
146 entries total as of 3pm on Tuesday, March 21st   

 

Question 1:  Do you favor the City of Port Orchard becoming a Non-Charter Code City?  

No – 30 
Yes – 116 

80% 
 

Question 2: Should the authorization to become a Non-Charter Code City be made by the Port Orchard 
City Council or should the decision be placed on the ballot for a vote of the citizens at a cost of 
approximately $12,000?  

Ballot 61 
City Council 85 

58% 

 

 



Please provide any information you feel the City Council should know about changing to a Non-Charter Code City:

This is a no brainer- it is silly to put it on the ballot- this is why you are elected, to make decisions that are best for our city. 
Put this money towards outfitting the police officers with Narcan- and save some lives. 

Patty Henderson, RN
Although I hate the idea of paying the $12,000, I think there would be extreme bad will created by not including the voters in 
the decision that will affect the future of their home town.
It makes sense to have the flexibility and authority that a Code City is allowed. Had we been a Code City, perhaps the owner 
of the Myhre's building downtown could have been held accountable for its derelict condition well before it was actually 
addressed, and other buildings wouldn't be used as storage or a tax write-off for his holding company. It feels like downtown 
NO MORE TAXES. 
Input and Decisions should come from the people
Difficult decision as for who should make the decision (reference recent High School vote).  That aside, I understand that 
changing to a non-charter code city may expedite improvements made to Port Orchard, improvements that are much 
needed.  I think that sharing information, such as a comparison table  may better inform citizens (see Municipal Research 
and Services Center of WA comparison).  Thank you for looking at ways to make positive change in Port Orchard.
Placing this decision on a ballot requires the citizens to read and get educated on the topic to make an informed decision. 
This likely won't happen, and asking uninformed voters to approve becoming a "Code City" is not going to happen. Even if no 
new codes actually resulted.
Highly recommend a charter to keep power in check as this move sounds like it opens up for mayor and council to be more 
powerful than the majority voice
This NEEDS to be vote on by the people, for the people. Ballot measure!
Who wants to be a Second Class City when we are a FIRST Class City!???  We need to be as awesome as we can be and are.
Why put the cost on this?  Democracy is priceless.
The people should always have a voice in the government.  Despite the cost, its important for this to go to a vote.  No council 
should have such power nor face any possible repercussions.
I vote for Code City  if the council votes to give the people initiative/referendum. 
 And the council agrees to divide the city into  wards. RCW35A.12.180.
 And citizens get to  vote on it.
I would like it to be more supportive to the businesses in downtown area
The change to Code City will support efficiency and additional opportunities for Port Orchard.
Converting to Code City status is imperative to the continual improvement of our local economy, attracting tourism, and 
retaining small businesses, which ultimately influences most other issues having to do with our city's success.
go for it.  sounds like we are pretty out-dated.  are there downsides we should know before we do it?
This is one of those decisions the council is elected to make.  Spending $12,000 to send this to a vote is a ridiculous waste of 
money.  We should have done this year's ago but some felt threatened by a non-binding petition.
$12,000 would pay for a nice statue of Gil Michael to go on the waterfront walkway.
Nails it:

"Code Cities have greater flexibility to meet the challenges and need of citizens and businesses of today; a Second Class City 
is limited by a narrow set of State laws dating back to 1890 and many revised in 1965."

Time to grow our community. Forge ahead.                    
this century.
This is a vote from the 2nd resident at the accompanying email address.  My concern about decisions being made by our 
current city council is that they listen more to businesses than residents. If changing to a Code City further pushes decisions 
to always favor businesses over residents needs, who suffer the consequences financially of the changes proposed and 
accepted by the council ...then I would not want this change. Would like to say more but have been limited by space to 
Make sure the citizens ofPort Orchard  know about the vote.  Don't depend upon electronic distribution and notification of 
information ( Your web page).  In this day of so much identity theft many older citizens limit their time on electronic devices.  
Mail the pro's and con's , plus the notification of the vote in the City of Port Orchard water bill.



