
CITY MANAGER’S NEWSLETTER 

AUGUST 20, 2021 

 

IMPORTANT COUNCIL DATES: 
 

 August 22, Sunday, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. – Drive-Through Ice Cream Social (OCC)  

 September 7, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – BRC Meeting (30 Park) 

 September 20, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 October 4, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

October 10, Sunday, 2 – 5 p.m. – Family Fall Festival (Shafor Park) 

 October 19, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – BRC Meeting (30 Park) 

 October 25, Monday, 5 p.m. – Council Retreat (Smith Gardens) 

November 1, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

November 15, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

December 7, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – BRC Meeting (30 Park) 

December 12, Sunday, 6:30 p.m. – Holiday of Lights (Shafor Park) 

December 13, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 

BUSINESS UPDATE: 

 

➢ Ice Cream Social:  The big event is from 5:30 – 7:30 pm this Sunday.  Enclosed are DDN and Register 

articles.   

 

➢ Dayton-Montgomery County Ombudsman:  Enclosed is a DDN article reporting that the city of Dayton 

plans to discontinue funding the ombudsman office next year anticipating the projected loss in revenue 

as a result of people working from home.  Many years ago, we contributed $450/year to this office.  

Our records show that our contribution ended in 2007.  I do not recall with certainty why we stopped 

contributing, but believe it had to do with cost cutting and the fact that our citizens did not use the 

office.   

 

➢ Ronald Duncan:  Enclosed are the obituary for Bill’s father, a letter with donation that we sent this 

week to the Ron Duncan Memorial Fund at the Dayton Foundation, and a copy of the tribute to 

Ronald Duncan that was distributed at the viewing yesterday.     

 

➢ Body Cams:  Enclosed is a DDN article about the Kettering Police Department planning to 

implement the use of body cameras. 

 

➢ AES Rate Increase:  AES Ohio is seeking to increase its annual revenues for electric distribution 

service by $120 million.  The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) staff reviewed the 

increase request and recommends that AES reduce the increase by about half.  The commission is 

scheduled to review the case and make a decision after the October hearings.  Enclosed is a DDN 

article.   

 

➢ Ohio WARN:  We recently joined the Ohio Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (OH 

WARN).  The network is a state-wide mutual aid type of program of “utilities helping utilities.”  

Similar to the more familiar mutual aid between emergency responders, this network is specifically 

for the water and wastewater industries.  The network allows members to share emergency resources 

in natural or human caused disasters throughout the state.  Resources could include labor, equipment, 

materials or network contacts to assist in solving a problem.  There is no cost to join the OH WARN 

network, but requesting members are responsible to reimburse responding members for their 

services, similar to the use of an outside vendor.  The membership will only be used if needed, but 

provides Oakwood with additional assistance in the event of an emergency where our resources are 

not adequate. 



➢ Shafor Park Tennis Courts:  Staff met this week with representatives from Bilbrey Construction and 

Heiberger Paving and Sealing, the company that applied the acrylic coating onto the tennis courts.  

After carefully inspecting the court surface, the Heiberger representative concluded that the entire 

surface should have an additional coat of acrylic.   This includes both the green and blue surfaces.  

The work will take three to five days to complete.  We will coordinate the schedule in consultation 

with the Oakwood HS Athletic department/tennis team. 

 

➢ Census:  Enclosed are three graphs… two with city/village population data and one with school 

enrollment data. 

 

➢ Redlining:  Enclosed is a DDN article about redlining, providing a historical context and lingering 

impacts. 

 

➢ Ray Marcano Column:  Enclosed is a Ray Marcano column from the DDN that speaks about local 

government service… and voter apathy.  It includes quotes from two of our neighboring elected 

officials… Bruce Duke from Kettering and JoAnne Rau from Centerville. 

