CITY MANAGER’S NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 18, 2022

IMPORTANT COUNCIL DATES:

November 29, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. — BRC Meeting (30 Park)
December 5, Monday, 6 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)
December 11, Sunday, 6:30 p.m. — Holiday of Lights (Shafor Park)
January 9, Monday, 6:30 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)

January 23, Monday, 5 p.m. — Work Session (30 Park)

February 6, Monday, 6:30 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)
February 27, Monday, 5 p.m. — Work Session (30 Park)

March 6, Monday, 6:30 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)

March 20, Monday, 5 p.m. — Work Session (30 Park)

BUSINESS UPDATE:

» Thanksgiving: City offices will be closed next Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving

>

holiday. Enclosed are DDN & Register articles.

Comprehensive Plan: We posted the article below to our city website. It includes the enclosed memo

addressing the continued use of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan, and includes links to the achievements
paper, including Appendix A, the paper on Oakwood Sustainability Measures, and the council
meeting video.

Oakwood Comprehensive Plan

At the November 7, 2022 public meeting, Oakwood City Council addressed the 2004 Oakwood
Comprehensive Plan and adopted a resolution. The resolution accepted a document summarizing
achievements towards the Goals and Objectives of the Plan, and ratified and recognized that the
2004 Plan remains valid as the city’s official policy guide for physical development addressing
the use of land, the movement of vehicles and pedestrians, the protection of community character,
and the provision of parks, schools, and other public facilities.

Watch the November 7, 2022 Oakwood City Council meeting addressing the 2004 Oakwood
Comprehensive Plan.

» Sustainability Measures: Enclosed is an updated copy of the white paper addressing Oakwood

Sustainability Measures. In addition to several minor edits, we added the two bullets below:

Landscape Management Code: On July 18, 2022, city council approved an amendment to Chapter
551, Weeds, of the Oakwood General Offenses code renaming it to “Landscape Management”
and incorporating new provisions to authorize the establishment of managed natural landscape
areas on private property within the city. The purpose of the amendment is to encourage the use
of native vegetation throughout the city to maximize ecological and aesthetic benefits while
respecting existing community values regarding landscaping to include well-maintained yards,
preservation of sight lines, compatibility with existing structures, and public safety. Ecological
benefits of “managed natural landscapes’ include enhancement of pollinator support habitat,
stormwater management, carbon sequestration, erosion control, and preservation of
biodiversity.” The updated code adds provisions to expressly authorize property owners to
establish “managed natural landscape areas” on their property but, importantly, it does not give
property owners permission to neglect their yards or allow them to “go wild.” The key concept
behind a managed natural landscape area is that it must be “managed and maintained” as
required by the new ordinance.

Recycling Numbers: In 2021, about 50% of the total waste generated in Oakwood was recycled.



https://oakwoodohio.gov/november-7-2022-oakwood-city-council-meeting-addressing-the-2004-oakwood-comprehensive-plan/
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Houk Stream Clean-up: Enclosed is a Register article about the clean-up event tomorrow from 9 — 11
a.m. at Houk Stream.

Planning and Zoning Workshop: The following people will attend the annual workshop:
Andy Aidt — Planning Commission
Healy Jackson — Planning Commission
Rob Jacques

Yard Debris Disposal Press Release: Enclosed is the draft of a press release that we plan to distribute
on Monday, December 5.

Houk Stream Incident: Enclosed is the press release about the deceased person found on our Houk
Stream property. Also enclosed are DDN and Register articles.

Board of Health: The Board meets next Tuesday. Enclosed is the meeting packet.

December PC & BZA: We have no applications so the December PC & BZA meetings are cancelled.

CPA: Enclosed is a Register article about the 5™ class of the Oakwood Citizen Police Academy.

Oakwood Schools Superintendent: Enclosed is another DDN article about the search for the next
Oakwood Schools Superintendent.

Far Hills Speaker Series: Enclosed is a Register article about the “The Future of Oakwood”
presentation this Sunday... along with the program announcement.

Pickleball Courts: Enclosed is a nice letter to the editor in this week’s Register about our pickleball
courts being a wonderful addition to the community.

Safety Department Report: Enclosed is the October report.

October 18 BRC: Enclosed are the draft minutes.

Employee Holiday Luncheon: Enclosed is an invitation to our holiday luncheon scheduled for 12
noon on Friday, December 16. Please join us if you are able.

Vehicle Thefts: Enclosed is a press release sent today to the Register and posted to our website.

Municipal Income Tax: It appears that the state may be heading towards another attack on the local
income tax... see attached DDN article.

Neighborhood Trees: Enclosed is an October 16 DDN article about trees in area communities. Carol
comments on our tree maintenance and replacement program. So far this year, we have applications
for about 60 Johnny Appleseed trees. The article also mentions the Retreet program. Steve Byington
and Dan Turben volunteered time with this program a couple months ago.




» Shoes 4 the Shoeless: The event was today... and was a big success. Kudos to Lt. Damian Baggett
for organizing it. The local media has picked up on this.

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND!



TRANSMITTALS NOTED WITHIN NEWSLETTER
DDN & Register Article re: Thanksgiving

Register Article re: Houk Stream Clean-up
Comprehensive Plan Memo

Sustainability Measures

Register Article re: Houk Stream Clean-up

Draft Yard Debris Disposal Press Release

Press Release, DDN & Register Articles re: Houk Stream Incident
Board of Health Meeting Packet

December PC & BZA Cancellation Memos

Register Article re: CPA

DDN Article re: Oakwood Schools Superintendent
Register Article re: Far Hills Speaker Series & Program
Register Article re: Pickleball Courts

October Safety Department Report

October 18 BRC Draft Minutes

Employee Holiday Luncheon Invitation

Vehicle Thefts Press Release

DDN Article re: Municipal Income Tax

DDN Article re: Neighborhood Trees
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City offices to close

Oakwood city offices at 30
Park Ave. will be closed on
both Thursday, Nov. 24 and

Friday, Nov. 25 in observance
of Thanksgiving. Police, fire
and emergency medical ser-
vices will be fully operational
during this period. For emer-
gencies, call 911.

Trash pickup for all routes
the week of Nov. 21 will be the
same as the normal weekly
schedule, except that Thurs-
day’s route will be picked up -
on Wednesday.

For additional informa-
tion, call City Manager Nor-
bert Klopsch at 937-298-0600
or email klopsch@oakwoodo-
hio.gov. ;]
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City offices will be closed Nov.

‘Nov. 25, in observance of the - schedule, except that Thursday’s

24-25 for Thanksgiving holiday

Oakwood city offices are closed ~ week of November 21 will be
on Thursday, Nov. 24, and Friday, the same as the normal weekly

Thanksgiving holiday. route will be picked up on
Trash pickup for all routes the Wednesday.




City of ®@akwood
30 Park Avenue
Qakwood, Ohkio 45419

MEMORANDUM

From: Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager
Date: November 16, 2022
RE: Continued use of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan

Since 1989, land use and development policy in the city of Oakwood has been guided by two
comprehensive planning efforts, as follows:

e The 1989 Comprehensive Plan, a document developed in consultation with national
planning and development experts which served the community for 15 years. Among
other things, direct results from that document included a subarea plan to guide the
redevelopment of the NCR Sugar Camp property; the development of design guidelines
for the Far Hills Avenue business district; and the adoption of the current Zoning Code.

e The 2004 Comprehensive Plan, a document that updated the 1989 plan. It was similarly
developed in consultation with national experts, as well as an extensive process to solicit
community input and feedback. It has guided the application of, and updates to, the
city’s Zoning and Subdivision Codes for nearly 18 years.

In 2022, city staff completed a thorough review of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan. The
purpose of that review was to determine whether the document continues to represent
sound planning and policy guidance for the city, or whether it might be time to update the
document again. Importantly, staff’s review included a detailed look at achievements made
towards the Goals & Objectives set forth in the 2004 Comprehensive Plan as well as the
current state of Oakwood, which is land-locked and almost fully developed.

The results of staff’s review were presented to the Oakwood Planning Commission at its
meeting on October 5, 2022. Thereafter, the Planning Commission adopted two motions:

1. A motion to acknowledge and accept staff’s report of achievements made
pursuant to the 2004 Comprehensive Plan; and

2. A motion to recognize the 2004 Comprehensive Plan as a document of continuing
validity as the city’s official policy guide for physical development addressing the
use of land, the movement of vehicles and pedestrians, the protection of
community character, and the provision of parks, schools, and other public
facilities; and further, to recommend that Council ratify the same prospectively.

Upon the Planning Commission’s recommendation, the results of staff’s review were
subsequently presented to City Council at its meeting on November 7, 2022. At the
conclusion of that presentation, Council adopted Resolution No. 1901, a copy of which is
attached to this Memorandum, to take three key actions:



City of Oakwood
30 Park Avenue
Oakwood, Ohio 45419

1. To accept staff’s report of achievements made pursuant to the 2004
Comprehensive Plan;

2. To concur with the Planning Commission’s characterization of Oakwood as a
mature, established community; and

3. To ratify and recognize the 2004 Comprehensive Plan as a document of continuing
validity as the city’s official policy guide for physical development addressing the
use of land, the movement of vehicles and pedestrians, the protection of
community character, and the provision of parks, schools, and other public
facilities.

Accordingly, Council does not believe an update is needed to the 2004 Comprehensive Plan at
this time. The existing document remains valid as a guide to Oakwood planning and
development policy for the foreseeable future.

This Memorandum, with the attached Resolution No. 1901, is to be affixed to the 2004
Comprehensive Plan.

L

Norbert|S. Klopsch, City Manager

Date:____ lH(o-ZL

Attachment: Res. No. 1901



A RESOLUTION

BY:___ VICE MAYOR BYINGTON NO.___1901

TO APPROVE THE CONTINUED USE OF THE 2004 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO
GUIDE CITY POLICY AS TO LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT.

WHEREAS, Section 713.06 of the Ohio Revised Code provides that Ohio municipalities “may frame and
adopt a plan for zoning and land use;” and

WHEREAS, the city of Oakwood has adopted such a plan at several times throughout its history, initially
through the city’s first comprehensive zoning ordinance adopted in 1952 (Ord. No. 1724), and
subsequently through the 1989 comprehensive planning effort, the 2000 zoning ordinance rewrite (Ord.
No. 4471), and the 2004 comprehensive planning effort; and

WHEREAS, both comprehensive planning efforts were accomplished via extensive study and
collaboration among Comprehensive Planning Committees that included outside expert consultants as
well as members of Oakwood City Council, city officials, and numerous Oakwood residents and business
representatives; and

WHEREAS, those comprehensive planning efforts culminated in the publication of two documents, the
1989 Comprehensive Plan and its subsequent update known as the 2004 Comprehensive Plan, which were
intended to serve as the city’s official policy guide for physical development addressing the use of land,
the movement of vehicles and pedestrians, the protection of community character, and the provision of
parks, schools, and other public facilities; and

WHEREAS, city staff recently reviewed the 2004 Comprehensive Plan, and progress towards the Goals
and Objectives set forth therein, and presented the same in detail to the Oakwood Planning Commission
at its meeting of October 5, 2022; and

WHEREAS, in reviewing the 2004 Comprehensive Plan, city staff noted that Oakwood remains
landlocked and is essentially fully developed; and

WHEREAS, following the presentation, the Planning Commission adopted a motion to acknowledge and
accept the report and accomplishments towards the Comprehensive Plan goals and objectives; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission also noted that Oakwood is a mature, established community that
values its history and preservation of its stability and ambience over systematic, and/or rapid, dynamic
change, and on that basis adopted a motion to recognize the 2004 Comprehensive Plan of the city of
Oakwood as a document of continuing validity as the city’s official policy guide for physical
development addressing the use of land, the movement of vehicles and pedestrians, the protection of
community character, and the provision of parks, schools, and other public facilities; and further, to
recommend that Council ratify the same prospectively, consistent with that determination; and

WHEREAS, the City Manager has reviewed the 2004 Comprehensive Plan in a presentation before
Council, and having considered the same, Council wishes to accept the recommendation of the Planning
Commission;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, OHIO,
THAT:

SECTION L.
Council hereby accepts the reported accomplishments towards the Comprehensive Plan Goals and

Objectives.

SECTION II.

Council hereby concurs with the Planning Commission’s characterization of Oakwood as a mature,
established community that values its history and preservation of its stability and ambience over
systematic, and/or rapid, dynamic change.

SECTION III.

Council hereby ratifies and recognizes the 2004 Comprehensive Plan of the city of Oakwood, including
the Vision Statement and all component parts thereof, as a document of continuing validity as the city’s
official policy guide for physical development addressing the use of land, the movement of vehicles and
pedestrians, the protection of community character, and the provision of parks, schools, and other public
facilities.

SECTION 1V.

It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the
passage of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all deliberations of
this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in compliance with all
legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.



ADOPTED BY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, this 7* day of November, 2022.

Wl F )

Mayor William D. Duncan
ATTEST:

Clerk of Council

TO THE CLERK:
Publication of this resolution is not required.

(Lotrattotprnr o

City Attorney qu F. Jééques



Section 2: Goals and Objectives

To be effective, the new Comprehensive Plan must respond to the needs, values and desires of
the Oakwood community. Planning goals and objectives help provide this guidance. They strive
to transform community values into policies and guidelines to support the planning program.

The goals and objectives provide an important focus and foundation for the new Comprehensive
Plan. Goals and objectives describe what a community wants to become in the future and
establish policies to help achieve that future vision.

Goals and objectives each have a different purpose in the planning process:

e Goals describe desired end situations toward which planning efforts should be directed.
They are broad and long-range. They represent an end to be sought, although they may never
actually be fully attained.

e Objectives describe broad actions that should be undertaken in order to advance toward the
overall goals. They provide guidelines for further study of specific projects, with economic
justification a priority, in order to implement appropriate actions to accomplish the objective.

Goals and objectives express many ideas and concepts that cannot be shown on plan maps or
depicted in other plan components. Because of this, the goals and objectives are an important
part of Oakwood’s new Comprehensive Plan.

The goals and objectives are divided into eight categories:

Community Image and Character.
Housing and Residential Areas.
Commercial and Business Development.
Transportation.

Community Facilities.

Parks and Open Space.

Marketing and Promotion.
Communication and Cooperation.

The goals and objectives presented below are based on: a) the goals and objectives of the 1989
Comprehensive Plan, b) advice and suggestions from City Council, Staff and the Comprehensive
Planning Committee, and c) input received from the Oakwood community as a part of the
community outreach activities.

It should be emphasized that all of the goals and objectives presented in this Section are essential
to the new Comprehensive Plan. Following adoption of the Comprehensive Plan, it will be
important for City Council, the Planning Commission, City Staff and the Comprehensive
Planning Committee to work together in order to highlight key priorities that should be pursued
within the next few years.

The objectives are presented in the form of Existing Objectives and New Objectives, and are
defined as follows:

e EXISTING OBJECTIVES: Objectives that are currently being addressed and are considered
to be of continuing importance. Many of these were identified in the 1989 Comprehensive
Plan. The City should continue to pursue these objectives.

e NEW OBJECTIVES: These represent new or expanded initiatives that the City should
pursue.

ONoGa~wWNE
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1. COMMUNITY IMAGE and CHARACTER
Goal:

An attractive and distinctive community image and character that builds upon Oakwood’s
unique traditional qualities and characteristics, and helps distinguish it from other communities
in the Dayton region.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:

1. Retain Oakwood’s “small town” atmosphere and character by maintaining Oakwood as
primarily a residential community offering high-quality housing choices and premier
neighborhood areas.

a. Since its founding, Oakwood has been the classic “bedroom community,” and it has

remained that to this day.

b. Since 2004, the following new homes have been built in Oakwood:

o 31 Single Family

o 5 Doubles

o 1 four-unit apartment building

o An 84-unit condominium complex named Element Oakwood

c. Since 2004, numerous commercial and non-residential properties have been built or
significantly redeveloped in Oakwood. All of the commercial properties have been of
the boutique variety. A partial list of these commercial and non-residential
properties includes:

o Jessup Wealth Management (Park Ave)

Russell Total Wealth and Wellness (Russell PI)

Routsong Retail Center (Oakwood Ave)

Beth Abraham Synagogue and Mikvah (Sugar Camp Cir)

Schear Financial Services and co-located medical and business offices within

the former Sugar Camp campus (Sugar Camp Cir)

National Processing Services (Sugar Camp Cir)

Flyboys Deli (Far Hills Ave)

LCNB National Bank (Far Hills Ave)

Graeter’s Ice Cream (Far Hills Ave)

Goodwill (Far Hills Ave)

o Jaffe Jewelers (Far Hills Ave)

2. Retain the attractive tree-lined streets, open space character, pedestrian scale, and other
distinguishing qualities of the Oakwood community.

a. In 2022, Oakwood was recognized by the National Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree
City USA community for the 40™" consecutive year.

b. In 2021, Oakwood celebrated the 43" consecutive year of operating the Johnny
Appleseed Street Tree Planting Program and has planted 3,204 trees over that time
period.

c. For several decades, the city has installed and maintained decorative street banners
on Far Hills Avenue and on Shafor Boulevard, two of Oakwood'’s signature
north/south roadways.

d. In 2017, the city converted the 1.1 mile stretch of Shroyer Road from a 4-lane street
to a 3-lane street with raised center medians. The project included planting 55 trees
in the newly created center median.

o O O O

o O O O O
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e.

f.

In 2017, the city accepted a 0.6-acre parcel of land at the northwest corner of Far
Hills and W. Schantz Avenue to be forever maintained as public open space.

