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City of New Buffalo 

Planning Commission Special Meeting 
January 7, 2020 

  
Agenda 

 
1.  Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance & Roll Call 

 
2.  Approval of Agenda 

 
3.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

 
4.  Public Comment 

 
5.  Public Hearing 

 a. Site Plan Review/Special Land Use Application, 1112 E. Clay 
• 11-62-8200-0203-04-4 
• 11-62-8200-0206-02-7 
• 11-62-8200-0207-04-0 
• 11-62-8200-0207-02-3 

 b. Site Plan Review/Special Use Permit, 19 N. Whittaker 
• 11-62-0340-0237-00-5 

  
6.  Old Business 

  
  7. New Business 

a. Site Plan Review/Special Land Use Application, 1112 E. Clay 
• 11-62-8200-0203-04-4 
• 11-62-8200-0206-02-7 
• 11-62-8200-0207-04-0 
• 11-62-8200-0207-02-3 

b. Site Plan Review/Special Use Permit, 19 N. Whittaker 
• 11-62-0340-0237-00-5 

c. Site Plan Review, 825 S. Whittaker  
• 11-62-8200-0307-02-8 

 
8. Commissioner Comments 
 
9.  Adjournment 



December 3, 2019 PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 7:00 p.m. 

The Special Meeting for December 3, 2019 for the Planning Commission was called to order by Chair 
Paul Billingslea at 7:06 pm in the City Council Chambers at New Buffalo City Hall, 224 W. Buffalo Street, 
New Buffalo, MI  49117. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Planning Commission. 

Roll Call 

Members Present: Chair Paul Billingslea, Roxanne Lauer, Bill McCollum, Mark Joseph 

Members Absent: Don Stoneburner 

Staff present:  City Manager Richards, City Clerk Amy Fidler 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Chair Billingslea, seconded by Commissioner McCollum to approve the agenda.  

Motion Carried. 4-0 

Public Comment  

Blagica Bottigliero- Supporting Daycare 

Public Hearing 

a. Special Use Approval for 704 W. Merchant Street to use existing building for state-licensed family
day-care center.

A staff member from the YMCA was in attendance to answer all questions from the Planning 
Commission in regards to the building and daycare center. He reassured the board that the building and 
daycare is within the City’s code. 

Motion by Commissioner Joseph to approve the YMCA daycare center special use permit, seconded by 
Commissioner Lauer. 

Motion Carried 4-0 

b. Marihuana Regulations

Commission Billingslea discussed that when the State of Michigan approved recreational marihuana, the 
Planning Commission choose to “opt out” until it was clear how the state was going to regulate the law.  
Commissioner Billingslea thinks that the state is not there yet. Commissioner Joseph added that the 
wording is pretty vague. Commissioner Billingslea advised that the board make no change to “opting 
out.” Commissioner Lauer made a motion to make no change to “opting out,” seconded by 
Commissioner Joseph.  

Motion Carried 4-0 

Old Business 

Barbour’s Barbeque 

The owner of Barbour’s Barbeque was asking for an extension to complete the project. 



December 3, 2019 PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 7:00 p.m. 

Motion by Commissioner McCollum to give a one- year extension to Barbour’s Barbeque, seconded by 
Commissioner Joseph. 

Motion Carried. 4-0 

New Buffalo Bills Site Plan Amendment 

Motion by Commissioner McCollum to recuse himself from the Planning Commission for this item, 
seconded by Commissioner Lauer. 

Motion Carried. 4-0 

There was extensive discussion in regards to the lightening in the parking lot of Buffalo Bill’s.  Jim 
Votova, who is a neighbor discussed how the lights shine directly into his home. Bill McCollum proposed 
to put a shadow box on the light poles to keep the light from shining into the neighbor’s home.  

Motion made by Commissioner Billingslea to modify the site plan to Buffalo Bills to change the 
lightening specific to the zoning ordinance, amended the motion to replace the lightening within (60) 
sixty days, seconded by Commissioner Lauer.  

Motion Carried 4-0 

Commissioner Comments 

None 

Adjournment 

Motion by Commissioner Billingslea to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m., seconded by Commissioner 
Joseph.  
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