The City Council was elected to represent the community on substantial issues such as this and should make this decisions 
without any additional costs to taxpayers.
I suggest the people of Port Orchard have elected a city council to determine the best course of action for the city. The fact 
that there are only a few "second class cities" left in Washington indicates that there is good reason to make the move.  Port 
Orchard City Council has the facts to make the correct decision.
I don't feel we need to spend the money to make this change.  This looks like fiscally responsible move.
It doesn't make sense to have a category of cities with only six members. Move Port Orchard to the Non-Charter  Code 
category, and encourage the other five to do the rest same.
This box should not prevent a citizen from submitting their survey response.
The change to Code City status would benifit Port Orchard and allow for more management options. I trust our elected 
Officials  to represent my interests. Please do not put this on a ballot, and please do not wast anymore money on this topic.
The change to Code City status would provide substantial benefits and options to Port Orchard and allow for a more effective 
implementation of city regulations and management options.   We elected our Council and Mayor to represent our interests 
on this and other issues, so the decision to convert to a Code City should rest upon them without the additional costs related 
x
The City counsel has been elected to make these decisions. It seems that the a management system with greater flexibility 
and efficiency is in the best interests of everyone. The cost to run an election for this is not money well spent and could be 
I believe for Port Orchard changing to Code City status, it would provide more benefits and options to city leaders.   Please 
let our elected city officials represent their constituents on this matter.
A highly recommended change for a 21st century government.
Our City Council and Mayor were elected to make decisions like this.  Changing to a Non-Charter Code City makes sense for 
us at this time in my opinion.
none
There are only upsides to being a code Non-Charter Code City. The City Council and Mayor have been voted in by the people 
to make decisions as our representative that best serve the future of our City. There is no need wasting tax payer dollars and 
creating a ballot measure for this item. This is a decision that should simply be made by our City Council Representatives as it 
benefits the City as a whole and has no financial impact in doing so. It is important we let Council do their jobs.
City Council should provide the pros/cons about becoming a Non-Charter Code City.  How & will this change effect property 
taxation, property taxes, law enforcement.  Does it effect any type of federal funding.
This change is long overdue. I trust the mayor and council to make this decision to move Port Orchard ahead.
Na
The regulation for second class city status is outdated, has little flexibility and is ineffective in todays society.  Code City 
status is what most people are accustomed to and therefore more attractive for businesses looking to grow or expand in 
Port Orchard.  I would hope the council would  think responsibly and not waste our taxpayers time and money on putting 
You were elected to make decisions.  You are in a much better position than the voters to understand the issues.
You were elected to make decisions.  You are in a much better position than the voters to understand the issues.
You were elected to make decisions.  You are in a much better position than the voters to understand the issues.
The council and Mayor are elected to serve the best interest of the citizens, and should make this change without having the 
added extra expense of an measure on a ballot.
I think the public should be informed of any changes that, by being a code city, the city council will be making that effect the 
citizens in our town.
I am not in favor of making the change until there is assurance from the council of enacting the option to implement 
initiative and referendum.
I want the ability to bring forward initiatives and referendums, even if city council disagrees or feels it isn't important.
Aside from ballot measure cost, what's the cost to implement this proposed change?  What are the primary benefits the city 
will receive for doing this?  Downside??
This should have been done years ago. The Council actually did it in 2011, and then caved in to political pressure from a vocal 
minority who, because it was an election year, threatened to run candidates against them. They should have had the cojones 
to stand up and do what was right, and what they were elected to do.  The benefits far outweigh the negatives.
Thank you.



The change to Code City status would provide substantial benefits and options to Port Orchard and allow for a more effective 
implementation of city regulations and management options.   We elected our Council and Mayor to represent our interests 
on this and other issues so the process to convert to a Code City should rest upon them without the additional costs related 
To big of decision for the city council to make on their own!
This is a country,state , county and city that is a democracy.   In a democracy it is up to the citizens and not the electorate to 
decide how the city should go in the future.  Big business has no right to be dictating to the people how the protected 
buildings will removed and replaced with condos and such.
Not enough information in an understandable form has been provided to make an informed decision on this matter.  That is 
why I feel it should be decided by a ballot measure after the city informs the electorate of the pros and cons of moving from 
a second class city to a code city status.
Anything like this NEEDS to be a ballot measure for the people to decide.
Na
What is the cost for the council elections on the ballot?                        
paperwork.
None
This will result in additional cost and a resulting in a need to raise revenue--additional tax.  Without a cost vs bennifit analysis 
that shows how much this change will cost and details of how it will improve the conditions of people living in Port Orchard I 
When Port Orchard becomes a non-charter Code City it will have greater flexibility to meet the challenge of dealing with 
modern business practices.
How about cleaning our town up & making sure we have enough police. The town looks run down. We need new stores
Port Orchard is by far the largest second class city in the state. Most are in the neighborhood of 1,000  residents. In 
researching the issue I do not see any specific benefit to the current status and believe that transition to a code city will in 
general allow for better, more efficient, governance practices.