In 2007, the city approved a Special Use Master Plan for the Sugar Camp
(commercial) and Pointe Oakwood (residential) mixed use development, which has
been gradually built out — and continues to be built — with attention to maintaining
and establishing attractive architecture, mature landscaping, decorative lighting, and
other elements that contribute to Oakwood’s upscale residential ambience.

3. Assist the Oakwood Schools wherever appropriate in their commitment to excellence in
education.

a.

b.

In 2017, the city and schools completed the $4.0 million project to build Lane
Stadium at the Old River Sports Complex.

The city and schools continue to share in the expense of providing adult crossing
guards at four key Far Hills Avenue pedestrian crossings. Guards have been posted
at Thruston/Oakwood, Patterson, and Aberdeen/Park Road for around 30 years. In
2015, a guard began being posted at Park Avenue, as well.

In 2000, the city opened the new J.D. Foell Public Works Center. The facility
includes a fuel station that provides gasoline and diesel fuel. The city has made this
fuel station available to the Oakwood Schools. The school district reimburses the city
for the cost of the fuel used, but capitalizes on the bulk fuel rate, versus the retail rate
they would pay at a local private filling station.

In 2001, the city completed a project to build a comprehensive fiber optic network
throughout the city. In addition to interconnecting city-owned facilities, the network
also interconnected facilities owned and operated by the Oakwood Schools and
Wright Memorial Public Library. In 2019, the city extended the fiber optic network
to Lane Stadium. The city continues to maintain this fiber optic infrastructure, most
of which is underground.

4. Provide top quality City services and facilities that respond to the needs and desires of
local residents and businesses.

a.

In 2000, the city completed the construction of the J. David Foell Public Works
Center, an entirely new facility. Twenty-two years later, the facility continues to
provide the platform from which all roadway, water, sanitary sewer, stormwater and
refuse services are delivered.

In 2004, the city completed major additions and renovation on the city/public safety
building at 30 Park Avenue. The facility provides all of the necessary spaces and
features to provide the finest public services.

In 2008, the city completed the complete overhaul of Orchardly Park, converting it to
a top quality destination park that not only benefits Oakwood residents but draws
numerous visitors from throughout the region.

In 2016, the city acquired the formerly private Virginia Hollinger Memorial Tennis
Center and entered into a management agreement with the club, converting it to a
public use clay tennis court facility for the benefit of Oakwood residents.

In 2018, the city and schools completed the $800,000 project to rebuild the Shafor
Park Tennis Facility and construct the OCC parking lot. The lot provides 30 spaces
for patrons and staff of the OCC, Gardner Pool, Shafor Park and the tennis facility.
The tennis facility is open to the public and is also the home of Oakwood High School
Tennis.
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f.

In 2021, the city completed construction of a new recycling and yard debris drop-off
facility located at the entrance to the public works yard.

In 2021, the city invested $120,000 to equip all marked public safety vehicles with
front and rear facing cameras, and all public safety officers with body cameras.

In 2022, the city installed a two-port public electric vehicle (EV) charging station.
In 2017, the city constructed Cook Park as a neighborhood pocket park/playground
on the corner of Oakwood Ave and Schenck Ave. The park was named in honor of
Judy Cook, former Mayor of Oakwood. About $39,000 of the $77,000 cost was paid
through a recycling incentive grant from the Montgomery County Solid Waste
District. The Oakwood Rotary Club Foundation also contributed to the project, as
did the MOMs of Oakwood, The Oakwood Historical Society and numerous private
donors.

5. Work with the City of Kettering, the City of Dayton and the University of Dayton to
improve the “community edges” along Shroyer Road and Irving Avenue and other
roadways and areas along our shared corporation lines.

a. City staff continues to work annually with UD officials to monitor and police student

b.

activity in the Irving Avenue area.

In 2016, the Oakwood officials worked with officials from the cities of Dayton and
Kettering, along with officials from the Ohio Department of Transportation and the
Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission to complete a traffic study and develop
detailed plans to convert Shroyer Road from a 4-lane street to a 3-lane street with
single through lanes, dedicated left turn lanes, one bikeway crossing, two pedestrian
crossings, and raised center medians with trees. This marked a significant safety
improvement dramatically lowering vehicle speeds and traffic accidents, and
significantly enhancing the residential character of the Shroyer Road corridor.

In 2022, the city entered into updated Mutual Aid Agreements with the city of Dayton
for shared policing jurisdiction along Irving Avenue and at the Old River/Lane
Stadium facility.

The city conducts a weekly litter abatement program along Irving Ave from Shafor
Blvd to Oakwood Ave. This program is of significant value year around, but
particularly during the time period when UD is in session.

6. Maintain the community “gateways” along the major streets that enter the City of
Oakwood through the use of special signage, landscaping and other entry design features.

a. See above for details about the Shroyer Road project.
b. New corporation signs were installed at the following entryways to Oakwood in 2008.

These decorative signs incorporate Oakwood colors and the Oakwood logo.
Far Hills Ave, north and south ends.

Shroyer Rd, north and south ends.

Patterson Rd, east end.

Ridgeway Rd, south end.

Shafor Blvd, north and south ends.

Oakwood Ave, north end

W. Schantz Ave, west end
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7. Enforce high standards of construction for all new buildings and landscape development
within the City of Oakwood.

a. The city has maintained and enforced a comprehensive zoning code for decades. The
code was completely rewritten in 2000 and has been incrementally updated several
times since then. As prescribed in the code, the city uses the citizen members of the 5-
person Planning Commission and 5-person Board of Zoning Appeals to review
applications and render decisions on matters of land use and development. A key
code provision is the requirement that new commercial construction undergo
rigorous scrutiny via the Major Site Development Plan Review process.

b. The city maintains the employment of a fulltime Code Enforcement Officer whose
primary duty is to oversee city-wide compliance with the zoning code, property
maintenance code, and various building codes.

c. In 2018, the city established the Director of Properties position, a role which
supervises the Code Enforcement Officer and all aspects of Planning and Zoning in
the city.

NEwW OBJECTIVES:

1. Work with the local business community to upgrade the image and appearance of
existing commercial and business areas, including buildings, parking lots, signage, and
the public rights-of-way.

a. The city continuously maintains public features and spaces within the business
districts and regularly seeks ways in which to make improvements. Following is a list
of significant projects undertaken over the past 20 years:

I. In 2014 and 2015, the city replaced nearly all of the center median and curbside
trees in the Far Hills Avenue Business District, renewing this primary component
of the business district landscaping. In total, 164 new trees were planted.

ii. In 2008, the city built a parking lot on the former site of a 4-unit apartment
building on the south side of Orchard Drive just east of Far Hills Avenue to
address parking needs in the Far Hills Avenue Business District. The parking lot
design included construction of rain gardens to accommodate the stormwater
runoff generated by building the additional hard surface area. The project also
included planting 10 new trees in the parking lot. In 2022, the city built a two
port, Level 2 electric vehicle charging station in the parking lot. The parking lot
has been the location of the Oakwood Farmers’ Market since it was established in

2013.

iii. In 2011, the city partnered with Miami Valley Lighting and the Greater Dayton
RTA to replace all of the decorative street lights in the Far Hills Avenue Business
District. The three agencies split the cost of the project.

iv. The city continuously maintains the timber safety wall in the Far Hills Avenue
Business District. The wall was installed in 1974 and is an important part of the
business district roadway infrastructure as it provides a substantial, yet
aesthetically pleasing separation between the pedestrian-friendly business areas
and State Route 48 (Far Hills Avenue). Even though the wall is nearly 50 years
old, it still serves its intended purpose. Routine maintenance is conducted as
needed, and more comprehensive repair and repainting projects are completed
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every few years. A comprehensive repair and repainting was completed in 2017
and again in 2022.

v. In 2009, the city completed a comprehensive refurbishment of the public parking
lot along Park Avenue that serves the Park Avenue Business District.

vi. In 2008, the city purchased an existing private parking lot along the north side of
Orchard Drive just east of Far Hills Avenue converting it to a public-use lot to
address parking needs in the Far Hills Avenue Business District.

vii. For over 25 years, the city has been installing and maintaining holiday lighting

and other decorations in the Far Hills Avenue Business District between late
November and the end of February.

2. Establish criteria to identify and define important and authentic historical buildings in
Oakwood, and develop programs and resources to help educate the community on the
value of preserving these historical structures.

a.

The city regularly supports the Oakwood Historical Society (OHS) as needed with
projects, program and events. In 2018, the OHS conducted the first annual Holiday
Home Tour. The program has been enthusiastically embraced by the community and
provides a wonderful opportunity for citizens to view historic Oakwood homes and
cultivate ideas on how they might preserve historic features in their homes.

In 2014, the OHS started the Far Hills Speaker Series, an entertaining and
educational program touching on varied topics related to Oakwood history. It is
conducted several times each year at Wright Library, is free of charge, and is open to
the public.

3. Collaborate with the Oakwood Historical Society and the Oakwood Preservation Trust to
explore options for preserving historic properties.

a.

The Oakwood Historical Society remains a vibrant and very valuable community
asset. From its inception, it has been a private organization operated and controlled
by citizen volunteers who are passionate about the long and storied history of
Oakwood.

The Oakwood Preservation Trust (originally named The Preservation Trust for
Oakwood) was established in 2000 as a private, not for profit corporation with the
mission to address matters relating to historic preservation. The organization was
officially dissolved in 2016 after serval years of inactivity.

Year after year, Oakwood property owners typically choose to preserve, renovate and
improve property, rather than engage in complete tear downs and reconstructions.
The city tracks annually the total value of permitted home and business improvement
projects in Oakwood and sees a consistent pattern of reinvestment in existing
structures.

4. Develop a long-range plan for “green space” preservation and/or development throughout
the community.

a.

The city regularly seeks ways to maintain existing public greenspace and is very
cautious when evaluating projects that would eliminate or reduce greenspace area.

In 2007, the city purchased 3.1 acres of land adjacent to Houk Stream. This land had
been established as a buildable lot in 1995 when an 11.4 acres estate property was
subdivided. The purchase was made to significantly enhance the public natural area
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around Houk Stream. In 2009, a portion of that land became the home of Francine’s
Garden, a public garden honoring the life of the former property owner.

c. In 2017, the city accepted a 0.6-acre parcel of undeveloped greenspace from the
Oakwood Investment Group at the northwest corner of West Schantz Avenue and Far
Hills Avenue. As a condition of the donation, this property shall remain a public
greenspace in perpetuity.

d. In 2020, the city purchased the property at 1313 Far Hills to accommodate the
reconstruction of a major storm sewer that is reaching the end of its useful life. The
existing home on that property will be demolished to provide space for installing the
new sewer. After installation of the sewer, the land will likely be retained as new
greenspace.

2. HOUSING and RESIDENTIAL AREAS
Goal:

A housing inventory and living environment that supports the local population, attracts new
families, and enhances the traditional image and character of the City.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:
1. Retain the predominant single-family character of the City of Oakwood.

a. Oakwood consists of 2.2 square miles of land area. Since its founding, Oakwood has
been the classic “bedroom community,” and it has remained that for 150 years. The
first platting of the “Town of Oakwood " occurred in 1872, and Oakwood was
incorporated as a village in 1908. The 1930 US Census reported that Oakwood’s
population exceeded 5,000, meaning Oakwood then became a city. The
comprehensive Oakwood zoning code and map were adopted in 1952, formalizing
that Oakwood was to remain primarily residential. 98% of Oakwood land is zoned
residential.

b. Over the past 20 years, only two small properties were rezoned from residential to
commercial. These were properties adjacent to what is now the Routsong Retail
Center, and had both been previously used in conjunction with the former Routsong
Funeral Home.

2. Maintain the scale, quality and appearance of existing residential neighborhoods.

a. Most of Oakwood was fully developed by 1950. The scale, quality and appearance of
the residential neighborhoods was established by the original founders of the city and
was carefully carried forward during the two or three decades when the vast majority
of Oakwood homes were constructed. Over the years since 1950, most residential
development has been in the form of building single family homes on in-fill lots,
either as a rebuild or on parcels of land sprinkled intermittently along otherwise fully
developed residential blocks.

b. The single biggest residential development to occur in Oakwood since 1950 was the
Pointe Oakwood neighborhood located in the northwest corner of Oakwood, north of
W. Schantz Avenue and west of Far Hills Avenue. The 36 acres of land was owned by
NCR corporation until 2007, but preliminary city planning for its eventual
redevelopment/reuse began in the late 1980s and continued through 2004.
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Ultimately, an organization named the Oakwood Investment Group (OIG) purchased
the land from NCR. Over a period of more than ten years, and extending to the
present, existing buildings on the property have been reused, and much of the
undeveloped land has been converted to residential properties known as Pointe
Oakwood, a new residential neighborhood. Pointe Oakwood is further addressed
below. The Sugar Camp portion that NCR used for over 30 years for corporate
activities, primarily company-wide sales training, was repurposed for new business
uses and is also further addressed below.

3. Encourage efficient land-use planning, yet maintain the predominant low density
character and environmental quality necessary to preserve the existing residential
neighborhoods.

a. The Planning Commission and/or city staff carefully evaluate each new home
construction application proposed for in-fill lots randomly dispersed around
Oakwood.

b. As mentioned above, most of Oakwood was fully developed by 1950. The Pointe
Oakwood development is the single largest and notable exception, having been
developed from 2007 to present. In 1969, the city rezoned the 36 acres to Planned
Unit Development (PUD), and in 1988 the land was rezoned to Multi-Use Special
Planning District (MU). The foresight to do this nearly 20 years before NCR sold the
property is noteworthy. Being zoned MU gave/gives the city maximum authority and
flexibility to govern/regulate how the land is used. Many public hearings have been
held before the Planning Commission and City Council from 2007 to present to
address proposed uses for the land. The end result is a very successful mixed-use
development including numerous new businesses and a much-needed new residential
development that offers 17 single family homes, 5 duplexes and 84 condominium units
that are currently under common ownership and being offered as rentals.

4. Protect residential areas from the impacts of nearby non-residential uses, while
recognizing the special needs of non-residential uses.

a. Every non-residential land-use application is reviewed for compatibility with the
neighborhood in which it is located. Given that Oakwood is about 98% residential,
virtually every application is located in or adjacent to a neighborhood and is
therefore given strict scrutiny.

5. Promote adequate screening and buffering on all development, particularly between
residential areas and adjacent commercial areas and parking lots.

a. The Oakwood Zoning Code requires screening and buffering where needed on new
and reuse developments. Staff ensures that screening and buffering is considered on
every application.

NEw OBJECTIVES:

1. Develop ways to enhance enforcement of the Property Maintenance Code to ensure
proper up-keep of the community’s housing stock; include citizen committee
involvement in Code administration activities at the most effective level.

a. The city has in place a comprehensive property maintenance code. The most recent
update is based on the 2021 International Property Maintenance Code, supplemented
with special provisions applicable to Oakwood. The code includes a streamlined
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process for code enforcement that gives property owners due process, yet provides
for efficient application of the code. It provides flexibility for the code enforcement
officer to work with property owners making progress towards code compliance, and
at the same time provides a swift mechanism for referring property maintenance
matters to the Oakwood Municipal Court when necessary. Oakwood maintains a
Council-appointed Property Maintenance Board (PMB). The Board has been in
place since 1968. In 2022, City Council expanded the Board from three members in
each of five property maintenance districts, to three members in each of the city’s
eight voting precincts. The 24 citizen Board members serve in a volunteer capacity
and are appointed to five year terms. The PMB is involved in enforcing the Property
Maintenance Code and in implementing the Beautification Awards Program. The PMB
keeps an eye out for property maintenance violations in their respective precincts, is an
appellate body for property owners seeking to challenge a ruling or order from the
Code Enforcement Officer, and evaluates cases identified for referral to the Oakwood
Municipal Court.

b. Since 1968, the city has conducted a pre-sale property inspection program. The
program includes exterior and interior inspection. It requires that residential and
business properties be inspected by the city prior to the transfer of ownership. The
program also requires that rental properties be inspected when there is a change of
tenant, but no more frequently than once every 12 months. The purpose of the
inspection program is to ensure that properties comply with the property
maintenance code. It has been an excellent tool in maintaining Oakwood property
values. The program was legally challenged in 2016. The city vigorously defended
the program, and it was ultimately upheld by a federal court and continues to protect
and benefit Oakwood residents and business owners.

2. Review and evaluate the current policies regarding subdivision of residential properties,
and if needed, modify the subdivision and zoning codes to maintain existing
neighborhood ambiance.

a. The Oakwood Subdivision Code has been in place since 1968 and was last modified
in 2002. Over the past decade, there have been no proposed land subdivisions that
were controversial or otherwise suggest that the code should be modified.

3. Support the development of new or upgraded housing options that would be attractive to
Oakwood’s elderly population and empty nesters, and improve existing multi-family
housing units within the community.

a. The Pointe Oakwood residential development explained above added significant
housing options to Oakwood. The development has been very well received by the
Oakwood community and accounts for most of the nearly 400 additional residents
reflected in the population counts identified through the 2020 Census.

b. Multi-family properties are regularly inspected for code compliance with each
change of tenant, pursuant to the city’s rental unit inspection program. This ensures
proper maintenance and incremental improvements as needed to provide safe and
attractive rental housing.
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4. Ensure that home improvements, additions and new housing construction are compatible
with, complement and enhance existing neighborhood scale and character; review and
revise, as needed, zoning regulations as they relate to building bulk issues.

a.

