CITY MANAGER’S NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 8, 2023

IMPORTANT COUNCIL DATES:

December 10, Sunday, 6:30 p.m. — Holiday of Lights (Shafor Park)
January 2, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)
January 22, Monday, 5 p.m. — Work Session (30 Park)

February 5, Monday, 6:30 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)
February 26, Monday, 5 p.m. — Work Session (30 Park)

March 4, Monday, 6:30 p.m. — Regular Session (30 Park)

March 18, Monday, 5 p.m. — Work Session (30 Park)

BUSINESS UPDATE:

>

Holiday of Lights: Our annual holiday event begins at 6:30 p.m. this Sunday. As usual, it will
include the tree lighting, music, refreshments, carriage rides along Shafor Boulevard... and
Santa Claus! Enclosed are Register and DDN articles. Also enclosed is a Register article about
the luminarias on sale.

2024 Personnel Ordinance: Enclosed is a memo to staff about the 2024 pay increase. On
behalf of all staff, thank you.

December 4 Council: Enclosed is a Register article about actions taken at our December
meeting. Also enclosed is a Register photo of PSO Mitchell’s swearing-in ceremony.

Five Points: Enclosed are the following:

A press release that was distributed after Monday’s council meeting.

An email sent to the BRC.

A DDN article.

A December 5 email exchange with Nick Blizzard at the DDN.

An email exchange between Mike Armstrong and Mary Hoy, P.E. Mary is the ODOT
District 7 Traffic Planning Engineer.

Finance Report: Enclosed are the October finance report and Cindy’s highlights memo.

Codification Updates: Enclosed are updated pages for our Traffic & General Offenses Codes
and Streets and Public Services Code.

12/6 PC Meeting: The PC met on Wednesday to consider two separate lot consolidation
applications... one for 349 E. Schantz Avenue and one for 810 E. Schantz Avenue. By a vote
of 3 -0, with two members (Steve Byington and Greg Lauterbach) excused absent, the
consolidations were approved.

Right-of-Way Decorations: Enclosed is a DDN article about the holiday light issue at 303
Wonderly Avenue.

Far Hills Resurfacing: The 2024 Far Hills Resurfacing Project is scheduled to bid on January
25, 2024.




» ODOT Highway Safety Improvement Program: Enclosed is a DDN article announcing the
grant awards under the latest HSIP program. It reports that 16 of the 25 projects funded are to
construct roundabouts.

» TCSU Banquet: Today was the annual end of the year TCSU banquet. PSO Ross Green and
PSO Josh Wells were formally recognized for their involvement in the March 31 apprehension
of a subject for fraudulent postal theft.

> Solar Eclipse: The April 8, 2024 total solar eclipse is expected to have an enormous impact on
the Dayton region, in terms of public interest. This was a primary topic of discussion at the
annual meeting last week of the Montgomery County Emergency Management Agency. Chief
Hill attended that meeting. Enclosed are two information slides about the pending eclipse.

» Adggregation: | attended the annual meeting for the MVVCC aggregation program that was held
on Tuesday. Enclosed is a handout provided by the folks from Palmer Energy Company. Page
2 provides enrollment numbers for the electricity aggregation agreement with Energy Harbor.
Oakwood has 1,157 participating customers. We have 3,213 single-family homes in Oakwood,
191 condominiums and 557 residential units in multi-family buildings.

» Chris Epley: Enclosed are DDN and Register articles about Chris being elected as Presiding
and Administrative Judge of the Second District Court of Appeals.

» Marijuana: Enclosed are two more DDN articles about communities enacting moratoriums
and/or considering bans. Also enclosed is a DDN article about actions contemplated by the
Ohio Senate.

» Water Service Pipes: Enclosed is another DDN article on this topic.




» License Plate Readers: Enclosed is a DDN article about the Dayton Police Department
expanding the use of license plate readers. Dayton PD uses both fixed base and mobile
readers. You may recall that a few years ago we were questioned about our use of mobile
devices. We do not have any fixed base devices in Oakwood.

> Property Taxes: Enclosed is another DDN article about property taxes in Ohio.

» Dayton Income Tax Renewal: Enclosed is a DDN article about a 0.25% Dayton income tax
renewal planned for the March 19 ballot. The measure was first approved in 2016 and has an
eight-year term.
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November Finance Report & Highlights Memo
Codification Updates

DDN article re: Right-of-Way Decorations

DDN article re: ODOT Highway Safety Improvement Program
Solar Eclipse Information Slides

Aggregation Handout

DDN & Register articles re: Chris Epley

DDN article re: Marijuana

DDN article re: Water Service Pipes

DDN article re: License Plate Readers

DDN article re: Property Taxes

DDN article re: Dayton Income Tax Renewal




Holiday of Lights celebrates
season Dec. 10 at Shafor Park

Oakwood will celebrate its annual
Holiday of Lights festival beginning
at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. Dec. 10, at
Shafor Park. beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Mayor Bill Duncan will welcome
those attending. followed by the
lighting of the holiday tree.

Entertainment will be provided by
the Oakwood High School Band and
Choir performing holiday songs. Santa
Claus will be arriving on an Qakwood
fire truck. and children will be able

to talk with Santa after his arrival in
the park.

Hot cocoa and popcorn will be
served. Also, this year, there will be
horse drawn carriage and wagon rides
for the family going throughout the
community to see the beautiful display
of luminarias decorating and lining the
streets of the community.

The event is free and open to the
public.

THE OAKWOOD REGISTER December 6, 2023



M Lighting Up Oakwood

Beginning at 6 p.m., lit
luminaries will line the
boulevards on Far Hills
Avenue, Shafor Boulevard
and other prominent build-
ings in Oakwood. At 6:30
p.m., the illumination of
the city’s holiday tree will
take place at Shafor Park,
along with live entertain-
ment, refreshments, visits
with Santa Claus and horse-
drawn carriage rides.

Where: Shafor Park,
located on Shafor Boule-
vard and Patterson Road
in Oakwood

When: 6:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 10

More info: Website

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 5. 2023 | DAY TON DAILY NEWS



‘Lighting Up’ Oakwood illuminates city for the holidays

The City of Oakwood and
the Oakwood Beautification
Committee are “lighting up”
Oakwood on Sunday, Dec. 10,
beginning at 6 p.m. intervals and one foot from

Luminarias for the event will the curb.
be sold by the dozen at the - and 10-hour burning candles. * If lining the sidewalks. place
OCC. 105 Patterson Road. The price Suggested instructions for the atevery crack in the sidewalk, or every
is $6 and includes white bags, sand placement of luminarias is as follows:  three for placement.

» If placed in the right of way
areas, put a luminaria bag at
every crack in the curb area,
or approximately at 7-foot

THE OAKWOOD REGISTER December 6, 2023



MEMORANDUM

TO: MANAGEMENT, OFFIGE AND COURT STAFF
FROM: NORBERT KLOPSCQ L
SUBJECT: 2024 PERSONNEL ORDINANCE

DATE: DECEMBER 5, 2023

At the public meeting last night, Oakwood City Council unanimously approved the 2024 Personnel
Ordinance.

The Ordinance includes a 2,95% pay increase for management, office and court staff. The increase will be
effective the pay period beginning December 18, 2023.

City Council’s approval of the pay increase reaffirms their appreciation of our work and recognition of the
excellent services that we provide to our Oakwood citizens and businesses.

Thank you for all you do in service to our community and have a great holiday season.
NSK:ls

cc: Members of Council
Judge Peggy Quinn



Oakwood postpones plans

for Far Hills roundabout, places
2.41-mill levy on March 2024
ballot, raises water, sewer rates

Oakwood City Council on Monday
unanimously voted to abandon plans for
a roundabout on Far Hills Avenue - for
now. While there was overwhelming
agreement among city lawmakers to
retain the current traffic pattern at
the Five Points intersection for now,
there also appeared 1o be consensus
that the roundabout proposal would be
revisited at some point in the future,

In announcing plans to suspend the
roundabout proposal, Oakwood Mayor
Bill Duncan noted that the city had
“spent a lot of due diligence” on the
proposal, adding that “this could be a
good project for the city.”

“I do support suspension of the
roundabout,” said Council member
Leigh T'urben, adding that a “better
and more elficient” plan for the Five
Points intersection might be viable in
COMINg years.

Councilman Rob Stephens said that
he liked the idea of a roundabout,
apprecited the work that city stall
did on analyzing the proposal and feh
the plan adequately addressed student
and pedestrian  safety, but  raised
concerns about a large roundabout
being placed on uneven terrain, 1 have
hesitations,” Stephens said, adding that
most roundabouts he has encountered

or reviewed are on flat surfaces,
Stephens raised concerns about how
a significant winter ice evenl might
impact the intersection if a roundabout
were 1o be installed.

“1 don’t think 1t is the right time”
for a roundabout, Stephens added.

“I agree that we've done our due
diligence,” said Oakwood Vice Mayor
Steve Byington. “Some of the things
that we still have concerns with will
have to be looked at.”

“I fully support what was done
tonight,” City Manager Norb Klopsch
suid alter the vote o postpone the
roundabout  proposal.  “The last
14-15 months have been a journcy. |
think that the work we did will pay
big dividends in the future. As an
engineer, | delinitely see the value of
a roundabout. 1t's a matter of timing. |
do think over time the landscape may
change in our community.”

The decision to  scuttle  the
roundabout proposal comes just days
after a group of Oakwood residents

Karen and Michacl Armstrong,
Alex and Larry Drummy and Lu Ann
Stanley - submitted a 42-page analysis
of accidents at Five Points intersection

Sce Levy on page 7 P



P Levy from page 1

and comparative data [rom existing
roundabouts to the Ohio Department
of Transportation (ODOT). That
white paper noted an increase in the
number of accidents reported in double
lanc roundabouts by the Michigan
Department of Transportation in an
analysis of 142 roundabouts in that
state from 2004 to 2019.

“We submitted a Citizen Review
and Analysis of Oakwood’s Highway
Safcty  Improvement  Funding
Application to the Ohio Department

» Levy from page 7

negotiated with collective bargaining

units representing other city workers.
Council approved a 2024 budget for

Qakwood, allocating $21.6 million for

ol Transportation. The document was
prepared after a detailed and thorough
analysis of the roundabout proposal,
including cxtensive rescarch and
cngagement with 2 number of state
and national transportation officials
including ODOT.” said Michacl
Armstrong. “The next day we emailed
all council members and a number of
scnior city employces. We have not
received any formal response of our
submission and the decision by council
may be a coincidence but the timing is
certainly suspecl. Clearly council was

not transparent as o the reasoning for
the decision, given they had already
publicly committed to await a [unding
decision by ODOT belfore any go/no
go decision. What changed?”

Council on Monday also voted
to place a new 2.41-mill, five-year
property levy on the March 19, 2024,
ballot, replacing a 3.75-mill property
tax renewal that was to have appeared
on the November 2023 ballot. That
levy renewal did not appear in Jast
month’s clection because of a clerical
crror at city hall.

Council originally appropriated
$220.000 to cover the city’s estimated
share of the project, with the Ohio
Department of Transportation covering
80 percent and Oakwood paying
20 percent of the resurfacing cost.

major operating funds in 2024, with
total expenditures budgeted at $30.6
million, or $25 million after a transfer
adjustment of $5.6 million projected
for next year. '

Council also authorized an
additional $140000 in expenditure
appropriations for resurfacing State
Route 48 (Far Hills Avenue).

Inflation and other market factors have
increased the projected cost of the
project. say Council members. forcing
the city to allocate additional funding.

Council members also amended the
city’s personnel schedule, establishing
compensation rates and benefits for
city employees. Annual salary rates

The new levy would mise
$1.137224 annually in tlax revenue
[or the city, and, il approved, cost
homeowners $84 a year for cach
$100,000 in property value. The new
levy is structured to generate the same
amount of lax revenue as the 3.75-mill
levy due to expire at the end of this
year and will not raise property taxes,
Byington assured residents.

Homcowners, however, will sce
their water and sanilary scwer rates
risc after the [irst of the year as Council
voled to increase city water and sewer

rates in 2024, Oakwood last raised
residential water rates in January 2017
and sewer rates in January 2018. With
Monday’s vote the average Oukwood
residential customer will sce their
water bill rise between $7 and $13 a
month, and sewer rates risc $7 to $14
a month, depending on waler usage.
Council voled to increase pay rates
for city cmployces not covered by
collective bargaining agreements and
municipal court cmployces by 295
percent, consistent with wage increases

See Levy on page 30 b

were established at $172.312.65 for the
city manager: $137.105.59 for public
safety director: $134.885.29 for the
public works director. finance director.
leisure services director, law director,
and city engineer: $127356.73 for
public safety captains: and $108.537.54
for refuse foreman, streets foreman,
public works foreman, and water plant
superintendent. The city manager,
however, has authorization to grant
city department heads “increases in
compensation in excess of the rates

established.”

THE OAKWOOD REGISTER December 6, 2023



New Public Safety Officer

s

: ! ke !
On Monday, Oakwood Mayor Bill Duncan administered the oath of office to Public Safety Officer Dustin Mitchell.

