
 

CITY MANAGER’S NEWSLETTER 

APRIL 22, 2022 
 

IMPORTANT COUNCIL DATES: 
  

 May 2, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 May 14, Saturday, 1:30 p.m. – “Town of Oakwood” Marker Unveiling (30 Park) 

 May 16, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

 May 17, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – BRC Meeting (30 Park) 

 May 21, Saturday – That Day in May 

 June 6, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 

 June 20, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 

 July 18, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 
 

BUSINESS UPDATE: 

 
➢ Perennial Sale:  The big event is at the OCC from 3 – 8 p.m. today and 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

tomorrow. 

 

➢ Pickleball:  We do not yet have construction dates for the Orchardly Park pickleball courts, but 

anticipate that the work will be done sometime in May or possibly June.  It will take 7-10 days 

to complete. 

 

➢ Oakwood Schools Performing and Visual Arts Project:  Enclosed are the renderings and 

Flourish Project brochure that we discussed last Monday. 

 

➢ Sidewalk, Curb and Apron Program:  Enclosed is the recommendation to proceed with RA 

Miller, consistent with our discussion last Monday. 

 

➢ Rotary Hazmat Pick-up:  The quarterly Rotary event is tomorrow morning. We have 29 

scheduled pick-ups. Enclosed is a DDN article.    

 

➢ FOP Easter Parade:  A large number of families participated in the FOP Easter event last 

weekend.  Boy Scout Troop 101 handed out 4,000 eggs!  Enclosed are Register photos.   

   
 

 

➢ Committee Needs:  We are pursuing Deborah Spears for the PMB, and Kate Halpin for the 

BRC. 

 

 



 
➢ Styrofoam Recycling:  The spring Styrofoam recycling event is at the Public Works center 

tomorrow from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Enclosed is information from our Montgomery 

County Solid Waste District addressing Styrofoam recycling.  Also enclosed is a DDN 

article. 

 

➢ May PC & BZA Meetings:  The Planning Commission will be meeting on May 2 to review 

two applications.  The first application is a request to extend the evening hours for Insomnia 

Cookies at 6 Oakwood Avenue, Unit C.  The second is an application to review a landscape 

plan for a demolition at 1227 Oakwood Avenue.  The staff memo will be enclosed in next 

week’s newsletter.  The May 12 BZA is cancelled due to lack of agenda items.   

 
➢ Coloring with a Cop:  Our first event was yesterday.  While the turnout was light, all seemed 

to have fun.  We will join Wright Library to enhance advertising for the next event.  Below 

are the photos that Anne shot. 
 

      
 

 
 

➢ Oakwood Academic Decathlon:  Enclosed is a DDN article about the Oakwood High School 

Academic Decathlon team defending its Division III national title. 

 

 

 



 

 
➢ Rotary Awards:  I will present the two awards at the Rotary Club meeting next Friday, April 

29… the Civic Leadership Award to Harrison Gowdy and the Community Service Award to 

Captain Mike Jones.  The Rotary Club will donate $350 to The Oakwood Historical Society, 

in Harrison’s name, and $350 to The Food Bank, Inc., in Mike’s name. 

 
➢ Historic Marker:  MVCC will film the May 14 unveiling ceremony. 

 
➢ Spring BRC Meeting:  We will conduct the spring BRC meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

May 17.   

 
➢ Magistrate Jacqueline Gaines:  Jacqueline will join our May 2 work session at 7:15 p.m. for 

a brief introduction prior to the 7:30 p.m. regular session. 

 
➢ Montgomery County Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Service:  Enclosed is an invitation 

sent to Bill for the May 6 event.  The ceremony will include presentation of a flag honoring 

Oakwood Patrol Officer Claude McCormick.  Captain Kevin Pruszynski will attend.  Chief 

Hill will be out of town that day.  I will also be out of town. 

 
➢ Commendation from Roger Crum:  Enclosed is the email from Roger Crum to Chief Hill that 

I forwarded to you this week recognizing the good work of PSOs Kyle Sewert, Chris Slone 

and Ross Green. 

 
➢ Federal COVID Money:  Enclosed is a DDN article about how local governments are using 

federal COVID dollars. 