Oakwood property owners are required to apply for and receive permits for home
improvement projects, additions and new housing construction. Some projects
involve special uses or code variances and require hearings before the Planning
Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals. Other project can be approved at the staff
level. In either case, compatibility with the neighborhood is a key factor considered
when evaluating an application.

In 2000, the city completed a comprehensive rewrite of the Zoning Code. Since then,
no major substantive code changes have been necessary.

5. Take steps to ensure high standards for building and landscape design within all
residential areas; consider the establishment of a Design Review Board, as a voluntary
resource that would provide creative advice and assistance to the Planning Commission,
Board of Zoning Appeals, City Council and to property owners considering home
improvements or new construction.

a.

As explained in 4a above, the city takes care in evaluating residential building
applications. This review includes consideration of building quality and landscape
design. City staff has had discussions with representatives from The Oakwood
Historical Society in regard to establishing a Design Review Board as an option for
property owners interested in obtaining professional advice on design matters. To
date, no such Board exists. If it is to be created, it is probably best operated through
the Historical Society.

Since 2011, a design review process has been implemented to advise the development
of the Pointe Oakwood residential neighborhood.

3. COMMERCIAL and BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Goal:

A system of retail, service and office development that provides local residents with needed
goods and services, increases the City’s tax base, and is a vital part of the Oakwood community.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:

1. Maintain Oakwood’s existing commercial areas as primarily community-oriented
shopping and business districts, rather than regionally-oriented centers.

a.

In the normal cycle, small businesses come and go. Some are very successful in a
particularly niche market, while others struggle to implement their business plan.
This normal cycle exists in the Oakwood Community and Neighborhood Business
Districts. Year after year, the businesses that choose Oakwood as their home are
community-oriented; they fit well into the established business districts.

2. Ensure that all commercial sites and buildings are adequately maintained, and that
maintenance and repairs are undertaken as required and in a timely fashion.

a. Each year, city staff completes a comprehensive inspection of the Oakwood

residential and business community. This results in the issuance of numerous
property maintenance violation letters that require property owners to take specific
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actions to address property maintenance matters. These annual inspections are
supplemented by the city’s rental unit inspection program, which ensures code
compliance with each change of tenant.

b. The Oakwood Public Safety Department conducts annual fire inspections at all
commercial properties to assist property owners in taking steps to protect buildings
from potential fire risks.

3. Regularly review customer and employee parking within Oakwood’s commercial areas
and consider improvements where appropriate.

a. In 2008, the city completed a thorough analysis of parking spaces available in the
Commercial Business District along Far Hills Avenue. The study resulted in a report
that provided recommendations on possible parking enhancements. In 2007, the city
purchased the 4-unit apartment building at 22 Orchard Drive and in 2008 the city
demolished the apartment and constructed a 34-space public parking lot to serve
area businesses. In 2013, the Orchard Drive parking lot became the home of the
Oakwood Farmers’ Market. The market is open every Saturday between May and
October and is another very well received Oakwood amenity.

b. In 2010, the city purchased the 35-space parking lot behind the Oakwood Club and
maintains it as a public parking lot to serve area businesses. In 2007, the city
purchased the 4-unit apartment building at 19-25 Wonderly Avenue. This building is
intended to be demolished and the property converted to another parking lot, likely in
conjunction with the redevelopment of the commercial property at 2600 Far Hills.
The lot will serve area businesses, in addition to the commercial property at 2600
Far Hills.

c. The city continues to maintain the 26 diagonal on-street public parking spaces on
Hillview Avenue between W. Peach Orchard Road and Alpine Lane. These spaces
support businesses in the northwest corner of the Far Hills Business District. In
2009, the city purchased additional land adjacent to the city-owned public parking lot
located north of the Park Avenue businesses. This purchase provided for public
access to the parking lot from the alley along the east side of the businesses. That lot
provides parking for 31 vehicles.

4. Seek ways to enhance the pedestrian scale and orientation of Oakwood’s commercial
areas.

a. The city continues to maintain the community as walkable and pedestrian-friendly.
Decades ago, the city constructed a comprehensive network of sidewalks in the
commercial and residential areas of the city. Each year, the city completes an
inspection of roughly 25% of the public sidewalks and makes repairs and
improvements wherever necessary.

b. In 2004, the city installed a series of benches throughout the Far Hills Avenue
Business District to enhance the pedestrian character, and also completed other
streetscape improvements. In 2006, the city installed a signalized pedestrian crossing
at Far Hills Avenue and Orchard Drive. This signalized crossing provides for safe
on-foot passage between the east and west sides of the business district, helping to
connect the two.

NEwW OBJECTIVES:
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1. Ascertain the best mix of business uses in Oakwood. Target development of appropriate
high-quality and compatible new commercial and business uses within Oakwood’s
existing commercial areas that would enhance the City’s tax base and add community-
valued businesses.

a. The city regularly monitors the mix of business uses in Oakwood. Without much city
intervention, the business mix remains balanced and provides a boutique-style
shopping experience that is unique in the Dayton area and is a destination for many
residents in the Dayton region.

b. In 2007, the city approved a comprehensive master plan for reuse of the former NCR
Sugar Camp property. Over the past 14 years, numerous business uses have made
the Sugar Camp Professional Offices complex their home. Uses include medical,
financial investment and general business, all of which together have contributed
significantly to the tax base needed for the city to continue proving first-class public
services.

c. In 2011, the city approved the construction of the Routsong Retail Center at the
corner on Oakwood Avenue and Irving Avenue. The center is home to four small
businesses that add variety to the other businesses in the city.

d. In 2017, city staff worked with representatives from Goodwill Easter Seals Miami
Valley to open a Goodwill store at 2322 Far Hills Avenue. The store has proven very
successful and is the destination of many local shoppers.

2. Work with property owners to undertake improvements to further upgrade the appearance
of the business area, including enhancements to private properties and the public rights-
of-way.

a. As mentioned above, in 2011 the city partnered with Miami Valley Lighting and the
Greater Dayton RTA to replace all of the street lights in the Commercial Business
District along Far Hills Avenue. The decorative lights add greatly to the business
district ambience. In 2006, the city worked with the property owner at the southeast
corner of Far Hills and Orchard Drive to construct what is now 2500, 2504, 2508,
2210 & 2512 Far Hills, the home of five unique Oakwood businesses. City staff is
currently working with the new owner of 2533 & 2537 Far Hills on a plan to
completely renovate the existing building and add new businesses to the community.
In 2017, the Kettering Health Network (KHN) purchased the 2600 Far Hills building.
Staff continues to work with KHN officials to plan a major improvement project on
that site.

3. Review the existing “Business District Design Guidelines” to ensure that all new retail
and business developments complement the traditional image and character of Oakwood.
a. The Business District Design Guidelines (BDDG) adopted in 1998 continue to be

used to guide applicable projects involving commercial building enhancements. Staff
regularly references the BDDG when evaluating proposed building improvements.

4. Review existing zoning regulations to help promote creative site and building design
solutions that can help off-set the small site sizes and other constraints present within
Oakwood’s commercial areas.

a. Staff has found that the existing zoning code provides for successful development of
commercial properties in Oakwood. That said, staff is mindful of the possibility that
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code amendments may be warranted to address changing needs and business
environments.

4. TRANSPORTATION

Goal:

A balanced transportation system that provides for the safe and efficient movement of vehicles,
pedestrians and bicyclists, and complements the City’s traditional image and character.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:
1. Monitor traffic circulation and operational conditions along Far Hills Avenue. Consider

the adoption of regulations to protect the corridor from uses or activities that negatively
affect rush hour traffic.

a.

The Far Hills traffic signal system operates in a coordinated manner and is designed
to give priority to north/south SR48 traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours.
Staff routinely monitors traffic flow during the weekday rush hours to ensure proper
signal operation. The city limits roadway work during high traffic periods. Standard
city project specifications prohibit weekday work on northbound Far Hills until after
8:30 am and prohibit work on southbound Far Hills after 3:30 pm. With the
departure of Mead Corporation (now MeadWestvaco), NCR Corporation and
Reynolds and Reynolds Company from downtown Dayton, vehicle traffic along Far
Hills has moved efficiently with minimal back-ups, even during the heaviest peak
period flow.

2. Monitor traffic speeds within residential areas, particularly where streets are seen as cut-
through routes and where speeding is reported.

a.

As it has been for decades, traffic enforcement continues to be a high priority in the
Oakwood Public Safety Department. Public Safety Officers engage in traffic
enforcement operations on every shift. Given that Oakwood is almost entirely
residential and is a highly walkable community, ensuring compliance with motor
vehicle laws is critically important. In 2017, the city purchased a mobile speed
monitoring/recording device. In 2020, a resident appreciative of the city’s emphasis
on traffic enforcement donated $3,000 for the purchase of a second speed device.
The Safety Department routinely installs the speed devices around Oakwood,
particularly on streets where speed concerns are identified.

3. Enhance pedestrian and bicycle safety within Oakwood, particularly around public
facilities and at street crossings along Far Hills Avenue and other major streets.

a.

In 2004, the city completed a major sidewalk safety improvement project along Far
Hills Avenue. The project included widening the sidewalk along the east side of Far
Hills Avenue between Patterson Road and Oakwood High School, and installing
attractive yet functional safety railing in place of an old chain and bollard barrier
system.

Oakwood operates 17 signalized intersections, all of which include protected
pedestrian crossings. The newest three signals were constructed at Far Hills Ave and
Springhouse Rd/Old River Trail (2008); at W. Schantz Ave and Kramer Rd (2007);
and at Far Hills Ave and Orchard Dr (2006).
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In 2006, the city closed to vehicular traffic the western end of Park Road between
Ridgeway Road and Runnymede Road and converted it to a pedestrian trail.

In 2007, the city installed new timber guardrails in place of old steel guardrails along
portions of Ridgeway Road. The new guardrails provide enhanced safety and an
improved natural look in the area.

In 2008, the city relocated the sidewalk on the west side of Far Hills Avenue between
Patterson Road and Dixon Avenue to provide greater distance between the sidewalk
and roadway. This is a segment of sidewalk heavily used by Harman School children
as they travel to and from school.

For several decades, the city and Oakwood Schools have shared in the expense of
having a paid adult crossing guard at three Far Hills intersections (Thruston
Blvd/Oakwood Ave, Patterson Rd and Aberdeen Ave/Park Rd) three times each
school day. In 2015, a fourth crossing guard was added and stationed at Park Ave.

The 2017 Shroyer Road project included the construction of dedicated bicycle lanes
on both sides of the street. The bicycle lanes provide a safe way for cyclists to travel
along the north/south Shroyer corridor and connect to the Dayton-Kettering
Connector bikeway operated by MVRPC. The project also included constructing
three dedicated pedestrian crossing, with flashing beacons to alert approaching
vehicles.

Develop a Capital Improvements Program which regularly maintains and improves
existing streets, sidewalks, alleys, and driveway aprons.

a.

The city completes roadway, sidewalk, curb and driveway apron maintenance
projects annually. Commitment to funding these projects each year ensures that the
city has a very well maintained vehicle and pedestrian infrastructure. There is no
deferred maintenance in Oakwood in regard to streets, alleys and sidewalks.

In 2011, the city completed a project involving the total resurfacing of Far Hills
Avenue (SR 48) in Oakwood. Far Hills is scheduled for resurfacing again in 2024.

In 2018, the city obtained right-of-way from the city of Dayton and a private property
owner along Deep Hollow Road between Park Road and Oak Knoll Drive. Owning
this right-of-way allows the city to maintain this section of Deep Hollow Road as an
Oakwood public street.

In 2010, CenterPoint (formerly Vectren) began replacing all of the underground

natural gas distribution lines in Oakwood. The project also included moving all gas
meters to outside locations and is scheduled to be 100% complete in 2023.

Minimize non-local and commercial traffic within residential neighborhoods.

a.

The vast majority of the non-local traffic moving through Oakwood are commuters
travelling to and from downtown Dayton. Most of these commuters use Far Hills
Ave. Likewise, most commercial traffic uses Far Hills Ave. Over the past few years,
the city has seen an increase in the volume of commercial traffic engaged in home
delivery services. This follows a national trend. The city has also seen an increase in
semi-trailer truck traffic on Far Hills Ave and Patterson Rd relating to the Amazon
Logistics hub off Wilmington Pike in Kettering that opened in 2019.

Maintain adequate access to and circulation around all commercial districts, public
facilities, and other activity areas.
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a.

The city continues to maintain adequate access to all commercial and public facilities
and activity areas. In 2016, the city signed a 50-year agreement with the University
of Dayton for the use of Dayton land between River Park Dr and Lane Stadium. A
portion of Old River Drive is located on this land. Old River Drive provides an
important access road to Lane Stadium from the north, complementing the south
access off Old River Trail.

7. Work with the Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority (GDRTA) to maintain a high
level of public transportation services within the City and capitalize on GDRTA funding
opportunities for city projects where applicable.

a.

The city continues to work cooperatively with staff from GDRTA in regard to public
transportation. The 2011 Far Hills Avenue Business District street light improvement
project is an example of this cooperative effort. The street light poles serve as the
foundation for street lights and also support overhead bus trolley infrastructure.

NEw OBJECTIVES:

1. Undertake a comprehensive study of roadway safety issues and make improvements
where needed.

a.

The city studies roadway safety issues on an as-needed basis in response to
observations and accident history. Mitigation actions are sometimes very minor in
scope, such as adjusting no-parking zones, and are sometimes very large in scope,
such as the Shroyer Road Safety Improvement Project.

In 2007, the city completed a major safety improvement project on Oakwood Avenue
between Far Hills Avenue and Irving Avenue. The project established dedicated,
brick-enhanced on-street parking spaces clarifying that this section of roadway has
one lane in each direction. It also included construction of three raised center
medians and new tree plantings.

In 2008, the city completed a roadway safety improvement project along Far Hills
Avenue between Schantz Avenue and the north corporation line. It improved the
roadway horizontal curve and included construction of a traffic signal at the
intersection of Far Hills Avenue and Springhouse Road/Old River Trail. It also
included construction of a raised center median and new tree plantings.

In 2009, the city completed a major culvert repair project at Houk Stream and
Ridgeway Road.

In 2019, the city completed a detailed stormwater drainage study along Far Hills
Avenue around Dellwood Avenue and Greenmount Boulevard, and along one block of
Dellwood Avenue and one block of Forrer Boulevard. The purpose of the study was
to determine the cause of recurring flooding in the areas and to develop a plan of
action to address the unsafe situation. In 2023, the city will invest an estimated $2.3
million dollars in building a large replacement storm sewer system in the area. The
city has applied for state grant dollars and anticipates that a majority of the expense
will be covered by those grant dollars, along with federal dollars already received
through the American Rescue Plan Act.

2. Work with the Oakwood City Schools to alleviate traffic congestion and improve parking
in the vicinity of public schools, and enhance school pedestrian routes.
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a. The Oakwood Public Safety Department has a daily police presence at all Oakwood

Schools. Safety Officers ensure compliance with parking regulations and monitor the
flow of traffic. The city maintains a “Suggested School Route Map” for Harman
School and Smith Elementary. The map provides recommendations on the best route
for school children to use as they travel to and from Harman and Smith. In 2021, an
Oakwood High School student completed a Gold Award project that resulted in
several safety improvements around the Oakwood Jr/Sr High School. The Gold
Award is the highest award in Girl Scouts.

3. Work with the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission and other local
governments in continuing to develop the new regional bike trails.

a.

The city works with MVRPC staff as needed on matters relating to the regional
bikeway. MVRPC staff attended a city council meeting in 2018 to give a public
presentation on the bicycle trail network and comment on the city’s addition of
dedicated bicycle lanes on Shroyer Road. The regional bicycle trail network is
periodically discussed at meetings of the MVRPC Board of Directors, and at
meetings of the Technical Advisory Committee, both of which are attended by
Oakwood representatives.

5. COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Goal:

A system of community facilities and an inventory of capital equipment that provides for the top
quality delivery of public services and enhances the City as a desirable place in which to live
and do business.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:
1. Maintain top quality police, fire and emergency medical services throughout the City.

a.

Year after year, the Oakwood Public Safety Department (OPSD) continues to provide
the finest public safety services to the Oakwood community. Crime and fire loss
statistics in Oakwood are amongst the lowest in Ohio. OPSD staff trains between
2,500 and 4,000 hours each year to maintain police, fire and EMS skills.

Since 2011, the city has employed an in-house law director who, among other things,
regularly advises the Oakwood Public Safety Department on legal best practices.

2. Assist the Oakwood City Schools with facility projects, where needed and as appropriate,
to promote the continued excellence of public schools and educational services.

a.

City staff worked closely with school staff on major capital improvement projects
completed in 2004 and 2022. City and school staff also worked very closely together
in building Lane Stadium and the new Shafor Park Tennis Facility.

The city included the Oakwood Schools and Wright Memorial Public Library in
construction of the city-wide fiber optic communications network completed in 2000.
The fiber network interconnects all city, school and library facilities and is the
backbone for communications and IT systems operated by the three organizations.

3. Provide a quality public water supply to serve the needs of the City and continue steps to
protect the aquifers from which the water is drawn.
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a.

The city of Oakwood has a Source Water Assessment and Protection Program
(SWAP). Also known as "Drinking Water Source Protection™ and "Wellhead
Protection,” Ohio's SWAP Program assists communities with protecting their sources
of drinking water (streams, lakes and aquifers) from contamination. Oakwood’s
SWAP is fully endorsed by the Ohio EPA. Oakwood operates the public water system
in full compliance with all US and Ohio EPA regulations and requirements.

4. Provide adequate water distribution, sanitary sewer and storm sewer systems throughout
the community.

a.