Tom O'Brien
McCormick Woods
You couldn't have been much more vague in your pros and cons.  What exactly does becoming a code city do for you that 
being a second class city doesn't?  What's the rub?  Does it let the city governance be more liberal than they are now?
As a long time resident of this city, and now raising my two young daughters, I am desperate for Port Orchard to grow into 
the modern age of amenities. I will fully support any change that would aid in growing Port Orchard into a city with pride 
where as a resident I will continue to support.  It is disappointing to consistently travel outside of our city limits to meet my 
daily living needs, entertainment, and casual living shopping.
Port Orchard needs to keep pace with like size cities around the state. No reason not to do this. Those against this don't trust 
our council and see some sort of conspiracy that isn't real.
The enhanced flexability available to a NC Code City should be taken advantage. I prefer a city operate under its own charter, 
but this may be the next best alternative. In any event, it should be adopted by a vote of the citizenry.
Think it is time. The City needs to have more capability  to become more progressive.
We are in total support of the change to become a Code  City.   Whatever will help to improve economic development, 
increase the opportunity for funding of infrastructure issues and transportation, and bring about closer ties with the other 
major centers of Puget Sound, we are for.  We live in a beautiful region that seems to be continuously held back from 
maximizing its potential and we would like to see change for the better.
What would the negative impact be?  Modern business practices does not explain much to me.  Need much more pro/con 
information to make an intelligent decision.
We elect Council Members and the Mayor to make certain decisions that they feel are in the best interests of the city and its 
residents.  Putting every issue to a vote of the people adds unnecessary complexity and expense when in this case it is clearly 
unneeded.  The Council and Mayor should make this happen.  There is no downside to the issue and most people would 
have no idea what the matter is all about anyway.  This can be done at the next Council meeting as far as I am concerned.
We vote for city council positions and expect them to make these kinds of decisions.  Please do so in this case.
You don't want to be an outlier.  If there is a court case that comes out and part of the court's reasoning is based on the City 
at issue being a code City, it can create confusion as to applicability of that case to PO.
Who cares.
None



I will change my vote to a yes as long as the citizens of Port Orchard retain the power of initiatives and referendums.  Please 
ensure this is written in to the charter.
This is exciting. It could only benefit the city. Gearline Young
Good time to move foreward
Include the petition referendum.
We trust our elected City Council Members to make an informed decision on our behalf.
With citizen input, the City Council should make the decision.   The City of Port Orchard needs to progress and this change 
would be a positive advance.
I think that changing to a non-charter code city is a step forward for Port Orchard.  As the city expands, I believe it would also 
be a benefit if city council positions represented the various areas that the city includes instead of having so much 
representation from the downtown area.
Yes please
We need to allow development any way possible.  Housing is becoming far too expensive.
What will it cost the residents?



Please provide any information you feel the City Council should know about changing to a Non-Charter 
Code City:

How about cleaning our town up & making sure we have enough police. The town looks run down. We 
need new stores
What will it cost the residents?
I am not in favor of making the change until there is assurance from the council of enacting the option to 
implement initiative and referendum.
To big of decision for the city council to make on their own!
Who cares.
This box should not prevent a citizen from submitting their survey response.
What would the negative impact be?  Modern business practices does not explain much to me.  Need 
much more pro/con information to make an intelligent decision.
This will result in additional cost and a resulting in a need to raise revenue--additional tax.  Without a cost 
vs bennifit analysis that shows how much this change will cost and details of how it will improve the 
conditions of people living in Port Orchard I do not support it.
I vote for Code City  if the council votes to give the people initiative/referendum. 
 And the council agrees to divide the city into  wards. RCW35A.12.180.
 And citizens get to  vote on it.
You couldn't have been much more vague in your pros and cons.  What exactly does becoming a code city 
do for you that being a second class city doesn't?  What's the rub?  Does it let the city governance be 
more liberal than they are now?
I will change my vote to a yes as long as the citizens of Port Orchard retain the power of initiatives and 
referendums.  Please ensure this is written in to the charter.

This is a country,state , county and city that is a democracy.   In a democracy it is up to the citizens and 
not the electorate to decide how the city should go in the future.  Big business has no right to be dictating 
to the people how the protected buildings will removed and replaced with condos and such.