 
➢ Rising Costs:  Enclosed are two more DDN articles about the rising costs of public 

infrastructure projects. 

 
➢ Virginia Foell:  Enclosed is the obituary for Ginny Foell as printed in the DDN.  I attended 

the viewing and funeral today at The Lutheran Church of Our Savior on E. Thruston.  We 

sent flowers with a card reading:  “Heartfelt condolences from the Oakwood City Council, 

City Staff and the entire Oakwood community.” 

 

➢ Retirement Lunches:  I had two nice lunch events this week to honor retiring employees.  On 

Wednesday, I met with Water Plant Superintendent Gary Dursch and Refuse Foreman 

Kenneth Perkins.  The pandemic prohibited us from celebrating their retirements as we 

normally would have done.  Gary and Kenneth are both doing well.  On Thursday, Chief Hill 

and I met with Captain Mike Jones.  Mike’s official retirement date was April 18.  He too is 

doing well, while managing his vision issues.  Mike declined the traditional retirement 

celebration that we typically conduct here at the city building… said emotions were too 

strong.  Alan and I had a wonderful time with him.  Mike, Kenneth and Gary depart with 

fond memories of their stellar careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

➢ Lt. Chuck Balaj:  Chief Hill was informed this week that Lt. Chuck Balaj and the Joint 

Terrorism Task Force with which he served were nominated for the US Attorney General 

Award for their work on the Oregon District Shooting.  They were selected as award 

recipients in the National Security Branch.  Below is a description of the award, along with 

the recipients.  
 

 
 

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND! 
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DDN Article & Information re:  Styrofoam Recycling  

May BZA Cancellation Memo 

DDN Article re:  Academic Decathlon 

Montgomery County Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Service Invitation 

Commendation Email 

DDN Article re:  Federal COVID Money 

DDN Articles re:  Rising Costs 

Virginia Foell Obituary 



flour·ish : verb
grow or develop in a 
healthy or vigorous 
way, especially as the 
result of a particularly 
favorable environment. 



Thanks to the 

commitment of friends 

like you, the Foundation 

is more prepared than 

ever to respond to the 

emerging needs of 

Oakwood Schools.

E N H A N C E
The Oakwood Schools Foundation has 
been enhancing excellence in education 
since 1981. Thanks to the generosity of our 
donors, we are able to respond to emerging 
needs of education that may not otherwise 
be funded.

Responding to the vision of the school 
district and the voice of its community, the 
Oakwood Schools Foundation presents 
FLOURISH, A Campaign For Oakwood’s 
Performing & Visual Arts. The Campaign 
invites private support for the creation of 
new and enhanced facilities including a 
Performing Arts Wing building addition, 
renovated Visual Arts Center and 
Auditorium improvements. 

The essential expansion of art spaces will 
enrich the daily educational experience 
for Oakwood students by providing an 
aspirational setting that invites creativity, 
inspires learning, and fosters the continued 
advancement of academic, social and 
emotional development. 

E N R I C H
In 2018, the Oakwood 
Schools Foundation 
engaged the alumni 
and regional community 
through surveys, interviews 
and roundtable discussions 
in an effort to learn about 
community perception and 
expectations as it pertained 
to the Foundation fulfilling 
its mission.

The Arts rose to the top 
of the collective voice of 
the participants as a specific 
need for enhancement. 
That feedback aligned 

with independent audits 
of Oakwood’s Performing 
and Visual Arts programs 
and with the commitment 
affirmed by Oakwood 
Schools.

An extraordinary 
opportunity has emerged 
which will enrich the 
lives of students, parents 
and the community. 
This project also creates 
potential to establish 
deep and meaningful 
partnerships in our 
surrounding region and 
beyond.

The expansion honors the 
passion and talent of our 
faculty and students while 
celebrating and honoring 
the legacy of commitment 
and success of those 
who have preceded this 
moment.



T O P  C U R R I C U L A R  A N D 
C O - C U R R I C U L U M S

1. VISUAL ARTS
2. BAND
3. TRACK
4. CHOIR
5. LACROSSE
6. PLAY/MUSICAL

7. ORCHESTRA

All 5 programs are represented in the 
top 7 Curricular/ Co-curriculums with the 
highest student participation rates in the 
Junior High and High School. 

