
CITY MANAGER’S NEWSLETTER 
AUGUST 4, 2023 

 
Monday Council Meeting/Work Session:  Our executive session on Monday begins at 2 p.m. and 
will be conducted in the second-floor training room.  That executive session will adjourn at or before 
5 p.m.  We will convene again at 6:30 p.m. in the second-floor training room for our work session.  
Our 7:30 p.m. regular session will take place in the council chamber and will be conducted in person 
and via Zoom.  The agenda is as follows: 
 
PRE-COUNCIL WORK SESSION  
 
COUNCIL MEETING 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
III. ROLL CALL 
IV. MINUTES OF JULY 17 REGULAR SESSION, WORK SESSION & EXECUTIVE 

SESSION  
V.  STATUS REPORTS 
VI. VISITORS 
VII. LEGISLATION 

• A Resolution to participate on an opt-in basis in a municipal electric supply aggregation 
program, Mrs. Turben 

• A Resolution to authorize and direct the city manager to submit a grant application to the 
Ohio Department of Transportation for construction of a roundabout at the intersection 
of Far Hills Avenue (SR 48), Oakwood Avenue and Thruston Boulevard, often referred 
to as Five Points, Mr. Stephens 

• A Resolution to approve extended operating hours for Insomnia Cookies, Vice Mayor 
Byington   

VIII. AN OAKWOOD MOMENT 
IX. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  
X. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
XI. ADJOURN 
 
Status Reports:   
 
Visitors:  None scheduled.   
 
Legislation:   

• A Resolution to participate on an opt-in basis in a municipal electric supply aggregation 
program.  We are working with Palmer Energy to decide upon the best method in which to 
inform our citizens and small business owners of the opportunity to opt-in to the MVCC 
aggregation program.  Enclosed is a press release that we plan to distribute after the council 
meeting on Monday.  Also enclosed is an email from MVCC, along with a memo from 
Palmer Energy, addressing the natural gas aggregation effort.   

• A Resolution to authorize and direct the city manager to submit a grant application to the 
Ohio Department of Transportation for construction of a roundabout at the intersection of 
Far Hills Avenue (SR 48), Oakwood Avenue and Thruston Boulevard, often referred to as 
Five Points.  If you approve this resolution, we will see that the grant application is submitted 
by the August 31 deadline.   

• A Resolution to approve extended operating hours for Insomnia Cookies.  We have not 
received any complaints regarding the extended hours, which were approved on a trial basis 
last year.     
 
 



 
Enclosed are suggested “Introductions for Legislation.”   
 
An Oakwood Moment:  Anne will present “An Oakwood Moment” during the regular session on 
Monday.  It will highlight RTA.   
 
IMPORTANT COUNCIL DATES: 
   
 August 7, Monday, 2 p.m. – Executive Session (30 Park)  
 August 7, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 
 August 13, Sunday, 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. – Ice Cream Social (Shafor Park) 
 August 21, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 
 September 12, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – BRC (30 Park) 
 September 18, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 
 October 2, Monday, 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session (30 Park) 
 October 16, Monday, 5 p.m. – Work Session (30 Park) 
 October 17, Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. – BRC (30 Park) 
 
BUSINESS UPDATE: 

 
CITY MANAGER 

 
➢ Monday Work Session:  I, along with several staff members, will meet with Scott Knebel and 

Mark Johnson from 10 a.m. until the start of the 2 p.m. executive session.  After the executive 
session, we will break and then meet again for the 6:30 work session and 7:30 regular session. 
Enclosed are the agendas.  The executive session and work session will be in the second-floor 
training room.    
 

➢ Dr. Neil Gupta:  Enclosed is a nice Register article about Dr. Gupta.   
 

➢ Runnymede Playhouse:  Enclosed is a DDN article about the Oppenheimer movie… and the 
Manhattan Project work that was done in the Dayton Area.  It mentions the Runnymede 
Playhouse. 
 

FINANCE 
 
➢ Income Tax Receipts:  Enclosed is the July report showing that gross receipts are 1.69% ahead 

of July 2022 and net receipts are 1.55% ahead.   
 

➢ July Finance Report:  Enclosed are the July finance report and Cindy’s highlights memo.   
 

➢ Tax Renewal:  Enclosed is another DDN article about our 3.75 mill renewal issue. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

➢ Parking Citation: Enclosed is a Register letter to the editor expressing a complaint about a 
parking ticket.  We looked at the area and confirmed that it is adequately signed and the citation 
was warranted.  Captain Tanner will attend our work session on Monday and will address this 
matter.   

 
LEISURE SERVICES 

 
➢ Blanket Concert: The third and final Smith Gardens summer blanket concert is at 7 p.m. on 

Sunday.  Enclosed is a Register article.   
 
 



 
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS 

 
➢ Five Points Roundabout:   Enclosed are the following: 

• the citizen comments that we received this week.  
• a press release that we distributed this week. 
• an article and letter to the editor published in this week’s Register. 
• an article published in the DDN.   
• the draft question and response white paper posted today to our website.   

 
➢ 210 Shafor Building:  The new building constructed last year is proving to be very beneficial.  

It provides very useful and much needed work and storage space for all those employees that 
are engaged in community beautification.  It also freed up much needed space in the primary 
vehicle and equipment storage building. 

 

 
 

 
 
➢ Asphalt Resurfacing:  The repaving work was completed today.  All that remains is applying 

asphalt sealant along the curb and gutter lines. 
 

➢ Sidewalk, Curb & Apron Program:  Adleta is engaged in major concrete work around Harman 
School.  It will continue through next week. 
 
 



 
 

➢ Far Hills Storm Sewer Replacement:  The home at 1313 Far Hills was removed this week.  
Installation of storm sewer pipe will begin next week.  

 

 
 

➢ Private Fire Hydrants:  When we started the project two years ago to address annual testing 
and upgrading of private fire hydrants, we had 16 connected to our public water system.  
Through the process, seven private hydrants were removed.  Enclosed is a map showing the 
location of the remaining nine.  All nine comply with our fire hydrant standards. 
 

LAW 
 

➢ Teen Court:  Attached is the 2022/2023 Teen Court Report.  Teen Court Advisor Chris Conard 
will attend our September 18 council meeting and give a brief update. 

 
PLANNING & ZONING/PROPERTIES 

 
➢ July Home Sales:  Enclosed is the list of July sales showing that 96% sold above appraised value. 

   
 

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ENCLOSURE LIST 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDAS FOR MONDAY 
 
TRANSMITTALS NOTED WITHIN NEWSLETTER 
Minutes of Previous Meetings 
Legislation 
Introductions to Legislation 
Press Release, Email & Memo re:  Energy Aggregation 
Register article re:  Dr. Neil Gupta 
DDN article re:  Runnymede Playhouse 
July Income Tax Receipts 
July Finance Report & Highlights Memo 
DDN article re:  Tax Renewal 
Register article re:  Parking Citation 
Register article re:  Blanket Concert 
Five Points Citizen Comments  
Five Points Press Release 
Register & DDN articles re:  Five Points 
Five Points White Paper 
Private Fire Hydrant Map 
Teen Court Report 
July Home Sales 
  
  



 
 
 

CITY OF OAKWOOD 
COUNCIL AGENDA 

AUGUST 7, 2023 
 

7:30 P.M. 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
III. ROLL CALL 

 
IV. MINUTES OF JULY 17 REGULAR SESSION, WORK SESSION & EXECUTIVE 

SESSION 
 

V. STATUS REPORTS 
 

VI. VISITORS 
 

VII. LEGISLATION  
• A Resolution to participate on an opt-in basis in a municipal electric supply aggregation 

program, Mrs. Turben 
• A Resolution to authorize and direct the city manager to submit a grant application to the 

Ohio Department of Transportation for construction of a roundabout at the intersection 
of Far Hills Avenue (SR 48), Oakwood Avenue and Thruston Boulevard, often referred 
to as Five Points, Mr. Stephens 

• A Resolution to approve extended operating hours for Insomnia Cookies, Vice Mayor 
Byington   

 
VIII. AN OAKWOOD MOMENT 

 
IX. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

 
X. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 
XI. ADJOURN 

 
 

NEXT REGULAR SESSION SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 18, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRE/POST COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 

AUGUST 7, 2023 
 

• STATUS REPORTS 
 

• VISITORS 
 

• LEGISLATION  
o A Resolution to participate on an opt-in basis in a municipal electric supply aggregation 

program, Mrs. Turben 
o A Resolution to authorize and direct the city manager to submit a grant application to the 

Ohio Department of Transportation for construction of a roundabout at the intersection 
of Far Hills Avenue (SR 48), Oakwood Avenue and Thruston Boulevard, often referred 
to as Five Points, Mr. Stephens 

o A Resolution to approve extended operating hours for Insomnia Cookies, Vice Mayor 
Byington   
 

• AN OAKWOOD MOMENT 
 

• COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
o Court Liaison, Mrs. Hilton 
o Finance, Vice Mayor Byington 
o Law & Minutes, Mrs. Hilton 
o Planning & Zoning, Vice Mayor Byington 
o Public Properties, Mrs. Turben 
o Public Utilities/Waterworks/Sewer, Mrs. Turben 

▪ Far Hills Storm Sewer Reconstruction 
o Safety & Traffic, Mr. Stephens 
o Streets & Alleys, Mr. Stephens 

▪ 2023 Asphalt Resurfacing 
o Community Relations/Promotion/Appointments, Mayor Duncan 

 
• REGIONAL AGENCIES 

o MVCC, Mr. Stephens 
o MVRPC, Vice Mayor Byington 
o Mayors & Managers, Mayor Duncan 
o First Suburbs, Vice Mayor Byington 
o Oakwood Inclusion Coalition, Mr. Klopsch 

 
• BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

o Planning Commission, Vice Mayor Byington 
o Beautification Committee, Mr. Stephens 
o Sister City Association, Mrs. Hilton 
o Historical Society, Mrs. Turben 
o Board of Health, Mayor Duncan 

 
• MISCELLANEOUS 
 



MINUTES 
OAKWOOD CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

JULY 17, 2023 
 
The Council of the city of Oakwood, Ohio met in a work session on Monday, July 17, 2023 in the 
second-floor meeting room at the city building, 30 Park Avenue. The Mayor of the City, William 
Duncan, presided.   
 
Council members in attendance were Mayor William Duncan, Vice Mayor Steve Byington, 
Councilmember Rob Stephens, Councilmember Anne Hilton and Councilmember Leigh Turben.  
Staff in attendance were City Manager Norbert Klopsch and Law Director Rob Jacques. 
 
Mayor Duncan called the work session to order at 6:30 p.m. and moved that Council go to 
executive session for property matters.  Vice Mayor Byington seconded the motion.  Upon viva 
voce vote, motion passed.  At 6:58 p.m., Mayor Duncan concluded the executive session and 
Council entered work session.  Oakwood resident Michele Wilson joined the work session.   
 
Mayor Duncan then reviewed the agenda for the regular session this evening.  Thereafter, he led a 
discussion on the following agenda items:   
 
• STATUS REPORTS: Mayor Duncan noted that there are no scheduled status reports for the 

regular session this evening.   
 

• VISITORS:   
2023 May and June Beautification Award Winners:  Mayor Duncan mentioned that he will 
recognize recipients of the 2023 May and June Beautification Awards.    