This is a vote from the 2nd resident at the accompanying email address.  My concern about decisions 
being made by our current city council is that they listen more to businesses than residents. If changing to 
a Code City further pushes decisions to always favor businesses over residents needs, who suffer the 
consequences financially of the changes proposed and accepted by the council ...then I would not want 
this change. Would like to say more but have been limited by space to continue.
Why put the cost on this?  Democracy is priceless.
none
The enhanced flexability available to a NC Code City should be taken advantage. I prefer a city operate 
under its own charter, but this may be the next best alternative. In any event, it should be adopted by a 
vote of the citizenry.

Not enough information in an understandable form has been provided to make an informed decision on 
this matter.  That is why I feel it should be decided by a ballot measure after the city informs the 
electorate of the pros and cons of moving from a second class city to a code city status.
What is the cost for the council elections on the ballot?
This NEEDS to be vote on by the people, for the people. Ballot measure!
Anything like this NEEDS to be a ballot measure for the people to decide.
Make sure the citizens ofPort Orchard  know about the vote.  Don't depend upon electronic distribution 
and notification of information ( Your web page).  In this day of so much identity theft many older citizens 
limit their time on electronic devices.  Mail the pro's and con's , plus the notification of the vote in the City 
of Port Orchard water bill.
The people should always have a voice in the government.  Despite the cost, its important for this to go to 
a vote.  No council should have such power nor face any possible repercussions.
Highly recommend a charter to keep power in check as this move sounds like it opens up for mayor and 
council to be more powerful than the majority voice
A highly recommended change for a 21st century government.



City Council should provide the pros/cons about becoming a Non-Charter Code City.  How & will this 
change effect property taxation, property taxes, law enforcement.  Does it effect any type of federal 
funding.

I believe for Port Orchard changing to Code City status, it would provide more benefits and options to city 
leaders.   Please let our elected city officials represent their constituents on this matter.
Time to grow our community. Forge ahead.
This is one of those decisions the council is elected to make.  Spending $12,000 to send this to a vote is a 
ridiculous waste of money.  We should have done this year's ago but some felt threatened by a non-
binding petition.
$12,000 would pay for a nice statue of Gil Michael to go on the waterfront walkway.

Port Orchard is by far the largest second class city in the state. Most are in the neighborhood of 1,000  
residents. In researching the issue I do not see any specific benefit to the current status and believe that 
transition to a code city will in general allow for better, more efficient, governance practices.

Tom O'Brien
McCormick Woods
We vote for city council positions and expect them to make these kinds of decisions.  Please do so in this 
case.

Nails it:

"Code Cities have greater flexibility to meet the challenges and need of citizens and businesses of today; a 
Second Class City is limited by a narrow set of State laws dating back to 1890 and many revised in 1965."
This should have been done years ago. The Council actually did it in 2011, and then caved in to political 
pressure from a vocal minority who, because it was an election year, threatened to run candidates against 
them. They should have had the cojones to stand up and do what was right, and what they were elected 
to do.  The benefits far outweigh the negatives.
Good time to move foreward
Bring this city into the 21st century, starting with changing to make government and business decisions 
made with rules of this century.
As a long time resident of this city, and now raising my two young daughters, I am desperate for Port 
Orchard to grow into the modern age of amenities. I will fully support any change that would aid in 
growing Port Orchard into a city with pride where as a resident I will continue to support.  It is 
disappointing to consistently travel outside of our city limits to meet my daily living needs, entertainment, 
and casual living shopping.
Our City Council and Mayor were elected to make decisions like this.  Changing to a Non-Charter Code City 
makes sense for us at this time in my opinion.

I suggest the people of Port Orchard have elected a city council to determine the best course of action for 
the city. The fact that there are only a few "second class cities" left in Washington indicates that there is 
good reason to make the move.  Port Orchard City Council has the facts to make the correct decision.
The council and Mayor are elected to serve the best interest of the citizens, and should make this change 
without having the added extra expense of an measure on a ballot.
The change to Code City status would benifit Port Orchard and allow for more management options. I 
trust our elected Officials  to represent my interests. Please do not put this on a ballot, and please do not 
wast anymore money on this topic.
Think it is time. The City needs to have more capability  to become more progressive.
With citizen input, the City Council should make the decision.   The City of Port Orchard needs to progress 
and this change would be a positive advance.
Yes please

You don't want to be an outlier.  If there is a court case that comes out and part of the court's reasoning is 
based on the City at issue being a code City, it can create confusion as to applicability of that case to PO.



When Port Orchard becomes a non-charter Code City it will have greater flexibility to meet the challenge 
of dealing with modern business practices.

I don't feel we need to spend the money to make this change.  This looks like fiscally responsible move.
The City counsel has been elected to make these decisions. It seems that the a management system with 
greater flexibility and efficiency is in the best interests of everyone. The cost to run an election for this is 
not money well spent and could be better used.