The city continues to operate and maintain its public water distribution, sanitary
sewer and storm sewer systems and makes improvements to the systems on a
continuous basis as needed.

In 2004, the city replaced all of the water meters throughout the community and
established an automated, radio-read meter reading system.

In 2022, the city is building an engineering hydraulics model of the water production
and distribution system. The model will be used to analyze the water system and
develop long range plans for capital improvements.

5. Maintain a high level of refuse collection service within Oakwood and continue to
promote and encourage recycling.

a.

Oakwood continues to provide a comprehensive city-wide refuse collection and
recycling program though the Public Works Department. The program includes
weekly backdoor collection of household trash and co-mingled recyclables; special
pickups; monthly self-dumping at the Public Works Yard; and dumpster service for
yard debris, furniture and other household and construction debris. Additionally, the
city works with the Oakwood Rotary Club to provide backdoor hazardous waste
collection four times annually. In 2021, the city opened a new yard debris and
recycling drop-off facility at the entrance to the Public Works Yard. The facility is
available 24/7 for drop-off of green waste, co-mingled recyclables and cardboard.
About 20% of the cost of the facility was paid through a grant from the Montgomery
County Solid Waste District. The city also partners with Green Oakwood, a citizen
driven organization, on a Styrofoam and string light recycling program.

6. Provide adequate sites and facilities for all City departments and services. Ensure that
sites and facilities are attractive and that they complement the neighborhoods in which
they are located. Undertake maintenance, expansion and replacement programs as
necessary.

a.

The city completed construction of the new J.D. Foell Public Works Center in 2000,
and the new Oakwood City/Safety Building in 2004, both of which have been
improved periodically as needed for city operations. These are the two primary
facilities from which Oakwood public services are delivered and will serve the needs
of the community well for decades.

Over the years, the city has completed numerous building and grounds improvement
projects at the Oakwood Community Center and at Smith Gardens. In 2006, the city
purchased the Old River Fields from NCR Corporation. This acquisition allowed the
city to create the Old River Sports Complex and, in cooperation with the Oakwood
Schools, Lane Stadium.

Page 17 of 27



c. In 2022, the city constructed a 3,800 square foot storage building at the Public Works
Yard. The building provides much needed vehicle and equipment storage space,
primarily for the Leisure Services Department.

7. Maintain a high quality vehicle fleet and the capital equipment needed to deliver top
quality services to the community.

a. Each year through the budget process and development of the annual capital
improvement and equipment replacement program, city staff identifies vehicles and
equipment in need of replacement. Year after year, the city provides the financial
resources needed to make the necessary purchases.

8. Seek grants and other sources of revenue from outside agencies and organizations that
can be utilized to help maintain top quality municipal services, facilities and
infrastructure within the City of Oakwood.

a. Staff routinely seek grant dollars to assist with construction projects and equipment
purchases. Recent awards include $762,000 on the Shroyer Road Safety
Improvement Project; $72,000 to assist in expenses on the Yard Debris and Recycling
Drop-off Facility; and $15,000 to purchase a LUCAS Device, an automated CPR
machine.

NEw OBJECTIVES:

1. Develop a long-term plan for the maintenance and improvement of aging infrastructure
systems within Oakwood including water distribution, sanitary sewers, storm sewers, and
roadways.

a. Over the years, the city has completed numerous capital improvement projects to
upgrade and/or replace aging infrastructure. This includes all portions of the public
infrastructure. Planning for the capital improvements begins at the staff level and
also involves the citizen budget committee, with the annual capital improvement
program being approved by city council.

b. The water system hydraulic model built in 2022 will provide an important tool in
developing a long-term plan for water system capital improvements. The city is
beginning work on developing a multi-year plan for upgrading portions of the traffic
signal system. In 2020, the city purchased a new Vactor truck, a critically important
piece of equipment needed to maintain the underground water, sanitary sewer and
storm water collection systems.

2. Promote Wright Memorial Library as an important resource for the community. Work
with the Library Board and Oakwood City Schools to resolve Library space needs and
other issues as needed.

a. City staff works with Wright Library staff regularly to assist with projects. The
library recently completed a $5 million building improvement project. The project
involved construction of additional on-street parking along Aberdeen Ave.

3. Work with The Oakwood Historical Society to improve and enhance the Long-Romspert
Homestead as a focal point for local historical materials.

a. The city regularly supports The Oakwood Historical Society (TOHS) where
appropriate. The city created a space in the basement of the city building for
exclusive use by TOHS for safe and secure storage of historical records and other
Oakwood archives.
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4.

b.

In 2022, TOHS, with assistance from the city, embarked on a new project to install a
series of historical markers around the city. The first marker is located in front of the
city building and commemorates the 150" anniversary of the platting in 1872 of the
original “Town of Oakwood”. The second marker is located in front of what is now
The Little Exchange and commemorates the “First Public Library Building.”

Identify opportunities for new or expanded public services to better address specific
citizen needs and to enhance the overall quality of life within Oakwood and help attract
new families and small businesses.

a. The city continuously seeks ways to enhance existing public services or implement new
ones. The following are several examples:

Vi,

In 2021, the Oakwood Public Safety Department began the “Good Choice Ticket
Program” to recognize good choices being made by Oakwood’s youth.

In 2020, the Leisure Services Department launched a new and automated system
that allows residents to quickly and conveniently register for events and activities.

In 2019, the Safety Department established the ACORN (Assisting and
Contributing to Oakwood Resident Needs) program. The ACORN program is
designed to assist senior citizens and others with special needs. The goal of the
program is to provide peace of mind through proactive community outreach,
implementing safety plans, and advocating for the well-being of Oakwood’s
senior and at-risk population.

In 2019, the Oakwood Finance Department implemented automated, user-
friendly and “green” ways for citizens and businesses to receive and pay monthly
utility bills.

In 2017, the city installed a drop-off box for the safe and proper disposal of
prescription drugs. The container is located at the entrance to the city building,
adjacent to the public safety dispatch office and is available 24/7.

Over the years, the city has taken numerous actions to address matters of
sustainability. A comprehensive list of these sustainability measures can be found
on the city website.

5. Cooperate with nearby communities, other governmental agencies, and public and private
agencies to improve and expand the range and quality of public services and facilities
available to Oakwood residents.

a. The city is a charter member of the Miami Valley Communications Council (MVCC)
and continues to be an active member of that local Council of Governments

City staff regularly interacts with other area jurisdictions and agencies to seek ways
in which to improve public services. A significant example is the GATEway Fiber
Project. Over the past several years, the city, as a member of the MVCC, has been an
active participant in the design and construction of a regional fiber optics
communications network that will enhance the communications and IT infrastructure
in the Dayton region.

b.

6. PARKS and OPEN SPACE

Goal:
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A park and open space system that satisfies the recreational and leisure needs of Oakwood
residents, and enhances the traditional image and character of the community.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:

1. Maintain existing parks and recreational facilities and preserve natural areas. Undertake
improvement and replacement programs as required.

a.

The city regularly maintains all public parks, recreational facilities and natural
areas. City employees are dedicated to these tasks on a daily basis. Larger capital
improvements are programmed as needed through the annual budgeting process,
which involves the citizen Budget Review Committee.

In 2008, the city completed a comprehensive improvement project at Orchardly Park.
It included major new play equipment, a large water feature, sandbox and a new
restroom/equipment storage building.

In 2010, the city published the “Athletic and Recreation Master Plan”. A 25-member
citizen committee assisted City Council, staff and the Oakwood Planning Commission
in creating the plan, the first such plan developed for Oakwood. The plan addressed
possible land-uses for Old River, Irving Field, Creager Field and the Oakwood
Community Center.

In 2013, the city cooperated with Dayton and MVRPC officials in building the
Dayton/Kettering Connector, a bikeway running along the Oakwood/Dayton
corporation line east of Acorn Drive.

The last major park addition was completed in 2017 with the building of Cook Park
at the corner of Oakwood Avenue and Schenck Avenue. In 2018, the city and schools
completed a joint project to completely rebuild the Shafor Park Tennis Facility and
formally established it as a public tennis court, and as the Home of Oakwood High
School Tennis.

2. Develop and promote new recreational programs that respond to the needs and desires of
Oakwood residents.

a.

The Department of Leisure Services devotes a significant amount of staff time
evaluating the interest and efficacy of recreational programs offered by the city, and
develops new programs in response to needs and desires expressed by the community.

In 2010, the city opened one of the first dog parks in the Dayton region. The Creager
Field Dog Park is located on Shafor Boulevard just south of Irving Avenue.
Construction of the community’s recycling center at the Public Works Facility in
2021 vacated its previous location at the Creager Field parking lot. Upon relocation
of the recycling center from Creager Field, the city resurfaced, reconfigured, and
restriped the parking lot. Improvements to the parking lot enhance dedicated parking
for the dog park to meet increasing demand and reduce the amount of on-street
parking along Shafor Boulevard. Additional lighting and security cameras were also
installed as part of the parking lot improvements.

In 2016, the city entered into an agreement with the Virginia Hollinger Memorial
Tennis Club that transferred ownership of the land and tennis facility to the city. The
agreement stipulates that the Hollinger Tennis Club would continue to operate the
club, but the city owns it. The facility includes seven clay tennis courts and is located
on Shafor Boulevard.
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d. The newest recreational offering is a pickleball court at Orchardly Park. The 2-court
facility opened in July 2022.

3. Continue landscape planting programs on public properties, pocket parks, and along
roadways to further enhance the character of Oakwood.

a. Under the leadership of the Director of Leisure Services and the City Horticulturist,
and with regular assistance from the citizens Beautification Committee, annual
landscape planting programs remain robust, year after year. Oakwood’s tree-lined
streets and boulevards provide the foundation for public landscaping, supplemented
by myriad annual and perennial plantings throughout the city.

4. Cooperate with Oakwood City Schools in the provision of recreational services.

a. The city and schools share public facilities on a regular basis including outdoor
recreation/athletic fields and indoor gymnasiums. The latest cooperative ventures
include Lane Stadium and the Old River Sports Complex, and the Shafor Park Tennis
Facility.

5. Preserve and protect open space areas and environmental features throughout the City.

a. While land-use development is important in Oakwood, it is not undertaken at the
expense of preserving open spaces and environmental features. The Houk Stream
natural area, Elizabeth Gardens and Loy Garden lands are examples of the city’s
commitment to retaining open space.

b. Over the years, the city has provided targeted public services and undertaken
numerous projects relating to sustainability. Attached hereto as Appendix A is a list
of those services and projects.

6. Work closely with local community groups and other voluntary organizations in the
provision of recreational services within the City of Oakwood.

a. The city regularly works with community partners in organizing and conducting
programs at the Oakwood Community Center. An example is blood drives held in
cooperation with the Community Blood Center. These blood drives are held several
times each year.

NEwW OBJECTIVES:

1. Study the desirability, feasibility and cost implications of constructing new indoor and/or
outdoor recreational facilities within and around Oakwood; proceed with projects if
supported by the community and if funding is available.

a. The 2016 Lane Stadium project discussed above is the single best example of a major
outdoor facility constructed after obtaining support from the community.

2. ldentify opportunities for more fully utilizing selected existing park sites and recreational
areas.

a. The Irving Field property that had formerly been used heavily for soccer and field
hockey is now underutilized and is viewed as a location for a future indoor
gymnasium. The city is beginning to consider options for this reuse.

3. Educate and encourage private property owners to preserve and protect open space areas
and environmental features on their property.

a. City staff, the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals regularly
encourage property owners to preserve and enhance landscaping, open spaces and
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environmental features. Where appropriate, requirements for preservation are
imposed as part of the permitting process.

7. MARKETING and PROMOTION
Goal:

A cooperative and coordinated approach to marketing and promotion that stresses Oakwood'’s
many assets and advantages, its high quality living and business environments, its convenient
location, and its superior City services and facilities.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:

1. Work with the Kettering Moraine Oakwood Chamber of Commerce to market and
promote Oakwood on a regional level.

a. Oakwood has been a longstanding member of the KMO Chamber of Commerce, and
regularly has a staff member attend chamber meetings and participate in chamber
activities. KMO Chamber representatives routinely organize ribbon cutting events
for new businesses in Oakwood and for other Oakwood events such as the 2021
grand opening of the new recycling drop-off facility, the new electric vehicle
charging station and the new pickleball courts. Oakwood joins Kettering and
Moraine in participating in the annual KMO Chamber Kudos, Milestones and
Ovations event each year that highlights important events and achievements in the
three cities. New businesses seeking a location in the area regularly contact the
KMO Chamber for advice and recommendations on potential business sites.

NEW OBJECTIVES:

1. Undertake a targeted marketing program that will help attract quality and appropriate new
commercial and business uses within the existing commercial areas of the community;
depict Oakwood as an easily accessible and viable location for new business
development, with a cooperative and supportive City administration.

a. The Sugar Camp Professional Office complex is essentially full, and only two
remaining pieces of land are available for development at Sugar Camp, one at the
west end of Sugar Camp, and the other on the north side of the entrance to Pointe
Oakwood. No additional undeveloped commercial property is available in Oakwood.
While there are occasionally vacant spaces in the Far Hills Avenue and Park Avenue
Business Districts, they are usually filled fairly quickly. There is not enough vacant
property available to warrant a formal program to attract new commercial and
business uses to Oakwood.

2. Implement outreach programs that will make all new residents, particularly among racial
and ethnic minorities, feel welcome and at home within the Oakwood community.

a. In 2020 and 2021, leaders of the city, schools and library worked closely with a
group of Oakwood citizens to establish the Oakwood Inclusion Coalition (OIC). The
mission of the OIC is to study, promote, and celebrate an inclusive, equitable,
diverse, and welcoming environment and community for everyone who lives, works,
visits, or passes through Oakwood. The OIC is still in its infancy as a citizen driven
non-profit organization. The 2020 US Census, along with data from the Oakwood
Schools, shows that the city is becoming more diverse in several ways. The naturally
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increasing diversity, along with the work of the OIC, will certainly lead to Oakwood
being viewed more and more as a community that welcomes all people.

8. COMMUNICATION and COOPERATION
Goal:

A communication approach in which the City actively promotes cooperation and support among
local residents and businesses, public agencies and organizations, nearby communities, and
Dayton’s regional planning agencies.

EXISTING OBJECTIVES:

1. Sponsor and promote programs, activities, events and celebrations that can stimulate
community involvement, foster a strong community spirit and identity, and bring together
residents from various neighborhoods on a regular basis.

a. Many Oakwood neighborhoods conduct block parties annually. The city supports
these parties by assisting with roadway closures and visits from the Oakwood Public
Safety Department, usually including a fire truck.

b. Oakwood was incorporated in 1908. In 2008, the city celebrated its centennial. The
celebration included numerous special events. It also included publishing of a book
entitled “Oakwood — From Acorn to Oak Tree,” and creation of a video entitled
“Oakwood: Our Home on the Hill.”

c. Oakwood offers several items for sale to celebrate the community. These items are
described on the city website and include:
I. The book “Oakwood — From Acorn to Oak Tree”
ii. Thevideo “Oakwood: Our Home on the Hill”
iii. Oakwood mug
iv. Oakwood scarf and tie
v. Oakwood flag and banner
Vi. The cookbook “Talk of the Town II: A Collection of Oakwood Recipes”
d. The city conducts a document shredding and disposal event for Oakwood citizens.
The event is held annually in September and is very well received.

e. In 2015, the city completed a project to replace all of the street signs to comply with
state and federal regulations. The old signs were made available for purchase by
citizens interested in Oakwood memorabilia.

f. In 2019, the Oakwood Public Safety Department began offering a Citizens Police
Academy. It has been a very well received program where representatives from the
Oakwood Safety Department instruct over a ten week period on different subjects
with the goal of creating greater understanding of modern policing and its
challenges, and an introduction to fire prevention. Topics covered include: Safety
Department Orientation, Patrol Operations, Traffic Enforcement, Use of Force,
Evidence Collection, and Fire Prevention/Education.

g. To build and maintain community spirit, the city conducts the following community
events and celebrations annually:
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i. New Resident Breakfast: First established in 2002 and typically held early in
the year, this event provides the opportunity for city council and senior staff,
along with leaders from the Oakwood City Schools, Wright Memorial Public
Library, and the Oakwood Municipal Court Judge to enjoy a breakfast meal
with residents that have moved to Oakwood over the preceding year, and to
inform new residents about all the first-class services offered throughout the
community.

ii. That Day in May (TDIM): The first TDIM community festival was planned and
conducted by the city in 1976 as part of America’s bi-centennial. It is
conducted on the third Saturday in May each year and is now organized by the
Oakwood Rotary Club, with assistance from the city of Oakwood and Oakwood
Schools. It is the primary fundraiser for the Oakwood Rotary Club and Rotary
Club Foundation through which many non-profit charitable organizations are
supported with grant dollars.

iii. lce Cream Social: The annual ice cream social dates back to the 1950s and is
traditionally conducted on the last Sunday before school begins. It celebrates
the ending of summer and the start of a new school year for Oakwood youth.

iv. Family Fall Festival and Scarecrow Row: Established in 2002, this event
celebrates the fall season, the onset of cooler weather, and Halloween. Itis
always a family favorite, often drawing over 1,000 citizens to Shafor Park for
the festival, and to Shafor Boulevard to see the vast array of impressive
scarecrows built by Oakwood residents, businesses and institutions.

v. Lighting of Oakwood and Holiday of Lights: This annual event has been held
for several decades and is conducted in early December to celebrate the
approaching December holiday season and beginning of winter. It too is a
family favorite, even when the event happens to fall on a very cold and snowy
evening.