 

➢ Katharine Wright Park:  Joe Fulford informed me a couple weeks ago that Wright Library is 

installing a stone-mounted bronze plaque in Katharine Wright Park to recognize Katharine Wright 

Haskell.  Below is the location of the rock and a rendering of the plaque.  Steve Wright and Amanda 

Wright-Lane have endorsed the plaque language as has our Oakwood Historical Society.  We are 

planning to install a ground mounted sign at Katharine Wright Park next spring and will consult with 

Kristi Hale and Joe Fulford regarding the sign location and sign design.  Enclosed are the minutes 

of the September 1929 Oakwood Village Council meeting where Council approved the park name. 
 

        
 

➢ Upcoming OCC Events:  Carol and I met this week and discussed upcoming events.  We are planning 

to conduct the Annual Dog Splash at Gardner Pool, as we would during a normal year.  We are 

planning to cancel the Jr. High Dances conducted in the Great Room at the OCC, and the Annual Hot 

Dog Supper that also takes place in the Great Room on the evening of the High School Homecoming 

Bonfire.  We are planning to conduct the annual Scarecrow Row, and probably also the Family Fall 

Festival.  We do not need to make a final decision on the Family Fall Festival until the second week 

in September.   



➢ Delaney Ross:  Carol met with Delaney and her mother this week.  She said that Delaney is a delightful 

girl who is definitely passionate about keeping our natural areas clean, particularly Elizabeth Gardens.  

We will be installing a trash can in Elizabeth Gardens near the Dogipot Station.  

 

➢ Council Candidates:  Enclosed is a DDN article announcing the Montgomery County jurisdiction 

candidates that have been approved for placement on the November 2 ballot. 

 

➢ Ridgewood Pavement Repair:  The cost to repair the pavement damaged by the water main break on 

Ridgewood Avenue is $21,362.  We anticipate the work being completed in the next few weeks. 

 

➢ Smith School:  Enclosed is a DDN website article about legionella detected at Smith School.      

 

 

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCLOSURE LIST  

DDN & Register Articles re:  Ice Cream Social 

DDN Article re:  Dayton-Montgomery County Ombudsman 

DDN Obituary, Donation Letter & Tribute re:  Ronald Duncan Obituary  

DDN Article re:  Body Cams 

DDN Article re:  AES Rate Increase 

Census Graphs 

DDN Article re:  Redlining 

DDN Article re:  Ray Marcano Column 

Katharine Wright Park Minutes 

DDN Article re:  Council Candidates 

DDN Article re:  Smith School 
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Oakwood treating school building water for 
Legionella 

 
LOCAL NEWS 

By Jen Balduf, Staff Writer 

Aug 18, 2021 

Smith Elementary School treated for the bacteria last August as well. 
Oakwood City Schools is working with a water management specialist that found 
Legionella at Smith Elementary School. 

The bacteria that can cause pneumonia-like Legionnaires’ disease was detected during 
testing conducted the week of Aug. 7 by Solid Blend Technologies, the company 
contracted to perform tests throughout the district in preparation of the start of the 
school year, Oakwood Schools stated in a press release. 

All other test results so far have come back negative and additional testing is being 
completed. 

The district said it is following recommendations to address the bacteria and all of the 
building’s water sources are closed. The Smith Elementary School system will be 
retested Aug. 23 and the district said it will follow additional treatment recommendations 
if needed. 

Legionella was discovered last August in a girls’ restroom on the second floor of Smith 
Elementary School. 

Anytime a building or fixtures have been dormant or unused for a period of time, 
bacteria can build up, Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County has said. 

“We are continuing to be proactive on all fronts to ensure our facilities remain safe, dry 
and secure, and support the educational and instructional needs of all of our students 
and staff. The health and safety of our students and staff remain a top priority,” 
Oakwood Superintendent Kyle Ramey stated. “We are looking forward to having our 
students return to school next week and beginning another great school year.” 

Water tests last summer also revealed Legionella bacteria in the water supplies of 
school buildings in Kettering, Dayton, Northmont and Vandalia-Butler school districts. 

In Kettering, a school custodian tested positive for Legionnaires’ disease last summer, 
and another custodian who worked in the district died of Legionnaires’ disease in 2019. 

https://www.daytondailynews.com/local/

