
TOWN OF RUSTON

ORDINANCE No. 1300

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RUSTON PROVIDING FOR AN AD
VALOREM TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2O1O

WHEREAS. state law requires the Counci l  to consider the Town's total anttcipated
financial requirements for the ensuing f iscal year and to determine and f ix by ordinance the
amount to be raised by ad valorem property taxes; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Ruston properly gave notice of a publ ic hearing to be held on
November 16 to consider the Town of Ruston s expected revenues and current expense
budget for the 2010 calendar year; and

WHEREAS, the Town Counci l  of Ruston hereby determines that the Town's populat ion is
under 10,000, and approximately 750 residents; and

WHEREAS, the present est imated assessed valuation of property within Ruston is
s143.850.549 00

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 84.55.070, the Town Counci l  is required to cert i fy to the
County Assessor prior to November 30, 2009, the amount of taxes levied upon property in
the town of Ruston: and

WHEREAS, the Town's actual levy amount in 2009 was $203,159.57; and

WHEREAS, the consti tut iona l i ty of Init iat ive 747 is on appeal to the Washington Supreme
Court; and pursuant to that appeal, the Town may not increase i ts ad valorem property tax
rate more than one percent over the precious yeais rate, plus new construction,

NOW THEREFORE.  BE IT  ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RUSTON,
WASHINGTON,

Section 1. An increase in the regular property tax levy is hereby authorized for the levy to
be col lected in the 2010 tax year. The dol lar amount of the increase over the actual levy
amount from the previous year shal l  be $2,03'1 .60 which is a percentage increase of 1%
from the previous year. This increase is exclusive of addit ional revenue result ing from new
construction, improvements to property, newly constructed wind turbines, any increase in
the value of state assessed property, any annexations that have occurred and any refunds
made.

Section 2. The levy on iaxable property in the Town of Ruston is an assessment
calculated on the highest regular tax which could have been lawful ly levied, as fol lows:
$203,159.57 mult ipl ied by the l imit f"",Bt::"1;o_1 

las 
defined in RCW 84 55.005)
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for a total $205, 1 91 .1 7; plus the current year'S assessed valuation of new constructjon and
improvements of 31,001,164.00 mult ipl ied by last years levy rate 1 624197066655 for a
total of $50,352.00 ; plus tax refunds of $0.00; for a total regular property tax l imit of
$255,543 17

Section 3. The Town Clerk is directed to transmit a cert i f ied copy of th s ordinance to the
Off ice of the Auditor of the State of Washington, Division of Municipal Corporations on or
before November 30, 2009. The Clerk is further directed to transmit a cert i f ied copy of this
ordinance to the ClerK of the Pierce County Counci l  and to the Pierce County Assessor on
or before November 30. 2009.

Section 4. Effect ive Date This Ordinance shal l  be in ful l  force and effect f ive (5) days
after adoption and publication. A summary of this Ordinance may be published in l ieu of
the entire Ordinance, as authorized by State law.

Section 5. Severabi l i ty. Each and every provision of this Ordinance shal l  be deemed
severable. In that event that any port ion of this Ordinance is determined by f inal order of a
court of competent jur isdict ion to be void or unenforceable, such determination shal l  not
affect the val idity of the remaining provisions thereof provided the intent of this Ordinance
can st i l l  be furthered without the inval id provision.

PASSED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RUSTON on this 16th day of
November. 2009.

.  i *  t  / (
Bruce Ho'Pkin!,

Clerk/Treasurer
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