 
• LEGISLATION: Council discussed the following items of legislation and the public hearing 

scheduled for the regular session this evening: 
o An Ordinance to place the 3.75 mill renewal tax levy on the November 7, 2023 ballot, 

Vice Mayor Byington  
o An Ordinance amending the process for appointing members to the Board of Dayton 

Regional Energy Special Improvement District, Vice Mayor Byington 
o A Resolution and public hearing to participate on an opt-in basis in a municipal electric 

supply aggregation program, Mrs. Turben 
o A Resolution to authorize and direct the Director of Finance to certify certain delinquent 

charges for cutting noxious weeds and nuisance plant material to the County Auditor for 
collection, Mr. Stephens 

 
• STAFF REPORT:  Mr. Klopsch noted that Public Safety Director Alan Hill will deliver a 

PowerPoint presentation at the regular session this evening. 
 

• AN OAKWOOD MOMENT:  Vice Mayor Byington shared that he will present the “Oakwood 
Moment” at the regular session highlighting sustainability measures in Oakwood.    
 

• COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
o Planning & Zoning, Vice Mayor Byington 

▪ Fence Code:  Mr. Klopsch commented on a request from an Oakwood property 
owner to allow for construction of a fence exceeding code height limits.  Mr. 
Jacques explained that the 2000 update to the Zoning Code eliminated variances 
for fence heights.  Staff would recommend against changing the code to again 
provide a procedure to request approval for a height variance.   



 
• REGIONAL AGENCIES 

o First Suburbs, Vice Mayor Byington 
▪ August 9 Networking Event:  Mr. Klopsch reminded Council of this event.  All 

Council members are invited to attend.   
 

At 7:24 p.m., Mayor Duncan concluded the work session and Council moved to regular session.   
 
 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Clerk of Council 



CITY OF OAKWOOD 
STATE OF OHIO 

JULY 17, 2023 
The Council of the city of Oakwood, State of Ohio, met in a work session and executive session 
at 6:30 p.m. in the second-floor training room of the city of Oakwood, 30 Park Avenue, Oakwood, 
Ohio, 45419.  Council then met in a regular session at 7:30 p.m. in the council chambers of the 
city of Oakwood.  
 
The meeting was streamed live from the Oakwood city website, telecast live on Cable Access 
Channel 6 and was available via remote teleconferencing utilizing the Zoom platform. 
 
The Mayor, Mr. William Duncan, presided, and the Clerk, Ms. Lori Stacel, recorded.  Mayor 
Duncan asked all present to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Upon call of the roll, the following members of Council responded to their names: 
 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN............................................PRESENT 
 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ...............................................PRESENT 
 MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS............................................PRESENT 
 MRS. ANNE S. HILTON ...................................................PRESENT 
 MRS. LEIGH TURBEN .....................................................PRESENT 
 
Officers of the City present were the following: 

Mr. Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager 
Mr. Robert F. Jacques, City Attorney 
Ms. Carol Collins, Leisure Services Director 
Chief Alan Hill, Public Safety Director 
Ms. Lori Stacel, Clerk of Council 
 

The following in-person visitors registered:  
Judy Cook, 927 Far Hills Avenue #4 
Michael Kossol, 1001 Runnymede Road 
Lauren Randall, 251 Hathaway Road 
Tom & Nancy Thickel, 100 Lookout Drive 
Alison & Tim Benford, 132 Greenmount Boulevard 
Michele Wilson, 306 East Drive 
The Ellis-Barrentine Family, 420 Peach Orchard Avenue 
The Gillis Family, 800 Harman Avenue 
Amanda Malusky Krauss, 269 Volusia Avenue 
Brian Barr, Oakwood Register 

 
The following Zoom visitors attended via remote teleconference:   

Michael (no last name provided) 
 
Mrs. Hilton advised Council she had read the meeting minutes of the June 5, 2023 regular session, 
work session and executive session.  Mrs. Hilton reported she found the minutes correct and 
complete.  Therefore, it was moved by Mrs. Hilton and seconded by Mr. Stephens that the minutes 
of the sessions of Council aforementioned be approved as written and the reading thereof at this 
session be dispensed with.  Upon a viva voce vote on the question of the motion, same passed 
unanimously and it was so ordered. 
 
STATUS REPORTS – NONE  
 
VISITORS 
2023 May and June Beautification Award Winners – Mayor Duncan explained that a video will 
be shown highlighting all the winners and then he will present certificates to those who are at the 
meeting.  The following properties were recognized and shown in the video:   
 
Shannon & Tracy Morgan, 407 Volusia Avenue; Thomas & Nancy Thickel, 100 Lookout Drive; 
Dr. and Mrs. William  Randall, 251 Hathaway Road; Ryan & Megan Schroeder, 422 Telford 
Avenue; Ron & Tina Moore, 317 E. Peach Orchard Avenue; Ward & Elizabeth Barrentine, 420 E. 
Peach Orchard Avenue; Matt Murrell, 244 Orchard Drive; Ryan & Sarah Larman, 2424 Shroyer 
Road; Harriet Meehan, 4 Beverly Place; Timothy & Alison Benford, 132 Greenmount Boulevard; 
John & Allyson Danis, 1405 Woodstock Drive; William & Amy Martin, 1430 Raleigh Road; Dr. 
John & Dr. Sarah Gillis, 800 Harman Avenue; Nickolay & Maria Markov, 1120 Harman Avenue; 
John & Shannon Powell, 525 Maysfield Road; Michael & Kyla Guy, 337 Oak Forest Drive; 
Melvin Parada & Ariel Batungbacal, 144 Patterson Road; Christopher & Trisha Donaldson, 357 
Forrer Boulevard; John & Jill Basom, 2222 Shafor Boulevard; Michael & Patricia Ridenour, 301 
Claranna Avenue; Gary & Darcy Plunkett, 331 Fairforest Circle; and Michael & Allyson Kessel, 
1001 Runnymede Road. 
 



LEGISLATION 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
              BY VICE MAYOR BYINGTON  NO 4981 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE 
QUESTION OF A RENEWAL TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF THE TEN-
MILL LIMITATION FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND THE GENERAL 
OPERATION OF THE CITY. 

 
A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to 
introduction, was read by title. 
 
Vice Mayor Byington explained that the city has an existing 3.75 mill property tax levy, first 
approved by Oakwood voters in 2013 and renewed in 2018.  It is due to expire this year.  At the 
June meeting, Council took the first legislative step to put this matter on the ballot for renewal, 
and this ordinance is the second and final step.  It is important to note that since this is a renewal 
instead of a new levy, it will maintain the current level of property taxation and will not increase 
property taxes.    
 
Thereupon, it was moved by Vice Mayor Byington and seconded by Mrs. Hilton that the second 
reading be waived and that the ordinance be passed tonight. 
 
Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 
 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN...................................YEA 
 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ......................................YEA 
 MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS...................................YEA 
 MRS. ANNE HILTON ..............................................YEA  
 MRS. LEIGH TURBEN ............................................YEA 

 
There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 
passed and it was so ordered. 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
              BY VICE MAYOR BYINGTON  NO 4982 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4907 TO 
ESTABLISH A PROCESS FOR APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE 
BOARD OF THE DAYTON REGIONAL ENERGY SPECIAL 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT. 
 

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to 
introduction, was read by title. 
 
Vice Mayor Byington explained that Ohio law allows municipalities to participate in special 
improvement districts that allow property owners to finance the cost of certain improvements 
through special assessments. Oakwood has been a participant in the Dayton Regional Energy 
Special Improvement District (“Dayton ESID”) since 2020. 
 
By law, a special improvement district is overseen by a Board of Directors, and each participating 
jurisdiction must appoint a person to serve on that board.  Council’s original appointee was Jennifer 
Wilder, who was the city’s Director of Personnel and Properties at the time but is no longer 
employed by the city of Oakwood.   
 
The original appointing ordinance, Ordinance No. 4907, did not specify a procedure for amending 
the appointment from time to time.  Therefore, in order to avoid having to amend Ordinance No. 
4907 every time Council wishes to make a new appointment, this resolution has a single 
amendment that will allow future appointments to be made by resolution.  This is a procedural 
adjustment only and does not materially change any aspect of the city’s participation in the Dayton 
ESID. 
 
If approved this ordinance will take effect in 30 days, and a resolution will then be introduced at 
the September Council meeting to make the city’s next appointment. 
 
Thereupon, it was moved by Vice Mayor Byington and seconded by Mr. Stephens that the second 
reading be waived and that the ordinance be passed tonight. 
 
Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 
 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN...................................YEA 
 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ......................................YEA 
 MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS...................................YEA 



 MRS. ANNE HILTON ..............................................YEA  
 MRS. LEIGH TURBEN ............................................YEA 

 
There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 
passed and it was so ordered. 
 

RESOLUTION 
              BY MRS. TURBEN    NO 1909 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PLAN OF OPERATION AND 
GOVERNANCE FOR THE MIAMI VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS 
COUNCIL RETAIL ELECTRIC SUPPLY AGGREGATION PROGRAM, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF JOINTLY ESTABLISHING AND 
IMPLEMENTING THE SAME FOR THE CITY OF OAKWOOD. 
 

A copy of the resolution, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to 
introduction, was read by title. 
 
Mrs. Turben explained this is a resolution for the city of Oakwood to join the electric supply 
aggregation program recently launched by the Miami Valley Communications Council 
(“MVCC”). 
 
With the move to deregulate public utilities in the early 2000s, which was intended to promote 
competition and lower costs, there have been two ways for utility customers to obtain electric or 
natural gas supply.  The default is to pay the “standard choice offer” rate charged by the utility 
company that delivers electricity and natural gas in their area, which for Oakwood is AES for 
electricity and CenterPoint for natural gas. The alternative is to sign up with a third-party supplier, 
which can be done on an individual basis or via a governmental aggregation program.  These 
programs allow cities to negotiate competitive rates with third-party suppliers who provide 
electricity or natural gas to retail utility customers. In 2003, Oakwood voters authorized the city to 
participate in utility aggregation, if a suitable program became available.   
 
Currently, Oakwood does not have its own aggregation program but is a member of MVCC, which 
is in the process of developing aggregation programs for both electricity and natural gas.  MVCC’s 
electric aggregation program is currently up and running, and the natural gas program is anticipated 
to begin this fall.  As an MVCC member community, Oakwood is permitted to join these programs.  
The advantage of joining MVCC is the larger group size, which gives additional bargaining 
leverage due to economies of scale. 
 
MVCC’s program is primarily offered on an OPT-OUT basis, which means residents in 
participating communities are automatically enrolled in the program unless they take affirmative 
steps to opt-out.  However, communities may also join on an OPT-IN basis, meaning that no one 
is enrolled automatically; they must enroll themselves.  Oakwood City Council has discussed this 
extensively in work sessions and believes that the best approach for our city is to join on an OPT-
IN basis.  In this way, individual residents will make their own deliberate choice on whether to: 1) 
opt into the MVCC program; 2) stay with the “standard choice offer”; or 3) choose their own third-
party supplier. 
 
In order to join the MVCC program, state law requires Council to hold two public hearings and 
approve the Plan of Operation and Governance for the MVCC electric aggregation program.  This 
resolution is being introduced tonight and will then hold the first public hearing.  The second public 
hearing and vote on the resolution will be held at Council’s August 7 meeting. 
 
Mayor Duncan explained the public hearing procedure.  He then asked Law Director Rob Jacques 
to comment on the MVCC aggregation program. 
 
