
ORDINANCE 1343

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OR RUSTON,
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO ELECTRIC UTILITY RATES,
FIXING A TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR IN THE RATE
INCREASE, CHANGING THE DEFINITION FOR
CUSTOMERS ENTITLED TO THE ELECTRICAL UTILITY
RATE AS "SENIOR/DISABLED LOW-INCOME"
CUSTOMERS, ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION TO ALLOW
LOW INCOME CUSTOMERS TO ESTABLISH A BUDGET
BILLING PLAN, ADDING A NEW SECTION TO ADOPT
RESTRICTIONS ON TERMINATING ELECTRICITY
DURING WINTER MONTHS FOR LOW INCOME
CUSTOMERS, AMENDING RUSTON MUNICIPAL CODE
sEcTtoNS 18.0 '1  .010,  18 .01 .015 AND 18.01 .030 AND
ADOPTING A NEWSECTION 18.01.035.

WHEREAS, on June 20, 2011 the Town Council

amended Chapter 18.01 of the Ruston Municipal Code

Electrical Utilitv Rates: and

adopted Ordinance 1 which

("RMC') to update the Town's

WHEREAS, Ordinance 1335 established a two-step increase in

rates; and

WHEREAS, these increases were for the purpose of passing on rate

from the electricity provider, Tacoma power; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council held a public hearing on the rate

reflected in this Ordinance on May 2, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the first of these increases took effect on July 1, 2011

second increase is scheduled to take effect on April 1, 2012; and

d the

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Town that

typographical errors in that Ordinance that must be corrected; and



WHEREAS, in Ordinance 1335 the Town also established lower

disabled/senior low income customers; and

WHEREAS, the definition of who qualifies for the reduced rates

disabled/senior low income classification should be amended to make it co

state law; and

the

with

is requiredto al low

for the

WHEREAS, in accordance with RCW 35.21.300(4) the Town

any person qualifying as low income to establish a "budget plan"

utilities; and

WHEREAS, 18.01.015 should be amended to provide for

consistent with state law; and

are "low income"; and

WHEREAS, the Town's billing procedures

include these limitations; and

WHEREAS, in order to be consistent with

added to the Ruston Municipal Code to adopt the

to customers who are "low income";

NOW, THEREFORE,

set forth in RMC 18.0'1 .

state law a new section ld be

of

the plan"

WHEREAS, in accordance with RCW 35.21.300, there are limitationon the

Town's ability to terminate electrical service during the winter months for wno

reouirements for terminatin

THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RUSTON HEREBY

FOLLOWS:

Section 1, Section 18.01 .010 of the Ruston Municipal Code

amended to read as follows:

Section hereby



18.01.010 - Rates.

Electric power shall be sold by meter to all persons in the
Town of Ruston who desire the same at the following rates:

(a) Residential/CommercialRate.

(1) Customer charge (minimum charge): $10.00 per month
or any fraction thereof;

(2) Energy charge: $0.068 €ests per KWh for all kilowatt
hours, beginning July '1, 2011: and $0.073 €effts per KWh for
al l  ki lowatt hours, beginning Apri l  1 ,  2012;

(3) Reconnect fee: $50.00.

(b) Utility Bill Late Charge.

(1) A late charge of $15.00 will be added to the unpaid
balance of each utility bill on the fifteenth day of the month in
which such balance is due.

(2) All late charges shall be apportioned between the utility
funds as determined by the Mayor.

Section 2. Section 18.01 .015 of the Ruston Municipal Code Section

is herebv amended to read as follows:

18.01 .015 - Senior/disabled low-income residential rates.
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(4)Gu Senior-DisabledLow-lncomeResidentialRates.

(1) Customer charge (minimum charge): $6.00 per month
or any fraction thereof;

(2) Energy charge: €ents $0.0494 per KWh for all kilowatt
hours beginning on July 1,2011, and $0.0526 for al l  ki lowatt
hours beginning on Apri l  1 ,  2012.

(3) Reconnect fee: $15.00.

(e) Utility Bill Late Charge. A late charge of $10.00 will be
added to the unpaid balance of each utility bill on the
fifteenth dav of the month in which such balance is due.

$g!!4!. Section 18.01 .030(b) of ihe Ruston Municipal Code is hereby

amended to read as follows:

18.01 .030 Meter Reading and Payment of Bills.

(b) Bills shall be payable on or before the fifteenth day of the
month. Exceot as orovided in case
of nonpayment the Town may cut off the service after 24'
hour notice has been given to such customer on or before
the first day of the following month, and no person shall have
any claim for damages or right of action against the Town for
cutting off service on or after said date on account of
nonpayment. lf service is cut off for nonpayment, a fee of
$50.00 ($100.00 during nonbusiness hours) shall be paid to
the Town in addition to all sums due for current before
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service is renewed.

Section 4. A new Section 18.0'1.035 is hereby added to the Ruston Municipal

Code to read as follows:

18.01.035 Limitation on termination of service for
residential heating for low income customers.
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Section 5. Severabilitv. lf any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this

Ordinance should be held to be unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction,

such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any

other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.

Section 6. Publication. This Ordinance shall be published by an approved

summary consisting of the title.

Section 7. Effective Date. A summary of this Ordinance, consisting of its Title,

shall be published in the official newspaper of the Town and shall take effect and be in

full force five (5) days after the date of publication.

ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Ruston, signed by the Mayor and

attested by the Town Clerk in authentication of such passage on this _ day of

October, 2011. \

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Carol Morris. Town Attornev

\ \ €r-.,



Filed with the Town Clerk:
Passed by the Town Council.
Published:
Effective Date:
Ordinance Number:


