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CITY NEWS | “Lighting Up” Oakwood – Sunday, December 10
The city of Oakwood, with assistance from the Oakwood neighbors. This event brightens the entire community at 
Beautification Committee, is “LIGHTING UP” Oakwood the onset of the winter holiday season. Luminarias will 
with luminarias on Sunday, December 10 beginning at  line the Shafor Boulevard center median. The committee 
6 p.m. Residents are invited to put luminarias out in front encourages neighborhood participation and hopes to see 
of their houses and to consider participating with their many citizens joining in the festive beautification effort.

SCHOOL NEWS | OSF Fall Grants
Oakwood Schools Foundation (OSF) Donor Services 
Coordinator Mike Zimmerman, OSF Trustee Dori Spaulding 
and Oakwood Schools Board of Education President John 
Wilson announced the results of the collaborative fall grant 
cycle at the October Board of Education meeting.

Fifteen projects will receive roughly $30,000 in additional 
support from OSF, Oakwood Fine Arts Boosters, and Parent 
Teacher Organizations from Smith, Harman, and Oakwood 
Junior High and High School.

(continued on page 8) 

LIBRARY NEWS | Welcome Michele Schoen!

(continued on page 10) 

Wright Library is pleased to welcome Michele Schoen as the new Youth 
Services Coordinator. Learn more about Michele and find her tips for 
encouraging young readers inside this edition of Oakwood Scene.
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Snow Plowing and Salting Policy

The safety of our public roadways and sidewalks is a high priority 
in Oakwood. In the event of a major snowfall, the city takes the 
following actions to keep streets, alleys and sidewalks clear:

Street Plowing
During heavy snowfall, we plow every street at least once. Please 
help us during snowfall events by not parking your vehicle on the 
streets, unless absolutely necessary. 

Street Salting
Major streets and intersections take priority, along with steep hills. 
Flat residential streets may also be salted, but to a lesser degree 
due to environmental considerations.

Sidewalk Plowing
When there is an accumulation of approximately 1” or more of 
snow, we dispatch our sidewalk plows. Plows will typically make 
one pass through the city. Please remember that while our city 
offers this unique sidewalk plowing service, under city ordinance 
it is the property owner’s responsibility to keep sidewalks at their 
frontage clear of snow and ice. 

Alley Plowing
Alleys are plowed after an accumulation of approximately 2” to 3” 
or more of snow. 

Driveway Plowing
If you are plowing your driveway, please make arrangements 
so that the snow is not pushed into or across the street. Also, 
please remember that it is the property owner’s responsibility to 
clear their own driveway of snow and ice to allow the city refuse 
vehicles to collect the weekly trash in a safe and efficient manner.

Leaf Pickup
Autumn leaf pickup service is scheduled 
to conclude on Friday, December 15. 
The leaf pickup schedule is the same 
as the yard debris schedule. Please 
rake leaves directly to the curb or gutter 
unbagged, ideally just a day or two before 
the scheduled pickup and only during the 
ten-week leaf collection season. Please spread 
out large piles to avoid blocking roadways. Also, do not include brush, 
branches or other yard debris with the leaves. This other yard debris 
should be placed off the street behind the curb or edge of roadway 
or dropped off at the Recycling and Yard Waste Drop-off Facility at the 
J.D. Foell Public Works Center. Small amounts can be placed in regular 
household trash cans.

Recycling and Green Waste Drop-off 
at Public Works Facility
The Recycling and Yard Waste Drop-off Facility, located at the entrance 
to the J.D. Foell Public Works Center, offers 24/7/365 drop off for 
recyclables, cardboard and green waste. The facility includes multiple 
dumpsters for disposal of cardboard, one dumpster for commingled 
recyclables and an area for green waste dumping. Oakwood was 
the first community in Montgomery County to establish a city-
wide recycling program. The recycling program began in 1989 and 
continues to be a priority service provided by the Oakwood Public 
Works Department. For more information about the comprehensive 
Oakwood refuse and recycling program, please see the city website at  
https://oakwoodohio.gov/refuse-recycling/.

Holiday Tree Disposal
The city will pick up holiday trees according to the normal yard debris 
collection schedule (see maps on page 3). Trees should be placed at 
the property frontage as close to the curb (on the property side) as 
possible. Do not place trees in the street or in center boulevard areas. 
Please remove plastic covers from trees. Evergreen wreaths and boughs, 
wires, ribbons and ornamental items should be placed with your regular 
household refuse items. 

