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CITY OF OAKWOOD
STATE OF OHIO
OCTOBER 6, 2025
The Council of the City of Oakwood, State of Ohio, met in an executive session and work session
at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room of the City of Oakwood, 30 Park Avenue, Oakwood, Ohio
45419. Council then met in a regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the council chambers of the City of
Oakwood.

The meeting was streamed live from the Oakwood city website and telecast live on Cable Access
Channel 6.

The Mayor, Mr. William Duncan, presided, and the Clerk, Ms. Lori Stacel, recorded. Mayor
Duncan asked all present to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Upon call of the roll, the following members of Council responded to their names:

MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN....ccccevvirmrienrreimereeeeiesiins PRESENT
MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..cccrroiiiririiieinereer e PRESENT
MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS......c.ooiiereeeieeeee PRESENT
MRS. LEIGH TURBEN ...cocoiiiiniiierenreeeneee PRESENT
MRS. HEALY JACKSON. ..o PRESENT

Officers of the City present were the following:
Mrs. Katie Smiddy, City Manager
Mr. Robert F. Jacques, City Attorney
Ms. Lori Stacel, Clerk of Council

The following visitors registered:
Nina Anglin, The Oakwood Florist/Shops of Oakwood
Karen Bartley, The Oakwood Historical Society
Montgomery County Commissioner Carolyn Rice
Nancy Kussman, 2408 Hillview Avenue
Brad Eaton, 440 Telford Avenue
Janie Krumholz, 819 Harman Avenue
Laura Stevens, 11 Peach Orchard Road
Toni Donato Shade, 150 Spirea Drive
Brian Barr, Qakwood Register

Mrs. Jackson advised Council she had read the meeting minutes of the September 15, 2025, regular
session, executive session, and work session. Mrs. Jackson reported that she found the minutes to
be correct and complete. Therefore, it was moved by Mrs. Jackson and seconded by Mr. Stephens
that the minutes of the sessions of Council aforementioned be approved as written and the reading
thereof at this session be dispensed with. Upon a viva voce vote on the question of the motion,
same passed unanimously, and it was so ordered.

STATUS REPORTS — NONE

VISITORS

Human Services Levy Campaign. Montgomery County Commissioner Carolyn Rice —
Commissioner Rice updated Council on the November Human Services Levy renewal ballot issue,
which supports a wide range of local human service organizations and benefits more than 100,000
county residents. The renewal was last passed in 2017 and will not result in tax increases. This
combined levy provides a range of services and benefits people from every community in
Montgomery County.

Mayor Duncan stated that Oakwood has historically had the highest percentage of yes votes among
all cities in Montgomery County for the Human Services Levy.

Karen Bartley from the Oakwood Historical Society shared some updates about the organization's
reorganization. They are actively working to transform the Long-Romspert Homestead into a true
museum, which is a positive step forward in preserving local history. Additionally, the society has
secured a grant of $4,999 to help with restoration efforts. Over the next four to six months, they
aim to define a clear vision for the future, highlighting their commitment to making meaningful
improvements and enhancing the community's engagement with its history.

Nina Anglin, the Oakwood Florist, thanked City Council and staff for the installation of the bike
rack in the Shops of Oakwood. She said that the Shops of Oakwood would like the city’s help to
showcase the shops and upcoming events effectively.



Nancy Kussman, 2408 Hillview Avenue, expressed her disappointment in the city’s flowers and 355
beautification efforts this year.

Mrs. Smiddy shared challenges in recruiting young workers for the summer season. She noted that
there were problems with the irrigation system in the boulevard, coupled with the impacts of a
particularly wet spring. Additionally, resource allocation has become limited, and the focus has
been on maintaining the parks.

Janie Krumholz, 819 Harman Avenue, expressed concerns about the recent change in city
leadership, particularly regarding the current state of Oakwood, which contrasts with its
appearance last summer. She hopes that these issues will be addressed moving forward.

Brad Eaton, 440 Telford Avenue, requested that Council consider amending the current food truck
ordinance to include an annual pass option for non-meal-based food trucks, in addition to allowing
event-based permits, similar to how food truck permits work during the Farmers’ Market. He
shared that his primary concemn is the time required to obtain a permit rather than the associated
fees.

LEGISLATION

AN ORDINANCE
BY VICE MAYOR BYINGTON NO 5021
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION I, 2025 ORIGINAL
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE NO. 5009, AND ANY EXISTING
SUPPLEMENTS  THERETO, TO PROVIDE FOR THE
APPROPRIATION OF:

1. AN ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $40,003 TO BE EXPENDED
FROM THREE SPECIALIZED COURT FUNDS FOR DATA
CONVERSION SERVICES AND UPGRADES TO THE
OAKWOOD MUNICIPAL COURT CASE MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM;

FOR THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2025.

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to
introduction, was read by title.

Vice Mayor Byington explained that this is the second reading of a supplemental appropriation
ordinance to make funds available for a Court software upgrade that was not included in the 2025
budget. It has been updated since the first reading to correct which accounting funds will be used
for the upgrade expenditures, but the nature of the supplemental appropriation has not been
materially changed.

This ordinance will allow the City to utilize grant money that was recently awarded to the
Oakwood Municipal Court through the Ohio Supreme Court’s 2025 Technology Grant Program.

This grant will pay for technological upgrades to the Court’s case management software and file-
handling system.

Thereupon, it was moved by Vice Mayor Byington and seconded by Mrs. Turben that the
ordinance be passed.