Mr. Jacques shared that electric deregulation happened in the early 2000s.  Before the deregulation, 
a single payment for delivery and supply (infrastructure) was made to local monopolies, such as 
Dayton Power & Light.  Deregulation allowed consumers to unbundle their services and pay for 
delivery (hardware) and supply (electricity) separately.  Even though aggregation has been 
available, many communities determined that there was not a need for aggregation until recently 
when the supply costs rose substantially.  Energy consumers have the option to choose where they 
purchase their electricity.  They can continue with their current service provider, choose a new 
provider, or participate in a government aggregation program.  The Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio's “Apples to Apples” website tool provides a comparison of current natural gas and electric 
supplier price options and contract terms from a variety of third-party natural gas and electricity 
sellers.  A governmental aggregation program can be an effective way for a large group of 
consumers to get exclusive pricing on their utility services.  The Ohio Municipal League (OML) 
and MVCC partnered with Palmer Energy Company to build and manage a governmental electric 
aggregation program.   The program will initially be a two-year contract period, including the 
remainder of this year and then 2024 and 2025 with a locked-in rate.  The provider chosen for this 



program, based on a competitive RFP process, is a company called “Energy Harbor.”  The program 
will cover more than 80,000 customers to save approximately $30 per month on electric bills on 
average, in comparison to the current AES standard offer.  It is important to note that the average 
residential household considers very small and very large households so the savings could vary.  
All residential and most commercial businesses in Oakwood would be able to participate in the 
program.  Oakwood would be joining on an “OPT-IN” basis, meaning that no one is enrolled 
automatically or forced to participate.   
 
Mayor Duncan opened the public hearing.   
 
There were no visitors wishing to testify.   
 
Mayor Duncan closed the public hearing.   
 
 

RESOLUTION 
              BY MR. STEPHENS    NO 1910 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE DIRECTOR OF 
FINANCE TO CERTIFY CERTAIN DELINQUENT CHARGES FOR 
CUTTING NOXIOUS WEEDS AND NUISANCE PLANT MATERIAL 
TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR FOR COLLECTION. 
 

A copy of the resolution, having been placed on the desks of each member of Council prior to 
introduction, was read by title. 
 
Mr. Stephens explained that each year, the city incurs costs for mowing and clearing overgrown 
yards and removing nuisance plant material when owners do not take care of their property.  The 
city bills property owners for those costs and most of them pay.  For those who do not pay, this is 
our annual resolution to certify the costs to the County Auditor so they can be added to the tax bill 
for each property.  This certification includes six properties at a total outstanding dollar amount of 
$1,925.07. 
 
Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Stephens and seconded by Mrs. Hilton that the resolution be 
passed. 
 
Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 
 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN...................................YEA 
 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ......................................YEA 
 MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS...................................YEA 
 MRS. ANNE HILTON ..............................................YEA  
 MRS. LEIGH TURBEN ............................................YEA 

 
There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said resolution was declared duly 
passed and it was so ordered. 
 
STAFF REPORT  
Public Safety Department Presentation:  Chief Alan Hill, Public Safety Director, referenced a 
PowerPoint presentation and updated Council on the following topics:  Crisis Now; Capital 
Improvements; Personnel Changes; PSAP Compliance; Use of Force Stats; Recent City of Dayton 
Incident; ISO Rating; Good Choice Tickets; Fraud/Identify Theft; ACORN Program and the 
Citizen Police Academy.   
 
Crisis Now is a resource that launched last year and is available to the community.  Crisis Now is 
a 24/7 local call center designed to help anyone in the community who is experiencing a mental 
health or substance abuse crisis.  The call center provides immediate services to anyone in need 
and if deemed appropriate, Crisis Now has the ability to dispatch a mobile response team with a 
licensed clinician to assist any person in need.  Undiagnosed and untreated mental illness is a huge 
concern not just for our region, but for the nation.  It can lead to many other issues such as drug 
abuse, domestic violence, suicide or attempted suicide and criminal activity.   
 
Chief Hill highlighted capital improvements planned for this year and next year.  The Public Safety 
Department will be purchasing a 2024 Chevy EV Blazer and entering into the all-electric police 
vehicle market.  The vehicles are available for order this summer and are scheduled for production 
during the first quarter of 2024.  Medic 26 will be replaced after nearly 20 years of service life. 
Over the past several years, the medic is starting to experience periodic and ongoing maintenance 
issues that can result in the medic unit being out of service for extended periods of time while 
being repaired.  The current lead time for ordering and taking delivery of a new medic is 
approximately 18 months, so the plan is to order a replacement unit in early 2024 with anticipation 
of summer/fall 2025 delivery.   
 



Public Safety Officer Glen Evans retired after 16 years of service with the city of Oakwood.  Public 
Safety Officer Joe Dues was hired on March 20.  He arrived as a fully certified public safety officer 
with significant experience in police/fire/EMS.  
 
In May 2016, the state of Ohio implemented 19 standards for all Public Safety Answering Points 
(PSAP).  All dispatch centers were required to achieve compliance within two years from the date 
of adoption.  Some standards were put into place to challenge the viability of individual dispatch 
centers and to promote regional dispatch centers.  Montgomery County PSAPs are audited for 
compliance and Oakwood continues to be in full compliance with the standards required for 
operating a PSAP. In May 2019, Montgomery County PSAPs were audited for initial compliance 
by the Ohio Department of Administrative Services Ohio 9-1-1 Program Office.  Oakwood was 
found to be in full compliance with the standards required for operating a PSAP.   This process is 
ongoing. In early 2023, compliance documents were again submitted, and Oakwood remains in 
full PSAP compliance. 
 
Year-to-date, there has been only one incident where the use of force was required.   The low 
number of use of force incidents in Oakwood is a testament to the professionalism and de-
escalation skills of Oakwood’s Public Safety Officers patrolling streets every day.   
 
On June 17, police responded to the Davis-Linden Building in the city of Dayton on what was 
initially reported as a fight.  The call was then upgraded to a shooting, and then an active shooter.  
Oakwood responded on a mutual aid basis with multiple units.  Chief Hill commended Public 
Safety Officer Jeff Watkins and Public Safety Officer Rob Wilson for their response to this 
incident.  The Oakwood officers were one of the first responding units from an outside agency on 
the scene immediately after the shooting. 
 
On May 29, the city received its updated ISO (Insurance Services Office) rating.  The city’s rating 
improved from a Class 3 to a Class 2 rating.  Class 1 represents superior property fire protection 
capability, and Class 10 would indicate the fire suppression program does not meet ISO’s 
minimum criteria.  This Class 2 rating places our city inside the top 7% of all agencies in the state 
of Ohio. 
 
The Oakwood Public Safety Department is once again issuing “Good Choice Tickets.”  The 
program is designed to recognize Oakwood’s youth for making good choices such as using a 
crosswalk, wearing a bicycle helmet, or looking both ways before crossing the street.  This is a 
good way for the officers to interact and acknowledge youths for making good choices.   
 
Fraud continues to be a major problem. The Federal Trade Commission’s 2022 snapshot review 
reports 2.4 million fraud reports in 2022 totaling almost 9 billion in total loss.  Although the 
number of reports was down from 2021 to 2022, the amount of total loss increased by 2.7 billion 
from 6.1 to 8.88.  Chief Hill shared some tips to help prevent fraudulent activity:  lock your 
financial documents and records in a safe place at home and lock your wallet or purse in a safe 
place at work. Keep your information secure from workers and contractors;  before you share 
information at your workplace, a business, your child's school, or a doctor's office, ask why they 
need it, how they will safeguard it, and the consequences of not sharing it; shred receipts, credit 
offers, credit applications, insurance forms, physician statements, checks, bank statements, expired 
charge cards, and similar documents when no longer needed and consider placing a “credit freeze” 
on your credit report with the major credit bureaus. Also known as a security freeze, this tool lets 
you restrict access to your credit report, which in turn makes it more difficult for identity thieves 
to open new accounts in your name.   If you are a victim or suspect you are a victim of identity 
theft, contact the Oakwood Safety Department as soon as possible to speak with an officer.  The 
city’s website has a lot of information to help prevent, recognize, and report scams and fraud.   
 
At a recent Global Fraud Conference, the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE) 
presented the annual Chapter of the Year Award (Small Market) to the Southwest Ohio Chapter.  
Founded in 1993, the Southwest Ohio ACFE Chapter is one of 196 ACFE global chapters.   
 
The Southwest Ohio Chapter consists of about 100 members with many being Certified Fraud 
Examiners (CFEs), which is the ACFE’s highest credential.   These trained professionals often 
specialize in various types of fraud including individual fraud, fraud internal to organizations, or 
fraud external to organizations.  The current chapter president is Oakwood resident Amanda 
Malusky-Krauss, who was in attendance tonight.  Chief Hill congratulated Ms. Malusky-Krauss 
and her team.    He shared that she will be invited to share a few words about the program after his 
report.   
 
Mayor Duncan noted that Ms. Malusky-Krauss is also a member of the Oakwood Budget Review 
Committee and is a Certified Public Accountant.   
 



On March 1, 2019, the Safety Department implemented the ACORN (Assisting and Contributing 
to Oakwood Resident Needs) program.  The program is designed to assist residents in times of 
emergency and provide peace of mind through proactive community outreach, implementing 
safety plans, and advocating for the well-being of Oakwood’s senior and at-risk population. Over 
the next several months, the Safety Department will make a significant effort to grow the ACORN 
program.  Chief Hill noted that former Mayor Judy Cook was in attendance to say a few words 
about the program after his presentation.   
 
The Oakwood Public Safety Department will host its sixth Citizen Police Academy (CPA) in 
September 2023. The CPA is a 10-week program that meets for two hours, one night per week, 
covering the following topics:  Safety Department Introduction/Orientation; Patrol Operations; 
Traffic Enforcement; Use of Force; Active Shooter Training; Evidence Collection and Processing; 
and Fire Prevention / Education.  The CPA is free of charge and is open to any Oakwood resident 
or individual working within the city of Oakwood. The September program is already full.   
 
Chief Hill invited Ms. Malusky-Krauss to share some information about the Association of 
Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE.)   
 
Ms. Malusky Krauss shared that she is in her fifth year as President of the Southwest Ohio Chapter.  
She shared that her career of conducting fraud investigations is how she became president of the 
ACFE.  ACFE is a global entity with 90,000 members located in almost every country around the 
world.  The members are essentially fraud fighters helping to stop frauds of all kinds.  The 
Southwest Ohio Chapter is one of 196 Chapters, so it was very exciting to compete with chapters 
all around the world and then be presented with the Chapter of the Year Award.   
 
Mrs. Cook shared that she has lived in Oakwood for many years and has total respect for and trust 
of the Oakwood Public Safety Department.  When she found out that the Public Safety Department 
created and was overseeing the ACORN program, she happily signed up to be a member.  She said 
that as an independent senior resident, it is reassuring to know that the Public Safety Department 
can access her home in case of an emergency.  She explained that the program supports seniors 
and at-risk citizens, and is a significant addition to the Oakwood community.    
 
Mrs. Hilton asked if Mrs. Cook was also referring to the Key File Program. 
 
Chief Hill answered yes.  He said that the Public Safety Department maintains a secure key file in 
the dispatch office for residential property owners that wish to provide a key in case they are locked 
out or have other emergencies that require quick entry into the home. 
 
Mrs. Hilton asked how many residents participate in the program.   
 
Chief Hill shared that they have around 300 keys on file.   
 
Mayor Duncan thanked the Public Safety Department for the extensive research on electric 
vehicles.  He then thanked Chief Hill for his presentation.   
 
AN OAKWOOD MOMENT 
Vice Mayor Byington highlighted sustainability measures in Oakwood.   
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT – Mr. Klopsch reported on the following: 
 
Mr. Klopsch shared some recent personnel changes.  Code Enforcement Officer Ethan Kroger was 
promoted to the position of Planning and Zoning Manager.  Sangita Anand was hired as the Human 
Resources Manager.  They will be invited to a future council meeting for introductions.   
 