Placing this decision on a ballot requires the citizens to read and get educated on the topic to make an 
informed decision. This likely won't happen, and asking uninformed voters to approve becoming a "Code 
City" is not going to happen. Even if no new codes actually resulted.
If the Council believe Port Orchard should become a "Code City" to make running the City government 
more efficient and opportunistic - do it.
Converting to Code City status is imperative to the continual improvement of our local economy, 
attracting tourism, and retaining small businesses, which ultimately influences most other issues having to 
do with our city's success.
Aside from ballot measure cost, what's the cost to implement this proposed change?  What are the 
primary benefits the city will receive for doing this?  Downside??
We trust our elected City Council Members to make an informed decision on our behalf.

The change to Code City status would provide substantial benefits and options to Port Orchard and allow 
for a more effective implementation of city regulations and management options.   We elected our 
Council and Mayor to represent our interests on this and other issues, so the decision to convert to a 
Code City should rest upon them without the additional costs related to a ballot measure.
I think the public should be informed of any changes that, by being a code city, the city council will be 
making that effect the citizens in our town.

The regulation for second class city status is outdated, has little flexibility and is ineffective in todays 
society.  Code City status is what most people are accustomed to and therefore more attractive for 
businesses looking to grow or expand in Port Orchard.  I would hope the council would  think responsibly 
and not waste our taxpayers time and money on putting this out to a vote.  Thank you

I think that changing to a non-charter code city is a step forward for Port Orchard.  As the city expands, I 
believe it would also be a benefit if city council positions represented the various areas that the city 
includes instead of having so much representation from the downtown area.

go for it.  sounds like we are pretty out-dated.  are there downsides we should know before we do it?
We need to allow development any way possible.  Housing is becoming far too expensive.
The change to Code City will support efficiency and additional opportunities for Port Orchard.
The City Council was elected to represent the community on substantial issues such as this and should 
make this decisions without any additional costs to taxpayers.

The change to Code City status would provide substantial benefits and options to Port Orchard and allow 
for a more effective implementation of city regulations and management options.   We elected our 
Council and Mayor to represent our interests on this and other issues so the process to convert to a Code 
City should rest upon them without the additional costs related to a ballot measure.
Who wants to be a Second Class City when we are a FIRST Class City!???  We need to be as awesome as 
we can be and are.

There are only upsides to being a code Non-Charter Code City. The City Council and Mayor have been 
voted in by the people to make decisions as our representative that best serve the future of our City. 
There is no need wasting tax payer dollars and creating a ballot measure for this item. This is a decision 
that should simply be made by our City Council Representatives as it benefits the City as a whole and has 
no financial impact in doing so. It is important we let Council do their jobs.



We are in total support of the change to become a Code  City.   Whatever will help to improve economic 
development, increase the opportunity for funding of infrastructure issues and transportation, and bring 
about closer ties with the other major centers of Puget Sound, we are for.  We live in a beautiful region 
that seems to be continuously held back from maximizing its potential and we would like to see change 
for the better.
You were elected to make decisions.  You are in a much better position than the voters to understand the 
issues.
You were elected to make decisions.  You are in a much better position than the voters to understand the 
issues.
You were elected to make decisions.  You are in a much better position than the voters to understand the 
issues.
Port Orchard needs to keep pace with like size cities around the state. No reason not to do this. Those 
against this don't trust our council and see some sort of conspiracy that isn't real.

We elect Council Members and the Mayor to make certain decisions that they feel are in the best 
interests of the city and its residents.  Putting every issue to a vote of the people adds unnecessary 
complexity and expense when in this case it is clearly unneeded.  The Council and Mayor should make this 
happen.  There is no downside to the issue and most people would have no idea what the matter is all 
about anyway.  This can be done at the next Council meeting as far as I am concerned.
This change is long overdue. I trust the mayor and council to make this decision to move Port Orchard 
ahead.
My lawyer son advises me this is the best course of action for Port Orchard and will result in cutting red 
tape and reducing paperwork.
I would like it to be more supportive to the businesses in downtown area
Include the petition referendum.
This is exciting. It could only benefit the city. Gearline Young
Thank you.
I want the ability to bring forward initiatives and referendums, even if city council disagrees or feels it isn't 
important.
It doesn't make sense to have a category of cities with only six members. Move Port Orchard to the Non-
Charter  Code category, and encourage the other five to do the rest same.
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