Mitchell previously served as a paramedic/irefighter with the Xenla Fire Department since January 2021 and In the
U.S. Army from 2013 to 2020, where he served as a Blackhawk helicopter crew chief,

THE OAKWOOD REGISTIR December 6, 2023 |



PRESS RELEASE

The City of Oakwood
30 Park Avenue
Oakwood, Ohio 45419

Subject: Far Hills Avenue, Oakwood Avenue and Thruston Boulevard Intersection

Date: December 4, 2023

OAKWOOD, OHIO:

At the December 4 public meeting, Oakwood City Council voted unanimously to suspend
work on a project that considered the conversion of the Far Hills Avenue, Oakwood Avenue
and Thruston Boulevard intersection along State Route 48, often referred to as Five Points,
from a traditional traffic signal to a roundabout.

Last year, the city of Oakwood commissioned a comprehensive traffic signal study with the
purpose to develop a long-range plan for major capital improvements to Oakwood'’s traffic
signal system, which consists of 17 signalized intersections. In May of this year, the
primary focus of the study was directed on the Five Points intersection. The traffic study
concluded that a roundabout could function well at Five Points.

Over the past six months, the city showed the citizens of Oakwood and the Dayton region
how the roundabout could function and obtained extensive public input and feedback. The
public reaction has been mixed. While there is support for building the roundabout, there
is also opposition.

“A roundabout at Five Points would be a change to how the intersection functions”, said
City Manager Norbert Klopsch. “There remains enough unfamiliarity with how
roundabouts operate to compel City Council to no longer advance the project at this time.
For the time being, the city will continue to maintain the existing traffic signal. All of the
work completed in studying the roundabout option will be very useful in the future when
the city will likely reconsider this matter”, Klopsch added.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager

(937) 298-0600

klopsch@oakwoodohio.gov




Klopsch, Norbert S.

From: Klopsch, Norbert S,
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 10:01 AM
To: Amanda Malusky Krauss (amanda.k krauss@gmail.com); Beth Ritzert

(baritzert@gmail.com); Bill Frapwell (frapwellw@ctt.com); Bill Meyer (bdmeyer4
@juno.com); Bill Rieger (rieger.bill@gmail.com); cait.botschner@gmail.com; Chas
Kidwell (kidwellc@childrensdayton.org); Dan Ferneding (danr@fernedinginsurance.com);
Dickerson, Dave S. (dave.dickerson@mvg.com); doug.kinsey@artifexfinancial.com;
Elizabeth Kussman (ebiffbrown@gmail.com); Ella Himes (ellahimes@yahoo.com); Ellen
Fodge (esfodge@gmail.com); Erika Endsley (erika.endsley@gmail.com); Fred Dudding
(dudfl@email.msn.com); Heidi Edwards (edwards.heidi@oakwoodschools.org); Howard
Boose (hboose3@gmail.com); Jeanne Boozell (cjbooze@yahoo.com); Jeff Woeste
(jwoeste@fhf-cpa.com); Jim Vaughn (jim.vaughn@taylor.com); John Gray
(jcg@grayamerica.com); John Jervis (john_jervis@ml.com); Kate Halpin
(halpinmail@yahoo.com); kemmarcus@yahoo.com; maew1981@gmail.com; Mark Risley;
Megan O'Leary (kennedmp51@gmail.com); Michael Hayes (mphayes@woh.rr.com);
Michael Vanderburgh (michaelvanderburgh@yahoo.com); Mike Ruetschle
(mike@ruetschle.com); Raya Whalen (raya.whalen@gmail.com); Sarah Waechter
(sjwaechter@yahoo.com); Susan Elliott (Elliott@udayton.edu); Yusaku Kawai
(ykawai@gmail.com)

Cc: Stacel, Lori; Anand, Sangita; Collins, Carol D.; Hill, Alan; Jacques, Robert; Kroger, Ethan;
Kuzma, Chris; Spitler, Doug; Stafford, Cindy; Hilton, Anne; Turben, Leigh; Duncan,
William; Stephens, Rob; Byington, Steve

Subject: Five Points Roundabout Option

Attachments: Press Release -- Five Points Intersection.docx

Greetings from City Hall!

At the public meeting last night, Oakwood City Council voted unanimously to suspend work on
the project that considered converting Five Points to a roundabout.

Attached is a press release that we distributed last night explaining the decision.

We received preliminary notice that ODOT was planning to award us $3,000,000 towards the
roundabout construction costs. The total construction cost estimate for the roundabout
design that we presented to the public last summer was $4.3 million. The grand total
estimated cost for the roundabout, including professional design services and right-of-way
expenses, was $5.55 million. Both of these estimates included cost estimate contingencies
and inflation factors for what would have been a FY 2027 project.

At the end of the day, we came to the conclusion that the timing is just not right for such a
major change to the Five Points intersection.

Norb



OAKWOOD

Oakwood has suspended a proposal for a roundabout on Ohio 48, citing a lack of data and insufficient
community support for changes at the intersection known as Five Points. JIM NOELKER / STAFF

Oakwood tables talk
of roundabout, cites
lack of data, support

City drew up plans. held public forums, even
received state funding before shelving project.

By Nick Blizzard
Staff Writer

Oakwood has suspended a
proposal for a roundabout on
Ohio 48, citing a lack of data and
insufficient community support.

The city council voted 5-0 Mon-
day night to put on hold the con-

cept proposed more than a year
ago. The decision came despite
preliminary state notice that $3
million — more than half of pro-
jected construction costs — was
to be made available, according
to the city.

Oakwood applied to the Ohio
Department of Transportation
earlier this year for funding for
a possible roundabout at the Far
Hills Avenue intersection of Oak-
wood Avenue and Thruston Bou-

levard, also known as Five Points.

ODOT results were “favorable.
However, we believe the commu-
nity support is not unanimous
either pro or against,” Oakwood
Mayor Bill Duncan said.

“But there (were) a lot of good
comments and we think that
eventually this could be a good

project for the city,” he added,
noting that perhaps with more
data, the project may be recon-
sidered.

The estimated cost for the
roundabout, including profes-
sional design services and right-
of-way expenses, is $5.55 mil-
lion, Oakwood City Manager
Norb Klopsch said.

The intersection is on a hill
and carries heavy traffic on Ohio
48 between Dayton and multi-

ple south suburbs, the nearest
being Kettering. Thruston and
Oakwood Avenue intersect with
the state route diagonally at the
same spot, giving the intersec-
tion six spokes.

The number of access points
makes the intersection “so
tricky,” Councilwoman Anne
Hilton said. That’s one of the
reasons Councilman Rob Ste-
phens said he favored the pro-
posal’s suspension.

While noting “a lot of posi-
tives to this roundabout,” Ste-
phens said, the intersections are
known to be safer and more effi-
cient “at four-way stops. That’s
where I think they really work
the best.”

The roundabout proposal
stemmed from a study last year
aimed at long-term traffic solu-
tions on the state route and its

Roundabout continued on B6



Roundabout

proposal

Oakwood has
suspended work on a
proposed roundabout
on Ohio 48 (Far Hills
Avenue) near the
Dayton border.

Roundabout

continued from Bl

17 signalized intersections
in the city.

The Five Points intersec-
tion’s signals are about 28
years old and will reach
their useful end in five to
10 years, according to the
city. Replacing traffic sig-
nals can cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

Officials said a key reason
for the roundabout proposal
is safety concerns.

The proposal in June
and July was the focus of a
series of open houses attract-
ing both positive and neg-
ative comments. The city
extended the public feed-
back time through Septem-
ber to help gain more input.

In the meantime, it applied
to ODOT for funding, amove
that led some residents to
question if a decision to go
forward with the roundabout
had been made.

Klopsch said Tuesday he
“would expect a decision
to be made in the next 5-10

Oakwoodhas
suspended
aproposal
fora
roundabout
on Ohio 48,
citingalack
of dataand
insufficient
community
support for
changes
atthe
intersection
known as
Five Points.
JIMNOELKER /
STAFF

years on whether to rebuild
atraditional signalized inter-
section or to build a round-
about. In the meantime, the
city will continue to oper-
ate and maintain the exist-
ing traffic signal.”

He added that “all of the
work completed in study-
ing the roundabout option
will be very useful in the
future when the city will
likely reconsider this mat-
ter.”

Contact this reporter at Nick.
Elizzard@coxinc.com)

DAYTON DAILY NEWS | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2023



Klopsch, Norbert S.

To: Blizzard, Nicholas (COP-Dayton)
Cc: Stacel, Lori
Subject: RE: Roundabout/Far Hills resurfacing proposal questions

Nick, Responses inserted below. Norb

Norbert S. Klopsch
Oakwood City Manager
(937) 298-0600

From: Blizzard, Nicholas (COP-Dayton) <Nick.Blizzard @coxinc.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 8:50 AM

To: Klopsch, Norbert S. <Klopsch@oakwood.oh.us>

Cc: Stacel, Lori <stacel@oakwood.oh.us>

Subject: Roundabout/Far Hills resurfacing proposal questions

Good morning Norb:

| saw part of the city council meeting Monday night about the roundabout proposal and saw
the release sent out after the meeting. But if you could address these questions this morning |
would greatly appreciate it:

-What projected cost — if any — has been estimated for the roundabout proposal Oakwood has
been considering? The total construction cost estimate for the roundabout design that we
presented to the public last summer was $4.3 million. The grand total estimated cost for the
roundabout, including professional design services and right-of-way expenses, was $5.55
million. Both of these estimates include cost estimate contingencies and inflation factors for
what was anticipated as a FY 2027 project.

-Mayor Bill Duncan said Oakwood’s application for ODOT funds had “favorable” results, but
did not specify any dollar amount the roundabout proposal may be in line for. What —if any -
dollar estimate did ODOT to convey to Oakwood in terms of potential funding assistance? We
received preliminary notice that $3,000,000 was to be made available towards construction
costs.

-Oakwood has cited the age of the intersection’s traffic devices as one of the reasons a
roundabout has been considered. Given the deteriorating traffic signals and previous concerns
about pedestrian safety at the Five Points intersection, when does the city expect to make any
decision about changes at the intersection? | would expect a decision to be made in the next
5-10 years on whether to rebuild a traditional signalized intersection or to build a roundabout.
-What influence — if any — will the Far Hills resurfacing scheduled for 2024 have on the timing
of improvements at the Five Points intersection? None. The asphalt resurfacing project will



be completed in 2024 as planned. Any future potential change to the design of the Five Points
intersection will not be impacted by the asphalt pavement resurfacing project.

Thanks,
Nick Blizzard

Nick Blizzard | Staff Writer

601 E 3" St., Suite 600, Dayton OH 45402
p: 937-610-7438 |
Nick.Blizzard @coxinc.com




|

Klopsch, Norbert S.

From: Mary.Hoy@dot.ohio.gov

Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2023 8:46 AM

To: Michael Armstrong

Cc: Scott.Schmid@dot.ohio.gov; Tricia.Bishop@dot.ohio.gov; Klopsch, Norbert S.

Subject: RE: Oakwood suspends work on Ohio 48 roundabout proposal between Dayton and
Kettering

Hi Mike,

The $3 million claim is correct, and | was the one who provided that notice to the city. Since
the decision has been made to suspend the project, ODOT is not currently involved, as we are
no longer reviewing an application and there is not currently an active project. Therefore, the
city is the appropriate contact for all further questions, comments, and concerns regarding this
intersection.

Respectfully,

Mary E. Hoy, P.E.

District Traffic Planning Engineer

ODOT District 7

1001 St. Marys Avenue, Sidney, Ohio 45365
(p) 937.497.6838

transportation.ohio.gov

From: Michael Armstrong <mfarm@icloud.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 8:52 AM

To: Hoy, Mary <Mary.Hoy@dot.ohio.gov>

Subject: Oakwood suspends work on Ohio 48 roundabout proposal between Dayton and
Kettering

FYI. Is the $3 million claim correct Mary? If so, who at ODOT would have provided the
communication?

https://www.daytondailynews.com/local/oakwood-suspends-work-on-ohio-48-roundabout-
proposal/STCAE6H6FFBCVIN745B3LESMDM/



Financial Reports

thru the Month of November
Fiscal Year 2023



Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances

for the period ended November 30, 2023

GENERAL CITY SERVICES FUNDS

Beginning Beginning . Ending Ending Change in Change in
# Fund Unencumbered | Encumbrances Cash Y-T-D Total Available Y-T-D Total Cash Encumbrances | Unencumbered Cash Unencumbered
Name Receipts Funds Disbursements
Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance
General Fund
101 General 9,305,059 80,227 9,385,286 13,942,906 23,328,192 14,193,451 9,134,741 365,273 8,769,468 (250,545) (535,591)
Major Operating Funds
220 Street Maintenance and Repair 500,000 54,257 554,257 1,333,705 1,887,962 1,266,804 621,158 121,158 500,000 66,901 -
228 Leisure Activity 500,000 18,680 518,680 1,084,517 1,603,197 1,000,144 603,053 103,053 500,000 84,373 -
230 Health 154,819 583 155,402 153,976 309,378 146,517 162,861 5,619 157,242 7,459 2,423
510 Sidewalk, Curb & Apron 200,000 - 200,000 217,207 417,207 225,790 191,417 - 191,417 (8,583) (8,583)
308 Equipment Replacement 1,216,820 273,454 1,490,274 610,915 2,101,189 392,735 1,708,454 356,118 1,352,336 218,180 135,516
309 Capital Improvement 1,218,874 395,362 1,614,236 1,250,000 2,864,236 1,335,417 1,528,819 228,098 1,300,721 (85,417) 81,847
707 Service Center 100,000 14,136 114,136 745,282 859,418 672,373 187,045 87,045 100,000 72,909 -
Other Funds
208 Bullock Endowment Trust 50,852 - 50,852 1,267 52,119 500 51,619 - 51,619 767 767
209 MLK Community Recognition - - - - - - - - - - -
210 Special Improvement District Assessment 5,586 - 5,586 117,306 122,892 122,892 - - - (5,586) (5,586)
211 Smith Memorial Gardens 400,000 2,686 402,686 104,157 506,843 86,183 420,660 6,552 414,108 17,974 14,108
212 Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment 39,648 - 39,648 1,930 41,578 - 41,578 - 41,578 1,930 1,930
213 Enforcement and Education 9,875 - 9,875 - 9,875 - 9,875 - 9,875 - -
214 Law Enforcement 18,272 - 18,272 - 18,272 - 18,272 - 18,272 - -
215 Drug Law Enforcement - - - - - - - - - - -
216 Police Pension - - - - - - - - - - -
217 Court Clerk Computerization 45,914 1,123 47,037 5,786 52,823 3,722 49,101 4,668 44,433 2,064 (1,481)
218 Court Computerization 41,425 - 41,425 2,599 44,024 2,656 41,368 2,851 38,517 (57) (2,908)
219 Court Special Projects 50,442 - 50,442 4,518 54,960 810 54,150 2,690 51,460 3,708 1,018
221 OneOhio Fund 5,750 - 5,750 15,033 20,783 - 20,783 - 20,783 15,033 15,033
224 State Highway Improvement 149,602 18,462 168,064 43,812 211,876 29,528 182,348 25,332 157,016 14,284 7,414
240 Public Safety Endowment 193,684 - 193,684 4,518 198,202 26,274 171,928 2,785 169,143 (21,756) (24,541)
250 Special Projects 3,522,798 - 3,522,798 1,112,147 4,634,945 - 4,634,945 - 4,634,945 1,112,147 1,112,147
310 Issue 2 Projects - - - - - - - - - - -
311 Public Facilities - - - - - - - - - - -
312 Local Coronavirus Relief - - - - - - - - - - -
313 Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 939,792 - 939,792 - 939,792 - 939,792 939,792 - - (939,792)
414 Bond Retirement - - - - - - - - - - -
508 Electric Street Lighting 100,000 30,600 130,600 184,239 314,839 135,928 178,911 47,966 130,945 48,311 30,945
706 Self-Funding Insurance Trust 25,000 - 25,000 6,734 31,734 6,734 25,000 - 25,000 - -
810 Fire Insurance Trust - - - - - - - - - - -
811 Contractors Permit Fee - - - 500 500 - 500 - 500 500 500
Total 18,794,212 889,570 19,683,782 20,943,054 40,626,836 19,648,458 20,978,378 2,299,000 18,679,378 1,294,596 (114,834)

CHART NE1




Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023

GENERAL CITY SERVICES FUNDS

Budgeted YTD % Net Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD %
Fund Outside Outside of Difference Transfer Transfer of Total Total of
# Name Receipts Receipts Budget (%) Receipts Receipts Budget Receipts Receipts Budget
General Fund
101 General 14,212,502 13,942,906 98 (269,596) - - - 14,212,502 13,942,906 98
Major Operating Funds
220 Street Maintenance and Repair 610,500 575,409 94 (35,091) 889,488 758,296 85 1,499,988 1,333,705 89
228 Leisure Activity 537,150 524,493 98 (12,657) 785,555 560,024 71 1,322,705 1,084,517 82
230 Health 161,224 153,976 96 (7,248) 23,716 - - 184,940 153,976 83
510 Sidewalk, Curb & Apron 95,000 85,507 90 (9,493) 131,700 131,700 100 226,700 217,207 96
308 Equipment Replacement - 10,915 - 10,915 600,000 600,000 100 600,000 610,915 102
309 Capital Improvement - - - - 1,200,000 1,250,000 104 1,200,000 1,250,000 104
707 Service Center 309,671 296,997 96 (12,674) 460,304 448,285 97 769,975 745,282 97
Other Funds
208 Bullock Endowment Trust 300 1,267 422 967 - - - 300 1,267 422
209 MLK Community Recognition - - - - - - - - - -
210 Special Improvement District Assessment 117,306 117,306 100 - - - - 117,306 117,306 100
21 Smith Memorial Gardens 54,600 74,291 136 19,691 87,515 29,866 34 142,115 104,157 73
212 Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment 2,600 1,930 74 (670) - - - 2,600 1,930 74
213 Enforcement and Education 200 - - (200) - - - 200 - -
214 Law Enforcement - - - - - - - - - -
215 Drug Law Enforcement - - - - - - - - - -
216 Police Pension - - - - - - - - - -
217 Court Clerk Computerization 8,000 5,786 72 (2,214) - - - 8,000 5,786 72
218 Court Computerization 4,200 2,599 62 (1,601) - - - 4,200 2,599 62
219 Court Special Projects 7,000 4518 65 (2,482) - - - 7,000 4518 65
221 OneOhio Fund 5,750 15,033 261 9,283 - - - 5,750 15,033 261
224 State Highway Improvement 47,250 43,812 93 (3,438) - - - 47,250 43,812 93
240 Public Safety Endowment 1,300 4,518 348 3,218 - - - 1,300 4518 348
250 Special Projects 4,800 112,147 2,336 107,347 1,000,000 1,000,000 100 1,004,800 1,112,147 111
310 Issue 2 Projects - - - - - - - - - -
31 Public Facilities - - - - - - - - - -
312 Local Coronavirus Relief - - - - - - - - - -
313 Local Fiscal Recovery Fund - - - - - - - - - -
414 Bond Retirement - - - - - - - - - -
508 Electric Street Lighting 125,000 136,839 109 11,839 47,400 47,400 100 172,400 184,239 107
706 Self-Funding Insurance Trust - - - - 17,500 6,734 38 17,500 6,734 38
810 Fire Insurance Trust - - - - - - - - - -
811 Contractors Permit Fee 2,000 500 25 (1,500) - - - 2,000 500 25
Total 16,306,353 16,110,749 99 (195,604) 5,243,178 4,832,305 92 21,549,531 20,943,054 97
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Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates

for the period ended November 30, 2023
GENERAL CITY SERVICES FUNDS

YTD Outside
Budgeted YTD % Disbursements % Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD Total %
Fund Outside Outside of & of Transfer Transfer of Total Disb., Enc. & of
# Name Disbursements Disbursements Budget Encumbrances| Encumbrances | Budget |Disbursements |Disbursements| Budget |Disbursements Tfrs Budget
General Fund
101 General 9,855,270 8,548,024 87 365,273 8,913,297 90 6,100,890 5,645,427 93 15,956,160 14,558,724 91
Major Operating Funds
220 Street Maintenance and Repair 1,360,657 1,078,626 79 121,158 1,199,784 88 193,588 188,178 97 1,554,245 1,387,962 89
228 Leisure Activity 1,337,585 996,344 74 103,053 1,099,397 82 3,800 3,800 100 1,341,385 1,103,197 82
230 Health 172,948 142,717 83 5,619 148,336 86 3,800 3,800 100 176,748 152,136 86
510 Sidewalk, Curb & Apron 226,700 225,790 100 - 225,790 100 - - - 226,700 225,790 100
308 Equipment Replacement 946,954 392,735 41 356,118 748,853 79 - - - 946,954 748,853 79
309 Capital Improvement 1,881,962 1,335,417 71 228,098 1,563,515 83 - - - 1,881,962 1,563,515 83
707 Service Center 784,111 672,373 86 87,045 759,418 97 - - - 784,111 759,418 97
Other Funds
208 Bullock Endowment Trust 500 500 100 - 500 100 - - - 500 500 100
209 MLK Community Recognition - - - - - - - - - - - -
210 Special Improvement District Assessment 122,892 122,892 100 - 122,892 100 - - - 122,892 122,892 100
211 Smith Memorial Gardens 144,801 86,183 60 6,552 92,735 64 - - - 144,801 92,735 64
212 Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment 1,500 - - - - - - - - 1,500 - -
213 Enforcement and Education 1,500 - - - - - - - - 1,500 - -
214 Law Enforcement 3,000 - - - - - - - - 3,000 - -
215 Drug Law Enforcement - - - - - - - - - - - -
216 Police Pension - - - - - - - - - - - -
217 Court Clerk Computerization 9,623 3,722 39 4,668 8,390 87 - - - 9,623 8,390 87
218 Court Computerization 9,000 2,656 30 2,851 5,507 61 - - - 9,000 5,507 61
219 Court Special Projects 5,500 810 15 2,690 3,500 64 - - - 5,500 3,500 64
221 OneOhio Fund - - - - - - - - - - - -
224 State Highway Improvement 59,062 29,528 50 25,332 54,860 93 - - - 59,062 54,860 93
240 Public Safety Endowment 33,000 26,274 80 2,785 29,059 88 - - - 33,000 29,059 88
250 Special Projects - - - - - - - - - - - -
310 Issue 2 Projects - - - - - - - - - - - -
311 Public Facilities - - - - - - - - - - - -
312 Local Coronavirus Relief - - - - - - - - - - - -
313 Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 939,793 - - 939,792 939,792 100 - - - 939,793 939,792 100
414 Bond Retirement - - - - - - - - - - - -
508 Electric Street Lighting 203,000 135,928 67 47,966 183,894 91 - - - 203,000 183,894 91
706 Self-Funding Insurance Trust 17,500 6,734 38 - 6,734 38 - - - 17,500 6,734 38
810 Fire Insurance Trust - - - - - - - - - - - -
811 Contractors Permit Fee 2,000 - - - - - - - - 2,000 - -
Total 18,118,858 (1) 13,807,253 76 2,299,000 16,106,253 89 6,302,078 5,841,205 93 24,420,936 21,947,458 90
(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of November 30, 2023: $ 20,862 CHART NE3
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Budget, Revenues & Expenditures
as of November 30, 2023

GENERAL CITY SERVICES

(Excludes Internal Transfers)
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances

for the period ended November 30, 2023
REFUSE FUND

Fund Beginning Beginning Y-T-D Total Available Y-T-D Total Ending Ending Change in Change in
# Unencumbered Encumbrances Cash . . Cash Encumbrances| Unencumbered Cash Unencumbered
Name Receipts Funds Disbursements
Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance
205 Refuse 418,683 21,587 440,270 1,274,084 1,714,354 1,301,327 413,027 78,163 334,864 (27,243) (83,819)
206 Refuse Equipment Replacement 58,713 67,246 125,959 73,900 199,859 26,821 173,038 119,325 53,713 47,079 (5,000)
Total 477,396 88,833 566,229 1,347,984 1,914,213 1,328,148 586,065 197,488 388,577 19,836 (88,819)
Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
Budgeted YTD % Net Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD %
Fund Outside Outside of Difference Transfer Transfer of Total Total of
# Name Receipts Receipts Budget (%) Receipts Receipts Budget Receipts Receipts Budget
205 Refuse 1,387,100 1,274,084 92 (113,016) - - - 1,387,100 1,274,084 92
206 Refuse Equipment Replacement - - - - 50,000 73,900 148 50,000 73,900 148
Total 1,387,100 1,274,084 92 (113,016) 50,000 73,900 - 1,437,100 1,347,984 94
Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
YTD Outside
Budgeted YTD % Disbursements % Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD Total %
Fund Outside Outside of & of Transfer Transfer of Total Disb., Enc. & of
# Name Disbursements Disbursements Budget Encumbrances| Encumbrances Budget Disbursements | Disbursements Budget Disbursements Tfrs Budget
205 Refuse 1,474,122 1,251,327 85 78,163 1,329,490 90 50,000 50,000 100 1,655,302 1,379,490 83
206 Refuse Equipment Replacement 147,246 26,821 18 119,325 146,146 99 - - - 147,246 146,146 99
Total 1,621,368 (1) 1,278,148 79 197,488 1,475,636 91 50,000 50,000 - 1,802,548 1,525,636 85
CHART R1

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of November 30, 2023:
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Budget, Revenues & Expenditures
as of November 30, 2023
REFUSE FUNDS
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances

for the period ended November 30, 2023

WATER FUNDS
Fund Beginning Beginning Y-T-D Total Available Y-T-D Total Ending Ending Change in Change in
# Unencumbered Encumbrances Cash . . Cash Encumbrances | Unencumbered Cash Unencumbered
Name Receipts Funds Disbursements
Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance
602 Waterworks 897,792 53,863 951,655 1,121,622 2,073,277 1,226,760 846,517 139,527 706,990 (105,138) (190,802)
603 Water Improve/Equip Replace 392,154 64,332 456,486 205,370 661,856 255,948 405,908 32,026 373,882 (50,578) (18,272)
Total 1,289,946 118,195 1,408,141 1,326,992 2,735,133 1,482,708 1,252,425 171,553 1,080,872 (155,716) (209,074)
Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
Budgeted YTD % Net Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD %
Fund Outside Outside of Difference Transfer Transfer of Total Total of
# Name Receipts Receipts Budget (%) Receipts Receipts Budget Receipts Receipts Budget
602 Waterworks 1,134,600 1,121,622 99 (12,978) - - - 1,134,600 1,121,622 99
603 Water Improve/Equip Replace - 5,370 - 5,370 200,000 200,000 100 200,000 205,370 103
Total 1,134,600 1,126,992 99 (7,608) 200,000 200,000 - 1,334,600 1,326,992 99
Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
YTD Outside
Budgeted YTD % Disbursements % Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD Total %
Fund Outside Outside of & of Transfer Transfer of Total Disb., Enc. & of
# Name Disbursements Disbursements Budget Encumbrances | Encumbrances Budget Disbursements | Disbursements Budget Disbursements Tfrs Budget
602 Waterworks 1,371,113 1,026,760 75 139,527 1,166,287 85 200,000 200,000 100 1,657,869 1,366,287 82
603 Water Improve/Equip Replace 543,832 255,948 47 32,026 287,974 53 - - - 543,832 287,974 53
Total 1,914,945 (1) 1,282,708 67 171,553 1,454,261 76 200,000 200,000 - 2,201,701 1,654,261 75
$ 10,581 CHART W1

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of November 30, 2023:




Budget, Revenues & Expenditures
as of November 30, 2023

WATER FUNDS
(Excludes Internal Transfers)
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances

for the period ended November 30, 2023
SANITARY SEWER FUNDS

Fund Beginning Beginning Y-T-D Total Available Y-T-D Total Ending Ending Change in Change in
# Unencumbered Encumbrances Cash . . Cash Encumbrances| Unencumbered Cash Unencumbered
Name Receipts Funds Disbursements
Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance
607 Sanitary Sewer Disp. and Maint. 1,586,617 161,599 1,748,216 1,741,024 3,489,240 1,976,650 1,512,590 26,271 1,486,319 (235,626) (100,298)
608 Sewer Improve/Equip Replace 313,748 214,012 527,760 200,000 727,760 355,582 372,178 33,767 338,411 (155,582) 24,663
Total 1,900,365 375,611 2,275,976 1,941,024 4,217,000 2,332,232 1,884,768 60,038 1,824,730 (391,208) (75,635)
Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
Budgeted YTD % Net Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD %
Fund Outside Outside of Difference Transfer Transfer of Total Total of
# Name Receipts Receipts Budget (%) Receipts Receipts Budget Receipts Receipts Budget
607 Sanitary Sewer Disp. and Maint. 1,883,200 1,741,024 92 (142,176) - - - 1,883,200 1,741,024 92
608 Sewer Improve/Equip Replace - - - - 200,000 200,000 100 200,000 200,000 100
Total 1,883,200 1,741,024 92 (142,176) 200,000 200,000 - 2,083,200 1,941,024 93
Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
YTD Outside
Budgeted YTD % Disbursements % Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD Total %
Fund Outside Outside of & of Transfer Transfer of Total Disb., Enc. & of
# Name Disbursements Disbursements Budget Encumbrances| Encumbrances Budget Disbursements | Disbursements Budget Disbursements Tfrs Budget
607 Sanitary Sewer Disp. and Maint. 2,374,340 1,776,650 75 26,271 1,802,921 76 200,000 200,000 100 2,615,226 2,002,921 77
608 Sewer Improve/Equip Replace 409,012 355,582 87 33,767 389,349 95 - - - 409,012 389,349 95
Total 2,783,352 (1) 2,132,232 77 60,038 2,192,270 79 200,000 200,000 - 3,024,238 2,392,270 79
$ 13 CHART S1

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of November 30, 2023:
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Fund Balance Report Reflecting Year-to-Date Receipts and Expenditures, including Prior-Year Obligations and Encumbrances

for the period ended November 30, 2023
STORMWATER FUNDS
Beginning Beginning . Ending Ending Change in Change in
# Fund Unencumbered Encumbrances Cash Y-T-D Total Available Y-T-D Total Cash Encumbrances | Unencumbered Cash Unencumbered
Name Receipts Funds Disbursements
Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance Balance
615 Stormwater Utility 404,427 4,475 408,902 484,520 893,422 423,377 470,045 46,949 423,096 61,143 18,669
616 Stormwater Improve/Equip Replace 104,390 275,000 379,390 1,185,000 1,564,390 310,410 1,253,980 1,188,191 65,789 874,590 (38,601)
Total 508,817 279,475 788,292 1,669,520 2,457,812 733,787 1,724,025 1,235,140 488,885 935,733 (19,932)
Current Revenue as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
Budgeted YTD % Net Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD %
Fund Outside Outside of Difference Transfer Transfer of Total Total of
# Name Receipts Receipts Budget (%) Receipts Receipts Budget Receipts Receipts Budget
615 Stormwater Utility 466,600 484,520 104 17,920 - - - 466,600 484,520 104
616 Stormwater Improve/Equip Replace 985,000 985,000 100 - 200,000 200,000 100 1,185,000 1,185,000 100
Total 1,451,600 1,469,520 101 17,920 200,000 200,000 - 1,651,600 1,669,520 101
Current Disbursements, including Encumbrances, as Compared to Annual Estimates
for the period ended November 30, 2023
YTD Outside
Budgeted YTD % Disbursements % Budgeted YTD % Budgeted YTD Total %
Fund Outside Outside of & of Transfer Transfer of Total Disb., Enc. & of
# Name Disbursements Disbursements Budget Encumbrances | Encumbrances Budget Disbursements | Disbursements Budget Disbursements Tfrs Budget
615 Stormwater Utility 353,399 223,377 63 46,949 270,326 76 200,000 200,000 100 579,248 470,326 81
616 Stormwater Improve/Equip Replace 1,533,601 310,410 - 1,188,191 1,498,601 - - - - 1,533,601 1,498,601 1
Total 1,887,000 (1) 533,787 28 1,235,140 1,768,927 94 200,000 200,000 - 2,112,849 1,968,927 93
$ - CHART ST1

(1) Prior years encumbrances closed (money not spent) as of November 30, 2023:
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City of Oakwood Cindy Stafford

Subject: Monthly Financials — November

The following are the items to note when reviewing November’s financials:
General City Services:

>

>

Gross Income Tax collections are at 93.09% of the budgeted $11.00M. April and
May are normally our largest collection months. The gross and net 2023
collections are less than YTD November 2022 by 0.06% and 0.34%, respectively.
Our Real Estate tax collections total $2,936,410; 105.15% of budget.
General Fund revenues are 98% of budget and total General City Services
revenues are 99% of budget.
General Fund expenditures, including encumbrances, are 90% of budget and total
General City Services expenditures, including encumbrances, are 89% of budget.
Budgeted disbursements for General City Services include $17,179,288 in
original appropriations plus the following supplemental appropriations:
> $985,000 approved May 1, 2023 to be transferred to the Stormwater
Improvement / Equipment Replacement Fund for the Far Hills Storm
Sewer Reconstruction project; and
» $50,000 approved May 1, 2023 for costs related to the continuation of a
traffic study.
No unusual items in the month of November.

Refuse Fund:

>

>

>

Refuse revenues are approximately 92% of budget. Expenditures, including
encumbrances, are approximately 91% of budget.
Budgeted disbursements for Refuse include $1,507,535 in original appropriations
plus the following supplemental appropriation:

» $25,000 approved May 1, 2023 for the purchase of a refuse scooter.
No unusual items in the month of November.

Enterprise Funds:

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

Water revenues are approximately 99% of budget. Expenditures, including
encumbrances, are approximately 76% of budget.

Budgeted disbursements for Water include $1,796,750 in original appropriations.
Sewer revenues are approximately 92% of budget. Expenditures, including
encumbrances, are approximately 79% of budget. 63% of our 2022 costs were a
result of payments to Dayton and Montgomery County for wastewater treatment.
Budgeted disbursements for Sanitary Sewer include $2,407,741 in original
appropriations.

Stormwater revenues are approximately 101% of budget. Expenditures, including
encumbrances, are approximately 94% of budget.

Budgeted disbursements for Stormwater include $1,607,525 in original
appropriations.

No unusual items in the month of November.

Cindy

Page 1 of 1



MEMORANDUM

TO: MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
MR. KLOPSCH
MS. COLLINS
MRS. STAFFORD
MR. JACQUES
MR. SPITLER
MR. KUZMA
MR. KROGER
MR. SANDERS (6 COPIES)
MS. CLEVER

FROM: LORI STACEL, CLERK OF COUNCIL
SUBJECT: CODIFICATION UPDATES

DATE: DECEMBER 6, 2023

Transmitted herewith are codification updates that were adopted at the December 4, 2023 City
Council meeting.

Traffic and General Offenses Codes
2023 replacement pages for the Traffic and General Offenses Codes of Oakwood.

Action Required: All new replacement pages have the footnote “2023 Replacement”. Please
discard old pages and insert these new replacement pages immediately as directed on the attached
Instruction Sheet.

Streets and Public Services Code
Appendix A was amended to reflect increases in the minimum use charges and the standard
consumption rates for both water and sanitary sewer utilities.

Action Required: Remove and replace Appendix A (last page) from Chapter 9: Streets and Public
Services Code.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

attachment
CcC: Year-End File
Website

Desk Copy



Homeowner wants city to ofter seasonal permit to resolve lights dispute

By Nick Blizzard
Staff Writer

Oakwood isn’t likely to
endorse a resident’s request
to create a process for a sea-
sonal permit allowing elab-
orate outdoor holiday lights
displays in public right of
ways.

Such a change would
give residents the ability to
include sidewalk archways in
exhibits, which Jessica Myers
said she did at her Wonderly
Avenue home before Oak-
wood officials told her it was
prohibited.

But Myers’ proposal is not
an issue city staff would rec-
ommend, Oakwood Law
Director Robert Jacques.

“Allowing private holiday
décor or other structures in
the public right-of-way, par-
ticularly on sidewalks, would
interfere with the public use
of the right-of-way,” Jacques
said in an email Wednesday.
“Public rights-of-way are not
an open forum for this kind
of activity.”

Myers told city council

An Oakwood resident with an elaborate outdoor holiday lights display is asking the city
to approve a process for a seasonal permit allowing such exhibits in the public right of
way. CONTRIBUTED

this week a similar dispute in
Boardman near Youngstown
was resolved by that city
requiring the homeowner

to obtain sufficient liabil-
ity insurance to include the
sidewalk.

“This will create a legally

available permit process that
isnot only (for) Holiday Lights
on Wonderly, but others to
create magic and joy during

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023 | DAYTON DAILY NEWS

this most wonderful time of
the year,” she said.

Myers said she was told by
the city earlier this year that
her plans for the display —
including the sidewalk arches
— were acceptable.

Having seen similar lighted
sidewalk archways on the
street in previous years, Myers
said she was encouraged she
and her boyfriend Josiah Tem-
pleton were following proper
procedures.

Then, Myers said, she
received notice last month
from the city that the arch-
ways had to be removed.

“We are not renegade dec-
orators,” she told council. “If
we were told we could not
do something, we just would
not have done that. Had we
been told that what we pro-
posed back in August was pro-
hibited” she and Templeton
would have worked with the
city, as they’ve done on pre-
vious issues.

Myers’ request to council
cameafter a Nov. 22 city denial
of an application to extend
the holiday lights display with

archways over the sidewalk,
Oakwood records show.

*The project was estimated
to cost $4,800 while Myers
and Templeton were prepared
to obtain a $1 million liability
insurance policy, according
to city records.

“We have noted that for
the last two days, your clients
have kept the lighted arches
... out of the public sidewalk,”
Jacques wrote last month in
email to attorney Jacob Davis.
“We thank you and them for
this and consider the matter
resolved.”

The exhibit has been a
project for about five years
for Myers and her family.
It started at their previous
home on Shroyer Road and
has expanded, she said.

Despite the city’s deci-
sion, Myers said in an email
Wednesday she is not too dis-
couraged. “Our hope is that
We can create positive change
in this community and ensure
that people in Oakwood can
celebrate Christmas like oth-
ers do all across our coun-
try,” Myers said.



WARREN COUNTY

Roundabout at
Ohio 48/Lytle Five
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Points planned

| The Ohio Department of Transportation announced that $3.6 milllon In state funding will corne to Warren

| Countyinfiscal year 2028 for a single-lane roundabout at Ohlo 48 and Lytle Five Points Roadin Clearcreek Twp.
Studies by the Federal Highway Administration show that rounclabouts reduce overall crashes by 44 percent
and serlous injury and deadly crashes by nearly 90 percent at two-way stop intersections. EDRICHTER/STAFF

. Montgomery, Clark
~ counties also receiving
- project funding.

' ByEdRichter
Staff Writer

Plans call for a roundabout to
be constructed at Ohio 48 and
Lytle-Five Points Road in Warren
County near one of Springboro’s

elementary buildings.

The Ohio Department of Trans-
portation announced that Warren
County will be one of 19 ‘coun-
ties to receive a grant from the
ODOT’s Highway Safety Improve-
ment Program to help pay for
the project.. ‘

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and
ODOT Director Jack Marchbanks
said the state is investing $73.8
million into 25 projects that will

reduce the risk of crashes and
increase safety on Ohio roads.
ODOT said the $3.66 million
project in Clearcreek Twp. would
be constructed in 2028, The inter-
section is currently controlled
by a traffic signal. kY2
- “That would certainly be a
good spot for a roundabout,”
said Kurt Weber, deputy

Trafflc continued on B8
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Warren County engineer.

Kathleen Fuller, a pub-
lic information officer with
0ODOT’s District 7 office in
Lebanon, said that crash
trends were used to deter-
mine the need for a round-
about at that intersection.

| She said from 2020 through

2022, there were 23 crashes
of which 30% resulted in
injury crashes. Fuller said

| there was one serious injury
| crash anda fatal crash there

over that time period and

| that the majority, 74% were

rear-end collisions.
A ODOT’s analysis deter-
mined that left turn only

| lanes on Ohio 48 would

have resulted in a 1.5 crash
reduction while a round-
about would have resulted
in a five-crash reduction,
per year, she said.

“The roundabouts work

| better,” she said.

Matt Clark, Clearcreek
Twp. administrator, said,

| “i’sbeen a dangerous inter-

| section. The township iden-

tified that intersection as
a priority five years ago.”

Clark said it’s an import-
ant intersection for any-
one traveling north, south,

| east and west. “We're very

pleased the state and the
county engineer are work-
ing on this,” he said.
Funding from ODOT’s
Highway Safety lmprove-
ment Program will cover
the various phases of proj-

. ect development, right of
| way, and construction of
| the projects between state

fiscal years 2024 and 2029.
Projects submitted for grant
consideration are reviewed
and selected by a team of
safety experts, design engi-
neers, and funding profes-
sionals.

0DOT said many of the
projects receiving fund-
ing are focused on improv-
ing the safety of intersec-
tions, including 16 projects
that will install crash-re-
ducing roundabouts. As of
October, 298 people were
killed in crashes at inter-
sections in Ohio this year.
studies by the Federal High-
way Administration show

| that roundabouts reduce

overall crashes by 44 per-
cent and serious injury and
deadly crashes by nearly

| 90 percent at two-way stop

intersections. When round-
| abouts replace a traffic sig-
| nal, studies show a 48 per-
| cent reduction in crashes
| and a nearly 80 percent
| drop in serious injury and
| deadly crashes. :

“When we introduce
roundabouts for the first
time, folks are generally
skeptical. However, as time
goes by, they see the bene-

' fits of safety and improved

traffic flow,” Marchbanls

| said.

Other projects
announced for the Day-

 ton region includes:

B Montgomery County

— A $1.07 million project

planned in 2028 for turn

| lane, signal and pedestrian

improvements at U.S. 35

i and West Third Street in
| Dayton.

B Clark County — A $2.6

' million project planned for-

2028 to construct a sin-
- gle-lane roundabout at U.S.
| 68 and Fairfield Pike.
“Since 2019, we’ve
worked to grow this pro-
gram into one of the larg-
est traffic safety programs
in the country,” DeWine
said. “Every project that
receives funding will be
constructed in a manner
that puts the safety of those
traveling Ohio’s roads at
the forefront.”



From: Hill, Alan <hill@oakwood.oh.us>

Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 10:24 AM

To: Klopsch, Norbert S. <Klopsch@oakwood.oh.us>
Subject: Just info on the Solar Eclipse

- *

Overview

* On Monday, April 8, 2024,
people within a 124-mile~
wide band in the state of
Ohio will experience a
total solar eclipse.

* Beginning at about 3:08
PM.

* Dayton will see totality for
2 minutes and 45 seconds

e e ]

What is the .
concern?

e —

R —

* Major Traffic Issues

* More than 5 million people showed up for the 2017
event

* Ohio is within a one-day drive of fifty percent of
North America’s population

* 3to 4 hours could be added to school bus rides

Public Health

[ Y ]
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MVCC Annual Meeting Energy Update

Electric Information

Nk W=

a

MVCC current agreement is at 6.57¢ per kWh and expires in Dec. 2025 billing period.

Electric customers participating in MVCC program is ~54,000 as of 11/28/23. Breakdown attached.
Participants are saving ~$36 per month or over $1.9 million collectively.

City of Troy is currently on separate agreement. Their customer participation is ~5,000.

Troy will have a new opt-out and participants will get MVCC pricing for May 2024 billing period.

AES held an SSO auction in April for a 2-year period (June 2023 - May 2025). The pricing for 40% of
the market was $90.14 per MWh.

AES another auction for 40% in October. Price was $74.68/MWh.

80% of the SSO starting in June 2024 is established at $82.41 per MWh (average).

That would translate to ~8.8¢ per kWh retail for residential and small businesses.

. Auction for remaining 20% scheduled for April 2024.

. City of Monroe passed on Nov. 7%, Public hearings are scheduled for Dec. 14%,
. Village of New Lebanon passed on Nov. 7%, Public hearings were held on Nov. 30,
. City of Huber Heights has expressed interest in joining the electric program. Their current agreement

expires in September 2025.

Natural Gas Information

B

S B

10.

Pricing from last RFP was $6.29 for 18 months and $6.59 for 30 months.

Palmer recommended not to proceed with the offers and to reissue the RFP in November.
At that time, the upcoming winter (23/24) wtd. pricing was @ $3.55 per MMBtu.

The current winter weighted pricing is ~$2.60 per MMBtu but prices will change.

RFP sent out Nov. 20%,

Due back on December 20"

Anticipating a May 2024 billing period flow if we proceed.

Current: Nov. 24 — Apr. 25 wtd. pricing @ $3.88 per MMBtu.
Current: Nov. 25 — Apr. 26 wtd. pricing @ $4.39 per MMBtu.

To ensure May 2024 gas billing period agreement has to be signed by mid-February.

Energy Consulting Experts
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ENERGY COMPANY

MVCC Counts as of 11/28/2023
Standard Offer Green Offer

Community Resi Comm | Resi | Comm Total

City of Brookville 1,142 82 1,224
City of Centerville 5,581 393 16 1 5,991
City of Clayton 2,290 140 2 2,432
City of Eaton 1,556 177 1 1,734

City of Englewood 2,546 155 3 2,704
City of Fairborn (AES & OE) 7,004 535 8 7,547
City of Germantown 1,149 117 1 1,267
City of Kettering 12,437 924 35 13,396
City of Miamisburg 3,592 308 2 3,902
City of Moraine 1,095 300 1 1,396
City of Oakwood 922 2 233 1,157
City of Trotwood 3,808 278 1 4,087
City of Union 1,271 19 1 1,291

City of Vandalia 2,814 210 9 3,033
City of West Carrollton 2,732 161 1 2,894
Total 49,939 3,801 314 1 54,055

City of Troy 4,626 | 408 5,034

Energy Consulting Experts



Epley elected
presiding judge
on appeals court

Judge Chris Epley was
elected Presiding and Admin-
istrative Judge of the Ohio Sec-
ond District Court of Appeals

for 2024 by Judges Welbaum,
Tucker, Lewis and Huffman.
The Second District includes
six counties: Montgomery,
Greene, Clark, Miami, Darke
and Champaign counties.

As Presiding Judge, Epley
chairs general meetings of the
court and presides over oral
arguments in the court room.
As the Administrative judge,
Epley is responsible for the
administration, docket, case
assignment, and calendar of
the Second District Court of
Appeals.

Judge Epley joined the
Court of Appeals in Febru-
ary 2021. Before his election
to the bench, he practiced
law for over 20 years. During
those years he was a magis-
trate, prosecutor, adjunct pro-
fessor, school board member,
city council member and pri-
vate practice lawyer.

He is « member of the Law-
yers Club of Dayton, Day-
ton Bar Association, Miami
County Bar Association,
Champaign County Bar Asso-
ciation, Greene County Bar
Association, Darke County
Bar Association, Ohio Bar
Association and American Bar
Association. He is President
of the DBA Inn of Court and

immediate past President of
the Rotary Club of Oakwood.
He is a Life Fellow of the Day-
ton and Ohio Bar Associations
and a Paul Harris Fellow of
the Rotary Club.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2023 | DAYTON DAILY NEWS



Epley elected Presiding
Judge on Appeals Court

Judge Chris Lpley was elected
Presiding and Administrative Judge
of the Ohio Second
District.  Court  of
Appeals for 2024 by
Judges  Welbaum,

Tucker, Lewis
and  Huffman, The
Second District

includes six counties:
Montgomery, Greene,
Clark, Miami, Darke,
and Champaign
counties.

As Presiding Judge, Judge Lpley
chairs general meetings of the cour
and presides over oral arguments in
the court room. As the Administrative
Judge, Judge lipley is responsible
for the administration, docket, case
assignment, and calendar of the Second
District Court of Appeals.

Judge Epley joined the Court of
Appeals in February 2021, Belore his
clection to the bench, he practiced
law for over 20 years. During those
years he was 4 magistrate, prosecutor,
adjunct professor, a school board and
city council member in Qakwood , and a
private practice lawyer. He is a member

of the Lawyers Club of Daylon,
Dayton Bar Association, Miami County
Bar Association, Chumpaign
County Bar Association, Greene
County Bar Association, Darke
County Bar Association, Ohio
Bar Association and American
Bar Association. He is president
of the DBA Inn of Court and
immediate past president of the
Rotary Club of Qakwood. e
is a Life Fellow of the Dayton
and Ohio Bar Associations and
a Paul Harmis Fellow of the
Rotary Club.

“1 am honored to serve the Court in
this role” suid Judge Epley.

Judge Lpley graduated from the
Umiversity of Dayton School of Law
and taught appellate  practice  and
procedure as an adjunct professor there
for 20 years. He holds an undergraduate
degree from Denison University, where
he majored in English literature and
Spanish and played soccer carning
all-conference honors, In 2021 he was
recognized by his high school as a
Distinguished Alumni Award recipient.
Chris and his wife Lileen are the parents
of Jack (OHS *20) and Lily (OIS "18).

THE OAKWOOD REGISTER December 6, 2023



KETTERING

City joins communities
enacting or considering.
marijuana business bans

By Eric Schwartzberg
StaffWriter

Several Dayton area com-
munities are either putting
a hold on the cultivation,
processing and retail sale
of recreational marijuana
or considering a measur
to do so. '

Kettering City Council
voted 5-1 Tuesday to enact
a S-month moratorium on
adult-use cannabis opera-
tors locating or operating
in Kettering effective imme-
diately. Also cn hold will be
the issuance and processing
of any permits or authoriza-
tionsrelated to adult-use can-
nabis operators in the city.

“The purpose of this mor-
atorium is to allow City
Council and staff time to
study State Issue 2 and the
potential benefits and con-
sequences of allowing, limit-
ing, or prohibiting adult use
carinabis operators within

city limits and to prepare
anynecessary changestothe
city’s codified ordinances,”
according to the resolution.
“"Fhe moratorium also “will
help ensure the public peace,
health, safety, and welfare,”
the resolution says.

Dean Dearth (left) from Cambridge, Chio, purchased
around $700 worth of recreatlonal marijuana for himself
and his girlfriend from Amazing Budz in Adrlan, Michigan.
Cambridge is a little over four hours’ drive from Adrian,
which made dearth anissue 2 supporter, JIM NOELKER / STAFF

medical center, or private

research and development
organization.

With the new law, local
governments also cannot
prohibit home-grown mar-
jjuana or levy any tax, fee,
or charge on: adult-use oper-
ators of cannabis.

juana establishments are
currently prohibited within
township borders per the
Miami Twp. Zoning Resolu-
tion, we are actively éxplor-
ing our options as to what

. best serves the community

in the future as the legal use
of recreational marijuana is
enacted,” Drury said.

Council member Jyl Hall
voted against the moraio-
rium, while Bruce Duke was
not present at the meeting.

Nearly three weelks ago, on
Nov. 7, Ohioans voted to legal-
ize the growing, processing,
selling and use of recreational
marijuana, making the Bucle

eye State the 24th state todo

s0. Nearly'57% of Ohioans
approved state Issue 2, and
the law takes effect on Dec.
7;which allows adults 21 and
over to legally possess up to
2.5 ounces of marijuana, as
well as use and grow up to
six plants per person and 12
per househeld.

This is an expansion of

- Ohio’s marjjuana laws as the
state-legislature approved._-

the use of medical marijuana
in 2016. _ :

“This piece of legislation
is an emergency ordinance,”
said Kettering Law Direc-
tor Ted Hamer said during
Tuesday’s meeting. “Tt’s an
emergency so that it can go
into effect prior to the effec-
tive date of state Issue 2.”

Issue 2 doés allow Ket-
tering City Council, or any
other legislative body, to
ban or limit license hold-
ers from operating, which
mirrors a legislative body’s
options for medical mari-
juana. However, according
to the new law, no local leg-
islative body can prohibit
laboratory research related
to marijuana, including ata
state university, academic

Other communities — -
Staffwriters Michael D.
Pitmari and Cornelius Frolik
and contributing writer

take action on pot

EOn Nov. 20, Center-
ville City Council voted to
approve a moratorium for
nine months and Washing-
ton Twp. approved a 360-
day moratorium. 4

B Troy City Council will
be asked to approve a 180-
day moratorium on grant-
ing permits allowing adult
use cannabis operators from
establishing within the city.
Council’slaw and ordinance
committee voted Monday
to recommend city council
approve the moratorium at
its next meeting this Monday.

B Emily Christian, Miamis-
‘Jburg’s-assistant city man-
ager, said Miamisburg City
Council is planning a discus-
sion on a possible morato-
rium during study session
for its next meeting Tues-
day “and then we’ll see what
city council directs for any
ordinance.”

B While the city of Dayton
has nothing to report regard-
ing a cannabis moratorium
or bamn, its law department
“Is still analyzing the devel-
opments from the recent
election,” Dayton spokes-
woman Toni Bankston told
this news outlet.

B Miami Twp. is consid-
ering how to move forward
since the passage of Issue 2,
according to spokeswoman

Jill Drury.
“While medical mari- _

Nancy Bowman contributed

to this report.

a5
&%

5.7
i\

\



Beavercreek puts moratorium on recreational marijuana businesses

Kettering, Washington
Twp., Centerville, Troy
also enacted bans.

By London Bishop
Staff Writer

Beavercreek City Council has
placed a six-month moratorium
on issuing any permits for adult-
use cannabis operators within
the city limits.

The moratorium, passed unan-
imously during council’s meet-
ing last week, is to give city offi-
cials time to decide whether or
not to limit or outlaw any new
adult-use cannabis operators in
the city, according to the legisla-
tion, but also to wait for Ohio’s

Marijuana

continued from B1

as Issue 2 goes into effect
this Thursday, the state may
further change Issue 2 to
exclude cities from the per-
mitting process, essentially
putting cities on a deadline.

“I think it is prudent to
enforce our rights under
that section (of state law).
The problem though, is that
we don’t know what the
state regulations are going
to be, and for that reason
we’'re adopting a morato-
rium until we have a better

state lawmakers to decide how to
regulate recreational marijuana.

“This is a little bit unusual,”
city attorney Stephen McHugh
said. “Normally when we are
doing a moratorium, we're put-
ting a moratorium on accepting
an application under our regu-
lations. This is unusual because
this is a statewide issue that was
voted upon and was passed by
the voters.”

McHugh added that the mora-
torium may have to be extended
as the state legislature consid-
ers changes to the Issue 2 law
approved by voters in Novem-
ber. On Monday, an Ohio Sen-
ate Committee proposed several
changes, including implementing
a ban on homegrown marijuana,

idea,” McHugh said, adding
that council may go back
and amend the ordinance
later based on state action.
“This is a way to get out
in front, even if it needs to
be tweaked down the road
once the state takes their
action,” Mayor Bob Stone
said during the council meet-
ing. “Butit’sa way to at least
do our due diligence to make
sure something doesn’t slip
through the cracks.”
Beavercreek has one exist-
ing medical marijuana dis-
pensary, Harvest of Beaver-
creek. City officials say the
legislation won’t affect the

which would be allowed by Issue
2;and increasing thetaxonrec- ||/ {
reational weed and directingall | ‘ |

of it to the state general fund,
law enforcement training, sub-
stance abuse treatment and safe

driver training.

Beavercreek passed both the
moratorium and an ordinance
changing the city’s business regu-
lations to “prohibit adult use can-
nabis operators” within the city.

Councilmember Pete Bales
questioned the timing of the
moratorium last Monday, ask-
ing whether or not council could
delay the process to gain better

i

feedback from Beavercreek res-

idents. However, McHugh said,

Marijuanacontinued onBé

business’ current operations.
Nearly 57% of Ohioans
approved state Issue 2, and
the law takes effect Thurs-
day. One of the provisions of
Issue 2 allows current busi-
nesses with a medical dis-
pensary license to apply for
a recreational license.
According to the newly
enacted Ohio law, if the busi-
ness applies for and gets
a recreational marijuana
license, the city has 120 days
to pass an ordinance that
would prohibit the busi-
ness’ operation as a recre-
ational marijuana facility.
The business then has 60

T

Ariane Kirkpatrick, with Beavercreek mayor Bob Stone, cutsthe

ribbon during the opening of Harvest of Beavercreek, a medical
marijuanadispensary at 4370 Tonawanda Trail. sTasr

daysto file a ballot issue with
the county Board of Elec-
tions, and voters would then
decide whether or not the
business should be allowed
to sell recreational mari-
juana.

Harvest of Ohio declined
to comment.

Several other Dayton com-
munities have approved mor-
atoriums, including Ketter-
ing, Centerville, Washington
Twp., Troy, Miamisburg,
Miami Twp. and others.

Contact thisreporter at
london, bishop@coxinc.com]

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 5.2023 | DAYTON DAILY NEWS
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A cultivation raom at Pure Ohio Wellness' medical marijuana grow facllity in Clark County. “(Ohlo
Senators’ proposed changes) begin to make Issue 2 less dangerous to Ohloans and less self-serving to
the Industry,” said Scott Milburn, spokesperson for the campalgn against Issue 2. "They're unlikely to be

the last.” BILLLACKEY / STAFF

Senators propose
ban on homegrown
pot, other changes

The proposal would ‘gut Issue 2’s most
important provisions, including home
grow and social equity, and (would
propose) to put in place higher taxes that
will entrench the illicit market and force
Ohioans to continue to buy their cannabis
products in Michigan.’

Tom Haren
Spokesman for the Coalitlon to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol

Changes would make
law ‘shell of what voters
passed, opponent says.

By Lynn Hulsey
Staff Writer

Ohio Senators on Monday pro-
posed a ban on homegrown mar-
ijuana and other changes to the
state Issue 2 legal marijuana law
voters approved on Election Day.

Voters had approved the legal
purchase and use of recreational
marijuana for adults aged 21 and
up, allowed people to grow a lim-
ited amountat home, and decided
how taxes from the sale would
be allocated.

A Senate committee added
changes to the newly approved
marijuana law as part of consider-
ation of a liquor control bill. The
new measure could be voted on
by the full Senate this weel. Any
changes would need to be approved
by the House before going before
the governor for his signature.

The marijuana law passed by
voters goes into effect Thursday.

‘The proposed changes were out-
lined by Ohio Sen. Rob McColley,
R-Napoleon, at the senate’s general
government committee hearing
Monday. Those changes include:

M A ban on growing marijuana
athome. Voters had approved cul-
tivation of six marijuana plants
at a time, with a limit of 12 per
household.

B Increasing the taxes and
directing all of it to the state’s
general fund, law enforcement
training, marijuana substance
abuse treatment and prevention,
and safe driver training.

M Eliminating voter approved
money for jurisdictions with mar-
ijuana businesses and assistance
to disadvantaged and minority
marijuana business owners.

B Decreasing the potency of
legal marijuana and limiting the
amount people can possess to
one ounce of plant material and
5 grams of extracts.

M Banning smoking marijuana
in public and vehicles, limiting it
to private residences and allow-
ing landlords to ban it.

Marljuanacontinued on AS
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continued from Al

B Allowing employers to
have drug free workplace
policies and discharge peo-

' ple for violating it by using
marijuana.

M Limit the total num-
ber of dispensaries to 230,
down from the 350 McCol-
ley said the voter-approved

' law allows.

“These changes begin
to make Issue 2 less dan-
gerous to Ohioans and less
self-serving to the industry.
They’re unlikely to be the
last,” said Scott Milburn,
spokesperson for the cam-
paign against Issue 2.

The proposal would “gut
Issue 2’s most important
provisions, including home
grow and social equity, and

(would propose) to put in
place higher taxes that will
entrench the illicit market
and force Ohioans to con-
tinue to buy their cannabis
products in Michigan,” said
Tom Haren, spokesman for
the Coalition to Regulate Mar-
jjuana Like Alcohol, which
supported Issue 2. “This is
not what voters wanted.”

The bill would increase
the marijuana excise tax
from 10% to 15%, which
would generate $262 mil-
lion annually, and add a 15%
tax on cultivators, which
would bring in $149.7 mil-
lion annually.

The state sales tax would
also apply to marijuana sales
and bring in $100.4 million
in annual revenue, McCol-
ley said.

The state’s general reve-
nue fund would get 45% of

the estimated $512 million
generated annually from
those taxes. Thirty percent
would go to the law enforce-
ment training fund, 15% to a
marijuana substance abuse
treatment and prevention
fund and 10% to a safe driver
training fund.

“From my mind the vot-
ers intent is nowhere to be
found in this what I call
a shell of what the voters
passed,” said Sen. William
P. Demora, D-Columbus, the
five-member committee’s
only Democrat and only no
vote on the proposal.

He said he supports reduc-
ing the number of plants a
person can grow but get-
ting rid of home grow goes
against what voters want.
He also said the taxes are
too high and should go to
where voters chose.

12 S}?%



Pot possession in Ohio
legal starting today,
but questions remain

DeWine: ‘We do not

need an expanding
black market.

By Josh Sweigart
and Sydney Dawes

| StaffWriters

Starting today, Ohicans age
21 and older can legally possess
limited amounts of marijuana

. as Issue 2, which voters over-

whelmingly approved in Novem-
ber, goes into effect. But the
law change comes with a haze
of uncertainty about how cer-
tain provisions will be enforced,
and as lawmalers wrangle over

last-minute revisions.

Gov. Milee DeWine held a press
conference Wednesday evening
urging the General Assembly to
pass a bipartisan compromise
that would speed up how soon
marijuana could legally be sold,
among other things.

“We do not need an expand-
ing black market,” DeWine said.

The General Assembly did
not vote on the measure before
press time for this publication.
Visit our website or see our ePa-
per for the latest.

One issue with Issue 2 as
passed by voters: The law start-

Marljuana continued on A10
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ing today allows possession
of up to 2.5 ounces of mar-
ijuana in plant form or up
to 15 grams in extract form.
and grow up to six marijuana
plants per adult (capped.at
12 plants per household). But
there’s no legal way to buy
it. The regulatory frameworlk
allowing recreational mari-
juana dispensaries as man-
dated by Issue 2 would not
be in place until mid-2024.

The law also prohibits
using it in public spaces,
like at a bus stop, in a park
or walking down the street.
Of-age Ohioans who con-
sume in prohibited areas run
the risk of getting a minor
misdemeanor, as Issue 2
currently reads.

Enforcement
considerations

The Ohio Prosecut-
ing Attorney Association
recently released an analy-
sis on the law noting some
issues and enforcement chal-
lenges.

For one, it notes that the
law allows growing mar-
ijuana “within a secured
closet, room, greenhouse,
or other enclosed area in
or on the grounds of the
residence that prevents
access by individuals less
than twenty-one years of
age, and which is not vis-
ible by normal unaided
vision from a public space.”

The law allows up to six
plants per adult and up to 12
plants per household Buta
single plant can produce up .
to 17.5 ounces of cannabis
per plant which, once pro-
cessed, would far exceed the
allowed limit of 2.5 ounces.
Home growers are prohib-
ited from selling marijuana,
and can give it away in only
limited quantities.

Another issue is traf-
fic stops, the prosecutors
memo notes. A I&9 officer
trained to alert to cannabis
giving a positive hit would
no longer be probable cause
of criminal activity by itself.
An officer smelling burnt
marijuana, or the dog alert-
ing to cannabis after the
driver says there is none
on the car, could still be
probable cause.

Local police departments
tell the Dayton Daily News
they have received no guid-
ance from the state and are

hashing out policies on their
own.

“Our department just met
this morning regarding it
and are still working on a
policy/procedure. Nothing
has been announced to us
at this time,” said Ketter-
ing Police Department Pub-
lic Information Officer Cyn-
thia James on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Ohioans who
have been recently charged
with marijuana possession
may have grounds to have
their charges dismissed, said
Joe Suhre, a defense attor-
ney with offices in Dayton,
Columbus and Cincinnati.

“My experience has been
generally speaking with
prosecutors’ offices and
with courts that have been
cases pending for conduct
that subsequently becomes
legal... generally speaking it’s
able to be resolved success-
fully,” Suhre said. “In other
words, my experience has
been that they’ll generally
dismiss it now. But that’s
not a guarantee.”

Driving under the
inﬂuencg

Suhre said multiple chal-
lenges exist ahead following
the law coming into effect.
But these challenges aren’t
entirely new; legal profes-
sionals have been working
on cases related to medical
marijuana since the state’s
medical program began.

For example, the law pro-
hibits using marijuana in
a vehicle, or operating a
vehicle while under the
influence of cannabis. But
there is no breathalyzer
for weed.