There are approximately 50 residential solar power generating systems installed in Oakwood.  The 
Planning and Zoning Department welcomes anyone who is interested in obtaining a permit for 
solar power systems.   
 
The Public Works Department is engaged in resurfacing roadways in the north end of Oakwood, 
most notably E. Schantz Avenue from Lookout Drive to Far Hills Avenue.  Barring any unforeseen 
inclement weather, the project should be done by the end of this week.   
 
Mr. Klopsch thanked the community for their compliance with the yard debris disposal regulations.  
There are noticeably fewer incidents of yard debris being improperly placed in the roadway.   
 
The annual Sidewalk, Curb and Driveway Apron project began last week.  Work is being done 
around Harman School and will be completed before school begins in the fall.  Work will also be 
done in the southwest corner of Oakwood. 
 



The work on Far Hills Avenue will continue with the repair of stormwater inlets and the 
replacement of numerous sections of concrete roadway curbing.  This work will take place over 
the next few months in advance of the 2024 Far Hills Avenue resurfacing. 
 
A large storm sewer replacement project is underway on Far Hills Avenue.  The home at 1313 Far 
Hills Avenue will be demolished next week and the lot will then serve as a materials and equipment 
staging area for the contractor while they complete the storm sewer replacement.  There are no 
current plans for the reuse of this property, but the new sewer is being aligned along the south 
property line so that the majority of land could be used for a new home or greenspace.     
 
Mr. Klopsch estimated that around 200 people attended the Five Points intersection open house 
events.  He thanked everyone that attended.   The feedback that has been received so far is mixed 
regarding the potential roundabout at the Five Points intersection.   
 
Mr. Klopsch noted that he was told when he started working in Oakwood that people move to 
Oakwood for the schools, and stay in Oakwood for public safety.  He said that this still remains 
true today.  He complimented Chief Hill and the Public Safety Department for their service.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS  
Mrs. Turben shared that The Oakwood Historical Society has been selected as one of two of the 
2023 Wick Wright recipients by the National Aviation Heritage Alliance.  The Wick Wright 
Award honors an individual or organization for outstanding support of a National Aviation 
Heritage area partner and The Oakwood Historical Society was nominated by Dayton History for 
its support for the Wright at Home program.  The award ceremony is on August 8 at Wright State 
University.  Mrs. Turben congratulated The Oakwood Historical Society board members and 
volunteers.   
 
Vice Mayor Byington congratulated the beautification award winners.  He shared that he moved 
to Oakwood because of the diversity and uniqueness of the architectural styles.  The pride that 
everyone has in their property ownership is truly amazing.  He shared that Mr. Klopsch and Mr. 
Jacques planned to participate in a “Native Garden Event” at Wright Library before it was 
cancelled due to inclement weather.  Mr. Jacques explained that the City was to host a table at the 
event to share information about the sustainability efforts in Oakwood.  The event will be 
rescheduled.  Vice Mayor Byington encouraged people to vote early for the August special 
election.   
 
Mayor Duncan noted that Oakwood celebrated its centennial 15 years ago.  He congratulated Mr. 
Klopsch and his staff for taking a long-term view of all the infrastructure needs in the community 
both above ground and below ground.   
 
The public meeting concluded at 8:58 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
        MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 















































































































A RESOLUTION 
 
   BY                              NO   ___________  
 
 TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT AN 

APPLICATION FOR OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) 
HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (HSIP) GRANT FUNDING 
IN CONNECTION WITH A PROPOSED ROUNDABOUT PROJECT AT THE 
FIVE POINTS INTERSECTION; AND TO PROVIDE SUCH RELATED 
INFORMATION AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO EVALUATE THE SAME. 

 
WHEREAS, last year, the city commissioned a traffic signal study with the primary purpose of 
developing a long-range plan for major capital improvements to Oakwood’s traffic signal system 
as much of the system will reach the end of its useful life over the next 5-10 years; and 
 
WHEREAS, over the past few months, the study focused on the Far Hills Avenue (State Route 
48), Oakwood Avenue, and Thruston Boulevard intersection, often referred to as Five Points.  
The Five Points intersection is the most complex traffic intersection in Oakwood, and its design 
is central to the safe and efficient movement of traffic through the city.  It also has pedestrian 
traffic at certain times, which requires the safest possible intersection design; and 
 
WHEREAS, between April and July 2023, the city communicated with the Oakwood community 
on multiple occasions via mailings, press releases, public meetings, and website postings to share 
information about the traffic signal study and the study of the Five Points intersection, including 
the possible conversion of that intersection from a traditional traffic signal to a roundabout; and  
 
WHEREAS, included with the communications was information about the possibility of 
obtaining state and/or federal grant money to pay for a majority of the costs to build a 
roundabout, in the event that the city council votes to proceed with the project; and 
 
WHEREAS, major considerations on whether to build the roundabout include the impact on 
public safety and the project cost; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, 
OHIO, THAT: 
 
SECTION I. 
The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to submit an Application for Financial 
Assistance to ODOT under the Highway Safety Improvement Program in connection with a Five 
Points Roundabout Project; to provide such information as may be requested by the 
administrator(s) thereof; and to execute such documents and agreements as may be necessary and 
appropriate to pursue grant funding hereunder. 
 
SECTION II. 
It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating 
to the passage of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that all 
deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in 
compliance with all legal requirements including §121.22, Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, this ____day of ______________, 
2023. 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Clerk of Council 
 
 
TO THE CLERK: 
Publication of this resolution is not required.  
 
       __________________________ 
       City Attorney 



 

 

A RESOLUTION 
 

BY:       NO.     
 

AMENDING THE SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR EXTENDED OPERATING HOURS 
PREVIOUSLY GRANTED TO INSOMNIA COOKIES, 6 OAKWOOD AVENUE, 
UNIT C, PURSUANT TO APPLICATION 22-3, CONVERTING THE SAME FROM 
“TRIAL BASIS” STATUS TO PERMANENT. 

 
 
WHEREAS, Insomnia Cookies opened in May 2022 as a permitted business use (bakery) located 
at 6 Oakwood Avenue, Unit C, which is within the zoning district known as the Neighborhood 
Business District (NBD); and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Oakwood Zoning Code, permitted operating hours within the NBD 
are 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., unless otherwise authorized by Special Use permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, in August 2022, Council adopted Resolution No. 1897, approving a Special Use 
permit for Insomnia Cookies whereby: 
 

• Retail operations may be open until 10:00 p.m. on Sunday through Thursday evenings, 
and until 11:00 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays; and 

• Delivery operations may be extended until 2:00 a.m., seven days a week; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to concerns about potential foot traffic and noise, which Council considered 
speculative but not unfounded, Resolution No. 1897 stipulated that the Special Use permit was 
granted on a trial basis, subject to reevaluation by Council at its August 2023 regular meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, city staff has reported to Council that in the intervening year of operation, no 
complaints have been received with regard to extended hours at Insomnia Cookies;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, 
STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 
 
SECTION I. 
Council has reevaluated the Special Use permit for extended operating hours at Insomnia Cookies, 
6 Oakwood Avenue, Unit C, and hereby finds and determines that no complaints have been 
received regarding the same and that a continued trial period is no longer warranted. 
 
SECTION II. 
Resolution No. 1897 shall be and hereby is amended to terminate the “trial basis” condition and to 
make the hours granted therein permanent, as if approved without conditions. 
 
SECTION III. 
The Planning and Zoning Department is hereby directed to issue an updated Special Use permit to 
the applicant consistent with this resolution. 
 
SECTION IV. 
It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating 
to the passage of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all 
deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in 
meetings open to the public, if required, in compliance with all legal requirements including Ohio 
Revised Code, Sec. 121.22. 
 
SECTION V. 
This Resolution shall be and remain in effect upon its passage. 
 
 
PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, this ___ day of 
________________, 2023. 
 
              
      Mayor William D. Duncan 
 
 



 

 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Clerk of Council 
 
 
TO THE CLERK:  
 
No publication is required. 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      City Attorney Robert F. Jacques 



Introductions for Legislation 
8/7/2023 Council Meeting 

 
 
Mrs. Turben 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PLAN OF OPERATION AND GOVERNANCE FOR 
THE MIAMI VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL RETAIL ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
AGGREGATION PROGRAM, FOR THE PURPOSE OF JOINTLY ESTABLISHING AND 
IMPLEMENTING THE SAME FOR THE CITY OF OAKWOOD. 
 
This is the second reading of a resolution to join the electric supply aggregation program recently 
launched by the Miami Valley Communications Council (“MVCC”). 
 
With the move to deregulate public utilities in the early 2000’s, which was intended to promote 
competition and lower costs, there have been two ways for utility customers to obtain electric or 
natural gas supply.  The default is to pay the “standard choice offer” rate charged by the utility 
company that delivers electricity and natural gas in their area, which for us is AES for electricity 
and CenterPoint for natural gas. The alternative is to sign up with a third-party supplier, which 
can be done on an individual basis or via a governmental aggregation program.  These programs 
allow cities to negotiate competitive rates with third-party suppliers who provide electricity or 
natural gas to retail utility customers. In 2003 Oakwood voters authorized the city to participate 
in utility aggregation, if a suitable program became available.   
 
Currently Oakwood does not have its own aggregation program but is a member of MVCC, 
which is in the process of developing aggregation programs for both electricity and natural gas.  
MVCC’s electric aggregation program is currently up and running, and the natural gas program 
is anticipated to begin in 2024.  As an MVCC member community, Oakwood is permitted to join 
these programs.  The advantage of joining MVCC is the larger group size, which gives additional 
bargaining leverage due to economies of scale. 
 
MVCC’s program is primarily offered on an OPT-OUT basis, which means residents in 
participating communities are automatically enrolled in the program unless they take affirmative 
steps to opt out.  However, communities may also join on an OPT-IN basis, meaning that no one 
is enrolled automatically; they must enroll themselves.  Oakwood City Council has discussed this 
extensively in work sessions and believes that the best approach for our city is to join on an 
OPT-IN basis.  In this way, individual residents will make their own deliberate choice on 
whether to: 1) opt into the MVCC program; 2) stay with the “standard choice offer”; or 3) 
choose their own third-party supplier. 
 
In order to join the MVCC program, state law requires Council to hold two public hearings and 
approve the Plan of Operation and Governance for the MVCC electric aggregation program.  
The first public hearing was held at the July 17 meeting.  The second public hearing and vote on 
the resolution will be held tonight. 
 
At this time, I turn it over to Mayor Duncan to conduct the public hearing. 
 

(MAYOR DUNCAN CONDUCTS THE HEARING: 
 



As Council member Turben noted, Council is required to 
hold two public hearings before adopting a resolution to 
join the MVCC electric aggregation program.  We held 
the first one last month, and this is the second. 
 
Before we begin, I’d like to go over the procedure for the 
hearing, which will follow our usual format: 
 
• I will start by asking Law Director Rob Jacques to 
comment briefly on the MVCC aggregation program.   
 
• Thereafter, I will open the “public hearing” portion 
of the meeting to take public testimony.  We will start with 
anyone who wishes to speak IN SUPPORT of the 
aggregation plan, and then we will hear from anyone who 
wishes to speak AGAINST it.   
 
• When the public testimony has concluded, we will 
close tonight’s public hearing.  Council will then 
deliberate and vote on the resolution. 
 