Special Pickups
The city’s special pickup program is suspended during leaf collection 
season, but will begin again on Wednesday, January 3. You may schedule 
this service on or after January 3 by phoning the Public Works Center at  
(937) 298-0777 or by scheduling online through the city website. 

Luminaria Kits 
Luminaria kits are available at the OCC 
during regular business hours. They are 
sold at a cost of $6.00 per dozen. The 
price includes white bags, sand and  
10-hour candles. 

“Holiday of Lights” 
On Sunday evening, December 10, the Holiday of Lights festivities will 
take place at Shafor Park beginning at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Bill Duncan will 
open the event, followed by the lighting of the holiday tree. The Oakwood 
High School Band will perform holiday songs and Santa Claus will 
arrive on an Oakwood fire truck. Children will be able to talk with Santa 
after his arrival in the park. Also, there will be horse-drawn carriages 
and wagon rides for citizens to see the beautiful display of luminarias 
decorating and lining the streets of the community. The public is invited 
and encouraged to attend this community event. 
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Holiday Refuse Pickups
The refuse collection schedule during holiday weeks is shown below:

WEEKS OF DECEMBER 25 AND JANUARY 1  
(Christmas and New Year’s)

• REGULAR SCHEDULE • HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

• Monday • Tuesday

• Tuesday • Wednesday

• Wednesday • Thursday

• Thursday • Friday

WEEK OF JANUARY 15  
(Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)

• REGULAR SCHEDULE • HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

• Monday • Tuesday

• Tuesday • Wednesday

• Wednesday • Thursday

• Thursday • Friday

YARD DEBRIS PICKUP SCHEDULE DECEMBER 2023 & JANUARY 2024
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Far Hills Ave. will be picked up on:  
12/7 & 12/21

Shroyer Rd. will be picked up on:  
12/14 & 12/28

Far Hills Ave. will be picked up on:  
1/11

Shroyer Rd. will be picked up on:  
1/25



2024 Dog License Information
2024 dog licenses will be sold at the Oakwood city building from Friday, 
December 1, 2023 to Wednesday, January 31, 2024. The base fee for 
an annual license is $20, the same as last year, but applies to spayed/
neutered dogs only. The fee for unaltered dogs is $24.

There are several exclusions to the $4 non-spayed/neutered fee:

• If the dog is 9 months old or less.

• If the dog is too old or has a medical condition preventing the  
dog from being spayed/neutered (the owner must provide a 
veterinarian’s certification).

• If the dog is used or intended to be used for breeding or show (a Breed 
Registry number is required).

• If the dog is used or intended to be used for hunting (The owner’s 
hunting license number is required).

If veterinarian certification, breed registry number or hunting license 
number are provided to avoid the $4 extra fee, the license must be 
purchased by mail or in person at the Montgomery County Auditor’s 
office or the Montgomery County Animal Resource Center. Multi-year and 
permanent dog licenses are also available for purchase, but only by mail 
or in person at the Montgomery County Auditor’s office at 451 W. Third 
Street, Dayton, Ohio 45422.
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Fourth Quarter Estimated Tax 
Payment Due 1-16-2024
If you estimate that you will owe $200 or more when you file your 
2023 City of Oakwood income tax return next year, you may need 
to remit quarterly estimated tax payments. Under the Ohio Revised 
Code, you must be 90% paid in by January 16, 2024 or have paid in 
100% of your 2022 tax liability. Penalty and interest may be imposed 
for late or non-payment of your estimated taxes. Payment vouchers 
are available in the tax office and on the city’s website. Contact the 
tax office at (937) 298-0531 with any questions.

December/January  
Council Meetings
City Council will meet in regular 
sessions at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
December 4 and Tuesday, January 
2. Both meetings will take place 
at the city building, 30 Park Avenue. 
The regular sessions are preceded by 
an open work session beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
The regular sessions are televised live on the city website at  
www.oakwoodohio.gov, and on cable TV (Spectrum Ch. 6, 
TV Tuner Ch. 5.03 and AT&T U-verse Ch. 99). The meetings 
are also accessible via the Zoom remote meeting platform. 
Links to the meeting will be posted to the city website at  
4 p.m. on the meeting date. Meeting videos will be rebroadcast 
for a week or so afterward. Please check your cable guide or  
www.mvcc.net for broadcast times. Meeting videos can also be 
viewed on the city website.

