
1 

 

      NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
         of an Environmental Impact Report 

 

 

 

To:  All Interested Parties  

Subject:  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 

 Riverfront Mixed-Use Project (SCH# 2013062004) 

From:  City of Petaluma 

 11 English Street, Petaluma, CA 94952-2610 

Contact:  Olivia Ervin, Environmental Planner, (707) 778-4556 

 
Notice of Preparation: The City of Petaluma is the Lead Agency and will prepare an 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Riverfront Mixed-Use Project (the 

“project”) as described below. This EIR is a project-level EIR and will analyze all topics outlined 

below. 

 

This Notice of Preparation has been sent to the public and responsible and trustee agencies 

pursuant to Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines. We would appreciate receiving your 

comments on any additional considerations of scope and content you feel should be addressed in 

the Draft EIR. Agencies should comment on the scope and content of the environmental 

information and analysis that is germane to the agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection 

with the project. 

 

Please respond on or before October 14th, 2013. Please send your written response to the 

Community Development Department, City of Petaluma, 11 English Street, Petaluma, CA, 

94952-2610, Attention: Olivia Ervin, Environmental Planner. Comments may also be sent via 

email to oervin@ci.petaluma.ca.us. Please provide a contact name, phone number and email 

address with your comments. 

 

Project Title:  Riverfront Mixed-Use Project 

 
Project Applicant:  Basin Street  Properties 

 

Project Location:  500 Hopper Street (APN 36-010-025), situated north of the 

Petaluma River and west of Highway 101 near the Lakeville 

Highway interchange - see Location Map on next page. 

 

Project Description:  The project consists of a Tentative Subdivision Map to create 144 lots 

and four parcels on an existing 35.7-acre site. The project would allow for future development of 

a mix of land uses with a maximum project buildout of 273 residential units, 90,000 square feet 

of commercial space, a 120-room hotel, approximately 4.0 acres of parks and a system of multi-

use trails. Offsite improvements include an emergency access route and a riverfront park. 

 

The proposed detached single-family residential lots dominate the southern portion of the site 

adjacent to the Petaluma River, and a medium-density townhome development is planned in the 

northeastern corner of the site. A hotel and office complex are proposed in the northwestern 
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portion of the site, and would be separated from the single-family residential area by an active 

park and sports field.  In the central portion of the site, a “Central Green” urban park will be 

encircled by mixed uses (commercial and apartments) and project streets. A parcel in the 

southeast corner of the site will be dedicated to the Petaluma Small Craft Center (PSCC) for 

construction of a community boathouse and launch for small craft access to the Petaluma River. 

 

Probable Environmental Effects of the Project:  After preparing an Initial Study and 

Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project, which was circulated for a 30-day public review 

period from June 6 through July 5, 2013 and subsequently extended through July 25, 2013 

due to a public request, the City has determined that an EIR should be prepared to assess the 

potentially significant environmental impacts of this project based on a revised Initial Study 

which is available on the City’s website at:  http://www.cityofpetaluma.net/cdd/riverfront.html. 

The City will consider the written comments received in response to this Notice of Preparation in 

determining whether any additional topics should be studied in the Draft EIR. The City has 

identified the following topics listed below for analysis in the EIR: 

 

 Biological Resources 

 Geology/Soils 

 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 Cultural Resources  

 Traffic Circulation /Transportation  

 Noise 

 Land Use – Review of potential project conflicts with adopted policies and plans 

 

 

PROJECT LOCATION - USGS PETALUMA RIVER QUADRANGLE MAP 
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