Before opening the public hearing, I would like to ask the 
Law Director to swear in those who wish to testify 
tonight.  (LAW DIRECTOR WILL SWEAR IN 
WITNESSES EN MASSE.) 
 
Mr. Jacques, please tell us about the MVCC aggregation 
program. 
 



I now open the public hearing.  Is there anyone here who 
wishes to speak IN SUPPORT OF the aggregation plan? 
 
Is there anyone here who wishes to speak AGAINST the 
plan? 
 
I now close the public hearing.   
 
[Deliberations (if needed)] 
 
Mrs. Turben, would you like to make a motion? 
 
 
Motion:  I move that Council adopt this resolution tonight. 
 
 
 
Mr. Stephens 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT AN 
APPLICATION FOR OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) HIGHWAY 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (HSIP) GRANT FUNDING IN CONNECTION WITH 
A PROPOSED ROUNDABOUT PROJECT AT THE FIVE POINTS INTERSECTION; AND 
TO PROVIDE SUCH RELATED INFORMATION AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO 
EVALUATE THE SAME. 
 
Last year, the city commissioned a traffic signal study with the primary purpose of developing a 
long-range plan for major capital improvements to Oakwood’s traffic signal system as much of 
the system will reach the end of its useful life over the next 5-10 years.  Over the past few 
months, the study focused on the Far Hills Avenue (State Route 48), Oakwood Avenue, and 
Thruston Boulevard intersection, often referred to as Five Points.  The Five Points intersection is 
the most complex traffic intersection in Oakwood, and its design is central to the safe and 
efficient movement of traffic through the city.  It also has pedestrian traffic at certain times, 
which requires the safest possible intersection design. 
 
Between April and July of this year, the city communicated with the Oakwood citizens and the 
general public on multiple occasions via mailings, press releases, public meetings, open house 
events, and website postings to share information about the traffic signal study and the study of 
the Five Points intersection, including the possible conversion of that intersection from a 
traditional traffic signal to a roundabout.  Included with the communications was information 
about the possibility of obtaining state and/or federal grant money to pay for a majority of the 
costs to build a roundabout, in the event that the city council votes to proceed with the project. 
 
 



The two major considerations on whether to build the roundabout are the impact on public safety 
and the project cost.  We believe that the traffic engineering shows that a roundabout at Five 
Points will enhance the safety of the intersection for all users, including vehicles, pedestrians and 
cyclists.  What we do not know is how the construction of a roundabout would impact our city 
budget.  Submitting the grant application will answer that question. 
 
Motion:  I move that Council adopt this resolution. 
 
 
 
Vice Mayor Byington 
 
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR EXTENDED 
OPERATING HOURS PREVIOUSLY GRANTED TO INSOMNIA COOKIES, 6 OAKWOOD 
AVENUE, UNIT C, PURSUANT TO APPLICATION 22-3, CONVERTING THE SAME 
FROM “TRIAL BASIS” STATUS TO PERMANENT. 
 
Last year, Insomnia Cookies applied for a Special Use permit to allow late-night hours beyond 
what is normally allowed in the Neighborhood Business zoning district.  After hearings before 
the Planning Commission and Council, we approved extended hours as follows: 
 

• RETAIL operations may be open until 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday, and 
until 11:00 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays; and 

 
• DELIVERY operations were approved until 2:00 a.m., seven days a week. 

 
At the time, Council was concerned about the potential for noise and other late-night 
disturbances, but Insomnia Cookies was new to the neighborhood and our concerns were 
speculative.  For that reason, we granted a conditional approval of the Special Use permit on a 12 
month trial basis, and agreed to reevaluate the situation in August of 2023…which brings us to 
the present.   
 
I am pleased to report that after a year of operation, city staff has received zero complaints about 
the extended hours at Insomnia Cookies.  They appear to be making an effort to be a good 
neighbor and they happen to sell excellent cookies.  The resolution I am introducing will 
eliminate the conditional “trial basis” part of their Special Use permit, converting it to a regular 
permit. 
 
 Motion:  I move that Council adopt this resolution. 
 





























                        Financial Reports 
   

                                             
 

                                     thru the Month of July 
                                  Fiscal Year 2023 



Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances
for the period ended July 31, 2023
GENERAL CITY SERVICES FUNDS

# Fund
Name

 Beginning 
Unencumbered

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Beginning
Cash

Balance 

 Y-T-D Total
Receipts 

 Available
Funds 

 Y-T-D Total
Disbursements 

 Ending
Cash

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Ending
Unencumbered

Balance 

 Change in
Cash

Balance 

 Change in
Unencumbered

Balance 

General Fund
101 General 9,305,059            80,227                 9,385,286            10,320,473          19,705,759          10,679,958          9,025,801            537,411               8,488,390            (359,485)              (816,669)              

Major Operating Funds
220 Street Maintenance and Repair 500,000               54,257                 554,257               958,136               1,512,393            852,389               660,004               160,004               500,000               105,747               -                       

228 Leisure Activity 500,000               18,680                 518,680               789,562               1,308,242            631,761               676,481               176,481               500,000               157,801               -                       

230 Health 154,819               583                      155,402               143,583               298,985               96,780                 202,205               12,252                 189,953               46,803                 35,134                 

510 Sidewalk, Curb & Apron 200,000               -                       200,000               216,765               416,765               769                      415,996               225,000               190,996               215,996               (9,004)                  

308 Equipment Replacement 1,216,820            273,454               1,490,274            609,962               2,100,236            224,300               1,875,936            405,213               1,470,723            385,662               253,903               

309 Capital Improvement 1,218,874            395,362               1,614,236            1,250,000            2,864,236            511,575               2,352,661            872,671               1,479,990            738,425               261,116               

707 Service Center 100,000               14,136                 114,136               575,803               689,939               433,437               256,502               156,502               100,000               142,366               -                       

Other Funds
208 Bullock Endowment Trust 50,852                 -                       50,852                 622                      51,474                 -                       51,474                 -                       51,474                 622                      622                      

209 MLK Community Recognition -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

210 Special Improvement District Assessment 5,586                   -                       5,586                   58,653                 64,239                 64,239                 -                       -                       -                       (5,586)                  (5,586)                  

211 Smith Memorial Gardens 400,000               2,686                   402,686               75,090                 477,776               54,463                 423,313               13,845                 409,468               20,627                 9,468                   

212 Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment 39,648                 -                       39,648                 1,257                   40,905                 -                       40,905                 -                       40,905                 1,257                   1,257                   

213 Enforcement and Education 9,875                   -                       9,875                   -                       9,875                   -                       9,875                   -                       9,875                   -                       -                       

214 Law Enforcement 18,272                 -                       18,272                 -                       18,272                 -                       18,272                 -                       18,272                 -                       -                       

215 Drug Law Enforcement -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

216 Police Pension -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

217 Court Clerk Computerization 45,914                 1,123                   47,037                 3,837                   50,874                 2,947                   47,927                 4,443                   43,484                 890                      (2,430)                  

218 Court Computerization 41,425                 -                       41,425                 1,674                   43,099                 1,828                   41,271                 2,820                   38,451                 (154)                     (2,974)                  

219 Court Special Projects 50,442                 -                       50,442                 2,949                   53,391                 809                      52,582                 2,691                   49,891                 2,140                   (551)                     

221 OneOhio Fund 5,750                   -                       5,750                   7,373                   13,123                 -                       13,123                 -                       13,123                 7,373                   7,373                   

224 State Highway Improvement 149,602               18,462                 168,064               26,950                 195,014               23,868                 171,146               26,438                 144,708               3,082                   (4,894)                  

240 Public Safety Endowment 193,684               -                       193,684               2,372                   196,056               125                      195,931               26,625                 169,306               2,247                   (24,378)                

250 Special Projects 3,522,798            -                       3,522,798            1,054,464            4,577,262            -                       4,577,262            -                       4,577,262            1,054,464            1,054,464            

310 Issue 2 Projects -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

311 Public Facilities -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

312 Local Coronavirus Relief -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

313 Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 939,792               -                       939,792               -                       939,792               -                       939,792               939,792               -                       -                       (939,792)              

414 Bond Retirement -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

508 Electric Street Lighting 100,000               30,600                 130,600               181,257               311,857               100,326               211,531               83,308                 128,223               80,931                 28,223                 

706 Self-Funding Insurance Trust 25,000                 -                       25,000                 4,591                   29,591                 3,858                   25,733                 733                      25,000                 733                      -                       

810 Fire Insurance Trust -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       

811 Contractors Permit Fee -                       -                       -                       500                      500                      -                       500                      -                       500                      500                      500                      

Total 18,794,212          889,570               19,683,782          16,285,873          35,969,655          13,683,432          22,286,223          3,646,229            18,639,994          2,602,441            (154,218)              
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Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023
GENERAL CITY SERVICES FUNDS

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside
Receipts 

 YTD
Outside
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Net
Difference

($) 

 Budgeted
Transfer
Receipts 

 YTD
Transfer
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Receipts 

 YTD
Total

Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

General Fund
101 General 14,212,502       10,320,473       73               (3,892,029)    -                    -                    -             14,212,502       10,320,473       73              

Major Operating Funds
220 Street Maintenance and Repair 610,500            333,307            55               (277,193)       889,488            624,829            70               1,499,988         958,136            64              

228 Leisure Activity 537,150            437,373            81               (99,777)         785,555            352,189            45               1,322,705         789,562            60              

230 Health 161,224            143,583            89               (17,641)         23,716              -                    -             184,940            143,583            78              

510 Sidewalk, Curb & Apron 95,000              85,065              90               (9,935)           131,700            131,700            100             226,700            216,765            96              

308 Equipment Replacement -                    9,962                -             9,962            600,000            600,000            100             600,000            609,962            102            

309 Capital Improvement -                    -                    -             -                1,200,000         1,250,000         104             1,200,000         1,250,000         104            

707 Service Center 309,671            225,423            73               (84,248)         460,304            350,380            76               769,975            575,803            75              

Other Funds
208 Bullock Endowment Trust 300                   622                   207             322               -                    -                    -             300                   622                   207            

209 MLK Community Recognition -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

210 Special Improvement District Assessment 117,306            58,653              50               (58,653)         -                    -                    -             117,306            58,653              50              

211 Smith Memorial Gardens 54,600              46,294              85               (8,306)           87,515              28,796              33               142,115            75,090              53              

212 Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment 2,600                1,257                48               (1,343)           -                    -                    -             2,600                1,257                48              

213 Enforcement and Education 200                   -                    -             (200)              -                    -                    -             200                   -                    -             

214 Law Enforcement -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

215 Drug Law Enforcement -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

216 Police Pension -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

217 Court Clerk Computerization 8,000                3,837                48               (4,163)           -                    -                    -             8,000                3,837                48              

218 Court Computerization 4,200                1,674                40               (2,526)           -                    -                    -             4,200                1,674                40              

219 Court Special Projects 7,000                2,949                42               (4,051)           -                    -                    -             7,000                2,949                42              

221 OneOhio Fund 5,750                7,373                128             1,623            -                    -                    -             5,750                7,373                128            

224 State Highway Improvement 47,250              26,950              57               (20,300)         -                    -                    -             47,250              26,950              57              

240 Public Safety Endowment 1,300                2,372                182             1,072            -                    -                    -             1,300                2,372                182            

250 Special Projects 4,800                54,464              1,135          49,664          1,000,000         1,000,000         100             1,004,800         1,054,464         105            