Holiday Closings
City offices, the Community Center 
and the Public Works Center will be 
closed on Monday, December 25 for 
Christmas and on Monday, January 1 
for New Year’s.

City offices, the Community Center 
and the Public Works Center
will also be closed on Monday, 
January 15 in recognition of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

Please refer to the holiday refuse 
pickup article herein for the holiday 
refuse collection schedules. 



Far Hills Storm  
Sewer Reconstruction
Much of the work on the Far Hills Storm Sewer 
Reconstruction project is completed.  The remaining 
pipe installation work will take place over the next few 
weeks, followed by temporary roadway and site restoration.  
Final and detailed roadway and site restoration will be
completed in 2024, as weather permits.  Detailed information 
about the project, including construction updates, is posted 
to the city website at www.oakwoodohio.gov.

 

Far Hills Roadway 
Curb and Catch  

Basin Reconstruction
Most of the roadway curb replacement work

along Far Hills Avenue between Patterson Road and 
Dorothy Lane is completed. The next phase of the project 
involves reconstruction of stormwater catch basin inlets.  
In 2024, the entire two miles of Far Hills Avenue (SR 48) in 
Oakwood will be resurfaced.
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Vacant House Checks
Are you planning a winter getaway for an extended weekend, for a whole 
week, or for a month or longer? Please remember that the Oakwood Public 
Safety Department offers a free Vacant House Check (VHC) program to all 
Oakwood residents. The VHC program is a crime prevention tool that can 
be beneficial in protecting your residence. Once enrolled in the program, 
Public Safety Officers will make periodic checks of your residence while 
you are away and make notification to your emergency contact number 
should a problem be discovered. 

To take advantage of this program, visit our website at 
www.oakwoodohio.gov and submit a house check request, or
contact the Oakwood Public Safety Department Dispatch Center at 
(937) 298-2122. You will need to provide the following information: duration 
of your trip, vehicles parked in the driveway, a local emergency contact 
person, notification telephone number that you can be reached at while 
you are away, and the names of anyone who will be at your residence while 
you are away. 

 
 
 

Direct Your Taxes to  
the City of Oakwood
Did you know that there are actually 3 
jurisdictions in Ohio that have “Oakwood” 
in their name? While we are the only city, 
there are 2 villages also located within 
Ohio. Taxpayers and even tax preparers 
oftentimes confuse our city with either 
one of the villages. The city of Oakwood’s 
Income Tax Department provides services 
to collect income taxes and process 
income tax returns for the city. We do not 
utilize an outside agency, such as the Regional Income Tax Agency, for our 
tax services. If you are having your employer withhold Oakwood income 
tax from your wages, please make sure that your employer’s payroll 
department chooses the city of Oakwood, Montgomery County, so that your 
tax dollars are remitted to the correct locale.
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Pre-Sale/Pre-Rental Inspections
Thinking of selling or renting your home? The city of Oakwood has a Pre- HOW IT WORKS:
sale/Pre-Rental Inspection program. To transfer legal ownership of any real 

• Sellers submit a pre-sale/pre-rental inspection form to the city  
estate premises within the city of Oakwood, or to rent a property, the current 

(available on our website), pay the $70 inspection fee, and the inspection 
owner must obtain a pre-sale/pre-rental inspection and receive a Certificate 

is scheduled.
of Occupancy for the buyer or tenant. This program was established in 1968 
to ensure that properties are code-compliant at the time of sale or rental, • An inspector will meet the property owner (or real estate agent) and 
or brought into compliance shortly thereafter. Inspections are good for one perform an inspection of both the interior and exterior of the property 
year, so this can be done ahead of time to avoid a time crunch when you for compliance with the building, zoning, and property maintenance 
have obtained a buyer or tenant. This program is especially important to a codes. You can prepare for this inspection – things we will be looking to 
community like Oakwood with an aging housing stock. It helps to protect confirm include placement of smoke detectors (one in every bedroom, 
property values by ensuring homes are continuously maintained. plus one per floor), stairway hand rails, and other safety requirements, 

functioning plumbing and electrical fixtures and devices, as well as 
general property maintenance. Also, the inspector will verify that HVAC 
equipment has been properly installed and inspected through the city 
of Kettering’s building department.

• Once an inspection is complete, and any violations are remedied, the 
city prepares a Certificate of Occupancy, which is necessary for closing 
on the property or prior to the move-in of a new tenant.

If you have any questions about the process or are preparing to sell or rent 
your home, call the city’s Zoning Office at (937) 297-2920, or email us at 
zoning@oakwoodohio.gov and we will walk you through the process. More 
information is available on the city’s website at https://oakwoodohio.gov/
pre-sale-inspection-program/. 



Holiday Safety Tips 

The holiday season is upon us and many will be traveling, shopping, or 
attending special holiday events. This often leads to our homes being 
unoccupied for extended periods of time during the day and evening 
hours. Unfortunately, this is also the time of the year when others are 
looking for the opportunity to take advantage of unoccupied homes 
or distracted shoppers. The Oakwood Pubic Safety Department offers 
the following holiday safety tips:

If you are planning a quick getaway, have a neighbor watch 
your home and retrieve any packages, newspapers, or mail 
daily. If planning to be away for an extended period of time, 
have someone shovel any snow from your walks and driveway. 
Additionally, leave lights on or set timers. Make your home appear 
occupied. Accumulating packages, newspapers, mail, a dark 
house, and snow covered driveways all make your home an 
easy target for would-be burglars casing a neighborhood. Lastly, 
whether going on a quick getaway or extended vacation, contact 
the Oakwood Public Safety Department by calling (937) 298-2122  
and request officers conduct a Vacant House Check on your residence.

Shop during daylight hours when possible. If you must shop at 
night, consider going with a friend or family member. Dress casually, 
avoid wearing expensive jewelry, do not carry large amounts of cash, 
and avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to 
maintain clear visibility and freedom of motion.

Additionally, don’t allow yourself to get easily sidetracked 
and lose awareness of what is happening around you. 
Be cautious of strangers approaching you for any reason, 
such as handing out fliers, asking for directions or where 
a store is located. Many criminals use this simply as a  
method to distract you. Keep your purse or wallet in your immediate 
sight at all times and secure your credit cards after every transaction. 

If shopping during the late afternoon or evening hours, park in 
a well-lit space, or an area that will be well-illuminated once it 
is dark. Also, if possible, park near the store or malls main entrance. 
After shopping, end your cell phone conversation before walking to 
your vehicle. Walk with a purpose to and from your destination. Have 
your keys ready and lock your doors immediately upon entering your 
vehicle. Remember, when making multiple stops, place shopping 
bags and gifts in the trunk or out of plain view. Breaking into an empty 
car isn’t worth a thief’s time. 

Please heed these safety tips and have a safe and happy  
holiday season.
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Oakwood Fall Grants
(continued from cover)

Oakwood Schools Foundation (OSF) grants will fully fund a  
sensory regulation project for Oakwood Schools preschool, 
STEM materials for fourth graders, a visual timeline of the 
Harman School history and kindergarten readiness kits for 
incoming students at Lange School. 

Other grants supported by partner organizations include:

• A new camera lens and lighting upgrades for the OHS
Yearbook and Ax Media programs supported by OFAB and
OJH/OHS PTO

• Whale Week and Muse Machine funding supported by the
elementary school PTOs

Grants such as these directly impact student and teacher needs  
and enrich students’ academic experiences and support 
Oakwood Schools’ teachers in novel and exciting ways. For 
more information on this process and past grants, please visit  
oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org/grants.

KEEP IN TOUCH: Connecting with friends, teachers
and Oakwood Schools is easier than ever. Visit the District 
website at oakwoodschools.org and search alumni. You 
can also email us at alumni@oakwoodschools.org or call 
(937) 297-5332.

Homecoming Weekend Annual 
Events Success for Foundation 
More than 350 guests attended Come Back Lumberjacks, 
the annual Homecoming party hosted by the Oakwood Schools 
Foundation at the Dayton Country Club during Homecoming weekend 
2023. Open to the community and visiting alumni, the annual event 
has raised more than $140,000 toward the Foundation’s mission 
since its inception nine years ago. 

The annual event includes a post-game party, providing alumni and 
friends the opportunity to come together and enjoy the excitement 
of the seasons’ beloved fall traditions. Come Back Lumberjacks 
highlights the return of alumni, from across the US, and sometimes 
even the globe, who come back to reconnect with friends and family 
and reminisce on their times walking the OHS hallways. 

Oakwood’s Homecoming weekend tradition also include the 
Homecoming Tours, hosted by OSF on the Saturday of the 
weekend. Once again this year, Oakwood neighbors, alumni, 
families and friends gathered on the Alumni Plaza for the tours.  