. Promote continued cooperation and collaboration between the various public agencies

serving the City, including Oakwood City Schools and Wright Memorial Library.

a. Leaders of the city, schools and library meet periodically and communicate regularly
about issues impacting the community. Wherever practicable and appropriate, the
city, schools and library partner to provide the finest services to the community in the
most efficient and cost effective manner possible. As mentioned above, the city and
schools partnered to build Lane Stadium in 2016. In 2018, the city and schools
completed a joint project to completely rebuild the Shafor Park Tennis Facility and
formally established it as a public tennis court, and as the Home of Oakwood High
School Tennis.

b. In 2006, the city, schools and library began publishing a joint newsletter. The
“Oakwood Scene” newsletter is mailed bi-monthly to all Oakwood residential and
business properties. It contains valuable and timely information about city, school
and library projects, services and operations.

. Continue Oakwood's effective support of community groups and other voluntary
organizations in providing community services.

a. The city works cooperatively with the Oakwood Rotary Club to conduct several
regular programs and activities, most notably:

Page 24 of 27



b.

C.

i. The annual “That Day in May ” celebration that includes a pancake breakfast,
run, community parade, and carnival.

Ii. The hazardous waste collection and disposal program, that results in the
removal and recycling of a significant amount of hazardous waste material from
the city. This program was started in 2008 and is conducted four times each
year. Year after year, it is heavily used by Oakwood residents.

iii. The American Flag project whereby approximately 1,400 American flags are
displayed along Shafor Boulevard over the Memorial Day weekend, the July 4%
Independence Day holiday, and the November 11" Veteran’s Day holiday. This
project began in 2015. In 2019, the project expanded to include large American
flags placed by the city along Far Hills Avenue throughout the spring, summer
and fall. The Oakwood Rotary Club Foundation provided over $5,000 to fund
these two projects.

The city interacts periodically with the MOMSs of Oakwood group, supporting events
and activity of that non-profit organization.

The city works closely with Green Oakwood, a group of Oakwood citizens interested
in matters related to sustainability. Current programs include periodic recycling of
Styrofoam and string lights.

4. Establish cooperative relationships between City government and Oakwood churches and
synagogues to provide community services and programs.

6.

a.

The city communicates regularly with leaders of local religious institutions and
responds swiftly to requests for public services where appropriate and as needed.

Work closely with the City of Dayton and the University of Dayton to improve roadway
conditions, parking, neighborhood appearance issues, and housing conditions along the
Irving Avenue corridor.

a.

City code enforcement and public safety staff work closely with representatives from
the city of Dayton and the University of Dayton to ensure that rental housing on
Irving Avenue and the adjacent north Oakwood neighborhood is used consistent with
city codes and laws. At the beginning of each new school year, staff engages in a
concerted effort to obtain tenant information from all landlords and to ensure that
renters are aware of the city’s standards for property maintenance and are aware of
the city’s ordinances regarding noise and other matters relating to being a good
neighbor.

Oakwood is party to a mutual aid agreement with the city of Dayton that provides the
Oakwood Public Safety Department with certain police powers along Irving Avenue

within the Dayton corporation line. The agreement has been in place for many years
and was updated in 2022. The agreement provides Oakwood police officers with the
power to enforce parking and vehicle moving violations on Irving Avenue in Dayton.

Work with the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission and the greater Dayton
Regional Transit Authority on area-wide transportation issues and other regional issues
that may influence or impact Oakwood.

a.

Oakwood city officials routinely attend meetings of the Miami Valley Regional
Planning Commission (MVRPC), including the Board of Directors and the Technical
Advisory Committee. City officials worked very closely with MVRPC staff in
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coordinating project details and major financing for the 2017 Shroyer Road Safety
Improvement project described above. City officials work regularly with
representatives from the Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority (GDRTA).
Projects involving coordination with GDRTA include the reduction of several bus
stops on Shroyer Road to accommodate the 2017 roadway safety improvement
project, and the Far Hills Business District street light enhancement project.

NEwW OBJECTIVES:

1. Promote additional participation from all residents and businesses in municipal affairs.
Consider development of a citizen volunteer service group.

a. The city has maintained a broad range of council-appointed citizen committees to

d.

assist in matters relating to the financing and delivering of Oakwood public services,
and management of the city and city land. There are about 100 residents serving on
council committees at any given time. In 2022, the city aligned the five property
maintenance districts with the eight Oakwood voting precincts, thus adding nine more
citizens to the Property Maintenance Board.

In 2021, the city began offering remote attendance and participation at city council
and other public meetings via the Zoom platform. In 2020, the city began offering
live-streaming of city council meetings. This allows persons to watch city council
meetings from any remote location that provides internet service.

In 2019, the city launched a completely new website. It replaced a website that was
initially established in 1988. The new website includes all the latest technology and
is designed to be user-friendly and to operate equally well from a desktop computer
or mobile device. In addition to providing an enormous amount of information about
the city and city services, the website provides automated ways make requests for city
services and to report problems or concerns such as roadway potholes, street light
outages and missed refuse pick-ups. The city also maintains a Facebook page and a
comprehensive e-mail distribution list through which regular communications are
delivered to Oakwood residents and businesses. There are over 2,100 email
addresses on that list. In 2007, the city joined several other area communities in
participating in the CodeRED emergency notification system. The system allows for
targeted notices to be delivered via telephone to communicate information about any
emergency.

An indicator of Oakwood’s success as a community is the fact that decade after
decade, Oakwood voters have approved the renewal of existing property tax levies
and approved new ones when asked. The last request for a new property tax was in
2013. The issue passed with a 55-45 yes vote. In advance of the vote, the city
engaged in a comprehensive public outreach campaign. The campaign included
conducting 28 neighborhood meetings, three open house events, and three town hall
meetings.

2. Cooperate with nearby communities to help ensure that Oakwood residents have access
to a wide range of services, facilities and activities in the greater Dayton area.

a. City staff maintains regular contact with officials from neighboring communities to

share best practices on a range of topics related to delivery of public services.
Oakwood continues to operate a local health district, but works very closely with
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Public Health — Dayton and Montgomery County to ensure that Oakwood residents
have full access to all county-wide health and wellness services.
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Oakwood Sustainability Measures
November 18, 2022

Over the past several decades, the city of Oakwood has implemented numerous
measures to address matters of the environment. These measures have provided
for the betterment of Oakwood and the greater community. Below is a list and
brief description of each measure:

Recycling:
» Cardboard: About 30 years ago, the city began collecting cardboard for

delivery to local cardboard recyclers in two ways. One is through the single
stream process where the cardboard is co-mingled with other recyclables
(glass, plastics, metal cans, newspaper, etc.) and picked up by the city with
the weekly refuse removal. The second is through the single product
cardboard drop-off at the city’s yard debris and recycling drop-off facility
located at the entrance to the J.D. Foell Public Works Center, 210 Shafor
Boulevard. The preferred method for cardboard recycling is for Oakwood
residents to bring their cardboard to the single product drop-off containers
at the recycling facility. As asingle product, it has the most value and is most
efficiently recycled. The graph below illustrates how cardboard volumes
have increased over the past ten years demonstrating the community’s
growing interest in and commitment to recycling.

Oakwood Cardboard Recycling from Drop-off Facility
10-Year History
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» Co-mingled Products: In 1989, Oakwood started city-wide weekly collection
of co-mingled recyclables, and it continues to this day. It is a voluntary
program, but nearly all Oakwood residents participate. At the outset of the
program, about 60% of Oakwood residents participated. Based on a survey
completed in November 2021, about 92% of Oakwood residents participate.

» Recycling and Yard Waste Drop-off Facility: On November 30, 2021, the city
opened a new facility for the 24/7 drop-off of green waste (yard debris),
cardboard, and co-mingled recyclables such as glass, plastics and metal cans.
The city recycling facility also accommodates the drop-off of seasonal items
such as holiday string lights and provides space for Styrofoam drop-off under
a new Montgomery County program conducted quarterly. The city works
with the Green Oakwood citizen group to implement the holiday string light
and Styrofoam programs. The recycling drop-off facility supplements
Oakwood’s weekly recycling collection program conducted in conjunction
with trash collection, and replaces a facility formerly operated from the
Creager Dog Park parking lot. The new location provides for a more efficient
drop-off operation and a much more user-friendly environment for facility
users. The total project cost was about $380,000, with $72,000 paid through
a grant from the Montgomery County Solid Waste District under the 2021
District Incentive Grant Program. The grant recognizes and acknowledges
Oakwood’s continuing commitment to recycling.

» Other: The city maintains numerous recycling containers at parks, in public
natural areas, and in city buildings.

» Recycling Numbers: In 2021, about 50% of the total waste generated in
Oakwood was recycled.

Leaf Collection and Reuse: For over 30 years, the city has collected leaves
throughout the community each fall, and converted the leaves to yard mulch. The
yard mulch is offered to Oakwood residents each spring. In 2021, the city picked
up over 7,000 cubic yards of leaves, an enormous amount of leaves for a city of just
2.2 square miles in total land area.

Green Waste Collection and Disposal: Oakwood residents have two convenient
ways to dispose of green waste without adding it to the weekly household trash.
For several decades, and in addition to the fall leaf pick-up, the city has operated a
year-around green waste collection program. The program is heavily used for the
disposal of brush, branches and all other types of yard waste. Residents can place
the green waste behind the edge of roadway at their property frontage for pick-up
by the city. The second way is for residents to drop off the green waste at the 24/7
recycling drop-off facility.
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Stormwater Management: The city manages stormwater runoff in several ways.

» Stormwater Management Utility: In 2013, Oakwood established a
stormwater utility for managing stormwater in compliance with federal and
state EPA standards under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES). One of the requirements of the NPDES permit involves
public education on stormwater matters, education that leads to pollution
prevention. The city routinely addresses this with articles published in the
bi-monthly Oakwood Scene newsletter. In 2019, the city completed a
program to install “No Dumping” placards on all stormwater inlets (catch
basins) throughout the city. This project was done as a volunteer effort
through Little Miami Watershed Network and The University of Dayton River
Stewards, at no cost to the city.

» Stormwater Drainage Ordinance: Several decades ago, Oakwood City
Council adopted a drainage ordinance to address additional stormwater
runoff generated by home and business improvement or expansion projects.
The drainage ordinance requires that property owners take steps to mitigate
the additional runoff created by their projects. The steps involve either
stormwater retention or detention to: 1) protect downstream property; 2)
protect downstream rivers and other waterways; and 3) reduce negative
impacts to the flow capacity of the stormwater discharge infrastructure.

» Rain Garden: In 2008, the city built a parking lot on the former site of a 4-
unit apartment building on Orchard Drive to address parking needs in the Far
Hills Avenue Business District. The parking lot design included construction
of rain gardens to accommodate the stormwater runoff generated by
building the additional hard surface area.
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Hazardous Waste Collection and Disposal: In 2008, the Oakwood Rotary Club
launched a Hazardous Waste Collection Program. Four Saturdays each year,
volunteer Oakwood Rotarians travel around the city and collect household
hazardous materials such as oils, pesticides, paints, batteries, etc. and transport
them to the Montgomery County Refuse Transfer Station where they are properly
disposed. Residents call a phone number at the Public Works Department to
register for a pick-up. The Public Works Department compiles a list of quarterly
pick-ups and provides the list to the team of Rotary volunteers. This has been a
highly successful program, removing large amounts of hazardous material making
the community safer and keeping the material out of our landfills.

Prescription Drug Drop-off: In 2017, the city installed a drop-off box for the safe
and proper disposal of prescription drugs. The container is located at the entrance
to the city building, 30 Park Avenue, adjacent to the public safety dispatch office.
It is available 24/7.

Public Lawn Maintenance: The city maintains numerous public lawn areas
including parks, gardens and boulevards. For over 20 years, the city has used an
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program for maintaining the public grass and
landscaped areas. All city mowers have mulching blades, and city staff sets the
mowers at a high cut setting. Best IPM practices indicate that the taller the turf the
less weed infestation and thus the less need for lawn treatment. Use of mulching
blades returns nutrients to the lawn and helps keep the grass healthy.

Landscape Management Code: On July 18, 2022, city council approved an
amendment to Chapter 551, Weeds, of the Oakwood General Offenses code
renaming it to “Landscape Management” and incorporating new provisions to
authorize the establishment of managed natural landscape areas on private
property within the city. The purpose of the amendment was to encourage the use
of native vegetation throughout the city to maximize ecological and aesthetic
benefits while respecting existing community values regarding landscaping to
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include well-maintained yards, preservation of sight lines, compatibility with
existing structures, and public safety. Ecological benefits of “managed natural
landscapes” include enhancement of pollinator support habitat, stormwater
management, carbon sequestration, erosion control, and preservation of
biodiversity.” The updated code adds provisions to expressly authorize property
owners to establish “managed natural landscape areas” on their property but,
importantly, it does not give property owners permission to neglect their yards or
allow them to “go wild.” The key concept behind a managed natural landscape
area is that it must be “managed and maintained” as required by the new
ordinance.

Dogipot Stations: In 2008, the city began installing stations throughout the city for
disposal of dog waste. There are currently 15 stations maintained throughout the
city for convenient and proper disposal of dog waste. These stations are heavily
used, keeping the waste out of our waterways. A map of the station locations is
available on the city website.

Wellfield Protection: In 1994, Oakwood City Council adopted a wellfield protection
program in compliance with recommendations from the United States and Ohio
Environmental Protection Agencies (EPA). The program includes: 1) an Aquifer
Characterization and Protection Area Delineation Study; 2) a Potential Pollutant
Source Inventory Report; and 3) a Drinking Water Source Protection Plan. The
program included establishment of two new zoning districts... the Wellhead
Operation District and the Well Field Protection Overlay District. The purpose of
the program is to protect the aquifers from which the city’s water is drawn. It is
fully endorsed by the Ohio EPA.

Electronic Communication and Document Storage: The city has taken multiple
steps over the years to embrace the digital age, continuously looking for ways to
operate the local government administrative functions in a manner that has the
least impact on our environment. As an example, between 2009 and 2013 the city
implemented electronic purchase orders, utility e-bills, direct deposits of payroll
and emailing of paycheck stubs; and began routinely saving reports in pdf format
rather than printing and maintaining hard copies.

Solar Power Electricity Generation: The city embraces the entrance of residential
solar power generating systems in Oakwood and offers a simple and efficient
permitting process for property owners interested in solar power installations.
There are currently over 40 residential installations in Oakwood.
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Eradication of Invasive Plants: The city works continuously to manage and remove

Honeysuckle and other invasive plants from public properties. This includes the

work

of city staff and periodic events where citizens and community groups

volunteer time to assist.

Trees:
>

Johnny Appleseed Program: In 1979, the city established the Johnny
Appleseed street tree planting program. Over 3,200 new trees have been
planted in Oakwood through this program. The program offers a systematic
and continuous way of renewing Oakwood’s expansive tree inventory.

Far Hills Avenue Business District: In 2014 and 2015, the city replaced nearly
all of the center median and curbside trees in the Far Hills Avenue Business
District, renewing this primary component of the business district
landscaping. In total, 164 new trees were planted. The city also planted 10
new trees in the Orchard Drive parking lot, along with the rain gardens
mentioned above.

Shroyer Road: In 2017, the city converted the 1.1 mile stretch of Shroyer
Road from a 4-lane asphalt street to a 3-lane asphalt street with 16 raised
center medians. The project included planting 56 trees in the newly created
center median. The medians reduced by 5% (12,205 square feet or 0.28
acres) the hard surface area of Shroyer Road in Oakwood.

Emerald Ash Borer Treatment: In 2008, the city began protecting the Ash
trees against the devastating impact of the Emerald Ash Borer. The city
treats a majority of the Ash trees on public property annually.

Tree City USA: In 2022, Oakwood was recognized for the 40" consecutive
year as a Tree City USA community. This is a designation by the National
Arbor Day Foundation recognizing Oakwood’s continuous commitment to
maintaining and improving the city’s tree inventory.

Annual Youth Arbor Day Event: Each year in the month of April or May, the
Oakwood Beautification Committee (OBC) leads 3™ graders from both
Harman School and Smith Elementary on a “Treesure Hunt” to find different
species of trees in Oakwood. All 3™ grader receive a native tree seedling to
plant on their property. The children learn about the Emerald Ash Borer,
Asian Long-Horned Beetle, Tree City USA and why trees are beneficial. In
2022, a coloring contest, sponsored by the Oakwood Community Center and
the OBC, was also held with over 90 entries from Kindergarten through 6™
grade students.
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Walkable and Bikeable Community: Oakwood is a highly walkable and bikeable
community with schools, shops, houses of worship, parks, and community services
all within blocks of one another. The city continuously looks for ways to promote
and maintain a safe environment for walking and cycling.

» Sidewalk Maintenance: The city places great emphasis on the maintenance
of public sidewalks. Each year, 25% of the city sidewalks are inspected and
repaired or replaced as needed. Also, the city’s Code Enforcement Officer
conducts routine inspections to identify locations where trees or vegetation
are encroaching public sidewalks.

» Shroyer Road Improvements: The 2017 Shroyer Road improvement project
included construction of dedicated bike lanes on both sides of the street
between the roadway and adjacent curb. The project significantly
improved the safety performance of Shroyer Road for all transportation
modes (e.g., vehicle, pedestrian, bicycle). Vehicle speeds dropped
dramatically, as did the number of accidents.

» Public Transportation: The city supports the efforts of the Greater Dayton
Regional Transit Authority (RTA) in promoting public transportation.