310 Issue 2 Projects -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

311 Public Facilities -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

312 Local Coronavirus Relief -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

313 Local Fiscal Recovery Fund -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

414 Bond Retirement -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

508 Electric Street Lighting 125,000            133,857            107             8,857            47,400              47,400              100             172,400            181,257            105            

706 Self-Funding Insurance Trust -                    -                    -             -                17,500              4,591                26               17,500              4,591                26              

810 Fire Insurance Trust -                    -                    -             -                -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

811 Contractors Permit Fee 2,000                500                   25               (1,500)           -                    -                    -             2,000                500                   25              

Total 16,306,353       11,895,988       73               (4,410,365)    5,243,178         4,389,885         84               21,549,531       16,285,873       76              

CHART NE2



Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023
GENERAL CITY SERVICES FUNDS

#
Fund
Name

  Budgeted
Outside

Disbursements 

 YTD
Outside

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget  Encumbrances 

 YTD Outside
Disbursements 

&
Encumbrances 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Transfer

Disbursements 

 YTD
Transfer

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Disbursements 

 YTD Total
Disb., Enc. & 

Tfrs 

 %
of

Budget 

General Fund
101 General 9,855,270         5,433,931         55                     537,411            5,971,342         61              6,100,890         5,246,027         86              15,956,160       11,217,369       70              

Major Operating Funds
220 Street Maintenance and Repair 1,360,657         705,889            52                     160,004            865,893            64              193,588            146,500            76              1,554,245         1,012,393         65              

228 Leisure Activity 1,337,585         628,632            47                     176,481            805,113            60              3,800                3,129                82              1,341,385         808,242            60              

230 Health 172,948            93,651              54                     12,252              105,903            61              3,800                3,129                82              176,748            109,032            62              

510 Sidewalk, Curb & Apron 226,700            769                   -                    225,000            225,769            100            -                    -                    -             226,700            225,769            100            

308 Equipment Replacement 946,954            224,300            24                     405,213            629,513            66              -                    -                    -             946,954            629,513            66              

309 Capital Improvement 1,881,962         511,575            27                     872,671            1,384,246         74              -                    -                    -             1,881,962         1,384,246         74              

707 Service Center 784,111            433,437            55                     156,502            589,939            75              -                    -                    -             784,111            589,939            75              

Other Funds
208 Bullock Endowment Trust 500                   -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             500                   -                    -             

209 MLK Community Recognition -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

210 Special Improvement District Assessment 122,892            64,239              52                     -                    64,239              52              -                    -                    -             122,892            64,239              52              

211 Smith Memorial Gardens 144,801            54,463              38                     13,845              68,308              47              -                    -                    -             144,801            68,308              47              

212 Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment 1,500                -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             1,500                -                    -             

213 Enforcement and Education 1,500                -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             1,500                -                    -             

214 Law Enforcement 3,000                -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             3,000                -                    -             

215 Drug Law Enforcement -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

216 Police Pension -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

217 Court Clerk Computerization 9,623                2,947                31                     4,443                7,390                77              -                    -                    -             9,623                7,390                77              

218 Court Computerization 9,000                1,828                20                     2,820                4,648                52              -                    -                    -             9,000                4,648                52              

219 Court Special Projects 5,500                809                   15                     2,691                3,500                64              -                    -                    -             5,500                3,500                64              

221 OneOhio Fund -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

224 State Highway Improvement 59,062              23,868              40                     26,438              50,306              85              -                    -                    -             59,062              50,306              85              

240 Public Safety Endowment 33,000              125                   -                    26,625              26,750              81              -                    -                    -             33,000              26,750              81              

250 Special Projects -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

310 Issue 2 Projects -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

311 Public Facilities -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

312 Local Coronavirus Relief -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

313 Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 939,793            -                    -                    939,792            939,792            100            -                    -                    -             939,793            939,792            100            

414 Bond Retirement -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

508 Electric Street Lighting 203,000            100,326            49                     83,308              183,634            90              -                    -                    -             203,000            183,634            90              

706 Self-Funding Insurance Trust 17,500              3,858                22                     733                   4,591                26              -                    -                    -             17,500              4,591                26              

810 Fire Insurance Trust -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             

811 Contractors Permit Fee 2,000                -                    -                    -                    -                    -             -                    -                    -             2,000                -                    -             

Total 18,118,858       (1) 8,284,647         46                     3,646,229         11,930,876       66              6,302,078         5,398,785         86              24,420,936       17,329,661       71              

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of July 31, 2023: 9,154$       CHART NE3
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances
for the period ended July 31, 2023
REFUSE FUND

# Fund
Name

 Beginning 
Unencumbered

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Beginning
Cash

Balance 

 Y-T-D Total
Receipts 

 Available
Funds 

 Y-T-D Total
Disbursements 

 Ending
Cash

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Ending
Unencumbered

Balance 

 Change in
Cash

Balance 

 Change in
Unencumbered

Balance 

205 Refuse 418,683            21,587              440,270            823,573            1,263,843         819,878            443,965            141,863            302,102             3,695                (116,581)           

206 Refuse Equipment Replacement 58,713              67,246              125,959            23,900              149,859            23,900              125,959            67,246              58,713               -                    -                    

Total 477,396            88,833              566,229            847,473            1,413,702         843,778            569,924            209,109            360,815             3,695                (116,581)           

Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside
Receipts 

 YTD
Outside
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Net
Difference

($) 

 Budgeted
Transfer
Receipts 

 YTD
Transfer
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Receipts 

 YTD
Total

Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

205 Refuse 1,387,100         823,573            59                     (563,527)           -                    -                    -                    1,387,100         823,573             59                     

206 Refuse Equipment Replacement -                    -                    -                    -                    50,000              23,900              48                     50,000              23,900               48                     

Total 1,387,100         823,573            59                     (563,527)           50,000              23,900              -                    1,437,100         847,473             59                     

Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

  Budgeted
Outside

Disbursements 

 YTD
Outside

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget  Encumbrances 

 YTD Outside
Disbursements 

&
Encumbrances 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Transfer

Disbursements 

 YTD
Transfer

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Disbursements 

 YTD Total
Disb., Enc. & 

Tfrs 

 %
of

Budget 

205 Refuse 1,474,122         819,878            56                     141,863            961,741            65                     50,000              -                    -                     1,655,302         961,741            58                     

206 Refuse Equipment Replacement 147,246            23,900              16                     67,246              91,146              62                     -                    -                    -                     147,246            91,146              62                     

Total 1,621,368         (1) 843,778            52                     209,109            1,052,887         65                     50,000              -                    -                     1,802,548         1,052,887         58                     

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of July 31, 2023: -$                      CHART R1
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances
for the period ended July 31, 2023
WATER FUNDS

# Fund
Name

 Beginning 
Unencumbered

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Beginning
Cash

Balance 

 Y-T-D Total
Receipts 

 Available
Funds 

 Y-T-D Total
Disbursements 

 Ending
Cash

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Ending
Unencumbered

Balance 

 Change in
Cash

Balance 

 Change in
Unencumbered

Balance 

602 Waterworks 897,792            53,863              951,655            672,574            1,624,229         824,626            799,603            244,521            555,082             (152,052)           (342,710)           

603 Water Improve/Equip Replace 392,154            64,332              456,486            205,370            661,856            149,652            512,204            44,872              467,332             55,718              75,178              

Total 1,289,946         118,195            1,408,141         877,944            2,286,085         974,278            1,311,807         289,393            1,022,414          (96,334)             (267,532)           

Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside
Receipts 

 YTD
Outside
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Net
Difference

($) 

 Budgeted
Transfer
Receipts 

 YTD
Transfer
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Receipts 

 YTD
Total

Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

602 Waterworks 1,134,600         672,574            59                     (462,026)           -                    -                    -                    1,134,600         672,574             59                     

603 Water Improve/Equip Replace -                    5,370                -                    5,370                200,000            200,000            100                   200,000            205,370             103                   

Total 1,134,600         677,944            60                     (456,656)           200,000            200,000            -                    1,334,600         877,944             66                     

Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside

Disbursements 

 YTD
Outside

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget  Encumbrances 

 YTD Outside
Disbursements 

&
Encumbrances 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Transfer

Disbursements 

 YTD
Transfer

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Disbursements 

 YTD Total
Disb., Enc. & 

Tfrs 

 %
of

Budget 

602 Waterworks 1,371,113         624,626            46                     244,521            869,147            63                     200,000            200,000            100                    1,657,869         1,069,147         64                     

603 Water Improve/Equip Replace 543,832            149,652            28                     44,872              194,524            36                     -                    -                    -                     543,832            194,524            36                     

Total 1,914,945         (1) 774,278            40                     289,393            1,063,671         56                     200,000            200,000            -                     2,201,701         1,263,671         57                     

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of July 31, 2023: 817$                 CHART W1
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances
for the period ended July 31, 2023
SANITARY SEWER FUNDS

# Fund
Name

 Beginning 
Unencumbered

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Beginning
Cash

Balance 

 Y-T-D Total
Receipts 

 Available
Funds 

 Y-T-D Total
Disbursements 

 Ending
Cash

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Ending
Unencumbered

Balance 

 Change in
Cash

Balance 

 Change in
Unencumbered

Balance 

607 Sanitary Sewer Disp. and Maint. 1,586,617         161,599            1,748,216         1,100,896         2,849,112         1,308,942         1,540,170         33,979              1,506,191          (208,046)           (80,426)             

608 Sewer Improve/Equip Replace 313,748            214,012            527,760            200,000            727,760            240,934            486,826            86,415              400,411             (40,934)             86,663              

Total 1,900,365         375,611            2,275,976         1,300,896         3,576,872         1,549,876         2,026,996         120,394            1,906,602          (248,980)           6,237                

Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside
Receipts 

 YTD
Outside
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Net
Difference

($) 

 Budgeted
Transfer
Receipts 

 YTD
Transfer
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Receipts 

 YTD
Total

Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

607 Sanitary Sewer Disp. and Maint. 1,883,200         1,100,896         58                     (782,304)           -                    -                    -                    1,883,200         1,100,896          58                     

608 Sewer Improve/Equip Replace -                    -                    -                    -                    200,000            200,000            100                   200,000            200,000             100                   

Total 1,883,200         1,100,896         58                     (782,304)           200,000            200,000            -                    2,083,200         1,300,896          62                     

Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside

Disbursements 

 YTD
Outside

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget  Encumbrances 

 YTD Outside
Disbursements 

&
Encumbrances 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Transfer

Disbursements 

 YTD
Transfer

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Disbursements 

 YTD Total
Disb., Enc. & 

Tfrs 

 %
of

Budget 

607 Sanitary Sewer Disp. and Maint. 2,374,340         1,108,942         47                     33,979              1,142,921         48                     200,000            200,000            100                    2,615,226         1,342,921         51                     

608 Sewer Improve/Equip Replace 409,012            240,934            59                     86,415              327,349            80                     -                    -                    -                     409,012            327,349            80                     

Total 2,783,352         (1) 1,349,876         48                     120,394            1,470,270         53                     200,000            200,000            -                     3,024,238         1,670,270         55                     

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of July 31, 2023: -$                      CHART S1
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances
for the period ended July 31, 2023
STORMWATER FUNDS

# Fund
Name

 Beginning 
Unencumbered

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Beginning
Cash

Balance 

 Y-T-D Total
Receipts 

 Available
Funds 

 Y-T-D Total
Disbursements 

 Ending
Cash

Balance 
 Encumbrances 

 Ending
Unencumbered

Balance 

 Change in
Cash

Balance 

 Change in
Unencumbered

Balance 

615 Stormwater Utility 404,427            4,475                 408,902            309,969            718,871            348,423            370,448            56,721               313,727             (38,454)             (90,700)             