The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) has validated
some field sobriety tests to
detect impairment by alco-
hol. These tests don’t trans-
late to marijuana intoxica-
tion, Suhre said.

One NTHSA test, called the
“lack of convergence” test,
relies on eye movement pat-
terns. It can be used to test
motorists for marijuana use.
Suhre said roughly 10% of
the general population can-
not perform the eye move-
ments requested even when
they’re sober.

Oftentimes, police can
alsorequest a urine sample
if they suspect intoxication
by marijuana. But Suhre said
marijuana metabolites stick
to fat tissues in the body and
take several days or longer to

completely leave the body.

“Any toxicologist that
will testify, and I have cross
examined dozens of them
over the years, will say, ‘I
cannot tell you because of
a metabolite level if some-
one is under the influence
because the urine doesn’t
correlate like blood does,’”
Suhre said.

An Ohioan could lawfully
use marijuana on a Saturday,
Suhre said, and be involved
in a car crash while driving
sober the following Mon-
day. This Ohioan could face
charges related to impaired
driving if they consent to a
urine sample and see results
higher than the legal limit of
35 nanograms per milliliter
for marijuana metabolites.

Other limitations
onusage

Smoking marijuana is
banned in indoor public
places or places of employ-
ment by the state’s indoor
smoking ban.

Marijuana is still illegal
under federal law, so pos-
session on federal prop-
erty is still a crime. This
includes on Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base as well

‘as certain areas around the

base such as base housing
areas like Page Manor.

Federal employees are also
still prohibited from using
cannabis products.

Issue 2'allows any
employer to to establish
and enforce drug-free work-
places, prohibiting employ-
ees from using marijuana
and disciplining employ-
ees for doing so.

Certain renters may also
not be able to use marijuana
at home. The bill authorizes
landlords to include a pro-
hibidon on the use of can-
nabis in lease agreements.

And federal law prohibits
people who use marijuana
from receiving, possessing
or purchasing a firearm.

Every purchase from a
licensed gun dealer requires
someone to fill out a back-
ground check asking if the
buyer is “an unlawful user
of, or addicted to, marijuana
or any depressant, stimulant,
narcotic drug, or any other
controlled substances.”

The form notes that use
or possession of marijuana
is still illegal under federal
law even if it’s legalized by
the state. It also notes that
lying on the form is a felony
under federal law.
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Biden administration to require
removal of all lead water pipes

Coral Davenport
©2023 The New York Times

The Biden administration
is proposing new restric-
tions that would require
the removal of virtually all
lead water pipes across the
country in an effort to pre-
vent another public health
catastrophe like the one
that came to define Flint,
Michigan.

The proposal Thursday
from the Environmental
Protection Agency would
impose the strictest lim-
its on lead in drinking
water since federal stan-
dards were first set 30 years
ago. It would aftect about
9 million pipes that snake
throughout communities
across the country.

“This is the strongest lead
rule that the nation has ever
seen,” Radhika Fox, the
EPA’s assistant adminis-
trator for water, said in an
interview.

Digging up and replac-
ing lead pipes from coast
to coast is no small under-
taking. The EPA estimates
the price at $20 billion to
$30 billion over the course
of a decade. The rule would
require the nation’s utili-
ties — and most likely their
ratepayers — to absorb most
of that cost, but $15 billion
is available from the 2021
infrastructure law to help
them pay for it.

Tom Dobbins, CEO of the
Association of Metropolitan
Water Agencies, said his
members would need both
technical help and more
financial assistance from
the federal government to
comply with the proposed
regulations. He urged the
EPA to “focus on provid-
ing drinking water systems
with the resources and tools
necessary to achieve this
ambitious goal, and work-
ing toward eliminating the
real barriers that exist for
many utilities.”

The Biden administration on Thursday proposed the

nation’s strongest limits on lead in drinking water since
federal standards were first enacted over 30 years ago.
BRYAN ANSELM / THE NEW YORK TIMES

In a statement, the asso-
ciation said it had repeat-
edly called attention to a
long list of obstacles that
make it difficult to replace
lead pipes, including rising
costs, supply chain prob-
lems, labor shortages and
incomplete or missing build-
ing records. .

Lead is a neurotoxin that
can cause irreversible dam-
age to the nervous system
and the brain. It poses a
danger to infants and chil-
dren and can impair their
cognitive development,
cause behavioral disorders
and lead to lower IQs. From
the nation’s earliest days,
lead was used to make pipes
to carry water to homes
and businesses. But when
plumbing corrodes, lead
can leach into drinking
water. The problem drew
niational attention in 2014
in Flint, when a change in
the water source and inad-
equate treatment and test-
ing caused significant lead
contamination.

Lead and Legionella bac-
teria leached into the tap
water of about 100,000 res-
idents between 2014 and
2015.

Lead levels in drinking
water also soared in 2019

in Newark, New Jersey,
where Yvette Jordan is a
high school teacher. “Forty
percent of our students are
special needs,” she said.
“All of these effects we see
in our classroom every sin-
gle day.”

The EPA estimates that
its proposal would gener-
ate $9.8 billion to $34.8 bil-
lion in economic benefits
each year, in the form of
less cognitive impairmenit
and fewer health disorders,
especially in children.;

The proposal would not
eliminate the amountoflead
permitted in drinking water.
Instead, the Biden admin-
istration wants to lower
the allowable amount to 10
parts per billion from the
current 15 parts per billion.

That’s disappointing to
many public health advo-
cates, who have called for
a standard between zero
and five parts per billion.
Scientists agree there is no
safe level of lead in drink-
ing water.

“We have failed genera-
tions of children by not elim-
inating lead,” said Dr. Mona
Hanna-Attisha, the Mich-
igan pediatrician whose
research helped to expose
the 2014 Flint water crisis.
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Dayton considers expanding
Its use of license plate readers

Police say the cameras help solve crimes, locate
suspects; critics say a public hearing is required.

By Cornelius Frelik
StaffWriter

Dayton is considering buying
nearly three dozen new fixed-site
automated license plate readers,
which would nearly double the

police department’s supply of
the stationary devices.

Police officials say plate readers
can quickly identify stolen cars

-and vehicles that are connected to
serious crimes and many residents

want this technology deployed in
their neighborhoods.

“This technology has been
really critical in solving some
high-profile cases across the spec-
trum,” said Dayton police Major
Paul Saunders. “There’s never
been a time we’ve had a greater
need for this type of technology
than we have right now.”

However, some community
members say once again the
police department has not fol-
lowed its own rules for adopt-

ing and significantly expanding
police surveillance technologies.

They have raised concerns
about privacy implications, poten-
tial misuse of the data the devices
collect and whether the technol-
ogy is truly effective. :

“The proposed contract is in
violation of the (city’s surveillance
tech) ordinance which requires

Cameras continued on A8
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a public hearing for exist-
ing technology used in a
different manner, scope or
- scale,” said Melissa Bertolo,
a member of the Coalition

~ onPublic Protection, Wwhich _

is a group of community
members focused on over-
sight of police technology.

The city is considering
paying a company called
Flock $825,750 to purchase
and install 35 new fixed-site
plate readers and maintain
the 37 the city already has
installed.

~ The contract with Flock
would last through the end
of 2028.

The contract was on the
Dayton City Commission’s
agenda at its last meeting,
but the item was removed
after a couple of commis-
sioners raised concerns
about the proposal.

Dayton City Commis-
sioner Shenise Turner-Sloss
said the contract was pulled
partly because there was no
public hearing for the pro-
posed use of new fixed-site
plate readers. |

She said she thinks this
does not adhere with the
requirements of a city ordi-
nance that regulates the
deployment of new police
surveillance technology.

She also said police have
not provided a report that
shows the effectiveness of

-the technology, though this
is required by city ordinance.

“I hope that information
can be provided,” she said.

Major Saunders said this
technology is not new and
has been used for a long
time.

Police fairly recently
installed 11 fixed-site devices
in the Twin Tower neighbor-
hood, 10 in Old North Day-
ton, 10 in Westwood and half
a dozen downtown.

Dayton police vehicles
also are equipped with auto:
mated license plate read-
ers that scan license plates
as officers drive around on
patrol.

The cameras were
installed in city neighbor-
hoods at the direct requests
of residents in those com-
munities to address specific
safety issues, Sauders said.

Plate readers are only
iristalled if neighborhood
residents want them and
if an analysis of crime data
supports their deployment,
Saunders said..

Saunders described the

Dayton Police Major Paul Saunders talks about
automated license plate readers at a Dayton City
Commission meeting, on Nov. 29. CORNELIUS FROLIK / STAFF

© An automated license
plate reader on North
Main Street, just north
of downtown Dayton.
CORNELIUS FROLIK / STAFF

technology as “exceptional”

and he said without a doubt
it helps solve crimes.

Saunders said more than
2,200 vehicles have been
stolen in the city this year,
and plate readers instantly
alert officers when they scan
license plates of stolen cars
and trucks.

The plate readers have
helped solve homicide
cases, aggravated robber-
ies and other violent crimes
by quickly providing police
with information about sus-
pectvehicles, Saunders said.

“This technology gives
us swift, actionable intelli-
gence,” he said. “Just a few
years ago, a lot of this infor-
mation would have required
days of investigation and fol-
lowup, and by then, who
knows what other crimes
may have occurred.” «

The Dayton Police Depart-
ment lost more than 50
police officers this year to
retirements and resigna-
tions, and plate readers are a
big help at a time of limited
resources, Saunders said.

Members of the Coalition
on Public Safety said a major

expansion of the police
department’s license plate
reader capabilities should be
supported by “overwhelm-
ing, objective, data-driven
evidence” that the technol-
ogy reduces or deters crime.

They said the technology
and the data it collects can
be misused and the devices
can contribuie to overpo-
licing. Bertolo, a coalition
member, said the police
department does not have
a policy for the plate read-
ers that ensures commu-
nity members’ civil rights
are protected and the data
the devices collect are not
improperly used.

Dayton police say the
department uses the tech
nology responsibly and there .
are privacy safeguards in
place. But some commu-
nity members say they do
not believe this to be true.

Dayton City Commis-
sioner Chris Shaw said many
people want these devices
in their neighborhoods and
technology helps out during
a time of police staffing chal-
lenges. -

“In these trying times that
we’re in now, with the lim-
ited staff we have, Ijust think
it’s important to use all of
the technology that we can,”
he said.

Saunders said the Huff-
man neighborhood has
requested license plate read-
ers, and the downtown com- -
munity wants more devices
in the center city.

Dayton police said they
did not know at this time
what other neighborhoods
could get new plate readers.

Police said grant funding
would be used to pay for
the new devices and their
operation. :

Contact this reporter at
Cory.Frolik@coxinc.com.



‘COMPLICATED
AND COMPLEX’

By Ohio law, property in all counties is reappraised every six years, with property values updated every third year
based on recent sales. This year, some areas of Montgomery County are projected to see property value increases
up to 48%, and taxes in some areas could increase up to 12%. Whether you own a home or rent, the new valua-
tion and taxes will have significant effects for those living in the Miami Valley. To help answer your questions about these
increases, the Dayton Daily News hosted a Community Conversation on the Dayton Daily News Facebook page. Com-
munity Impact Editor Nick Hrkman and reporter Sydney Dawes led a discussion with panelists from around the region,
including: Greg Blatt, president of Dayton Realtors; Destiny Brown, community organizer for Advocates for Basic Legal

Equality, Inc. (ABLE); Thomas Hall, state Rep. for District 46; and Karl Keith, Montgomery County auditor.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The transcript below has been edited for brevity and clarity. You can watch the full recording on the Dayton Daily News Facebook Page or on our website.



How is the value of a
property determined
and why is everyone
talking about property
taxes this year?

Karl Keith: That question is

complicated and complex. Every
county in Ohio is required do a
comprehensive revaluation once
every six years. But depending
on where you are in the cycle
will affect how you do things,
and every county is not on the
same cycle. During the six-year
update’s comprehensive revalu-
ation, we look at each individual
property and look at property
characteristics and do compar-
isons of value based upon sales
of similar properties and update
each individual property with a
new one. Midway through that
cycle, we focus exclusively on the
market and what’s happened to
sales in the area. And we do that
by looking at sales and adjust val-
ues according to what’s happened
in the in the real estate market. So
this year in Montgomery County,
we’re doing what’s called a trien-
nial update, the market update.

Where does the money
collected through
property taxes go?

Karl Keith: In Montgomery
County, we’ll collect a billion
dollars in local property taxes
this year. Where’s all this money
going? About 60% of every dollar
we collect goes to local schools,
and that’s pretty consistent across
the state. In Montgomery County,
another 15% goes to support
human services. The remain-
der goes to support libraries and
parks and cities and townships,
roads and bridges. The bulk of it
is going to local schools — 4% of
every dollar goes to support Sin-
clair Community College. So it
depends on what the voters have
decided in determining levies. One
of the things we have to ask our-
selves is what’s the best way to
fund some of these local services?
We had a number of local schools
in Montgomery County this year
that had big levies on the ballot,
despite the value increases, they
were still asking for more money.
And so this is when we say, we
don’t have a value problem, we
have a tax problem.

