
1 
 

  Business of the City Council 
                   City of Ruston, WA 
 
 

 
 

Subject:    Resolution #670 - Approval of  
  Agreement with Pierce County  
  for Jail Services 
   
 
 
 
Proposed Council Action:   
 
Consider Approval of Resolution Authorizing  
Mayor to Sign Interlocal Agreement with the 
Pierce County for Jail Services 
 
 
 
 
INFORMATION / BACKGROUND 
 
The Interlocal Cooperation Act1, authorizes the City is to contract with other governmental 
agencies to provide services that the City is authorized to perform.  The City has contracted with 
several entities for jail services, including Pierce County, SCORE and the Cities of Forks and 
Puyallup.  The contract with Pierce County has been in existence since 2005. Pierce County has 
changed rates and is requiring contracting cities to adopt the updated agreement. 
 
The rates have changed as follows, with several being reduced: 
 

Fee Type Prior Fee New Fee Change 
Booking Fee $253.25  

(previously included 
medical fee) 

$53.90 ($199.35) 

Daily Bed Rate $103.55 $78.90 ($24.65) 
Escort Fee $126.70 $129.30 +$2.60 
Mental Health Fee $213.30 $218.50 +$5.20 
Special 
Identification 
Process 

$189.10 $180.40 ($8.70) 

Major Medical 
Costs 

Included in Booking Contract Agency Paid City will pay actual 
costs of “extraordinary 

medical costs” 
 

                                            
1 Chapter 39.34 RCW 

Dept. Origin: Police Dept./Mayor’s Office 
 
Prepared by:  Jennifer Robertson 

City Attorney’s Office 
 
For Agenda of:  February 16, 2018 
 
Exhibits:  Attached Resolution and 

Jail Services Agreement 
 

                                                           Initial & Date 
Concurred by Mayor:        _________ 
Approved/form by City Atty:     JSR/1-10-18   
Approved by _____ Director:        __________  
Approved by Department Head:  __________ 
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All fees listed above are subject to “annual cost of living expenses” per Section 12 of the 
Agreement which will take effect each January. The County shall provide notice of the increases 
in writing. If these increases exceed 3.5 percent, then such increase is subject to mediation at 
the request of either party. 
 
All invoices are required to be paid within 30 days from receipt. The Agreement is not exclusive 
and Ruston may contract with other jails for services. Either party may terminate the Agreement 
with 90 days’ writing notice prior to the start of a new contract year (i.e. 90 days prior to January 
1st).  
 
The Agreement does not require a minimum obligation for inmate beds and may be utilized as 
needed by the City. The  
 
For comparison, the rates charged by other jail facilities with who the City contracts are: 
 

• SCORE   $135 per day, additional $50 per day for inmates with special 
Housing needs 

• Forks   $40-45 per day depending on the length of stay 
• Fife   $20 booking fee plus $65 per day 
• Puyallup   $20 booking fee plus $70 per day 

 
The agreement contains mutual indemnity provisions2 whereby each party indemnifies each 
other for its own acts or omissions that occur when each has custody of the inmate. So the City 
indemnifies the County for acts that occur prior to the Jail’s acceptance of the inmate, whereas 
the County indemnifies the City for acts that occur after the Jail accepts the inmate.    
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
 
The fees for this Agreement are outlined above.  The City utilized $20,364.60 in jail services 
from Pierce County in 2017 (monthly average $1,697.05).  
 
RECOMMENDATION / MOTION 
 
If the City Council desires to authorize this agreement, it may do so by passing the attached 
Resolution #670. 
 
MOTION: I move passage of Resolution #670 authorizing the Mayor to execute an 

agreement with Pierce County for Inmate Housing. 

                                            
2 See Section 16 of the Agreement, p. 3. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  670 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF RUSTON, WASHINGTON, AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN INMATE HOUSING 
AGREEMENT WITH PIERCE COUNTY FOR 
TEMPORARY HOUSING OF MISDEMEANANTS IN 
THEIR JAIL IN DES MOINES WASHINGTON. 

 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with RCW 39.34.080, the City may contract with another 

government entity to perform any function which each agency is authorized by law to perform; 

and  

WHEREAS, when the City police department during the course of its work has cause to 

take individuals to jail; and 

WHEREAS, the City has jail contracts with the City of Forks, City of Puyallup, SCORE 

and Pierce County for jail services; and 

WHERAS, Pierce County has updated the Agreement and in order to continue to use these 

services the City needs to approve the updated Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it in the public interest to authorize the Mayor to 

execute the proposed Agreement for Inmate Housing in substantially the form that is attached to 

this Resolution as Exhibit “1”; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSTON, 

WASHINGTON, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

           Section 1.  Authorization of Agreement. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 

Agreement for Temporary Housing of Misdemeanants with Pierce County in substantially the 

form attached hereto as Exhibit “1”.   
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Section 2.  Posting on Website Required.  Pursuant to RCW 39.34.040, once this 

Agreement has been executed by both Ruston and Pierce County, the City Clerk is directed to post 

a copy of this Agreement on the City’s website. 

RESOLVED this 16th day of January, 2018. 

 
      APPROVED: 
 
      
             
      Bruce Hopkins, Mayor 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
       
Judy Grams, City Clerk 
 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:    
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:    
RESOLUTION NO.:      670  
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EXHIBIT “1” 

 

Interagency Agreement  

Between  

City of Ruston 

and 

Pierce County 

For  

Jail Services 
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