616 Stormwater Improve/Equip Replace 104,390            275,000            379,390            1,185,000         1,564,390         50,304              1,514,086         1,448,297         65,789               1,134,696         (38,601)             

Total 508,817            279,475            788,292            1,494,969         2,283,261         398,727            1,884,534         1,505,018         379,516             1,096,242         (129,301)           

Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside
Receipts 

 YTD
Outside
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Net
Difference

($) 

 Budgeted
Transfer
Receipts 

 YTD
Transfer
Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Receipts 

 YTD
Total

Receipts 

 %
of

Budget 

615 Stormwater Utility 466,600            309,969            66                      (156,631)           -                    -                    -                    466,600            309,969             66                      

616 Stormwater Improve/Equip Replace 985,000            985,000            100                    -                    200,000            200,000            100                    1,185,000         1,185,000          100                    

Total 1,451,600         1,294,969         89                      (156,631)           200,000            200,000            -                    1,651,600         1,494,969          91                      

Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended July 31, 2023

#
Fund
Name

 Budgeted
Outside

Disbursements 

 YTD
Outside

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget  Encumbrances 

 YTD Outside
Disbursements 

&
Encumbrances 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Transfer

Disbursements 

 YTD
Transfer

Disbursements 

 %
of

Budget 

 Budgeted
Total

Disbursements 

 YTD Total
Disb., Enc. & 

Tfrs 

 %
of

Budget 

615 Stormwater Utility 353,399            148,423            42                      56,721               205,144            58                      200,000            200,000            100                    579,248            405,144            70                      

616 Stormwater Improve/Equip Replace 1,533,601         50,304               -                    1,448,297         1,498,601         -                    -                    -                    -                     1,533,601         1,498,601         1                        

Total 1,887,000         (1) 198,727            11                      1,505,018         1,703,745         90                      200,000            200,000            -                     2,112,849         1,903,745         90                      

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of July 31, 2023: -$                      CHART ST1
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FIVE POINTS ROUNDABOUT CONCEPT 
 

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 
August 4, 2023 

 

• Why are we doing anything at this intersection?  The Five Points traffic signal is about 
28 years old.  It will reach the end of its useful life in the next 5-10 years.  The city is 
studying the roundabout concept to see if it is a better option to manage traffic at 
Five Points and improve the intersection safety performance versus traditional traffic 
signal control.   
 

• Why are we considering a roundabout?  There is extensive support from traffic safety 
studies for building roundabouts, showing that they reduce crashes, particularly 
serious injury crashes, and reduce motorist delays.  Reducing delays also has 
environmental benefits such as reduced vehicle emissions.  Roundabouts have been 
constructed and are functioning well in multiple locations around the Miami Valley, 
throughout Ohio and all around the country. 
 

• Where is a Dog Bone/Peanut roundabout being used in a similar densely populated 
area with school children crossing?  The atypical configuration of the Five Points 
intersection supports a unique roundabout shape to improve safety and minimize 
property impacts.  One of the benefits of roundabouts is that the shape does not 
need to be a simple circle, like the Alex Bell Rd/ Mad River Rd intersection, to achieve 
the safety and traffic capacity benefits.  Peanut-shaped roundabouts have been 
proposed and constructed at numerous locations within Ohio and around the country 
to improve safety at complex intersections and to minimize property impacts.  The 
peanut shape and other non-traditional shapes will become more common in the 
future as the benefits of roundabouts are understood as a better method of 
controlling traffic flow than a traffic signal.  A few examples of non-traditional 
roundabout shapes and the proximity of roundabouts to schools are listed below: 
 
36th St/Hill Rd/Catalpa Dr; Boise, ID – This is a 6-leg roundabout in a school zone with 
one leg being a school driveway. 
 
Harding St/Madison St/Green St/Vernon St; Worcester, MA – This is a multi-lane, 7-
leg peanut roundabout in an urban setting adjacent to I-290.  The southeast approach 
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(SR 122A) is downhill at a grade (4-5%).  It includes multiple crosswalks at all legs and 
even one mid-roundabout.  
 
Honere Ave/Sawgrass Rd; Fruitville, FL – This is a roundabout adjacent to an 
elementary school and residential area. 
 
E. Fifth St/N. Cherry St/Columbus Ave/Delaware Ave; Marysville, OH – This is a 
multi-lane, 5-leg roundabout in a downtown area. 
 
SR 656/ Wilson Rd/SR 61; Delaware County, OH – This is a 4-leg peanut roundabout 
constructed on high-speed roadways (55 MPH). 
 
Worthington Rd/ Lewis Center Rd; Delaware County, OH – This is a 4-leg peanut 
roundabout under design at a Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) location. 
 
County Line Rd/ Center Village Rd/Edwards Rd/ Duncan Plains Rd NW; Delaware 
County, OH – This is a 5-leg peanut roundabout to be designed having a US Bike 
Route (USBR 50A) and high-speed approaches (55 MPH). 

  

• How do the Far Hills Ave and Oakwood Ave grades impact the roundabout?  A 
primary benefit of roundabouts is that they reduce vehicle speeds.  The geometry of 
roundabouts requires vehicles to slow down as they approach and traverse the 
intersection.  Vehicles traveling northbound (downhill) and southbound (uphill) on 
Far Hills Ave will be braking as they approach the roundabout, as opposed to 
maintaining normal speed or perhaps even accelerating as they approach the 
intersection.  The existing 85th percentile speed north of Five Points is 45 MPH despite 
the posted speed of 35 MPH.  The grades will not adversely impact the functionality 
of the roundabout. 
 

• How does the cost of a roundabout compare to a traditional traffic signal?  The cost 
to convert the existing signalized intersection to a roundabout will be significantly 
higher than the cost to simply replace the existing traffic signal installation.  However, 
lifecycle costs to maintain the roundabout would be lower than lifecycle costs to 
maintain a traffic signal.  Also, it may be that a majority of the cost to build the 
roundabout would be paid by state and/or federal transportation dollars, effectively 
making the local share (Oakwood taxpayer expense) comparable to, or perhaps even 
less than, the cost of rebuilding and upgrading the traffic signal. 
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• Will privately owned land be acquired to build the roundabout?  If so, how much?  
The conceptual plan requires seven small areas of private roadway frontage property 
to be acquired as additional public right-of-way.  It would not require the acquisition 
and removal of any structures.  The small areas of land are depicted in orange 
highlight on Display Board #5 which is posted on the city website at 
https://oakwoodohio.gov/departments/traffic-signal-study-five-points/ 
 

• Could the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) change Oakwood’s roundabout 
design after the project is funded?  ODOT is a proponent of roundabouts; the ODOT 
Safety Program regularly funds construction of roundabouts due to their safety 
performance record.  A funding application to the ODOT Safety Program will be 
considered if the roundabout alternative advances beyond the initial study phase. 
ODOT’s review of the roundabout design will involve verifying that it complies with 
ODOT and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) roadway design standards.  The 
design firm preparing detailed construction plans for the roundabout will be required 
to prepare those plans consistent with the same standards. 
 

• How will vehicles be stopped to make the Far Hills Ave pedestrian crossing safe?  The 
conceptual roundabout plan includes the use of a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB) 
signal.  The PHB uses lighted signals to stop motorists when a crosswalk user is 
present.  The signal is actuated via a pedestrian pushbutton.  The signal indications 
are dark when not active, but incorporate yellow and red lights to stop traffic for 
pedestrians.  A PHB is recommended for multi-lane roundabouts in the US Access 
Board guidelines under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for the Public 
Rights-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG).  The roundabout design divides the 
Far Hills crossing into two phases.  Each phase is approximately 24 feet in length (two 
lane widths).  The phases are separated by a 24 +/- feet wide raised center median.  
While negotiating the crosswalk, pedestrians need only consider approaching 
vehicular traffic from one direction at a time.  The current signalized intersection 
requires pedestrians to cross approximately 60 feet of roadway, without a raised 
center median, and pedestrians must consider approaching vehicular traffic from two 
directions.  The conceptual roundabout plan may also include raised pavement 
pedestrian crossings to slow traffic. 

  

https://oakwoodohio.gov/departments/traffic-signal-study-five-points/
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• Would we need to add a second adult crossing guard during the times when children 
travel to and from Harman School?  Given that pedestrians are 50% less exposed to 
vehicular traffic with the roundabout design, there would be no reason why a second 
permanent adult crossing guard is needed.  A crossing guard would likely be staged in 
the splitting island to assist students crossing either direction of Far Hills Ave.  A 
second guard could be used during the first school year in operation as a means of 
aiding in educating pedestrians and motorists on the operation of the roundabout 
and the new crosswalk design. 
 

• How will vehicles be stopped to make the Thruston Blvd pedestrian crossing safe?  
Crossing Thruston Blvd would be similar to crossing other 2-lane streets in the city of 
Oakwood.  In the case of Five Points, the crosswalk would likely be raised to 
discourage higher-speed traffic on Thruston Blvd.  Such speed reduction devices do 
not exist on the existing roadway.  
 

• How will vehicles be stopped to make the Oakwood Ave pedestrian crossing safe?  
The crossing of the south leg of Oakwood Ave would be similar to Thruston Blvd.  The 
crossing of the north leg of Oakwood Ave would be similar to crossing the 
northbound Far Hills Ave approach.  
 

• Would it be better to move the crosswalks farther away from the intersection?  No.  
Best design practices call for crosswalks to be incorporated within the functional area 
of the intersection.   Moving pedestrian crosswalks further away from the 
roundabout would result in them operating more like a mid-block crossing where 
speeds are higher and where motorists are less likely to expect them. 
 

• Why not consider constructing a pedestrian bridge over Far Hills Ave or a tunnel 
under Far Hills Ave?  While a bridge or tunnel could be constructed, the cost/benefit 
analysis would not support it.  Given the amount of underground utilities, a tunnel 
would be very difficult to build, and would be extremely expensive.  Likewise, a bridge 
would be very expensive.  Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements would 
also complicate construction of a bridge or tunnel such that elevators may be 
required. 
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• What side street traffic changes will occur if the roundabout is built?  While it is 
impossible to predict exactly how local traffic patterns might change, it is likely that 
some motorists would modify their trips depending on origin and destination.  Some 
drivers may initially avoid the roundabout by using residential streets to seek 
alternate paths to reach their intended destinations.  However, as motorists become 
more familiar with the roundabout operation, it is likely that most local traffic 
patterns will return to what they are today.  It is possible that some commuter traffic 
may divert to other thoroughfares, but this is also likely to revert back to what it is 
today. 
 

• What alternate routes will northbound Oakwood Ave traffic use?  The conceptual 
design does not permit northbound Oakwood Ave (south of Far Hills Ave) traffic to 
enter the roundabout.  All northbound Oakwood Ave traffic must turn right, moving 
southbound on Far Hills Ave.  Motorists in this Oakwood Ave neighborhood wishing 
to travel northbound into Dayton or beyond will need to use Katherine St (or Dixon 
Ave) and Runnymede Rd to enter the roundabout from W. Thruston Blvd.  
Alternatively, motorists could use Dixon Ave and Far Hills Ave to enter the 
roundabout from the south. 
 

• How will approaching vehicles be advised of the roundabout?  Advance signage will 
be incorporated into the detailed design consistent with ODOT and FHWA design 
guidelines, including the Ohio Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (OMUTCD).  
The signage plan will be comprehensive and will include appropriately sized signs for 
all five approaches to the roundabout.  The signage plan may also include advance 
lane direction markings. 
 