Current students paired up with visitors to guide them on a tour of the Junior High  
and High School. Students featured special highlights about the many updates 
that have been provided over the decades thanks to donors of the Foundation. 

For more details on these events and to see photo booth photos from the party, 
visit oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org.

Thank you to our  2023 Sponsors who made this event possible!
Presented by

Gold Sponsors

Blue Sponsors

Lumberjack Sponsors

Ellen & Jeff Ireland OHS ‘72Coolidge Wall Co., L.P.A. 

Kawai Family Foundation 
OHS ‘00 & ‘01

Coyne Dentistry

Jill Garnette OHS ‘76

Nilesh & Jamie Mhaskar 

Colleen Jones Greer
OHS ‘83

Kolodesh Family Foundation

Dion & Lori Flannery

Stephens Insurance Agency
The Spaulding Family

Ruetschle Architects

Space Three

Linda Woods
Kevin Jones OHS ‘82

Chris OHS ‘76 & Kara Conard
Virginia & Edman Gray

Keith & Amy OHS ‘98 Martin

Chris & Emma Butler
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GIVE TODAY

BETTER
TOGETHER

Your gift - no matter the size - enhances our
students’ educational experience. 

Join us and make your 100% tax-deductible gift today. 

ACADEMICS
ARTS

ATHLETICS

oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org/annual-fund-
for-students

For more information on how to give, 
call (937) 297-5332 or send an email to
contact@oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org.
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Oakwood Schools supports and appreciates the arts. From theatre to music and more, we love sharing our students’ work with the 
Oakwood community. Check out our Performing Arts calendar and make plans to attend these wonderful events. You can find the 
Performing Arts calendar on our District website at oakwoodschools.org.

2023 School Year
DEC 2023

7 p.m. Oakwood Board of Education 11 Regular Meeting

21-29 No School

JAN 2024

1-2 No School

3 Classes Resume

7 p.m. Oakwood Board of Education 8 Regular & Organizational Meeting

15 No School - Martin Luther King Jr.

For the latest list of happenings in the Oakwood 
Schools go to oakwoodschools.org  

and check out our calendars. 

Stay connected with Oakwood Schools!
@OakwoodSchools @Oakwood_Schools @Oakwood_Schools



Wright Library Welcomes New Youth 
Services Coordinator Michele Schoen
(continued from cover)

ENCOURAGING YOUR CHILDREN TO READ 
By Michele Schoen, Youth Services Coordinator 

I am a librarian and a mom, and I understand the struggles parents face. To 
encourage our children, we need to empower them to be engaged in what 
interests them. This can be challenging in our 21st century society, where 
we encounter continuous distractions and information overload. In addition, 
learning to read can be a struggle and at times seem like a chore. Every one 
of us is different, and this applies to our children and their reading interests 
and abilities. First, and most important, give yourself grace as a parent. Not 
everyone is a voracious reader, and that is OK. Remember the big picture 
and aim for overall literacy. 

Here are some of my practical tips: 

1. Reading to and with your children is one of the most powerful things 
you can do. For children who are learning to read or reading on their 
own, you can take turns reading by alternating pages or chapters. 
Let your child choose the book, or take turns choosing, and keep the 
experience positive. 

2. Try out different ways of engaging with stories, whether it’s listening 
to an audiobook, checking out the graphic novel version of a classic, 
reading a book and then watching the movie, or going to the theater to 
see a story acted out on stage. 

3. When your child asks questions, suggest going to the library together 
to find books or other materials on the topic. Let their interests guide 
the process. 

4. Subscribe to magazines of interest to your child; it is exciting for children 
to get their own mail! For children under 5, sign up for Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library (ohioimaginationlibrary.org/enroll) to receive a free 
book every month. 

5. Participate in a variety of library and community activities and events 
to explore wherever your family’s curiosity takes you! A love of lifelong 
learning can spark increased interest in reading.

Read an interview with Schoen, who started as Wright Library’s Youth 
Services Coordinator in September, at www.wrightlibrary.org

Teen & Tween Time
Tween Hangout
Tue. | Dec. 5; Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30 | 3:30 p.m. 
Grades: 4-6 
Themed, hands-on activities each week - perfect 
for upper elementary kids to interact with friends.