Deicing Salts: Oakwood is committed to minimizing the use of traditional rock salt
for deicing public roadways, alleys, and other public properties.

Composting and Native Plants: Through the Oakwood Community Center, the city
periodically offers educational programs on topics including composting and use of
native plants.

Parks and Natural Areas: The city maintains Smith Gardens as one of the finest
public gardens in Ohio. The city maintains and renews public natural areas using
saplings, native plants and eco smart hardwood mulch. In 2017, the city accepted
a 0.6-acre parcel of greenspace from the Oakwood Investment Group at the
northwest corner of West Schantz Avenue and Far Hills Avenue. As a condition of
the donation, this property shall remain a public greenspace in perpetuity. In 2007,
the city purchased 3.1 acres of land adjacent to Houk Stream. This land had been
established as a buildable lot in 1995 when an 11.4 acres estate property was
subdivided. The purchase was made to significantly enhance the public natural
area around Houk Stream.
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Electric Vehicle Charging Stations: On May 31, 2022, the city opened a two port,
Level 2 electric vehicle charging station in the Orchard Drive public parking lot. The
city joined several other Miami Valley communities in an Ohio EPA grant
application to help fund the project. The application was submitted through the
Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission. Oakwood was awarded $15,000
towards the $24,000 project. Several years ago, Dorothy Lane Market built an
electric vehicle charging station in its parking lot.

Battery Operated Equipment: The city continuously evaluates battery powered
vehicles and equipment to see if and when it is practicable to replace existing
gasoline powered equipment. The city is considering the purchase of a fully electric
police car in 2024.

Oakwood Farmers’ Market: City staff works with a group of Oakwood citizens
organized as a 501(c)(3) non-profit to plan and operate an annual community
farmers’ market. The first Oakwood market opened in 2013. Its mission is to create
an educational, entertaining, and inclusive market for the residents of Oakwood
and surrounding Dayton communities to gather and support local businesses
including local farmers, gourmet food vendors, and artisans.
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'Houk Stream Clean-Up

‘Day planned for Nov 19

Houk Stream Clean- Up Day, an’
| ‘event bringing together . Oakwood, . |

regidents, Rotary Club meinbers,
Scoutmg groups and others interested

. in cleaning up one of the city’s natural
- areas, will'be held from 9-11 a.m..on

Saturday, Nov. 19.

Partlmpants will.- help clean. up g
‘Houk .Stream by removing trash as

. well as natural debris and removing

invasive honeysockle plants.- Anyone
planning to help out is asked fo

.bring’ work gloves, pruners, loppers,

shovels and graden rales, if available,
and dress appropnately for Workmg
outdoors. :

A along
Runnymede Road, Ridgeway. Road
and Oakwood Avenue fo. access Houk
Stream. Call the Oakwood Community
Center at (937). 298- 0775 for more
information.

Parking is available



PRESS RELEASE N
The City of Oakwood

30 Park Avenue

Oakwood, Ohio 45419

Subject: Yard Debris Disposal

Date: December 5, 2022

OAKWOOD, OHIO:

Beginning January 1, 2023, the city of Oakwood will charge a $150 fee per occurrence to property owners
who place yard debris in the street in violation of Oakwood Codified Ordinance 901.01(A)(3). This is an
administrative fee for improper debris handling, to recover the costs associated with diverting Public
Works resources from regular work to address unscheduled pick-ups throughout the city. This action is
being taken to address recurring code violations. Yard debris obstructions in the street pose health, safety
and welfare concerns, negatively impact community ambience, and cause delays in the community-wide
yard debris collection program. Debris in the street disrupts the stormwater collection system, can be
dangerous to vehicles, pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists, and interferes with on-street parking.

Oakwood offers monthly yard debris pickup by the city where property owners place piles of yard debris -
typically brush and branches - at their property frontage just behind the curb or edge of pavement. Under
rules of the program, residents may not place yard debris in front of other properties nor in any roadway
center medians on boulevard streets, and under no circumstance may property owners or residents place
anything in the street or roadway gutter, except leaves during the 10-week fall leaf collection period.

Beginning January 1, 2023, the city's code enforcement officer will respond to yard debris piles placed in
the gutter or street by leaving a door-hanger notice at the property affording two business days to remove
the obstruction from the street. After two days, the city will remove the obstruction and will charge the
property owner $150, added to the owner’s monthly city utility bill.

Property owners who use the city's monthly collection program and wish to construct a hard surface pad
(e.g., concrete, brick, paver, etc.) for debris placement should contact the code enforcement officer at (937)
297-2920 for permitting information, or see the city website.

In addition to the monthly city pick-up, Oakwood offers other options for disposing of yard debris, such as
the 24/7 Recycling and Yard Waste Drop-off Facility at the ].D. Foell Public Works Center, 210 Shafor
Boulevard. Also, residents are provided two free special pickups per year, which can be scheduled and used
for yard debris. Additionally, dumpsters are available to be delivered free of charge for large amounts of
green waste. More information on these options is available by contacting the Public Works Center at (937)
298-0777.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
K. Douglas Spitler, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works

(937) 298-0777; spitler@oakwoodohio.gov



PRESS RELEASE
The City of Oakwood
30 Park Avenue
Oakwood, Ohio 45419

Subject: Deceased Person at Houk Stream

Date: November 15, 2022

OAKWOOD, OHIO:

On Saturday, November 12, 2022, during the morning hours, an Oakwood Public Safety Officer while
on routine patrol observed an unoccupied/abandoned vehicle parked on Oakwood Avenue near
Ridgeway Road, adjacent to the entrance of the Houk Stream natural area.

Upon running the vehicle registration, the vehicle returned to an endangered missing adult with
suicidal tendencies, originally reported to the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office. Oakwood
personnel conducted a brief investigation and contacted the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office.
Officers from both agencies then initiated a canvassing search of the area in an attempt to locate the
individual. Several hours of canvassing in inclement weather revealed no sign of the individual.

On Monday, November 14, 2022 at 11am, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, Five Rivers
MetroParks Officers, the Oakwood Public Safety Department, and members of EquuSearch, a volunteer
based search and recovery team, reconvened at Houk Stream to continue the search for the missing
individual with improved weather conditions. During this search, the deceased body of the reported
missing individual was discovered in a wooded area of the Houk Stream natural area.

The Montgomery County Coroner Office responded and recovered the body.
“This is a very sad situation,” said Chief Alan Hill of the Oakwood Public Safety Department. “I thank

everyone who assisted in the search that resulted in the discovery of this individual. It is my hope that
family members and friends can find some closure now that their loved one has been located.”

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
Alan Hill, Director of Public Safety

(937) 298-2122

Hill@oakwoodohio.gov

NOTE - The Oakwood Public Safety Department is not the investigating agency. The Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office, Harrison Township Substation, received the initial call for service related to
this incident.


mailto:Hill@oakwoodohio.gov
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‘oaiwaon [
Body of missing
man found in

- wooded area

The body of a missing
43-year-old Miamisburg
man was found Monday in
awooded area, authorities
said. . ‘

The body was recovered
about 11 a.m. after author-
ities reconvened a search
started Saturday. The Mont-
gomery County Coroner’s

| Office Tuesday said the cause
| of death is pending.
| The Montgomery County
| Sheriff’s Office said the death
| isbeing investigated as a sus-
pected suicide.
| The search began after
' the man’s vehicle was found
| abandoned on Oakwood Ave-
| nue near Ridgeway Road,
| adjacent to the entrance
| of Centennial Park at Houk
| Stream, police said jn a state-
' ment issued Tuesday morn-
ing. - '
. “This is a very sad situa-
| tion,” Oalewood Public Safety
Department Chief Alan Hill
| said in the statement.
. “I thank everyone who
| assisted in the search,” he
| said. “Itis my hope that fam-
ily members and friends can
| find some closure.”
| The man was reported
missing to the sheriff’s
| office and Saturday’s search
involved that agency and
| Dalcwood, police said.
| The search was halted
! after “several hours of can-
‘ vassing in inclement weather
revealed no sign of the indi-
vidual,” according to police.
| On Monday, the search
 resumed and included the
| sheriff’s office, Five Riv-
| ers MetroParks, Oakwood
 public safety and mem-
bers of EquuSearch, a vol-
unteer-based search and
| recovery team, authori-
| ties said.

The coroner’s office
responded arid recovered
the body, authorities said.
STAFF REPORTS
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Polioe'rsearchers find suicide
vuctlm |n area of Houk Stream

Oﬂ Saturday, Nov 12 durlng the
morning hours, an Oakwood Public
Safety Officer while on routine patrol
observed an unoccupied/abandoned
vehicle parked on Oakwood Avenue
near, Rldgeway Road, adjacent to the

entrance of the Houk -Stream natural -
area.:

Upon runnmg the vehicle regis-
tration, the vehicle .returned to an
endangerad missing adult with suicidal

tendenties; origihally reported to the

.‘Offlcers from both agencies then"

Moitigomery County Sheriff’s Office.
Oalewood - personnel ~ conducted a

brief . investigation and contacted the .

Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office.

initiated a canvassing search of the
area in an attempt to locate the indi-

i'wdual Several hours of canvassmg in
inclément weather revealed no sign of

the Indmdual
~*On Monday, Nov. 14, at 11 a.m., the

-body.-

Montgomery County Shenff’s Ofﬁce,
Five Rivers MetroParks officers, the
Oakwood Publlo Safety Departmient,
and members: of EquuSearch, a
volunteer baséd search and recovery
team, reconvened at Houl Sfream to
continue the search for the missing .
individual with lmprov_ed weather
conditions. During this search, the
deceased body of the reported missing

- individual was discovered in a wooded

area of the Houk Stream natural area.

.. The Montgomery County Coroner
Ofﬁcc ~responded and recovered the -

“This is a very sad situation,” saId
Chief Alan Hill of the Oakwood Publlc
Safety Depiirtment. “I thank everyone
who assisted in the search that resulted
in the discovery of this individual. It
is my hope that family. members and
friends can find some closure now that
their loved one his been located.”
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MEMORANDUM

TO: BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS
FROM: NORBERT KLOPSCH /
SUBJECT: NOVEMBER 22, 2022 MEETING

DATE: NOVEMBER 16, 2022

Greetings from City Hall!

We meet at 5:30 p.m. next Tuesday, November 22 in the council chamber at the city
building. For those wishing to participate via Zoom, below is the access information:

https://us06web.zoom.us/1/845279888557pwd=SGRUalcwODV6RTNDdWw3aFNIbnQwUT09

Meeting ID: 845 2798 8855
Passcode: 940917

Enclosed are:

» The meeting agenda.
» Minutes of our July 26, 2022 meeting.

cc: Mayor William Duncan, President
Dr. Steve Enseleit, Health Commissioner
Dr. John Ewing, Assistant Health Commissioner/Medical Director
Matthew Tyler, REHS, Environmental Health Director



II.

III.

IV.

VL

VIIL

VIII.

IX.

BOARD OF HEALTH
AGENDA
NOVEMBER 22, 2022

CALL TO ORDER

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
= July 26, 2022 meeting

REPORT FROM CHAIR

REPORT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIRECTOR
* Fluand COVID Numbers
* ODH Swimming Pool Survey
* Flyboys Norovirus Event

REPORT FROM HEALTH COMMISSIONER

REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATOR/CITY MANAGER
* ODH Local Health District Efficiency and Effectiveness Study
* November 14 Houk Stream Event
=  Appointment of New Board Member

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURN



THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH, CITY OF OAKWOOD,
STATE OF OHIO

The meeting was conducted on Tuesday, July 26, 2022 in the council chamber at the Oakwood City
Building, 30 Park Avenue, and was also accessible via Zoom.

Attending in person were:

Dr. Bill Coyne, D.D.S., Vice Chair Dr. Steve Enseleit, M.D., Health Commissioner
Norbert Klopsch, Administrator/City Manager
Paul Scaglione, REHS, Environmental Health Director

Attending via remote teleconference utilizing the Zoom.com platform were Dr. Sallie Wilson, D.O.,
Member; Dr. Elizabeth Maimon, DVM, M.P.H., Member; and Mayor Bill Duncan, President.

Excused absent were Dr. David Denka, D.O., Chair and Mrs. Diane Scott, R.N., Member.

Also attending the meeting were Leisure Services Director Carol Collins; City Attorney Rob Jacques;
Assistant Finance Director Tracy Martin; and Code Enforcement Officer Ethan Kroger.

Dr. Coyne called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and led a discussion on the following agenda items:

Minutes of Previous Meetings: Dr. Coyne asked that the minutes of the May 24, 2022 meeting be
reviewed. There being no requested edits, a motion to approve was made by Dr. Wilson and seconded
by Dr. Maimon. Upon viva voce vote, the motion passed and the minutes were approved.

Report from Chair: No report.

Report from Environmental Health Director:
e Paul Scaglione Retirement: Mr. Scaglione shared that he joined the Oakwood Board of
Health when Mr. Foell was the city manager and is retiring on Friday, July 29. During his
tenure, he has had the opportunity to work with several city managers and city staff
members. He enjoyed his time working with the city of Oakwood. Mr. Scaglione noted
that the Board will be in good hands with his replacement, Matthew Tyler, M.P.H., R.S,,
Sanitarian.

Mr. Klopsch recognized Mr. Scaglione by reading minutes from his first Board of Health
meeting on March 11, 1991. He commented that Mr. Scaglione has been invaluable and
has always been available, without exception. Mr. Klopsch wished Mr. Scaglione all the
best in his retirement.

Mayor Duncan shared that he has always been able to contact Mr. Scaglione for proper
guidance, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. He thanked Mr. Scaglione for
serving the Board of Health and the City, and congratulated him on his retirement.

Report from Health Commissioner: No report.



Report from Board Administrator/City Manager: Mr. Klopsch commented on the following items:

105 Monteray Avenue: The house at 105 Monteray has had an ongoing issue with a broken
water meter. City staff has attempted numerous times to communicate with the property
owner with no success. Following standard protocol, the water was shut off and the house
was condemned and deemed no longer habitable. City staff are continuing to work toward
aresolution. Mr. Klopsch will provide an update at the next meeting.

COVID-19 Update: Mr. Klopsch shared that the rising number of COVID-19 cases are being
monitored and that some staff members are periodically ill, but all are recovering.

Old Business: None.

New Business:

Resolution 22-1, Fees for Food Establishment and Service Operations, Second Reading: The
Board conducted a second reading and public hearing on this resolution. Mr. Scaglione
reported that the 2023 fee scheduled was calculated based on the state mandated cost
methodology. The fees are higher than the past few years, but they are not the maximum
allowable fee. The required notification letters about 2023 license fees were sent to all food
establishments in Oakwood. Mr. Scaglione shared that he did not receive any inquiries or
questions regarding the fees. Motion to approve by Dr. Wilson; second by Dr. Maimon.
Upon viva voce vote, resolution passed.

There being no other business, at 5:50 p.m. Dr. Coyne adjourned the meeting.

Chair

Secretary

Commissioner of Health



From: Klopsch, Norbert S. <Klopsch@oakwood.oh.us>

Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2022 10:11 AM

To: John Ewing <johnewing@me.com>; Bill Coyne DDS (williamcoyne4888@gmail.com)
<williamcoyne4888@gmail.com>; David Denka, DO (ddenka59@yahoo.com) <ddenka59@yahoo.com>;
Diane Scott, RN (scott.diane918@yahoo.com) <scott.diane918 @yahoo.com>; Elizabeth Maimon, DVM
(esm@hdvet.com) <esm@hdvet.com>; Matt Tyler (mtyler@phdmc.org) <mtyler@phdmc.org>; Enseleit,
Stephen <hc@oakwood.oh.us>; Duncan, William <duncan@oakwood.oh.us>

Cc: Stacel, Lori <stacel@oakwood.oh.us>

Subject: 11-22 BOH Meeting Packet

Greetings from City Hall!

Attached is the meeting packet for next Tuesday.

We will meet in the council chambers at 5:30 pm.

Below is the zoom link for those wishing to attend remotely:

https://us06web.zoom.us/{/84527988855?pwd=SGRUalcwODV6RTNDdWw3aFNIbnOQw
UT09

Meeting ID: 845 2798 8855
Passcode: 940917

Norb

Norbert S. Klopsch
Oakwood City Manager
(937) 298-0600


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84527988855?pwd=SGRUalcwODV6RTNDdWw3aFNIbnQwUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84527988855?pwd=SGRUalcwODV6RTNDdWw3aFNIbnQwUT09

MEMORANDUM

TO: PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS
FROM: ETHAN KROGER
SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF DECEMBER 7 MEETING

DATE: NOVEMBER 16, 2022

The Planning Commission meeting on Wednesday, December 7, 2022 has been
cancelled due to lack of agenda items. The next regularly scheduled meeting is on
Wednesday, January 4, 2023.

EK:ls
cc: Members of City Council
Norbert Klopsch, City Manager
Robert Jacques, Law Director
Jennifer Wilder, Personnel and Properties Director



MEMORANDUM

TO: BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEMBERS
FROM: ETHAN KROGER
SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF DECEMBER 8 MEETING

DATE: NOVEMBER 16, 2022

The Board of Zoning Appeals meeting on Thursday, December 8, 2022 has been
cancelled due to lack of agenda items. The next regularly scheduled meeting is at 4:30
p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2023.