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded:

MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN......cccevevreecreereerrenenes YEA
MR. STEVEN BYINGTON .....ccccovmeiriieieernrenns YEA
MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS .......ccoeoeerrrrrrnen. YEA
MRS. LEIGH TURBEN. ......cccceimeiareirererr e, YEA
MRS. HEALY JACKSON.....ccoomineieerrreeererne, YEA

There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly
passed and it was so ordered.

AN ORDINANCE
BY VICE MAYOR BYINGTON NO 5022
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION I, 2025 ORIGINAL
APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE NO. 5009, AND ANY EXISTING
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SUPPLEMENTS  THERETO, TO PROVIDE FOR THE
APPROPRIATION OF:

1. INTRAFUND TRANSFERS WITHIN THE GENERAL FUND,
STREET MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR FUND, LEISURE
ACTIVITY FUND, SERVICE CENTER FUND, AND WATER
OPERATING FUND, REALLOCATING MONEY FROM THE
“PERSONNEL” SUBFUNDS TO THE “OPERATING” SUBFUNDS
THEREIN, FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH UTILIZING
CONTRACTORS FOR CERTAIN OPERATIONAL FUNCTIONS
INSTEAD OF CITY EMPLOYEES;

FOR THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2025.

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to
introduction, was read by title.

Vice Mayor Byington explained that this is another supplemental appropriation ordinance.

Within each of the City’s accounting funds, expenditures are allocated between subfunds for
“Personnel” and “Operating” expenses. “Personnel” expenses are the wage and benefit costs for
City employees. Anything else is characterized as “Operating” expenses.

This year, Oakwood had several retirements of key employees. These occurred while the City was
engaged in an organizational assessment of the Public Works and Leisure Services Departments,
which necessitated a hiring freeze until completion of the assessment. As a result, the decision
was made to utilize contractors to ensure that work was still being completed in a timely manner
and City services were not disrupted.

In order to pay for these contracted services, it is necessary to reallocate money from “Personnel™
to “Operating” within several City accounting funds. Specifically, this ordinance will reallocate:

- $170,500 within the General Fund;

- $34,200 within the Street Maintenance and Repair Fund;
- $109,250 within the Leisure Activity Fund;

- $11,350 within the Service Center Fund; and

- $73,800 within the Water Operating Fund.

This ordinance does not change overall spending levels. It only reallocates certain expenditures
from “Personnel” to “Operating” within each of the named funds.

This was a first reading of the ordinance, so Vice Mayor Byington made no motion.

AN ORDINANCE
BY VICE MAYOR BYINGTON NO 5023
AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A NEW FUND WITHIN THE FISCAL
RECORDS OF THIS CITY TO BE KNOWN AS THE PAYROLL
CLEARING FUND.

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to
introduction, was read by title.

Vice Mayor Byington explained that this is an ordinance to create a new fund within the City’s
accounting records to be known as the Payroll Clearing Fund. It will allow the Finance Department
to separately account for entries relating to the City’s payroll administration, serving as a
clearinghouse for the management and disbursement of employee pay, withholdings, and
remittances.

The City Manager has recommended that we establish a separate accounting fund for these
purposes to streamline payroll-related bank reconciliations. After Council adopts this ordinance,
the fund must also be approved by the State Auditor before it can be established.

This was a first reading of the ordinance, so Vice Mayor Byington made no motion.
CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS: Mrs. Smiddy shared the following information:

The annual Family Fall Festival will take place on Sunday, October 12, at Shafor Park from 2 -5
p.m., marking the kickoff to Scarecrow Row.




Detective Kasey Ballinger, through her role with the Miami Valley Human Trafficking Task Force,
recently participated in Operation Next Door, a statewide initiative involving more than 100 law
enforcement agencies. Of the 135 arrests made across Ohio, the Task Force was responsible for
23. Mrs. Smiddy congratulated Detective Ballinger on her continued leadership and dedication to
bringing critical results to our region.

Preliminary budget information will be presented to the Oakwood Budget Review Committee on
Tuesday, October 14.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Mrs. Jackson expressed her gratitude to Commissioner Rice for comments regarding the Human
Services Levy, emphasizing the pride that Oakwood residents take in recognizing community
needs and supporting related initiatives. She encouraged citizens to continue their support for these
efforts.

Mrs. Turben acknowledged everyone who participated in Oakwood’s first-ever business walk,
thanking Business First for their involvement. She looks forward to developing a roadmap for
future business engagement.

Vice Mayor Byington declared his personal endorsement of Issue 1, the Human Services Levy,
and urged residents to exercise their right to vote. He expressed appreciation for community
members who have engaged with the council and thanked Mr. Eaton for bringing solutions. He
also acknowledged fellow council members, highlighting the integrity and community focus of the
local governance compared to the federal level. He noted the effectiveness of communication and
cooperation within the council.

Mayor Duncan reported on two public safety officers who went above and beyond by assisting a
disabled vehicle blocking Patterson Road. The officers transported the individuals to a shelter and
replaced a flat tire to remove the vehicle from the roadway safely. He also addressed a citizen
report concerning a sinkhole on Far Hills Avenue, stating that the issue was investigated and
repaired immediately by Public Works staff. Additionally, Council recognizes the challenges in
maintaining parks and medians resulting from recent staff turnover and vacancies and appreciates
the continued efforts of City staff to manage these areas during the transition.

The public meeting concluded at 8:26 p.m.
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