”

“ I believe Oakwood is a 
wonderful place to learn 
and work because the 
community values the 
arts! The district does a 
great job advocating for 
each student to have a 
well-rounded education. 
As a fine arts teacher, 
I feel supported and 
needed, which I love!

Kristie Savino,  
OHS Teacher

E S S E N T I A L
T h e  C h a l l e n g e
This effort is crucial and essential. Today, the 
need for new and renewed art spaces is 
considerable and undeniable. In independent 
reviews performed on the related arts 
programs, the needs were emphasized and 
affirmed. 

While Oakwood Schools are committed 
to being a national school system of 
excellence, the arts program spaces are not in 
alignment with this goal and are inadequate in 
comparison with peers locally and across the 
state. 

In summary, the spaces are limited in size 
and amenities, pressed to capacity, serve too 
many functions, lack necessary storage, are too 
crowded.

A tremendous need was identified for 
practice and performance space designated 
specifically for music, to improve instruction 
and experience, with appropriate acoustics.

In addition, the visual arts spaces are 
“cluttered, inefficient, and do not foster pride 
in strong programs that are characteristic of 
Oakwood.”* 

The space constraints in the art classrooms 
restrict both the number of students who 
can be accommodated in the making of 
art as well as the kinds of art that can be 
explored. There is a distinctive lack of space 
to display and celebrate student work. 

Likewise, the beloved Oakwood Junior 
High and High School Auditorium needs 
upgraded technology, equipment and 
enhancement to support student use as a 
multi-media facility of the 21st century.

*Crum, Roger J, and Susan Martis. “Curriculum Audit of the Visual Arts Program of the 
Oakwood City School District.” 3 May 2017, pp. 13.



E X PA N D 
Our Plan: Expanding Student Potential
Now is the time to create space where dreams can flourish into previously unrealized potential.

Plans have been made for the Performing Arts Wing building addition, renovated Visual Arts Center 
space and an Auditorium Improvement Fund.

The following enhancements will be included in the project.

Renovated second floor, central, high-traffic space in the freshman hallway

T h e  V I S U A L  A RT S  C E N T E R

An open art gallery and three art classrooms that will include windows for an 
interactive view of students at work

Space will be opened to feature the gallery with installations celebrating 
students and community art

Located close to the Auditorium for ease of use by student families and the 
community when attending school events and performances

New building addition with Band, Choir and Orchestra spaces including 
practice rooms, storage and directors’ offices

T h e  P E R F O R M I N G  A RT S  W I N G

Each room acoustically tuned for its specific purpose 

Building near Schantz Avenue and Mack Hummon Stadium for ease of 
transportation of instruments and students

High visibility on Schantz Avenue, highlighting the importance of the arts in 
Oakwood Schools

An established fund will support improvements to the Auditorium, including 
audio, visual and equipment needs for the structure to enhance its learning 
environment for practice and performance needs

T H E AT E R  P R O G R A M  I M P R O V E M E N T S

Ample new storage space for the Theater program has been identified within 
the project scope

New recital space in the building addition with seating for nearly 200, filling 
an existing gap in performance space at the Junior High and High School



Art is a place for children to learn to trust their 
ideas, themselves, and to explore what is 
possible. 

Art is as natural as sunshine and as vital as 
nourishment. 

MaryAnn Kohl,  
Author 

“ 

”

PERFORMING 
ARTS WING

New building addition 
with Band, Choir and 

Orchestra spaces 
including practice 

rooms, storage and 
directors offices.

THEATER 
PROGRAM 

An established fund will 
support improvements 

to the Auditorium 
including audio and 

visual and equipment 
needs. 

VISUAL ARTS 
CENTER

Renovated second 
floor, central, high 
traffic space in the 

freshman hallway with 
open art gallery and 

classrooms.



E X PA N D
Our Plan: Expanding Student Potential

”

“ Creativity is an 
invaluable skill no 
matter what field you 
grow into as an adult, 
and it all begins with 
shaping the heart 
and mind with quality 
arts education as a 
student.

Adam Koch  
OHS Alumni,  
Class of 2003





Performing Arts Wing
The Band and Orchestra Rooms will be substantially larger than the existing rooms, approximately 
double the size, with higher ceilings, improved volume and enhanced acoustics.

