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QUALIFICATIONS 



 

   
 

Elizabeth Scudero – Project Manager, Due Diligence  
 
BA – Environmental Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz  
 
Ms. Scudero provides project management to ensure ASTM compliance and 
satisfaction of client requirements for Phase I Environmental Assessments, 
Environmental Transaction Screens, Regulatory Database Review, and Historical 
Records Review. 
 
 
Project experience for Ms. Scudero includes: 
 

• Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (PHI ESA) 
• Environmental Transaction Screens (ETS) 
• Regulatory Database Review  
• Historical Records Review 

 
 
In addition, prior to joining the environmental consulting industry, Ms. Scudero 
spent four years studying a diverse range of environmental disciplines including: 
restoration ecology, political ecology, environmental policy, agriculture and 
sustainable agriculture, environmental economics, environmental justice, and 
geography. 
   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Steve G. Kovach –Due Diligence Manager, Northern California Region 
 
B.A. - Botany, Miami University (Ohio) 
Minor – Conservation and the Environment 
 
Certified OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 
 
Mr. Kovach has spent over eleven years working in a broad range of environmental and 
engineering disciplines including: engineering and environmental due diligence services, 
industrial air, water, and wastewater permit compliance and monitoring, hazardous waste 
management and disposal, electrical utilities projects, environmental engineering projects, and 
wetland ecology research.  Mr. Kovach has worked closely with regulatory agencies including 
the US Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic Substance Control, California 
Water Resources Control Board, California Integrated Waste Management Board, Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District, East Bay Municipal Utilities District, and the United States 
Department of Energy.  
 
Currently, Mr. Kovach is the Due Diligence Department Manager, Northern California Region for 
AEI, specializing in environmental due diligence services.  As a senior member of AEI, Mr. Kovach 
provides staff supervision and senior review expertise to ensure ASTM compliance and satisfaction 
of client requirements for environmental assessments.  AEI’s review process provides for 
customization of reports to client needs, as well as strict conformance to ASTM standards.  
Additionally, Mr. Kovach provides senior project management to ensure ASTM compliance and 
satisfaction of client requirements for Phase I Environmental Site Assessments, Transaction 
Screens, and other related environmental assessments performed throughout California, Arizona, 
Nevada, Oregon, and Washington.   
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Kathryn Smith – Project Manager 
 
BS – Science, Technology & Society with concentration in Environment & Sustainability, 
Stanford University  
 
Ms. Smith provides project management to ensure ASTM compliance and satisfaction of 
client requirements for Phase I Environmental Assessments, Environmental Transaction 
Screens, Regulatory Database Review, and Historical Records Review. 
 
Project experience for Ms. Smith includes: 
 

 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (PHI ESA) 
 Environmental Transaction Screens (ETS) 
 Regulatory Database Review  
 Historical Records Review 

 
In addition, prior to joining the environmental consulting industry, Ms. Smith spent five 
years studying a diverse range of environmental disciplines including: Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, Building Information Modeling (BIM), Energy Systems, 
Pollution and Climate Change, Ecology, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), 
Environmental Policy, and Sustainable Development and Environmental Planning.  
 



 

    

Richard D. Fehler – National Client Manager 

 
B.S. – Zoology, University of California, Davis  
 
California Registered Environmental Assessor (REA I) 
 
Mr. Fehler has over twenty-five years of environmental management experience gained 
as an environmental consultant; in the chemical manufacturing industry; in the 
hazardous waste management industry; and as an environmental regulator.   He 
specializes in all aspects of environmental due diligence, regulatory compliance and 
negotiations, hazardous waste management, and auditing.  Mr. Fehler has also received 
training in Greenhouse Gas and Sustainability Verification. 
 
Mr. Fehler has served as project principal on hundreds of projects with wide-ranging 
scopes, including peer reviews and desktop reviews; due diligence on large portfolios 
(200 sites+), as well as single assets; investigation and management of lead, asbestos, 
mold, and Legionella; investigation, remediation and management of contamination in 
groundwater, soil and soil vapor; regulatory compliance and auditing; and representing 
clients with regulators to negotiate site closure/No Further Action and/or to develop 
effective remediation strategies and budgets. 
 
Project experience for Mr. Fehler includes: 
 

 Multiple Site Due Diligence - Managed and designed projects for many large 
portfolios (100-plus) of varied properties spread across various states.  The 
scopes of work frequently include Indoor Air Quality/mold issues, lead-based 
paint, asbestos, and radon testing.  The design of appropriate Phase II sampling 
is frequently required to resolve and close issues.  

 

 Environmental Compliance Reviews – Designed and managed many 
environmental compliance audits for single or multiple assets.  Project activities 
usually involve inspections, interviews, reviewing environmental permits, past 
environmental reports, standard operating procedures, material safety data 
sheets (MSDS), and other information related to regulatory compliance in the 
areas of hazardous materials, hazardous and non-hazardous waste management, 
workplace health & safety, air permitting and emission reporting, waste water 
permitting and monitoring, storm water management, underground storage 
tanks, and aboveground storage tanks. 

 

 Regulatory Negotiation – Managed many Phase II investigations conducted in 
response to regulatory requirements or to resolve issues and/or to obtain case 
closure or No Further Action.  Represented clients with regulators to negotiate 
appropriate scopes of work and move projects to successful completion. 
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UNITS 
µg/L Micrograms per Liter pCi/L PicoCuries per Liter 
mg/kg Milligrams per Kilogram ppb Parts per Billion 
mg/L Milligrams per Liter ppm Parts per Million 
 
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 

ACM Asbestos-Containing Material NESHAP National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants 

ADJ Adjacent site NFA No Further Action 
AEI AEI Consultants NFRAP No Further Remedial Action Planned 
AHERA Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act NLR No Longer Reporting 
APN Assessor’s Parcel Number NOV Notice of Violation 
AST Aboveground Storage Tank NPL National Priorities List 
AUL Activity and Use Limitation O&M Operations and Maintenance 
bgs Below Ground Surface OEC Other Environmental Considerations 

BTEX Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and 
Xylenes OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act PCB Polychlorinated Biphenyl 

CERCLIS 
Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Information 
System 

PCE, 
PERC 

Perchloroethylene, Tetrachloroethylene, 
Tetrachloroethene 

CESQGs Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 
Generators  RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

COC Contaminant of Concern REC Recognized Environmental Condition 

CREC Controlled Recognized Environmental 
Condition RP Responsible Party 

EC Engineering Controls SDS Safety Data Sheet 
EDR Environmental Data Resources, Inc. SEMS Superfund Enterprise Management System 
EPA Environmental Protection Agency SF Square Footage/Square Feet 
ERIS Environmental Risk Information Services SP Subject Property 
ERNS Emergency Response Notification System SQG Small Quantity Generator 
ESA Environmental Site Assessment SWLF Solid Waste Landfill  
GPR Ground-Penetrating Radar SVOC Semi-Volatile Organic Compound 

HREC Historical Recognized Environmental 
Condition TCE Trichloroethylene, Trichloroethene 

HVAC Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning TPH Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
HWS Hazardous Waste Site TPHd Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (diesel range) 
IC Institutional Controls TPHg Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (gasoline range) 
LBP Lead-Based Paint TPHo Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (oil range) 
LCP Lead-Containing Paint TRPH Total Recoverable Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
LLP Landowner Liability Protection TSDF Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facility 
LQG Large Quantity Generator USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tank USGS United States Geological Survey 
MCL Maximum Contaminant Level UST Underground Storage Tank 
MTBE Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether VCP Voluntary Cleanup Program 
ND None Detected VOC Volatile Organic Compound 

 