EK:ls
cc: Members of City Council
Norbert Klopsch, City Manager
Robert Jacques, Law Director
Jennifer Wilder, Personnel and Properties Director



| On Wednesday, Nov. 9, the
|Oakwood Public Safety Department
| completed- -its fifth- ‘Citizen Police
| Academy (CPA):

. The CPA consists of a 10-week
cumculum ‘educating participants on

the functions and servmes of the Safety
Depm;f:ment

tunity for citizens to bétter understand

the job of a public safety officer,”
Oakwood Public Safety Chief Alan

OWN

“The. purpose of this™
* program ‘is to create a unique: oppor-

Plctured from Ieft to rlght Dakwood Public Safety Chtef Alan HJII, Phli Wlttmer, Curtls Farnsel Joe Schenk Tom
Baggott Beth Byingtion, Dick Stevens, Gayden Akhbari, Carl Bl_'enner, Scott F:scher, Kacy Ferrara, Andy Altenburg,
and Lieutenant Chuck Balaj. Not pictured: Chris MacPherson. * ’

| Oakwood graduates fifth Cltlzen Pollce Academy

: Hlll said. “I know"I speak for every -

officer who instructed “in this year’s

CPA; it is truIy our privilege to bnng

this expenence to the participants.”

The next Citizen Police Academy is
scheduled for fall of 2023.

W\ P22



Search

continued from 81

Director of Educational
Services and Human
Resources Allyson Couch has
been named as the tempo-
rary replacement for Ramey,
who was hired in 2013.

Couch serving on an
interim basis will give the
board of education months

to find the right candidate,

board President John Wil-

ALK

.\"»\l!“
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Input, job applicants
sought on next Oakwood
schools superintendent

By Nick Blizzard
Staff Writer

OAKWOOD — Onhne mput can
be given on the qualities Oal-
wood residents want in the nesxt
schools superintendent, a job
for which applications are now
being sought.

A survey is available on the
Oakwood City Schools web-
site and a series of community
forums are set for this month

cessor for Kyle Ramey, who is
retiring Dec..31. .-

The job has‘been posted
on the distriét’s website,
cakwoodschools.org, where
applications will be taken
through Jan. 9. The annual
base salary is expected to be
$170,000 to $190,000, but is
negotiable and commensurate
with experience and qualifica-
tions, records show.

Search continuedon B2

regarding the permanent suc-

son said.

“That allows us to really
have a smooth transition to
bring in the candidates and
do our interviews, to make

our decision,” Wilson said. .

“Tust having that exira-long
runway, it just really helps
with the transition ... to bring
ihe team together. We’ra raal
fortunate that we’re able to
have that much time,” he
added.

The board of education has
engaged K-12 Business Con-

sulting Inc. to help with the

" search. The district’s timeline

indicates a decision in Febru-
ary or later. The survey, avail-

able at oakwoodschools.org, .

closes Jan. 6, according to
the district.

The questionnaire cov-
ers issues such as the most
prominent challenges fac-
ing the district, character-
istics the board should look
for in candidates as well as
prioritizing a range of attri-
butes the next supermten-

dent should have.

“The ideal candidate must
be committed to the highest
personal and professional
standards, exhibiting lead-
ership in the disirict and the
community,” the job posting
states. “The CEO must main-
tain integrity and high stan-
dards of ethics in all matters.”

Four community forums
are scheduled for Nov. 21 and
Nov. 29 with two planned
‘each day, records show. They
wﬂl be for dlStl'lCt ernploy

T

ees, key stakeholders and
include two open sessions.

‘Three others are planned
for Dec. 2 — one for key stake-
holders and two open forums,
according to the district.
" “I'think folks in the com-
munity really want to have
avoice and really deserve to
have a voice,” Wilson said.
“As a board we are very ded-
icated to listen to the com-
munity and hear what that
they have to say.”

Sessxons Nov 21 are set for

W 22

1p.m.and 6:30 p.m. at Wright
Memorial Public Library.
Eight days later, they are
scheduled for those same
times with the first one at
the library and the second
in the Oakwood High School
auditorium.

No times or locations
have been announced for
the Dec. 2 sessions.

Contact this writerat
937-610-7438 oremail
Nick.Blizzard@coxinc.com.



Far Hills: Speaker Series will-
con3|der Future of Oakwood

The final Far Hil ls'-_ Speakers Serles

lecture of 2022 ‘wili‘look forward.and’

| envision Oakwood several decades
in the future as Vice Mayor Steve
' Byington “presents. “The Future  of
' Oakwood” at 2. pm. Sunday, Nov.

20, in the Wright lerary Conference '

Room o

[ Bymgton moved to the Dayton
| region after graduating architecture
|school in 1991 and was quickly
{-drawn to ‘the archuectural d1vers1ty of
| Oakwood. v

| Wanting to get m01e mvolved
in’ the future of: his commumty, he
volunteered for the'(_)z_lll_(woocl Planning

Comimission where he shared his
expertise in architecture and urban

‘planning principles. He was elected

to Oakwood City Council in 2008 and
was eIected vice mayor in 2010. He is

‘the city’s liaison fo the Miami-Valley .
‘Regional Planning Commission, the

Dayton First Tier Suburbs Consortium,

continues to serve on the Planning
" Commission, and 51ts on several

commuhity committees.

Registration is requested to reglster
go to www wrightlibrary.org: The
lecture will also.-be accessible via
Zoom on a Link- available on the
Wright Library website. '

ON w22



FAR HILLS SPEAKER SERIES

November 2022
90000000 00000000 00090
THE FUTURE OF

OAKWOOD
900000000000 00000000

As the final Far Hills Speakers Series lecture of 2022,
we will hear from Vice Mayor Steve Byington as he
talks about many of the community catalysts which
will shape and influence the decision-making visions of
tomorrow's Oakwood citizens and leaders.

November 20, 2022
2:00 PM
Wright Library’s
Conference Room

Registration Requested
Visit https:/www.wrightlibrary.org/fhss

Lecturas will also be acceassible via Zoom,
Lird nvrdablewia Wngar Mamoa s Librany eehsite

]
1 L Wrish Mmool
Sean, ) | THEOARAOCL HES TOfPCAL SUOLTY 1| i ¥
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Join The Oakwood Historical Society

& Wright Memorial Library
for the



Far Hills Speaker Series

presenting

The Future of Oakwood
Guest Speaker

Or

., . R, il
Steve buymgton
alV ar

Vice Mayor, Oakwood City Council

Sunday, November 20, 2022
:00 pm
at

Wright Memorial Library
1776 Far Hills Avenue

For the final presentation of our Far Hills
Speaker Series 2022, we take a look forward, and

envision our community several decades in the

future.

Today, the City of Oakwood is a mature, established
community that is characterized by vibrant
neighborhoods, beautiful historic homes, tree-lined
streets, compact commercial districts, and a wide
variety of public amenities. But no community can

allow itself to simply rest on the successes of its past.



Grateful for pickleball courts

In the spirit of being thanldful, we

want to thank the. City of Oakwood

for the beautiful pickleball courts at
Orchardly Park. o B -

These courts are such a nice addi-

tion to an already wonderful parlk.

- We have had a great time this fall and

summer mixing it up with friends and
acquaintances. It’s a big deal to be able
to walk to these courts. Thank you for
giving the “out-of-school” crowd such
a nice treat.

Doug & Ellie Hammer

OW W |22



THE OAKWOOD PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT’S
REPORT TO THE CITY MANAGER

OCTOBER 2022
Submitted by Chief Alan Hill

LAW ENFORCEMENT

PART 1 CRIMES: There were fifteen Part 1 crimes reported during the month of October. These
included seven thefts, five thefts of vehicle, one breaking and entering, one burglary,
and one domestic violence report.

TRAFFIC During the month of October, 96 traffic violations were cited and 42
ENFORCEMENT: parking citations were issued.

DETECTIVE

INVESTIGATIONS:

22-003388 100 Blk Sorrento Ave Auto Theft Under Investigation

22-003394 300 Schenck Ave Auto Theft Closed [DPD Arrest]

22-003528 1200 Blk Far Hills Ave Drug Possession Cleared By Arrest

22-003538 1200 Blk Runnymede Auto Theft Under Investigation

22-003566 15 Blk Rubicon Mail Theft/Fraud Under Investigation

22-003572 1200 Blk Oakwood Ave Breaking/Entering  Under Investigation

22-003598 100 Blk Lonsdale Auto Theft Under Investigation

22-003608 600 Blk Harman Ave Auto Theft Closed [ WCPD Arrest]

22-003580 1400 Blk Runnymede Burglary Under Investigation

22-003686 600 Blk Orlando Terr Auto Theft Under Investigation

22-003690 2800 Blk Far Hills Theft Under Investigation

LEADS: The LEADS validation report this month concerned warrant entries. All entries have
been validated and the Safety Department remains in compliance with LEADS
protocol.

TEEN COURT: During the month of October, there were no cases for Teen Court, and one case was
referred to the Montgomery County Juvenile Court.

FIRE
FIRE: There were six total fire responses in October, all were to Oakwood. The responses

included two CO alarms, one elevator rescue, one natural gas odor, one residential
garage fire causing $37,000 in damage, and one smell of smoke call.



APPARATUS: During the month of October, Medic 27 was taken out of service due to irreparable
brake issues. A replacement medic was purchased and will be placed in service in
November.

FIRE INSPECTIONS: There were two fire inspections conducted during the month of October.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

REMOVALS: There were 38 total calls for emergency medical services in October, all were to
Oakwood. Three patients refused medical treatment and/or transportation. All other
patients were transported to area hospitals for treatment.

MISCELLANEOUS

DARE: No DARE activities were conducted during the month of October.

TRAINING

Public Safety Officers, Lieutenants, Command Staff, and dispatchers completed a total of 338 hours of police,
fire and EMS training during the month of October.

During the month of October, Public Safety Officers and staff participated in fire training presented by
Howell Rescue covering Electric Vehicles.

Safety department personnel also completed EMS online continuing education training covering Pediatric
Fevers and Seizures and Geriatrics Poisonings.

Police training consisted of an online course through OPOTA online covering Mental Health Crisis.

Dispatcher training for this month consisted of an APCO article entitled “Troubleshooting a CAD Outage”.
Dispatchers Colton, Clarke, and Muceus completed EMD recertification through PowerPhone.

During the week of October 10> Officer Smith attended annual SWAT training with Kettering Regional
SWAT Team.

Lastly, On October 13, Officer Matt Staley completed a Glock Armorer Course instructed by Vance’s LE in
Columbus, Ohio.
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Oakwood, Ohio
October 18, 2022

The Oakwood citizen Budget Review Committee (BRC) met at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October
18, 2022. The meeting took place in the council chambers at the city building, 30 Park Avenue,
and was available via the Zoom remote teleconferencing platform.

The following people attended:

Budget Review Committee

In-person: Via Zoom:
Howard Boose Doug Kinsey
Steve Brooks Ella Himes
Bill Frapwell, Vice Chair Erika Endsley
Ellen Fodge

John Gray

Kate Halpin

Michael Hayes

John Jervis

Amanda Malusky Krauss

William Meyer

Megan O'Leary

Bill Rieger

Mark Risley

Oakwood City Council
In-person:

Mayor Bill Duncan

Vice Mayor Steve Byington
Councilmember Rob Stephens
Councilmember Leigh Turben

City Staff
In-person:

City Manager Norbert Klopsch

Finance Director Cindy Stafford

Public Safety Director Alan Hill

Law Director Rob Jacques

Personnel & Properties Director Jennifer Wilder
Engineering & Public Works Director Doug Spitler
Staff Engineer Chris Kuzma

Mayor Duncan opened the meeting with a welcome and self-introductions. He asked if there were
any suggested edits to the minutes of the September 13, 2022 meeting. There being no edits,
Mayor Duncan asked for a motion to approve those minutes. Motion to approve by Mr. Frapwell;
second by Mr. Boose. Upon viva voce vote, motion passed and the minutes were approved.
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Mayor Duncan invited Mr. Klopsch to make opening comments and to deliver the meeting
presentation.

Mr. Klopsch welcomed the committee members and discussed the following recent events and city
projects:

>

Recycling Center: Oakwood continues to promote and encourage recycling. The City
provides weekly city-wide collection of co-mingled recyclables and a 24/7 recycling drop-
off facility for green waste, co-mingled recyclables and cardboard. The city also partners
with the Oakwood Rotary Club to provide backdoor hazardous waste collection four times
annually, and Green Oakwood, a citizen-driven organization, on a Styrofoam and string
light recycling program. Mr. Klopsch reported that a total of 7,138 tons of refuse and
recycling was collected in 2021. About half of the waste generated was recycled instead
of going to the landfill.

Yard Debris Disposal: City staff continuously addresses illegal dumping of yard debris
(green waste) in streets. The only exception to the prohibition on placing debris or objects
in the street is the placement of leaves along the street gutter during the 10-week leaf
collection season conducted annually between the middle of October and late December.
Unfortunately, the dumping violations persist. In an effort to obtain compliance with this
law, the city will begin imposing a $150 fee for illegal dumping beginning on January 1,
2023.

Traffic Signal System Study/Master Plan: There are 17 signalized intersections in
Oakwood. Most of them were last assessed and upgraded over 25 years ago. The city
contracted with CMT Engineers and Consultants to develop a multi-year plan for
rebuilding Oakwood’s traffic signal system and to maximize federal and state grant
funding. Mr. Klopsch noted that a roundabout option at 5-Points (Far Hills, Thruston and
Oakwood) is part of a proposal to complete the comprehensive analysis of the signal
system. This alternative will include a detailed study and public input.

Sister City Celebration: There are several Oakwood Sister City Association events this
weekend celebrating the City’s 50" twinning anniversary with Le Vésinet, France, and the
46" twinning anniversary with Outremont, Canada. Two signs at the north and south Far
Hills entrances to Oakwood were recently installed recognizing the Sister Cities.

Far Hills Timber Wall: The timber wall along both sides of the Far Hills Business District
has been maintained over the years and is still serving its intended purpose. City staff
recently made some needed repairs and repainted the wall.

CITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Mr. Klopsch shared that a complete rewrite of the
Oakwood Comprehensive Plan was completed in 2004, and given that Oakwood is almost
fully developed, the plan is still applicable. He reviewed various aspects of the Plan,
including the vision statement and overall purpose of the Plan. The documented
achievements made to date towards the Goals & Objectives set forth in the city’s 2004
Comprehensive Plan primarily capture the work that has been done over the past 18 years.
These achievements were reported to the Oakwood Planning Commission at the October
5, 2022 meeting. By a vote of 4 — 0, the Planning Commission accepted the documented
achievements, and acknowledged that the plan is still valid, which took the form of a
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recommendation to City Council. The information and recommendation will be presented
to City Council in November for ratification.

ELECTRIC POLICE CAR: The Oakwood Public Safety Department continues to evaluate
electric vehicles to determine suitability for Oakwood’s needs. An all-electric Chevy
Blazer may be available earlier than previously expected and the cost of a fully outfitted
electric Blazer would be much less than the electric Tesla that had been considered. If an
electric Chevy Blazer vehicle would remain in service for three or more years, it will prove
itself to be a worthwhile financial investment for the city.

Mr. Boose noted that at the last meeting, only a slim majority of the members would
support purchasing an electric vehicle.

Mr. Klopsch explained that a decision does not need to be made at this point. He is
providing an update on options that were not available at the last meeting.

Mr. Kinsey opined that the electric Chevy Blazer is the better option over the Tesla.

Mr. Klopsch invited Finance Director Cindy Stafford to present current financial data.

2022 FINANCIALS THROUGH SEPTEMBER: Mrs. Stafford noted that General City
Services receipts through September are at 89.55% of budget, while disbursements and
encumbrances are at 79.83% of budget. Mrs. Stafford shared that she anticipates that by
the end of the year disbursements and encumbrances will be close to what was budgeted.
Refuse Fund receipts through September are at 76.30% of budget and disbursements and
encumbrances are at 80.27% of budget. Water Utility Fund receipts through September
are at 73.13% of budget and disbursements and encumbrances are at 80.83% of budget.
Sanitary Sewer Utility Fund receipts through September are at 72.38% of budget and
disbursements and encumbrances are at 73.73% of budget. Stormwater Utility Fund
receipts through September are at 75.47% of budget and disbursements and encumbrances
are at 49.67% of budget.

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAXES: Gross Income Tax collections through September are
about 8.6% above September 2021. This increase is primarily attributed to three things:
> Income generated by the additional people living in Oakwood in the homes and
condominiums at Pointe Oakwood.
» Increase in Oakwood residents working from home, thereby directing their local
income taxes to Oakwood rather than other jurisdictions.
> Despite economic conditions, total earned income in Oakwood has increased.

PROPERTY TAX: The 2022 property tax receipts are slightly above budget. The city of
Oakwood has two voted property tax issues. Of the total property tax bill that Oakwood
residents pay, only about 8% is received by the city to pay for city services.

2023 PROPOSED BUDGET: The 2023 proposed budget reflects no increases in income
tax, property tax, or any increases to refuse, water, sanitary sewer, or stormwater fees. The
2023 Budget includes $2.2 million for the Far Hills Storm Sewer Reconstruction Project
and $220,000 for the Far Hills Resurfacing Project in 2024. The Far Hills Storm Sewer
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Reconstruction Project will be the third largest project that the city has completed in the
past 30 years. Depending on whether or not the State Capital Improvement Program grant
and zero interest loan are awarded ($491,000 grant and $491,000 loan), a supplemental
appropriation may be needed to cover the costs.

Mrs. Fodge asked about the starting year account balances.

Mr. Klopsch shared that Water Funds, Sanitary Sewer Funds and Stormwater Funds should
begin with a $1 million balance in each fund, and the Refuse Funds should begin with
around $500,000 each calendar year. The rule of thumb for General Funds is to keep at
least six months of operating money available in city reserves. Oakwood currently has
about 11 months of reserves.

