
CITY MANAGER’S NEWSLETTER 

FEBRUARY 19, 2021 

 

IMPORTANT COUNCIL DATES: 
 

 February 22, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

 March 1, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 March 15, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

 April 5, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 April 19, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

 May 3, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 May 17, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

 

BUSINESS UPDATE: 

 

➢ February 22 Meeting:  Enclosed is our agenda for next Monday.  We will conduct the meeting 

in the 2nd floor Safety Department training room.  Face coverings must be worn when entering 

and departing the room.  Once seated, face coverings may be lowered or removed as needed 

when speaking or consistent with provisions of the ODH guidelines/orders.  Doug Spitler will 

join us at the beginning of the meeting for a discussion on the proposed relocation of our 

recycling drop-off facility.  We will conclude the meeting with an Executive Session for 

Personnel Matters. 

 

➢ Council Resources Webpage:  We created a “password-protected” resource webpage that allows 

council to access information directly from our website.  The webpage is 

www.oakwoodohio.gov/departments/council.  The page is a work in progress, but the following 

information is currently available:   

o Admin Policies and Procedures 

o Friday Newsletters 

o City Ordinances 

o Emergency Operations Plan 

o Oakwood Public Safety Department Policy Manual 
 

The webpage requires entering the password “council” the first time you access it, but will keep 

you logged in until you clear your cache. While the information is technically on the City 

website, the information will not come up when performing a general search of our website, so 

you will need to bookmark the webpage link. 

 

➢ In-car and Body Cameras:  We received notice from our vendor that the onsite visit to install 

software, configure the equipment and perform training is now scheduled for early June.  There 

are hundreds of other departments ahead of us in the que for this same work.  Enclosed is a DDN 

article reporting that Moraine City Council approved the purchase of in-car and body cameras 

for their police department.   

 

➢ Vice Mayor Byington:  Enclosed is a nice DDN article about Steve’s work at Wright Patt that 

Bill mentioned earlier this week.  Also enclosed is a Register article about Dayton’s vintage 

Clodbuster Base Ball Club… also featuring Steve (far left), albeit with his “game face” on. 😊 

 

➢ COVID-19:  Enclosed is a DDN article about Ohio’s curfew order expiring on February 11.    

 

➢ Smith Gardens:  Enclosed is a Register article about Smith Gardens being recognized by OCMA. 

 

 

http://www.oakwoodohio.gov/departments/council


➢ Judge Epley:  Enclosed is a Register photo of Chris (and his wife Eileen) being sworn in.   

 

➢ Elected Officials Training:  Enclosed is a flyer about the annual training program offered through 

the Center for Local Government (CLG).  CLG is a Cincinnati based organization that works to 

improve public service delivery by the cities, townships, and villages primarily in the Greater 

Cincinnati metropolitan area through improved information exchange, cost reductions, shared 

resources, inter-jurisdictional collaboration, and new approaches to capital equipment and skills 

acquisition. 

 

➢ Local Income Tax Lawsuit:  Enclosed is an article from the WKRC website addressing a lawsuit 

filed against the city of Cincinnati for not refunding municipal taxes to a person living in Blue 

Ash and working from home.  Also enclosed is the complaint… in case you want to read the 

argument.  I don’t see how the complainant loses… but I’m just a city manager. 😉 My 

newsletter last Friday included a DDN article on this topic focusing on how many cities, 

particularly large ones, will lose significant revenue because people are now doing so much work 

from home.  Our state legislature and governor have some work on their hands. 

 

➢ Wright Library Project:  Enclosed is an email from Library Director Kristi Hale informing us 

that the library is eliminating the outside children’s learning area from the current project. 

 

➢ Electric Vehicle Charging Stations (EVCS):  We were informed this week that Hills Properties 

is installing two EVCSs behind the Element Oakwood condo buildings.  These are privately 

funded and will not be open to the general public. 

 

➢ Private Fire Hydrants:  Enclosed is the draft of a letter that we plan to send next week to the 

owners of private fire hydrants.  Also enclosed are a list of all the private hydrants in Oakwood 

and the respective owners, along with a map showing each location and hydrant type.  I will 

speak about this briefly in work session next Monday. 