Teen Advisory Board
Wed. | Dec. 6; Jan. 10* | 3:30 p.m. 
Grades: 7-12 
Plan, promote, and participate in projects that serve the library and the 
community. 
*Milk & Cookies Think Tank with Library Ambassadors (K-6)

Teen Exam Break
Dec. 18, 19, & 20 | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. daily 
Grades: 7-12 
Between exams, relax and refuel at the library with food, therapy  
dogs, and friends. Made possible with funding from the Wright  
Library Foundation.

Breakfast & Books for Teens
Sat. | Jan. 13 | 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Grades: 7-12 
Wake up with breakfast while talking about books and other favorite 
topics. PJs welcome!

Winter Reading for Adults
Wright Library Book Club
Tue. | Dec. 12 | 7 p.m. | This Time Tomorrow by Emma Straub
When Alice wakes up on her fortieth birthday, she finds herself in 1996, 
reliving her sixteenth birthday. Now armed with a new perspective, 
some past events take on new meaning. Is there anything that she 
would change if she could?

Tue. | Jan. 9 | 7 p.m. | Full Dark House by Christopher Fowler
A bizarre gothic mystery of a killer stalking London’s theaters and the 
two detectives who get involved at any price.

Next Chapter Book Club
Mon. | Dec. 4, 11, 18; Jan. 8, 22, 29 | 6 p.m. | In-person and virtual
Lively discussions are expected at this friendly book club, where every 
voice is heard. Designed for adults with developmental disabilities.

Winter Reading Challenge
Jan. 22 - Feb. 18
Get “S’mitten” with the library’s collection - read 
books, watch movies, win prizes.

History Mystery Book Club
Thu. | Jan. 25 | 7 p.m. | Polonium in the Playhouse: The Manhattan Project’s 
Secret Chemistry Work in Dayton, Ohio by Linda Carrick Thomas
Seized by the War Department in 1944, Dayton’s Runnymede Playhouse was 
transformed into a polonium processing facility. With the help of an undercover 
Soviet spy, it was also key to the Soviet Union’s atomic bomb program.
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For Kids & Families
Books & Blocks
Fri. | Dec. 1 & 8; Jan. 12, 19, 26 | 10:30 a.m. | Ages: 0-5 years 

Crafty Kids
Sat. | Dec. 2, 9, 16, 30; Jan. 13, 20, 27 | 10 a.m.  
Ages: Pre-K - Grade 6 | While supplies last

Nutcracker Storytime for Families
Sat. | Dec. 2 | 1 p.m.
The magic of The Nutcracker comes to life with student 
dancers from The Ballare School of Dance.

Baby Storytime
Mon. | Dec. 4; Jan. 8, 22, 29 | 10:30 a.m. | Ages: 0-18 months

Terrific Tales
Tue. | Dec. 5; Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30 | 10:30 a.m. 
Ages: 3-5 years | Siblings welcome

Winter Break LEGO® Fun
Dec. 21 - Jan. 2 | Regular Library Hours  
Ages: Pre-K - Grade 6

Stuffed Animal Storytime & Sleepover
Fri. | Jan. 12 | 6 p.m.
Evening storytime for kids and their favorite stuffed animal. 
Afterwards, stuffies will have a fun-filled library sleepover 
documented on social media. In partnership with the Oakwood 
MOMs Little Hands Big Hearts committee. 

Snow Crafts for All Ages
Sun. Jan. 21 | Drop-in 2-4 p.m.

Painting Party for Teens
Fri. | Jan. 26 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Grades 7-12
Learn to paint a snowy winter scene. Canvas and supplies 
provided...snacks too!

For Adults
Tech Tutoring Drop-in
Wed. | Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27; Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 | 10 a.m.
Librarians provide one-on-one assistance to work through your computer, phone, and 
tech issues.

American Red Cross Training
Basic Life Support - Thu. | Dec. 7 & 14 | 3 p.m.
First Aid/CPR/AED - Thu. | Dec. 7 & 14 | 6 p.m.
Register at wrightlibrary.org/arc-training 

Genealogy Interest Group
Wed. | Dec. 13 & Jan. 10 | 6:30 p.m.
An informal meet-up to discuss and engage in genealogy research. Location: Library Shank 
Conference Room or sign up for the virtual option at wrightlibrary.org/gig-registration

Wright Library Poets
Tue. | Dec. 19 & Jan. 16 | 7 p.m.
Open writing group for adults to share, improve, and enjoy. Beginners welcome.

