises, Salmon Hunters Fish Charters, and New
Buffalo Sail Excursions.

Lodging: Hotels, Inns, Bed and Breakfasts and Vacation Rentals
The attractiveness of the New Buffalo area to tourists has encouraged
the success of area lodging options.

Harbor Country Chamber of Commerce
Promoting Local businesses, tourism and economic development in Southwest Berrien
County. Visit their office at the corner of Three Oaks Road and Warren Woods Road.

Local Color Gallery

This art gallery in Union Pier offers a series of week-long children’s summer classes in
sculpting, clay, painting and drawing. They also founded and organize the Art Attack
even in April.

Shopping at Union Pier

Union Pier is full of small art galleries, unique boutiques, and antique furniture shops.
This area located in Union Pier attracts many of the area’s seasonal residents and
tourists.

Four Winds Casino

Four Winds Casino Resort is located just off I-94 in New Buffalo Township. The Four
Winds Casino is over 130,000 square feet with 3,000 slot machines. Connected to the
casino is a hotel with 165 rooms and there are several dining options available on the
property.
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Blue Chip Casino, Lighthouse Place, and Other Attractions in Michigan City

The Blue Chip Casino in Michigan City, Indiana offers various games of chance as well
as live entertainment on weekends. Lighthouse Place, also located in Michigan City is
a large, successful retail outlet mall that attracts shoppers from long distances.

Vineyards

The unique microclimate of the lakeshore provides a perfect setting for growing
grapes used by a number of local vineyards. Michigan’s oldest, largest, and most
awarded winery, St. Julian Winery, is located in Union Pier and offers free wine tasting.

Distillery
Journeyman Distillery and Putting Green, Three Oaks, Ml

Breweries
Several breweries with tasting rooms or restaurants are open to the
public in the region.

U-Pick Farms

Fresh fruit, including blueberries, strawberries, apples, cherries, peaches, pumpkins,
asparagus, raspberries, nectarines, plums, pears, grapes, as well as other fruit and
vegetables in plentiful in the New Buffalo area.

Other Area Museums

Hesston Steam Museum, La Porte, IN; Old Lighthouse Museum; Great Lakes Museum of
Military History; Alyce Bartholomew Children’s Museum in Michigan City, IN; Door
Prairie Auto Museum, La Porte, IN; Region of Three Oaks Museum and Three Oaks
Bicycle Museum, Three Oaks, Ml

Snowmobiling

The Tri-County Southwest Michigan Snowmobile Council has established a
snowmobile staging area at Exit 1 off I-94 in New Buffalo Township, at the
intersection of LaPorte and Wilson Roads. A marked State Snowmobile Trail
starts just south of Wilson Road on M-239 and fravels east to Galien.

Area Film Theaters
Vickers Theater, Three Oaks; Celebration Cinema, Benton Harbor; Wonderland
Cinema, Niles, MI; Kerasotes Theaters, Michigan City, IN

Areaq Live Theaters
Acorn Theatre, Three Oaks; Dunes Summer Theatre, Michigan City IN; Mendel Center
at LMC, Benton Harbor, MI; Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra, St. Joseph, Ml

New Buffalo Sports, Inc.
Youth sports program offering football, cheerleading, baseball, and softball.
ANNUAL EVENTS
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Art Attack

On the fourth weekend in April, New Buffalo and Harbor Country offer a celebration of
art with gallery receptions, artist’'s demonstrations, exhibitions, theatre, music, wine
tasting and open houses. Celebrating their 25t Anniversary in 2018.

Harbor Country Arts & Crafts Show
On Memorial Day weekend, this show offers a variety of quality art of all kinds, and
unique handcrafted items. For more info call (269) 469-2884 or (734) 277-3180.

Memorial Day Parade
An annual fribute to Veterans, the parade leaves downtown New Buffalo and proceeds
along US-12 to the Cemetery where a memorial service is conducted.

St. Mary of the Lake Festival

Sponsored by St. Mary of the Lake Catholic Church and held on the church campus.
This Festival is the official start to summer activities in New Buffalo. The festival offers fun
for the entire family with food, carnival rides, games, a silent auction, and live music.

New Buffalo ARTigras!

This is an open-air, juried art competition held at the corner of Merchant and Thompson
streets (downtown) and is presented by the New Buffalo Fine Arts Council and the New
Buffalo Business Association. Admission is Free.

Independence Day Fireworks
Independence Day fireworks display at dusk on the beach. Admission is free to the
public.

Ship & Shore Festival

The second week in August, New Buffalo hosts the largest street fest in Southwest
Michigan. Three days packed with live music, food and kids activities. The highlight of
the event is watching the floating parade through the harbor when yachts, sailboats
and more are transformed into floating pieces of art decorated with lights. The parade
is followed by a huge fireworks display over Lake Michigan.