• How will the roundabout impact driveways in the immediate area?  The ability of 
residents living along Far Hills Ave in the vicinity of Five Points to exit their driveway 
and enter Far Hills Ave will not be negatively impacted by the construction of a 
roundabout.  During roughly 95% of the time when traffic at Five Points is moderate 
to light, there are sufficient gaps in traffic that allow safe entry onto Far Hills Ave.  
During roughly 5% of the time (weekday morning and afternoon rush hours) when 
traffic is heavy, the gaps will be created when vehicular traffic is stopped by the traffic 
signals at Patterson Rd and at Schantz Ave.  The gaps that are available during rush 
hours today are created by those same two traffic signals. 
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• Will property owners on Far Hills Ave find it difficult to enter Far Hills Ave during rush 
hour?  No more so than they do today.  As explained above, gaps will be created 
when vehicular traffic is stopped by the traffic signals at Patterson Rd and at Schantz 
Ave, just as they are today. 
 

• Will headlights of vehicles in the roundabout shine into neighboring homes?  It is 
possible that this might occur in a select few locations, but it could be mitigated with 
grading and landscaping. 

 

• Will the vehicle noise from a roundabout be greater than with a traditional traffic 
signal?  No, vehicle noise should not change.  Noise caused by vehicles accelerating 
from a stop condition is expected to decrease.  
 

• Will the roundabout decrease the value of neighboring properties?  The roundabout 
would slow down vehicular traffic.  It is anticipated that the “traffic calming” effect of 
the roundabout is more compatible with the residential character of the area.  The 
roundabout design offers myriad options for enhancing the landscape within the Five 
Points public right-of-way.  Greatly reduced vehicle speeds and improved landscaping 
may in fact increase property values. 
 

• How will the roundabout impact Harman School drop-offs/pick-ups on Oakwood Ave?  
Given that northbound Oakwood Ave (south of Far Hills Ave) does not connect to the 
roundabout, some current Harman School traffic patterns may need to be adjusted 
for traffic having destinations north of Five Points. 
 

• Is one northbound Far Hills Ave lane adequate to address rush hour traffic?  Yes.  The 
roadway capacity analysis using future traffic volumes shows that one through lane is 
adequate.  While there is sufficient public right-of-way to include a second through 
lane, it is not justified or recommended.  Better safety performance is expected with 
a single northbound lane exiting the roundabout on Far Hills Ave. 
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• Will the southbound Oakwood Ave traffic find adequate gaps to enter the 
roundabout during the weekday morning rush hour traffic periods?  During the 
heaviest morning rush hour traffic period, southbound Oakwood Ave traffic will 
experience delays in entering the roundabout, but the delays are expected to be less 
than the current delays encountered with the red lights from the traffic signal.  The 
gaps will be created when northbound Far Hills traffic is stopped by a red light at 
Patterson Rd or by pedestrians actuating the PHB at Five Points. 
 

• During the morning and afternoon rush hour periods, will eastbound traffic on W. 
Thruston Blvd be able to safely enter the roundabout and negotiate through it 
continuing on eastbound E. Thruston Blvd?  During the heaviest rush hour traffic 
periods, eastbound Thruston Blvd traffic will experience delays in entering the 
roundabout, but the delays are expected to be less than the current delays 
encountered with the red lights from the traffic signal.   
 

• Does the existing accident history really support a change in the intersection?  The 
Five Points intersection has the highest accident rate of all 17 signalized intersections 
in Oakwood.  It also has the highest injury accident rate.  With almost one-third of the 
accidents involving injury, the intersection is a strong candidate for funding under the 
ODOT Highway Safety Improvement Program. 
 

• How will traffic be maintained during construction?  The detailed construction 
drawings will include a Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) plan.  The MOT will stipulate 
how traffic is to be addressed during construction.  The plan may include periodic 
lane closures or complete closure of the intersection for several months.  In either 
case, roadway detours will be established and appropriately marked with roadway 
signage. 
 

• How will vehicles and pedestrians/cyclists cross at that intersection during 
construction?  All modes of transportation, including vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists 
will be addressed in the MOT plan. 
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• How long would it take to build the roundabout?  It depends on the MOT plan.  If the 
entire intersection is closed, the length of time to build the roundabout would be 
significantly shorter than it would be if traffic is maintained during construction.  The 
maximum range of time to build the roundabout is expected to be one construction 
season (April to November) or 6-8 months. 
 

• How will large tractor/trailer rigs get through the roundabout?  The conceptual 
roundabout is configured with geometry to accommodate large commercial 
tractors/trailers.  It also includes mountable curbs and paved truck aprons behind the 
curb in the event that a particularly large vehicle requires additional space. 
 

• How will heavy rain and snow impact functionality of the roundabout?  For all 
practical purposes, the impact will be no different than what we experience with the 
current signalized intersection.  Slower vehicle speeds will make the intersection safer 
during heavy rain and snow events.   
 

• How will snow/ice removal be accomplished through the roundabout?  Snow and ice 
removal will be somewhat modified from what it is today, given the different 
roadway lane configuration and roadway geometry.  Prior to the first winter season, 
the Oakwood Public Works Department will assess the intersection and determine 
the most expedient and efficient method of plowing and salting the roadway 
pavement. 
 

• Will the roundabout create major backups during peak traffic periods?  The two most 
significant benefits of a roundabout are safety improvements and efficiency.  A 
properly designed and properly used roundabout moves traffic much more efficiently 
than a traditional traffic signal.  Congestions during peak traffic periods will be 
reduced from what they are today. 
 

• Can the roundabout design include bike lanes?  If not, how will cyclists negotiate it?  
No, the right-of-way limits at Five Points do not provide space to construct designated 
bike lanes.  Cyclists will negotiate the roundabout using the roadway or transition to 
the sidewalk/shared use paths on the outside edge of the roundabout. 
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• Will greenspace and trees be lost?  The conceptual roundabout is designed to 
minimize the loss of trees.  No large, old growth trees will need to be removed.  The 
roundabout includes creation of several new greenspaces where pavement currently 
exists.  Based on the conceptual plan, future greenspace is estimated to be 20-25% 
greater than the existing greenspace.  An important design element is that a higher 
percentage of the future greenspace is distributed to the interior of the roadway 
which enhances landscape options and the visual experience of drivers, and can 
reduce headlight glare of opposing vehicles.  Also, the roundabout design moves the 
street away from several sections of public sidewalk, creating safer pedestrian routes. 
 

• How will we preserve the history of the greenspace triangle north of the intersection?  
City leaders and officials from The Oakwood Historical Society have discussed ideas 
on how to better recognize and present the history of the land on the northern end of 
the roundabout, an area that was historically referred to as “Flat Iron Point”.  
Detailed plans for the roundabout would include provisions for enhancing the historic 
significance of Flat Iron Point.  If federal funds are awarded for the project, historical 
impacts are required to be considered and incorporated into the project design. 
 

• Will loss of the greenspace triangle negatively impact the 333 Oakwood Ave 
condominium complex?  No negative impact is anticipated.  In fact, given the traffic 
calming effect of the roundabout, options for enhancing the landscape within the Five 
Points public right-of-way, and creation of a historic feature at “Flat Iron Point,” it 
may enhance 333 Oakwood Ave. 
 

• Where will the Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB) poles be located?  The beacon poles 
will be located near the crosswalks, at the entrance to the roundabout. 
 

• Will the beacons create light pollution?  The beacons will create less light pollution 
than the current traffic signal.  The current traffic signal includes 6 lenses per 
approach, which are always illuminated in either red, yellow or green.  The 
conceptual roundabout plan includes 6 lenses, but they are only illuminated when 
actuated by a person using the crosswalk and only on the multi-lane approaches.  The 
vast majority of the time, the signal heads are not illuminated, and the minor side 
streets would not have beacons. 
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• Will the beacons back up traffic more than the current traffic signal?  No, in fact, they 
will back up traffic less, given the shorter distance of the pedestrian crossings and the 
fact that they are activated in a full stop mode for a shorter duration than a normal 
traffic signal. 
 

• Will the beacons confuse drivers because they will only be activated periodically?  
There may be some initial confusion for those people who are not familiar with them.  
PHB’s are beginning to be installed in the Dayton region.  A local example is on 
Detroit Street (US-68) at Market Street in the city of Xenia. 
 

• Will drivers speed up before and after the roundabout to make up for lost time?  
Roundabouts move traffic more efficiently than traffic signals so it is not anticipated 
that motorists will feel as if they “lost time.” 
 

• How will the intersection accommodate persons with disabilities?  Accessibility will be 
addressed in the same manner as today.  Ramps designed to ADA standards will be 
incorporated into the crosswalk design, and other elements such as the Pedestrian 
Hybrid Beacons (PHB) will likewise meet ADA standards. 
 

• How will the intersection impact the movement of emergency vehicles?  Emergency 
vehicles will move through the roundabout in a manner similar to how emergency 
vehicles currently move through the signalized intersection.  In the event that 
motorists do not move to the right and out of the way, emergency vehicles will have 
the option of using the mountable curb and paved truck aprons to safely pass through 
the intersection. 
 

• How about closing the Thruston Blvd access to Five Points and make it a traditional 
four approach intersection?  This could be done, but would negatively impact those 
motorists who routinely use those approaches to the intersection. 
 

• How about prohibiting all left turns from Far Hills Ave?  While this could be done, it 
would likely be opposed by roadway users who make those left turn movements on a 
regular basis.  
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• How long will it take for people to understand how the roundabout functions and 
how to correctly use it?  It is not possible to predict the time it will take for people to 
become comfortable using the roundabout.  That said, it is anticipated that the 
learning curve will be short and that the traveling public will quickly embrace the 
change, just as was the case when the city reconfigured Shroyer Rd in 2017.  
Roundabouts will become more common in the Miami Valley region as shown by the 
recently constructed roundabout at the intersection of Mad River Rd and Alex Bell Rd. 
 

• How will the roundabout function with people unfamiliar on how to use it?  As is the 
case with any newly constructed roundabout, there is a period of time when some 
users are unfamiliar with how to properly use it, and may be uncomfortable with 
using it.  Over time, however, the level of unfamiliarity and/or discomfort lessens.  
The efficient operation of a roundabout is negatively impacted by persons who do not 
use it properly.  As an example, motorists who do not exercise their right-of-way 
while inside the roundabout can unnecessarily delay other motorists negotiating the 
intersection.  The roundabout will operate most efficiently when motorists use it 
properly. 
 

• How and from what vantage point(s) will our public safety officers enforce traffic laws 
within the roundabout?  The Oakwood Public Safety Department has a long history of 
placing strong emphasis on traffic enforcement throughout the city.  In each area of 
the city, Safety Officers use their professional judgment to determine the best means 
and methods for enforcing traffic laws.  Once built, Oakwood Public Safety Officers 
will assess the roundabout and enforce traffic in and around it in the best manner 
possible. 
 

• Has the city considered simpler approaches to reducing speed like rumble strips or 
speed bumps along Far Hills before considering a roundabout?  Far Hills Ave is a state 
route with a 35 mph statutory speed limit.  ODOT and FHWA design standards do not 
support the use of rumble strips or speed bumps on a thoroughfare.  Such devices 
also have disadvantages such as increased noise and slower emergency response 
times.  
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• What is the city’s contingency plan if the roundabout does not work as intended?  
The city has commissioned and completed a thorough analysis of the intersection and 
traffic volumes.  Traffic engineering best practices will be applied to confirm that the 
roundabout will function as intended. 
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