Small Business Series: Marketing
Wed. | Jan. 10 | 11:30 a.m. | Virtual Lunch & Learn | RSVP required
You’ve got a great idea, but how do you reach your audience? Alex Kohls from the Small 
Business Administration and other professionals provide valuable marketing insight.

Crochet & Connect
Sun. | Jan. 14 | 3 p.m.
Bring a project and connect with other crocheting enthusiasts. All skill levels welcome.

Explore astronomy books, media, and
programs at Wright Library as we gear
up for the Solar Eclipse on April 8, 2024!  
Follow along on social media.
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CITY OF OAKWOOD 
DEPARTMENT NUMBERS
City Manager’s Office 
937-298-0600
Engineering & Public Works 
937-298-0777
Finance 
937-298-0402
Income Tax 
937-298-0531
Leisure Services/Horticulture 
937-298-0775
Personnel 
937-298-0411
Public Safety (non-emergency) 
937-298-2122
Planning & Zoning 
937-297-2920

CITY COUNCIL
William Duncan, Mayor
Steve Byington, Vice Mayor
Rob Stephens
Anne Hilton
Leigh Turben

ADMINISTRATION
Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager
Carol D. Collins, Leisure Services Director
Cindy S. Stafford, CPA, Finance Director
Chief Alan J. Hill, CLEE, Public Safety Director
Robert F. Jacques, Esq., City Attorney
Doug Spitler, PE, Public Works Director
Chris Kuzma, PE, City Engineer
Ethan Kroger, Planning & Zoning Manager
Sangita Anand, Human Resources Manager
Dr. Stephen Enseleit, MD, Health Commissioner

BOARD OF EDUCATION
John Wilson, President
Laura Middleton, Vice President
Debbie DiLorenzo
Lauren Kawai
Deron Schwieterman

ADMINISTRATION
Neil Gupta, Ed.D, Superintendent 
Laura Sauber, Treasurer 
Allyson Couch, Director of Educational Services
Kimbe Lange, Ed.D., Director of Curriculum
Paul Waller, Ph.D., OHS Principal
Tim Badenhop, OJH Principal/ 
Associate Principal 9-12 OHS
Tyler Rhodus, Director of Athletics
and Student Activities
Cassie Schoch, Smith Principal
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Making a Difference:  
Rick and Jane Schwartz
Rick Schwartz and Jane Flory Schwartz will soon see 
their love of the arts and support of Oakwood Schools 
come to fruition with the opening of the Rick and Jane 
Schwartz Performing Arts Wing at Oakwood Junior 
High and Oakwood High School.

The new arts wing is named for the alumni couple 
who graduated from OHS in the Class of 1967. The 
Schwartzes have been active supporters of the arts 
in the Miami Valley, including the Victoria Theatre 
Association and the Dayton Performing Arts Alliance.

Now with the new enhanced learning space for choir, 
band, and orchestra, the Schwartzes have been able to 
continue developing the arts in the area and supporting 
their alma mater. The couple helped The Oakwood explore or cultivate a passion in the school community.  
Schools Foundation launch FLOURISH: A Campaign for “I am truly excited for our students to fill the new 
Oakwood’s Performing and Visual Arts and served as spaces with music and thankful for Mr. and Mrs. 
the campaign’s Honorary Chairpersons. Schwartz,” said Dr. Gupta.

Rick Schwartz says he believes the enhanced learning Jane Schwartz has fond memories of her time in the 
space in the new wing will impact the community for Oakwood Schools and the encouragement of her 
generations to come  “As a former member of the art teacher, Mr. C., who inspired her to earn a minor 
Oakwood band, I know that music education helped in art in college.  “Rick and I feel that art education 
stimulate my interest in math and science and gave improves the quality of a young person’s life. It 
me a lifelong appreciation for classical music,” Rick prepares young people for success in the twenty-first-
Schwartz said. “The arts in education fosters bright, century workplace, and it also creates a path to lifelong 
creative, and socially engaged students. These learning,” Jane Schwartz said.
students will grow up to be our next generations of The Rick and Jane Schwartz Performing Arts 
leaders, parents, teachers, artists, and engineers.” Wing is scheduled to open by February 2024.  
Superintendent of Oakwood Schools Dr. Neil Gupta To learn more about the Flourish Campaign, visit 
believes their generous donation will foster a sense of oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org.
community, excitement, and growth for students and 
become a beacon for current and future students to 