Below is a comparison of 2021, 2022 and proposed 2023 capital expenses:
2021 Budget:  $2,200,445
2022 Budget:  $2,700,889
2023 Proposed: $5,272,994

2023 PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECTS/EXPENSES: The following capital expense
items are included in the proposed 2023 Budget:

» General City Services

o Computer Equipment: $60,000

Telephone Recording System: $25,000
S-44 2016 John Deere Mower Replacement: $15,000
S-82S 1994 Henderson V-box Salt Spreader Replacement: $30,000
S-86S 2003 Henderson V-box Salt Spreader Replacement: $30,000
S-91S 1997 Henderson V-box Salt Spreader Replacement: $30,000
S-51 2011 John Deere Gator Replacement: $20,000
Brush Chipper: $35,000
Orchardly Park Playset Replacement: $50,000
Safety Department Flooring Replacement: $25,000
OCC Carpet Replacement — Lower Level and Great Room: $20,000
OCC Heating System: $75,000 (contingency)
Car #40 (Marked Cruiser) 2015 Ford Taurus Replacement: $75,000
Car #75 (Captain Vehicle) 2008 Dodge Dakota Replacement: $36,000
S-87 2009 International Dump Truck Replacement: $150,000
Georgia Buggy Material Hauler: $20,000
S-71 2008 Ford Pickup, F250 w/Dump Bed Replacement: $45,000
Asphalt Street Program: $450,000
Concrete Street Program: $100,000
Far Hills Inlet, Curb, Sidewalk and Apron Repairs: $375,000
2024 Far Hills Resurfacing (20% payment to ODOT): $220,000
Shafor Park Swing and Safety Surface Replacement: $90,000
Sidewalk, Curb & Driveway Apron Program: $225,000

O 0O OO0 O0OO0OO0OO0DOoOOoOO0LOO O OO OO O OoOOo
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> Refuse Utility
o S-79 2008 Refuse Packer Refurbishment: $55,000

»> Water Utility
o Emergency Power Generator Refurbishment at WTP#2: $40,000
EZ Underground Water Main Valves: $50,000
Utility Line Locator: $25,000
Water Valve Operator: $76,000
Iron and Manganese Water Plant Filter Rebuild: $175,000
Water Line Repairs: $50,000
Water Tower Overflow Upgrade: $20,000

0 O O O O O

» Sanitary Sewer Utility
o S-74 2012 GMC Sierra 1500 4x4 Replacement: $45,000
o Sewer Line Camera: $95,000
o Sanitary Sewer Repairs: $50,000

» Stormwater Utility
o Far Hills Storm Sewer Replacement: $2,163,394

Mr. Klopsch reviewed budget fund and account line items for General City Services and for the
Refuse Operations, and the Water, Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Utilities.

Below are 2023 proposed budget figures:

» General City Services: $17,149,288
> Refuse Operations: $ 1,507,535
> Water Utility: $ 1,796,750
> Sanitary Sewer Utility: $ 2,227,741
> Stormwater Utility: $ 1,607,525

There being no other business, at 6:37 p.m. Mayor Duncan and Mr. Klopsch thanked the committee
members for their service and the meeting was adjourned.

Chairman
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PRESS RELEASE

The City of Oakwood

30 Park Avenue

Oakwood, Ohio 45419
Subject: Vehicle Thefts

Date: November 18, 2022

OAKWOOD, OHIO:

The Oakwood Public Safety Department is continuing to investigate a significant increase in car thefts.
Since September 28, 2022, the Safety Department has taken 11 stolen vehicle reports. In comparison,
the Safety Department responded to and took two stolen vehicle reports for all of 2021.

In each of the recently reported incidents, the vehicle was found to be unlocked with the keys inside
the vehicle. “Vehicle thefts are surging throughout our region, and the problem is not slowing down,”
said Chief Alan Hill of the Oakwood Public Safety Department. “Although local law enforcement
agencies are collaborating to provide focused efforts on recovering stolen vehicles, and those
responsible for stealing them, citizen engagement in protecting their vehicles is still the first and best
line of defense.”

Thieves often target vehicles because how easy they are to steal. The Safety Department would like to
remind everyone to always lock your car doors, and do not leave the keys to the vehicle in or near the
vehicle. These two simple things could be the difference between becoming a victim or not.
Additionally, do not leave a spare key to your residence, or another vehicle you own inside any vehicle.

Anyone who observes any suspicious activity/behavior is encouraged to contact the Oakwood Public
Safety Department at (937) 298-2122.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
Alan Hill, Director of Public Safety

(937) 298-2122

Hill@oakwoodohio.gov
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GREATER DAYTON

Oth Chamber president:
The state’s municipal tax
burden needs new look

| By Thomas Gnau
| StaffWriter

Ohio has a lot going for it, but
if the state is to be the best place
in the nation to do business, it

has work to do, said Steve Stiv-.
 ers, the president of the Ohio,

Chamber of Commerce.
. Among the tasks Stivers sug—

' gested to Dayton Area Cham- "
| ber of Commerce board mem-
bers on Thursday: simplifying -

Ohio’s muniéipal tax burden,

which adds to édministrative

-and compliance costs for busi-

nesses.
. Stivers presented a new state
chamber report, titled “The
Blueprint for Ohio’s Economic
Future,” with an analysis of
economic rankings comparing
Ohio to other states across the
Ountry

That ranking, conducted with

Accenture, found that Ohio ranks

Chamber continued on B8

Chamber

| continued from B1

| 37th among the 50 states

|in tax burden and a dis-

mal 47th in business friend-
liness. -
More than three million

| Ohioans pay a municipal tax
| of 2% in addition to state

and federal taxes, Stivers
said. In fact, he said Ohio
has more taxing jurisdic-

tions than any state other

| than Pennsylvania.

“Work from home is a

| real threat to a lot of our

cities, including Dayton,
and we want to make sure

| that our cities do have the

revenue they need to pro-
vide the important services,
the safety, services,” Stiv-
ers ‘said.

Reform of municipal taxa-

| tion can take various shapes,
- he said.

“You could replace that
from state revenue,” he said
in an interview after his
presentation at NCR Coun-
fry Club. “Most states fund
their cities from state reve-
nue. Ohio, especially under
(former Gov.) John Kasich,
really cut the state local gov-
ernment fund. That is one
opportunity, or we could
look at other opportunities.”

Stivers said Ohio Gov.
Mike DeWineread the cham-

ber’s report and admitte;d_
that he found it “negatwe &
But Stivers took pains to
note that Ohio has a lot
going for it, in his view

overall affordabihty com- )

pared to much of the couti-
try, a high guality of liffz

plentiful water (a factor that
drew Intel and its planned
semi-conductor production

- sites) and more.

“If we can focus on worle-
force, focus on our taxation,
recruit people into the state

.. just those three things
are a game-changer,” Stiv;

" ers said.. “They can moy(.

us into the top 10.quickly. |
The report examined sev
eral issues; its executiv
summary alone s 13 pagag;
Child care accessand affordl
ability may be contribuls
ing to a lingering problein
of worker participatioi,
Ohio is 62,000 employecs
shy of wherte it siood befor'e
the pandemic, according {o
the state chamber’s find-
ings. And Ohio population
gmwth isslow compared to
the fastest growing states
Addressing all of the
issues the chamber raises
could take a decade, he

acknowledged. “Some of

these things may take much
longer.” ‘ v

Contact thls reporter at 93 f‘
681 5610. H

5

\\_



Some communities respond with replacement
efforts and are bolstering maintenance programs.

By Nick Blizzard
and London Bishop
Staff Writers

Patrick Higgins is more than
halfway to his goal of planting
125 trees at the five-acre Sugar-
creek Twp. home he bought two
years ago.

“green infrastructure” for a vari-
ety of reasomns.
In addition to neighborhoods

denuded by the 2019 Memorial
“You don’t have to have five  Day tornadoes, experts say resi-
acres,” he said. “Youcanhavea  dential development decades ago

quarter of an acre and plant two
or three native trees and make a
difference.”

Higgins is among countless
amateur arborists in the Day-
ton region in a tree transition,
those replacing or removing the

is contributing to the demise of
iTees in some areas. In response,
local governments and agencies
are trying to restore tree cover
across the region because of the
many practical benefits provided
by trees.

Trees

eont'mued fromAl

|- Some property owners
seeking to replant — like those
who lost trees in the Memo-

rial Day tornado outbreakin - - -

2019 — were part of life-al-
tering damage that occurred
overrught

Along with hundreds of
homes damaged across Bea-
vercreek, Brookville, Dayton,
Riverside and Trotwood and
other communities in the
path of the storm, at least
1,000 trees were destroyed
in a span of fewer than three
hours.

Unlike housing, “youcan’t

just rebuild an 80-year-old
oak tree,” said Grady McGa-
han, director of RETREET, a
Texas-based nonprofit work-
ing to replace trees in torna-
do- -damaged areas.
i “It’s going to take decades
for that to be seen and felt
the way that it was when the
Ioss occuned » he added

TREE CODES

Many communi'l:ies have property maintenance codes y
" fortrees on prlvate property. Those responding toa
Dayton Daily News survey inqludelthe followlng:

‘ ' 2019-22
JURISDICTION VIOLATIONS ‘PENALTIES ‘
Beavercreek: " q03% -:Crty removal cost or‘[
B e =0 assessrnent
¥ Centerville 332 | City removal costc or
. courtcharge ..
Kettering 436 | Cityremoval cost or
s ' assessment
Miamisburg - 6 | Court charge
Washington Twp. | 88| -Courtcharge
Xenia 600 | City rernovalcost,
‘ $_’I 50fee

*]ncludes average number oftrees cnty removes annual [y :
From: right ofway and those orderedto be removed from N
prlvate property - st

. SOURCES: BEAVERCREEK1 CENTERVILLE,KETTERING, MIAMlSBURG
.WASH]NGTON TWP. AND XENIA

Patrick Higginsof Sugarcreek Twp is re\éoresting his property He is planting trees closer
together sothe roots canintertwine and be more stable MARSHALL GORBY / STAFF

oy [o/lb[lL

‘Loss of neighborhood trees affects local towns

Many communities require
property owners to extract dead,

dying and hazardous trees or

face penalties. Remeovals can
cost up to $5,000 or more and
sometimes take months due to
business backlogs, officials said.

Trees continuedon A17
RELATED

» The right way to hire a tree
removal service, A17




Mortalnty rates

In many Centerville cases,
fore trees are aging out and
dying, ending a life cycling
that began with suburban

éxpansion and residential -

tree growth in the 1960s and
i70s, said Sande Heck, city
code enforcement officer.

i “It’s.getting worse,” he
said.

i-“Some of them got too

blg or they got old. Some
of them have a lifespan and
they die” through diseases
like emerald ash borer and
others, Heck said. “It seems
to be many more than it used
JEo be.”
¢ Many trees planted on city
of Kettering land in the past
five to seven years replaced
ose lost to emerald ash
borer said city parks Super-
mtendent Gary Schussler, a
certlﬁed arborist.

- But Kettering is seeing a
dlﬁerent issue than Center-
yﬂle he said.

! “I’snot from the perspec-
tive that all of these trees
are in decline because they
were planted 50 or 60 years
ago,” Schussler said. “It’s
flet’s understand what our
mortahty rate looks like’ and
then identify what is a feasi-
ble number of trees that we
can plant and maintain on
an annual basis.”

" Part of the reason trees
are dying, another certified

arborist said, is the devel--

opment surrounding them.

. Trees that die 20 or 30
years after a subdivision is
built can be directly linked
to construction damage, said
Mark Webber, who oper-
ates a Dayton landscaping

business.

~ Forest tree roots of the
same species are often
grafted to improve stabil-
ity and nutrient intake, he
said. Those roots need pro-
tection to avoid decaying
from the ground up, short-
ening their lifespan, Web-
ber said.

Higgins said he is planting
trees closer together so the
roots can intertwine and be
more stable.

Cities giving away
trees

Some communities are
addressing aging and dying
trees through replacement
efforts and increasing main-
tenance.

Beavercreek and Beaver-
creek Twp. gave away more
than 450 trees last year to
city and township residents
affected by the 2019 torna-
does.

Beavercreek also applied
for a grant'for tornado-re-
lated projects and plans to
purchase 40 trees. Center-
ville removed 15 trees last

year on city-owned prop-

erty, planted 29 and pruned
more than 700 trees, said
Marty Tackett, city public
works supervisor.

Kettering’s maintenance
of the nearly 8,000 trees on
city land is outlined in an
86-page urban forest man-
agement plan completed
in 2020. i

It gives “us guidance and
direction on how to go about
maintaining trees ... the type
of trees that we select, the
number of trees we try to
plant each year based on
mortality rates that we have

- throughout the system,”

Schussler said, -adding that
involves a risk assessment.

“The first and foremost
thing that we do is identify
native trees as much as pos-
sible when we’re selecting
trees to plant,” he said. “But
the treerisk assessment iden-
tified issues with certain trees
that we needed to address.”

Tree benefits

Trees provide a variety
of benefits, industry profes-
sionals said. They have been
shown to improve both the
physical and mental health
of people who spend time in
nature, Webber said.

Further, Webber and
McGahan said, they provide
habitat and food sources
for wildlife; provide heat-
ing and cooling benefits to
homes and schools, help-
ing to lower energy bills;
and serve to prevent storm-
water runoff, flooding and
soil erosion. .

“They’re huge pieces of
green infrastructure,” McGa-
han said. “The amount of
rainwater that a tree can
keep from hitting the ground
... is way more gallons than
you imagine it to be.”

An inch of rain in an acre
of forest will produce about
750 gallons of stormwater
runoff, Webber said. That
same amount of rain on an
acre of asphalt produces
28,500 gallons of stormwa-
ter, he said.

The Johnny Appleseed
Street program in Oakwood
provides residents with trees
grown inalocal nursery, said
Carol Collins, the city’s lei-
sure services director.

Oakwood pays half the
cost if the trees-are planted
between the curb and side-
walk. The 43-year-old fall
program has accounted for
more than 3,200 trees in the
city, Collins said.

“Tree are very important
because they do offer alot of
value to the properties that
we have, as well as the envi-
ronment,” she said. “We’ve
always felt that it’s an import-
ant part of the ambiance of
the community.”

Collins estimated that city-
owned property has nearly
9,000 trees with a combined
value of $18 million. Some
trees in the city are believed
to be 80 to 100 years old,
she said.

“We Ty to maintain (rees)
the best we possible can,”
Collins said. “But we also
understand, too, that.the
homeowner also has some
responsibility there as well.”

Removal violations

Many communities require
hazardous trees to be
removed. Violating property
owners in Beavercreelk, Cen-
terville, Kettering, Miamis-
burg, Washington Twp. and
Xenia face assessments, fees,
fines or court cases, accord-
ing to results of a Dayton
Daily News survey.

Since 2019, those six com-
munities have recorded more
than 1,450 violations, 600 of
which were filed in Xenia,
survey results show.

Centerville violators could
face a fourth-degree mis-

demeanor while Kettering'

offenders who fail to reim-
burse the city for removal
will find the bill on future

real estate tax. assessments,
records show

“We concentrate on’ trees
overhanging sidewalks or
streets,” Centemlle s Heck
stated.

Beavercreek has a similar
process to Kettering, accord-
ing to Zach Wike, assistant
parks superintendent.

“For trees in the right-
of-way, the city removes
approximately 20to 30 trees
annually,” Wike said in the
survey response. “This num-
ber has decreased over the
last several years as most of
the ash trees that have died
from the emerald ash borer
have been removed.”

While the ash borer impact
still lingers, other tree species
pose concerns, officials said.
Although decorative, Brad-
ford pears — also known as
Callery pears or sometimes
Cleveland select —are among
them. An invasive species,
they will be banned from
being sold or planted in Ohio
starting in January.

Callery pears haven’'t been
part of Oakwood’s program
since the 1990s, Collins said.
“There was concern about
their branching habit and
being weak wooded,” she
said. _

Infestation of certain trees
has magnified the need for,
a variety of types being

- planted, Kettering’s Schus-

sler said.

“When you have a mono-
culture of trees, it impacts
you much larger,” he said.
“So, we try to keep our diver-
sity ... If we do deal with an
infestation of some kind,
it’s not taking all the trees
at once.”

Tornado recovery .

Replacing at least 1,000
trees in 2019 tornado-rav-
aged communities is the goal
of McGahan’s organization.

“There were way more
than 1,000 trees lost. [ have
no doubt about that,” he
said.

RETREET is working with
the Miami Valley Regional
Planning Commission, the
Dayton Foundation and other
groups as part of the Miami
Valley TREEcovery Cam-
paign.

More than 5,700 proper-
ties were damaged across
15 communities in Miami,
Montgomery and Greene
counties from the outbreak,
MVPRC records show.

“Itisreasonable to assume
where properties were dam-
aged, so were trees,” Laura
Henry of the commission
said in an email.

The goal is to re-establish
the trees that once provided
shade, energy savings, and
other benefits to residents
and wildlife across a large
swath of the region impacted
by the storm.

Native trees 6 to 9 feet tall
are being planted, accord-
ing to the MVRPC’s website.
Property owners who sus-
tained damage can request
up to two trees at www.
retreet.org/mvtc. Property
owners making requests can
also ask for tree debris be
removed. .

The project has. had more
than 300 requests. The goal
is\to have all plantings done
by April 2023, McGahan said.

Conitact reporter Nick Blizzard
at 93?—61 0-7438. .