 

➢ Committee Needs:  Enclosed is an updated list of committee needs.  We will discuss this on 

Monday. 

 

➢ Teen Court:  Our Teen Court Advisor, Shawn Roberts, informed us that he is ready to transition 

away from that role at the end of the current school year.  He will be greatly missed, as he has 

been in that volunteer position for well over a decade, maybe two.  The Oakwood Teen Court is 

an approved satellite program of the Montgomery County Juvenile Court, governed by 

procedures set forth in an Entry and Order issued by Juvenile Court Judge Nick Kuntz on May 

1, 2014.  According to the terms of that document, the Teen Court Advisor is appointed by the 

City Manager based upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Director and Law Director.  

Alan Hill and Rob Jacques are working on that recommendation and we anticipate appointing a 

replacement before the end of the school year.  Shawn has agreed to assist in transitioning to a 

new advisor, who will begin in the fall of 2021. 

 

➢ Academic Decathlon:  Our Oakwood students won the Regional Championship title… 10th 

consecutive year in a row.  Enclosed is a DDN article. 

 

➢ Snow Operations:  Needless to say, we have devoted a significant amount of time and energy 

over the past two weeks responding to the snowy weather… to include working a significant 

amount of overtime.  We have __ employees scheduled to work tomorrow as we continue to 

clear streets, alleys and sidewalks. 

 

 

 



 

➢ Council Photos:  Our photo shoot is now scheduled for 4:15 – 4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 15. 

 

➢ CIC Audit:  Enclosed are the following: 

• Draft letter from the Auditor of State regarding the CIC. 

• Email exchange between Rob Jacques and a staffer at the AOS’s office. 

 

 

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND! 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCLOSURE LIST  

Work Session Agenda  

DDN Article re:  In-car and Body Cameras 

DDN & Register Articles re:  VM Byington 

DDN Article re:  COVID-19 

Register Article re:  Smith Gardens 

Register Article re:  Judge Epley 

Elected Officials Training Flyer 

Local Income Tax Lawsuit & Complaint 

Wright Library Project Email 

Private Fire Hydrants Letter 

Private Fire Hydrants List 

Committee Needs 

Academic Decathlon 

CIC Draft Letter 

CIC Email  



 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 

FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

 

• COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

o Court Liaison, Mrs. Hilton 

o Finance, Vice Mayor Byington 

▪ 2020 Audit Questionnaire 

▪ CIC Audit 

o Law & Minutes, Mrs. Hilton 

▪ Teen Court 

o Planning & Zoning, Vice Mayor Byington 

o Public Properties, Mrs. Turben 

o Public Utilities/Waterworks/Sewer, Mrs. Turben 

▪ Recycling Center Improvements 

▪ Private Fire Hydrants 

o Safety & Traffic, Mr. Stephens 

▪ Civil Preparedness Plan/Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) 

▪ Snow Operations 

o Streets & Alleys, Mr. Stephens 

o Community Relations/Promotion/Appointments, Mayor Duncan 

 

• REGIONAL AGENCIES 

o MVCC, Mr. Stephens 

o MVRPC, Vice Mayor Byington 

o Mayors & Managers, Mayor Duncan 

o First Suburbs, Vice Mayor Byington 

o Oakwood Inclusion Coalition, Mr. Klopsch 

 

• BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

o Planning Commission, Vice Mayor Byington 

o Beautification Committee, Mr. Stephens 

o Sister City Association, Mrs. Hilton 

o Historical Society, Mrs. Hilton  

 

• MISCELLANEOUS 

o 2021 Committee Needs 

o CLG Training for Elected Officials 

o Website Information 

o March 1 Council Meeting Format 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR PERSONNEL MATTERS  

 





















When: March 16-19 
 
Where: Zoom (Link Provided with  
  RSVP) 
 
Time: 11:00am - 1:00pm each day 
 
Cost: $15 per person 
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The Center for Local Government invites you to attend our 2021 Elected Officials Training.  This event is broken 
down into 4 convenient “lunch and learn” topics.  All sessions are from 11am until 1pm.  Come to one, some, or all of 
the following: 
 
Tuesday March 16th– Ohio Ethics, Records and Sunshine laws  
· Presented by Attorney Laura Abrams  
· This session will cover how to best ensure open government and ethical conduct, including open records, open 

meetings, and Ohio ethics law. 
 