Michigan's Longest Garage Sale

Michigan's longest yard sale held every year during the second week of August is on
U.S. 12 from New Buffalo to Detroit. The highway is the nation's second oldest and
stretches along an old Native American trail. The yard sale has been an annual event
since 2003. For more information and an online, interactive map showing sale
locations, visit www.us12heritagetrail.org.

Greek Fest

This family festival is held on Labor Day weekend and is sponsored by St Paraskevi Greek
Orthodox Church. Itis held on the grounds of the American Hellenic Center at 17760
Behner Road in New Buffalo.

Apple Cider Century Bicycle Tour
Every fall, Three Oaks hosts a nationally recognized recreational 25, 50, 75 and 100-mile
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bicycle tour. For more information visit www.applecidercentury.com.

Annual Harvest & Wine Festival and 5K Run

Organized by the NBBA, the Harvest & Wine Festival is a celebration of the bountiful fall
season in Harbor Country. This one day event boasts award-winning wines from regional
vineyards along craft beers and hard-ciders at Lions Beachfront Park. Come rain or
shine, the event is tented so you can come out and stay all day!

New Buffalo Community Picnic
Held the day after the Harvest and Wine Festival at Lion's Park, the picnic is organized
by The City of New Buffalo’s Boards and Commissions and is open to everyone.

Fall Arts & Crafts Show

More than 90 arts and crafts booths, baked goodies and luncheon. Located at New
Buffalo High School Gym. Sponsored by the New Buffalo Service League. Admission: $1.
Call (269) 469- 3180 for the details.

Youth Fishing Tournament
Organized by Michiana Steelheaders

La Tour de Shore Bike Tour
Two day, 100 mile charity recreational bike ride from Chicago to City Beach in New
Buffalo in June which benefits Arts for Kids at Maywood Fine Arts.

New Buffalo Farmer’s Market

Every Thursday night from June through September in downtown New Buffalo with over
60 vendors selling fruit, produce, flowers, and other artisanal goods. Organized by the
New Buffalo Business Association.

New Buffalo Car Cruise
Classic and vintage cars are on display on N. Whittaker Street on the first Wednesday of
the month from June to August. Organized by the New Buffalo Business Association.

Skip’s European Farmer’s Market
Food and artisanal market open every weekend from May to October at the corner of
Red Arrow Hwy and Lakeshore Rd.

New Buffalo Yacht Club Corn and Sausage Roast
The New Buffalo Yacht Club hosts this annual roast on the first Saturday in August. The
public is invited to enjoy food, dancing, and live enterfainment under a big top tent.

Catamaran Racing Association Michigan Regatta
“Cat Fight VII" catamaran race occurs in June with boats launching from City Beach.

Jazz and Blues Fest
Music festival at Lions Pavilion Park in May.
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8. City of New Buffalo Parks and Recreation Grants

The City has received three Development Grants from the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources. Following is a description of each grant:

Lakefront Park Improvements - Grant # CM99-198
Scope Items and Status:
e Renovate Parking Lots (with lighting): Parking lot surfaces were
improved and new lighting was installed and is being maintained
e Landscaping: Landscaping was installed and is being maintained.

Transient Marina - Grant # TF89-236
Scope Items and Status:

e Bulkhead

e Sidewalk

e Landscaping
e Parking lot
e Comfort station
e Water service
e Sanitary sewer
e Pump out station
e Flectrical & lighting
All scope items have been installed and are maintained.

New Buffalo Boat Launch - Grant #26-01089
e Parking lot and drive
e Boatlaunch
e lLandscaping
All scope items have been installed and are maintained.

The Wiliam J. Deputy Endowment Grant- 2015

¢ Repair and replace worn sections of the Dune Walk at the City Beach.

e Repairs and replacements were completed by City employees in 2015 and
2016

e Public dedication of plague in honor of Mr. Deputy was held in September
2016

City of New Buffalo Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan
2019 —-2023



9. Recreational Boating Facilities Inventory

Name Boat Launch Transient Marina
Eight (8) boat launch ramps Thirty (30) fransient boat slips with
Describfion and parking lot with channel amenities adjacent to Federal
P access to Lake Michigan Navigation Channel with access
approx. 3,200 feet away to Lake Michigan.
14 - 30" slips
13 - 38'slips
- . Eight (8) launch ramps with 4 - 45" slips
S docks 1 -85 seawall

1 - 60' seawall reserved for pump
out service

Right sizing of

Occasionally boats are turned
away that are too long or draw

ADA compliant?

facility Appropriate too much water to be
accommodated
SUCICEIR G Occasionally on holiday
or are boaters No
weekends
turned away?
Is the entire facility No NG

Current ADA
compliant features

Launch ramps are accessible

Concrete accessible route from
parking lot to building, one (1)
ADA parking space (not van
accessible)

ltems that need to
be addressed to
become ADA
compliant

Two (2) ADA boat trailer
spaces need an access aisle,
restroom does not have an
accessible walk connection to
the parking lo