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WASHINGTON Business of the City Council

City of Ruston, WA

Subject: Ordinance 1481 — Update of Dept. Origin: Building Dept.
City’s Property Maintenance
Code to Implement Hearing Prepared by: Jennifer Robertson
Examiner System City Attorney’s Office

For Agenda of: January 5, 2016

Exhibits: Ordinance #1481
Proposed Council Action:

Initial & Date
Ordinance #1481 is scheduled for First Concurred by Mayor:
Reading. Waiver of First Reading and Adoption | Approved/form by City Atty: JSR/12-30-15
On January 5, 2016 is requested. Approved by Planning Director:

Approved by City Bldg Official:

INFORMATION / BACKGROUND

In January 2015, the City Council created the Office of the Hearing Examiner by adoption of
Ordinance No. 1450 which is codified as Chapter 1.20 of the Ruston Municipal Code (“RMC").
During the period between August and December of 2015, the City Council has adopted multiple
ordinances to implement the hearing examiner system. It was recently discovered that Chapter
12.05 of the Ruston Municipal Code also needs to be updated for its appeal procedures to be
consistent with the use of a hearing examiner and enforcement through the general Code
Enforcement Chapter 12.40 RMC.

This update involves changing Section 12.05.090 RMC to delete the detailed appeals
procedures which provides appellate authority to the “City Building Code Advisory Board” and
replaces those extensive procedures with a cross-reference to the Title 12 Enforcement Chapter
12.40 RMC. The City has no Building Code Advisory Board at this time. This update will make
the appeals procedures under the Construction Codes Title 12 internally consistent. This update
also fixes an issue with Chapter 12.05 which already cross-reference Chapter 12.40 RMC as
the enforcement mechanism yet continued to contain an appeals procedure that differed from
Chapter 12.40 RMC.

In order to ensure this consistency amendment takes effect promptly, waiver of First Reading is
requested with Second Reading and Adoption occurring on January 5, 2016.

FISCAL CONSIDERATION
N/A




BOARD OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
N/A

RECOMMENDATION / MOTION

It is recommended that Council waiver first reading and adopt Ordinance #1481.

MOTION: | move to adopt Ordinance #1481 relating to maintenance of property and
structures, residential and commercial, updating Chapter 12.05 of the Ruston
Municipal Code to amend the appeal procedures contained in RMC 12.05.090 for
enforcement of the International Property Maintenance Code to make consistent
with the City’s Hearing Examiner System and with the Construction Code
Enforcement Chapter 12.40 RMC.



ORDINANCE NO. 1481

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RUSTON, RELATING TO
MAINTENANCE OF PROPERTY AND STRUCTURES,
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL, UPDATING CHAPTER
12.05 OF THE RUSTON MUNICIPAL CODE TO AMEND THE
APPEAL PROCEDURES FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE TO
MAKE CONSISTENT WITH THE CITY’S HEARING EXAMINER
SYSTEM AND WITH THE CONSTRUCTION CODE
ENFORCEMENT CHAPTER 1240 OF THE RUSTON
MUNICIPAL CODE, AMENDING SECTION 12.05.090 OF THE
RUSTON MUNICIPAL CODE, AND ESTABLISHING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in January 2015, the City Council created the Office of the Hearing Examiner
by adoption of Ordinance No. 1450 which is codified as Chapter 1.20 of the Ruston Municipal
Code (“RMC”); and

WHEREAS, in accordance with RMC 1.20.020(A), the City Council is authorized to
appoint the City Hearing Examiner; and

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2015, the City Council by Resolution No. 598 appointed a
City Hearing Examiner; and

WHEREAS, in order to have the Hearing Examiner hear certain matters for the City, the
Ruston Municipal Code needs to be updated to change the applicable decision maker to the City’s
Hearing Examiner; and

WHEREAS, between August and December of 2015, the City Council has adopted
multiple ordinances to implement the hearing examiner system; and

WHEREAS, it was discovered that Chapter 12.05 of the Ruston Municipal Code also needs
to be updated for its appeal procedures to be consistent with the use of a hearing examiner and

enforcement through the general Code Enforcement Chapter 12.40 RMC; and



WHEREAS, the SEPA Responsible Official has determined that adoption of the updated
Property Maintenance Code is exempt from SEPA under WAC 197-11-800(2); and

WHEREAS, on January 5, 2016, the City Council waived the first reading of this
Ordinance and moved directly to second reading and adopted this Ordinance during its regular
meeting at the second reading; NOW, THEREFORE

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSTON DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 12.05.090 of the Ruston Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as

follows:

12.05.090 - Means of appeal.

Section 111 of the IMPC is hereby amended to read as follows:

111.1 Application for appeal and time to file. Any person directly affected by a notice or order
of the Building Official issued under this code shall have the right to appeal such notice or
order in accordance with the appeal procedures contained in the Title 12 Enforcement Chapter
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Section 2. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance should

be held to be unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance.

Section 3. Publication. This Ordinance shall be published by an approved summary

consisting of the title.

Section 4. Adopted Codes available to Public. Pursuant to RCW 35.21.180, one copy of

all codes adopted by reference in this Chapter have been filed for use and examination by the
public in the office of the City Clerk, prior to and after the adoption thereof.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective five days after publication as

provided by law.
ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Ruston and attested by the City Clerk in

authentication of such passage on this 4th day of January, 2016.



APPROVED by the Mayor this 4th day of January, 2016.

Bruce Hopkins, Mayor

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

Judy Grams, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the Cit@ttorney

Jehnifer SURobertson

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:_12/30/2015
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:
PUBLISHED:

EFFECTIVE DATE:

ORDINANCE NO:___ 1481




	Agenda Bill ORD 1481 - Amending Ch. 12.05 RMC
	INFORMATION / BACKGROUND
	FISCAL CONSIDERATION
	Concurred by Mayor:         __________
	Approved by Planning Director:
	Approved by City Bldg Official:
	BOARD OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
	RECOMMENDATION / MOTION

	ORD 1481 - Amending Ch. 12.05 RMC Appeals Procedures