Wednesday March 17th– Local Government Finance  
· Presented by Liberty Township Finance Director Michelle Gries and Miami Township (Clermont Co.) Finance   

Director Kelly Flanigan 
· This session will cover what you need to know as an elected official about local government budgeting,             

fund accounting, debt, financial planning and a host of other topics. 
 
Thursday March 18th– Elected Official / Staff Relations  
· Presented by Sharonville Safety/Service Director Jim Lukas and Colerain Township Administrator Geoff Milz 
· This session will cover how to have the best relationship between elected officials and your Administrator. 
 
Friday March 19th– Looking forward to 2021 in Ohio– Local Government Issues  
· Presented by Kent Skerritt of the Ohio Municipal League, Heidi Fought of the Ohio Township Association– other 

guests TBD 
· This session will provide a look at the challenges and opportunities facing local government in 2021 as identified by 

statewide local government organizations. 
 

YOU’RE INVITED: 
 

Annual Elected Officials Training 

 



















































Yes No

4 Andy Aidt, Chair (937) 286-7478 6/2005 X

5 Kevin Hill, Vice Chair (401) 662-9732 6/2011 X

5 Dr. Elizabeth Maimon (937) 260-0673 12/2015 X

(A) John Jervis
(937) 470-1623 (h)

(937) 225-6744 (o)
1/2013 X

(B) Bill Frapwell, Vice Chair
(937) 298-7787 (h)

(937) 223-8378 (o)
2/1993 X

(C) Nick Endsley
(952) 210-7253 (h)

(937) 222-2500 (o)
2/2017 X

(D) Yusaku Kawai (937) 369-7272 2/2017 X

(E) Ella Himes (937) 298-2943 12/2004 X

(E) Ellen Fodge (937) 299-3816 12/2004 X

(E) Doug Kinsey
(937) 367-1060 (h)

(855) 752-6644 (o)
1/2013 X

(F) Chas Kidwell
(937) 672-0212 (h)

(937) 449-6739 (o)
1/2017 X

(G) Pete Luther
(937) 298-2607 (h)

(937) 847-4004 (o)
1/2013 X

Katy Dalrymple, Chair (937) 298-1785 2/2005

Nancy Drozd (937) 294-6266 6/2011

Geoffrey Owens (937) 344-5125 7/2014 X

Stanley Herr (937) 298-3729 6/2008

Gregg Smith (937) 689-1721 6/2011

Ted Kircher (937) 285-2229 6/2018

Heidi Susta (937) 532-7375 6/2018 X

(B) Kip Bohachek, Chair (937) 293-0364 1/1992

(E) Larry Lamb (937) 298-5651 9/2016

(E) Susan Herman (937) 294-2942 2/2001

3 Arik Sherk
(937) 293-0580 (h)

(937) 443-6757 (o)
1/1994 X

3 William Stephens
(937) 298-6161 (h)

(937) 293-6760 (o)
1/1992 X

Budget Review Committee

 Need three new members in Precinct C to replace Leigh Turben,  Nick Endsley and AJ Lewis.

Beautification Committee

 Need new members to replace Dr. Apt, Jane Lieberth, Geoffrey Owens and Heidi Susta.

Property Maintenance Board

 Need new member from District D to replace Jane Lieberth.

BZA

 Need new member to replace Dan Deitz.

Beautification Committee 3

ADA Compliance Committee

Property Maintenance 5

Tax/Water & Sewer/Assembly

Planning Commission

Board of Zoning Appeals

Board of Health

Budget Review 4

                                                          

          2021 YEAR END COMMITTEE NEEDS                      

Committee Term Name Phone Appt
New Term

February 1 Appointment  

March 1 Appointment  
