Adjacent music libraries, directors’ offices and shared practice rooms are also included in the spaces.

The Choir Room will be twice the size of the current space with improved acoustics. Two practice 
rooms distributed between Choir, Orchestra and Band will provide acoustically isolated rehearsal 
space for individuals or small groups. Windows will provide a visual connection between practice 
rooms and rehearsal space.

The arts enhancement project is a celebration of the impact of the arts’ ability to broaden 
perspective, encourage collaboration, deepen empathy and accelerate vocational exploration.



The creation of the newly renovated  
6,300 sq. ft. Visual Arts Center includes 
an Art Gallery encircled by three remodeled 
art classrooms. The expansion represents a 
250% space increase for the Visual Arts. 

The high-visibility location of the Center will 
aid in transforming the visual arts from the 
periphery to a central focus in Oakwood 
Schools. Being a rarity in a secondary school 
system, the Art Gallery will serve as a mark of 
distinction for Oakwood Schools, in alignment 
with the commitment to being a national 
school system of excellence.

One of the art rooms will be dedicated to 
pottery and “wet” art, with pottery wheels 
and an adjacent kiln firing room.

There will be two large additional art rooms 
with student art tables, stools, sinks and 
storage. 

Art room hallway windows provide a visual 
connection to what is happening inside the 
classroom for all students passing by in the 
corridor.

Visual Arts Center

”

Arts education in Oakwood Schools provides a tremendous 
foundation for our students. The value of Oakwood arts 
education cannot be underestimated.

Krista Caley
Parent of 2018 OHS graduate band member who is a 
member of The Ohio State Marching Band 

“



This project will:

•	 Enhance the Arts Education experience for 
Oakwood students, faculty, parents and the 
community at-large

•	 Provide Oakwood students the state-
of-the-art facilities they need to remain 
competitive with other area school systems, 
as well as the ability to showcase their 
achievements

•	 Build future appreciation of the arts for 
generations to come

•	 Inspire enhanced and increased arts 
participation and retention

•	 Increase the accessibility to arts education 
by creating greater opportunity for 
curriculum enhancement and creative 
partnerships

•	 Enhance the artistic education experience 
with new programming space that assists 
both faculty and students in closing the 
feedback loop

•	 Encourage artistic expression and pursuit

We are actively seeking support from current friends and residents of Oakwood, Oakwood Schools 
parents, alumni from across the country, current and retired staff, and others who have expressed a 
vested interest.

With your help, this project will provide Oakwood students with the significantly enhanced arts 
facilities they need to remain competitive with peers and to fully realize their individual potential.

Our total project goal is $8.8M in private support through fundraising efforts. We can and will 
reach this goal together with commitment from friends like you.

As a leader and influencer in our community, your support is critical to the 
FLOURISH Campaign’s success. This significant and powerful philanthropic 
effort will ensure continued progress and a renewed commitment to the 
value of the arts in Oakwood Schools. It will build the learning and practice 
spaces that will inspire both students and faculty to reach further in their 
collaborative and creative efforts and it will ignite a passion that only the 

wonder of art can provide.

E N S U R E
The Momentum Has Begun 
Join Us To Ensure Our Future Success



Creativity takes courage.
Henri Matisse 
French artist

“ ”

The Oakwood Schools 
Foundation is a component 

fund of The Dayton 
Foundation.

We invite you to join us today as we improve the 
future for Oakwood students.
For more details and to discuss donation opportunities, please inquire. 

Oakwood Schools Foundation
P.O. Box 351
Oakwood, OH 45409
937-297-5332
www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org/community/osf

Staff Contact:
Brandy McFall, Development Director
937-367-1685
brandy@oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org

































MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEMBERS 
 
FROM: ETHAN KROGER 
 
SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF MAY 12 MEETING  
 
DATE:  APRIL 20, 2022 
 

 
The Board of Zoning Appeals meeting on Thursday, May 12, 2022 has been cancelled 
due to lack of agenda items. The next regularly scheduled meeting is at 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 9, 2022. 
 
   
EK:ls 
cc: Members of City Council  
 Norbert Klopsch, City Manager  
 Robert Jacques, Law Director 
 Jennifer Wilder, Personnel and Properties Director 
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