STATE REP. THOMAS HALL

Greg Blatt: I've had many
conversations around the tax
increases and schools always
come up. In 1998, there was a
case, DeRolph v. Ohio, that went
all the way to the Ohio Supreme
Court. And that case, the Supreme
Court deemed that the way we
fund schools in Ohio is unconsti-
tutional under the Ohio Consti-
tution. So I'm going to ask Rep-
resentative Hall about how we
look at the tax burdens and the
tax funding of schools and things
like that. Is school funding actu-
ally going to get some attention
after almost 30 years of a Supreme
Court ruling that says it’s uncon-
stitutional? And why hasn’t either
party taken this up?

DESTINY BROWN

KARLKEITH

Thomas Hall: I think that we
have made progress. We addressed
it in 2021 with the Cupp-Patter-
son fair-school funding model.
We have enacted phase two of
Cupp-Patterson in the recent
budget, and we will enact hope-
fully in the next budget, the final
phase-in for federal funding. This,
just like property taxes, is very
complex and deals with schools
in different parts of the state.
One of the biggest things that we
focused on this recent budget was
fully funding the fair-school fund-
ing plan. With phase two there

was also the EdChoice expansion
where, I believe, it was around
$3 billion of our $86 billion state
operating budget on public edu-
cation. In late April, early May,
school districts found out about
these large value increases, ran
to their school boards and said,
‘Hey, we need to adjust our bud-
gets, we're getting ready to get

'30% more funds than we had

originally forecasted.’” So now
they’re coming to me saying, ‘Hey,
you want to cut our funds?’ No,
we voted for fair-school funding
for the second phase-in which,
in Butler County, is a huge thing
for a lot of the schools that are
going to see an increase in funds
from the state. But now they’re
upsetbecause they view our bills
as trying to protect the property
owner, which I feel like has never
been in the room in Columbus.
And you see a lot of other bills
getting introduced that address
property tax reform. I think now
more than ever, we are on the
cutting edge of actual reform.
Greg Blafti: Several years ago,
when John Kasich was in office,
Director Blair came and spoke and
this very question was asked, why
is the legislature not making it a
priority to abide by The Supreme
Court’s ruling of unconstitution-
ality? And his comment to me
was we just don’t have an appe-
tite. I would suggest the reason
the legislature doesn’t have an
appetite is because the constitu-
ency doesn’t call their legislators
and let them know of their con-
cerns about the unconstitution-
ality of this process. So I might
suggest, pick up the phone, call
your local state representative,
call your local state senator and
let them know of your concerns:
about this, the way this is funded.
Everybody wants to vote for good
schools. But on the funding side,
you've got people that are voting
for these levies that aren’t going
to be subject to the tax they’re
voting for. So there’s a little bit
of the inequality. So again, I'm
going to go back and say the leg-



jslature needs to look at this and
figure out a way to make it more
equitable.

Destiny Brown: [ want to reit-
erate Greg’s point on an equita-
ble source of funding, but from a
different perspective. The other
reality is a lot of these commu-
nities are still dealing with the
impacts of redlining in housing
policy and property value allo-
cation and all of those things.
So when we talk about equita-
ble funding sources for schools,
the impact of that widens the gap
and creates more disparity and
perpetuates that. So from a dif-
ferent lens, I wanted to reiterate
the importance of an equitable
funding stream.

Thomas Hall: What we’ve
tried to do is look at solutions in
the Ohio House that we thought
made sense. Just yesterday, we
had our first and second hearing
in the Ohio Senate on our House
Bill 187. What this bill is trying
to do is take the value process,
and instead of focusing on one
year’s worth of data, we want to
use three years worth of data to
kind of smooth out that increase.
Right now, a lot of these updates
focus on just tax year 2022. Audi-
tor Keith and I have had many
different conversations and he
believes that it’s not the valuation
issue, it’s more of a tax issue. And
I absolutely agree with him. I'm
happy to say that in our recent
budget, we set up a property tax
study review committee to look at
the entire state of Ohio and look
at the way property taxes are cal-
culated and try to be better. We
took large steps in our budget as
well with the income tax in Ohio,
getting Ohio’s income tax down
to just the two brackets, over $3
billion back into the pockets of
hardworking Ohioans. We are lit-
erally taxing people out of their
own homes in some of these situ-
ations. And that’s what we don’t
want to happen. We want people
to choose Ohio, we want Ohio
to be that star that everybody
comes to, And right now we’re

just lacking in the property tax
side of things.

I{arl Keith: Most counties are
pretty active about providing
property Owmers an opportunity

to meet with the county and meet |
with officials to review their val- |
ues and to bring up issues that

we Imnay not be aware of. We'reall |
doing these as a mass appraisal. |

We don’t go in people’s homes.

It’s a mass appraisal technique |
that we use, and so people know

more about their property than
we do. And so we try to provide

people an opportunity to meet ‘

with us before we finalize: And
then even after the values are
finalized, there’s a formal appeal
process that people can partic-
ipate in. And we could encour-
age people to take, take advan-
tage of those opportunities and
bring issues to our attention that
we may not be aware of that could
impact the value of their property.

We’ve heard from
readers that the
reported increases
don’t align with the
proposed increases
they've received. Why
isthat?

Karl Keith: A lot of these num-
bers that have been tossed around
can be misleading. You have the
county-wide number, which
reflects the aggregate increase
for every property owner in the
county over the previous year.
And that’s going to vary wildly
by community by city, by area.
We divide Montgomery County
into 1,300 neighborhoods and we
look at each one of those neigh-
borhoods differently based upon
what has happened in the real
estate market. 51% of the growth
we’re seeing this year is occurring
in the southern suburbs and Cen-
terville, Washington Township,
Kettering, that’s where the most

" real estate activity has occurred.

And go that’s where the numbers
are going to be higher than other
places in the county.

What is the homestead
exemption expansion
and how does that
work for disabled
veterans or Ohioans
who might have lower
income?

Thomas Hall: Under current
Ohio law, $36,100 is the income
threshold for the homestead
exemption. You can claim up to
$25,000 off of your house, dis-
abled veterans up to $50,000.
What we found in Ohio is that we
are behind in regards to home-
stead exemptions. Other states do
it much better than Ohio, includ-
ing Florida and Texas. So what
we're trying to do with the home-
stead expansion is looking at
expanding the income threshold
to a $70,000 or $75,000 mark,
and rmake it like a grading scale.
20 if someone makes $70,000,
their deduction on their prop-
erty taxes would be less than
someone that makes $40,000,
they could claim more of a home-
stead exemption to get their value
down to pay less taxes.

How does the rising
cost and value impact

‘the rental market

differently than the
homeowner market?

Destiny Brown: I think some-
times a renter may not have an
interest in the conversation around
property taxes at all because the
assumption is that it’s only for
|homeowners. If a landlord has
an increase on the value of their
property, they’re likely going to
make up the difference in the rent
‘that the tenant is paying. It will

directly impact what the tenantis |

paying monthly. Whether they are
homeowners or not, it ultimately
impacts what people are paying
| and what housing costs, whether
they’re renting or owning.

Greg Blatt: A lot of people
think that property taxes donot
affect renters. And they really
do because as Destiny said, the
landlords pass that on. The land-
lords have to, it’s an investment
property, they have to malke their
investment returns. And unfor-
‘tunately, the people that get hurt
the most are the people we always
say we're trying to help. And
that’s our lower-income people,
and people on fixed incomes and
those type of things. And they’re
generally our renters. They do get
hit, probably as hard as anybody
else. And again, it goes back to
how we’re funding everything,
but it clearly has an impact on
the renter in terms of what they
can afford and be able to stay in
those properties.

Karl Keith: We hear this a lot
in my office and over the years
about renters. Particularly this
year, when we've been out doing
community forums and talking
about their values, we’ll hear
from people complain that rent-
ers shouldn’t be allowed to vote
for levies, that renters shouldn’t
be able to shouldn’t be permit-
ted to participate in this process,
because they don’t own the prop-
erty. And we’re always trying to
explain to folks, “Well, you know,
those renters are really paying a
portion of that tax.” The land-
lords are passing those costs on
to their renters.
Destiny Brown: These men-
| talities are what perpetuate these
' exclusionary practices. The per-
ception that this doesn’t impact
renters. The impact on people'
is different depending on what
your demographic is or what

| community you live in. It’s a rip-

| ple effect that impacts everybody
| differently, but it drives up costs

| for everyone.
| Karl Keith: We hear similar
| complaints: “Why should I pay
| taxes to support the local schools,
' I don’t have kids in school?” o1
{ “My kids are grown” or “I don’{
| have kids going to Sinclair Com:
{ munity College.” And so some
| times you have to explain to peo
| ple, you're supporting the com
| munity, whether your kids ar¢
|in the schools, or you’re driv
| ing on the roads, enjoying gooc
| libraries, having these types o
| amenities improves the qual
ity of life for all of us. And s¢
|it’s difficult sometimes wher
| you start talking about exclud
L ing people from participating ir
the process that you lose sight o
the fact that everybody benefit:
from this and everybody shoul¢
be involved in this.



DAYTON

evy renewal will be on ballot

Income tax levy would generate about $15 million;
city officials cite “fiscal cliff” coming in 2025.

By Cornelius Frolik
Staff Writer

Dayton voters will decide in
three months whether to renew
an income tax levy that could
generate about $15 million annu-
ally to be used for universal pre-

school, public safety, road repav-
ing, vacantlot maintenance, parks
and housing.

The Dayton City Commission
this week unanimously approved
legislation to puta 0.25% earnings
tax levy renewal on the March 19
ballot, to last another eight years.

Dayton voters first approved
the temporary income tax hike
in 2016. That measure increased
the city’s income tax rate from
2.25% to 2.5%.

Dayton city commissioners said
this revenue is vital and that sig-
nificant cuts from current service
levels would be in order if the
levy measure is not reauthorized.

“Ilook forward ... to doing good
things with this money, but first

we have to win this election,”
said Dayton City Commissioner
Matt Joseph.

City officials this week said
the city already is facing a “fiscal
cliff” in 2025 that might necessi-
tate some budget cuts.

“] can’t promise that any depart-
ment won’t experience cuts as
we’re trying to move forward
with a fiscal cliff,” said Dayton
City Manager Shelley Dickstein.

The levy renewal is expected
to generate about $15 million
annually. -

The city plans to put $4.2 mil-
lion of the revenue each year
toward Preschool Promise uni-
versal kindergarten for 3- and
4-year-old kids, according to a
city ordinance that had a first
reading Wednesday.’

Levy continued on B2



At left, Dayton Mayor Jeffrey Mims Jr.and C
Robinson, president of the Dayton Internat

Wednesday. CORNELIUS FROLIK PHOTOS / STAFF
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The ordinance says $10
million of the annual rev-
enue will go into the gen-
eral fund to be used for road
repairs, parks and vacantlot
improvements, plus safety
enhancements, which the
mayor’s office said would
include police staffing and
public safety equipment.

About $650,000 of the
revenue will be put toward
housing investments, the
ordinance says.

In 2016, about 55.7% of
Dayton voters approved the
income tax hike.

Until this measure was
passed, Dayton had not
increased its earnings tax
in more than three decades
(1984), said Dayton Mayor
Jeffrey Mims Jr.

«This is not new money,”
he said.

Kraig Robinson, the presi-
dent of the Dayton firefight-
ers union, spoke at Wednes-
day’s city commission meet-
ing to say he supports the
tax renewal, which is sup-
posed to provide money to
support the safety forces.

But Robinson said he is
concerned that the city has
not officially committed to
providing levy dollars for fire
department staffing.

ommissioner Matt Joseph attend Wednesd
ional Association of Fire Fighters Local 136, speaks at the city

«] ask you all to reconsider
that funding strategy,” he
said.

Debate on housing
funds

In recent weeks, COmmis-
sion members have debated
adding housing to the list of
funding priorities for the
levy revenue. All five mem-
bers supported using some
funding for this purpose, but
there was some disagreement
about how much.

The commission has com-
mitted to using $650,000 of
the annual revenue for hous-
ing programs, supports and
investments. :

Commissioner Shenise
Turner-Sloss said she hopes
city staff will look for and be
able to find additional city
dollars to put toward hous-
ing investments.

She, Commissioner Darryl
Fairchild and some comimu-
nity members pushed the
city to devote more of the
levy funding toward hous-
ing. As part of a2 compro-
mise, the city commission
is directing the city to puta
separate $450,000 of its fed-
eral funding awards toward
housing.

The commission had a
first reading of a resolution
that says it will use some
of its funding from the U.S.

ay’s Dayton City Commission meeting. At right, Kraig
commission meeting, in Dayton,on

Department of Housing and
Urban Development for hous-
ing investments.

Comumnissioner Darryl Fair-
child said the city is show-
ing that housing is a prior-
ity by adding it to the list of
things the levy funds.

“] think this is a significant
day,” he said. “Housing is a
key block to neighborhood
development, revitalization
and, in some cases, stabili-
zation.”

“This is a pivot to our
neighborhoods,” he said.

Contact this reporter at Cory.
Frolik@coxinc.com.
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