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        Business of the Ruston City Council 
      Ruston, WA 

 
 

 
 

Subject:    Resolution #659 – Authorizing   
Execution of 2-Year Agreement  
With Pierce County for the  
Low Income Energy Assistance  
Program 

 
 
 
Proposed Council Action:   
 
Pass Resolution #659. 
 
 
 
 
INFORMATION / BACKGROUND 
 

Pierce County Department of Community Connections provides assistance to low income 
people living within Pierce County in accordance with 42 U.S.C. Section 8264, the Low Income 
Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (“the Act”).  These assistance payments are made directly to the 
electricity vendor to be credited to the account of the electricity customer.  Because the City of 
Ruston provides electricity services to people and properties located within the City limits, it is a 
“vendor” under the Act. In order to comply with this Act, Pierce County must ensure that 
electricity vendors whose customers receive these assistance meet the requirements of the Act. 
This requires an agreement between the entity providing the assistance (in this case Pierce 
County) and the Vendor (the City).   
 
The City has had an agreement with Pierce County for these purposes for many years but the 
current Agreement is expiring at the end of September.  Therefore, in order for people living in 
Ruston to be eligible for receipt of funds from the energy assistance program, the City must 
renew the agreement with Pierce County. The proposed agreement will run from October 1, 
2017 through September 30, 2019. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
 

This agreement will facilitate the County providing energy assistance to low income customers 
of the City of Ruston.  Those payments will go directly to the City and be credited to the accounts 
of those customers. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / MOTION 
 

Pass Resolution #659.   
 

MOTION:  I move to approve Resolution #659 authorizing the Mayor to execute the 
Agreement for the Low Income Energy Assistance Program with Pierce County. 

Dept. Origin: Utilities Department 
 
Prepared by:  Jennifer Robertson 

City Attorney 
 
For Agenda of: August 15, 2017 
 
Exhibits:  Resolution #659 with 

Attached Agreement   

                                                           Initial & Date 
Concurred by Mayor:        _________  
Approved/form by City Atty:     7-19-17/    
Approved by _____ Director:        __________  
Approved by Department Head:  __________   
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RESOLUTION NO.  659 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF RUSTON, WASHINGTON, AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH PIERCE 
COUNTY FOR PROVISION OF LOW INCOME ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE FOR CUSTOMERS OF THE CITY OF 
RUSTON. 

 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with RCW 39.34.080, the City may contract with another 

government entity to perform any function which each agency is authorized by law to perform; 

and  

WHEREAS, the City of Ruston provides electricity services to people and properties 

located within the City of Ruston; and 

WHEREAS, Pierce County Department of Community Connections provides assistance to 

low income people living within Pierce County in accordance with 42 U.S.C. Section 8264, the 

Low Income Energy Assistance Act of 1981; and 

WHEREAS, in order to comply with this Act, Pierce County must ensure that electricity 

providers whose customers receive these assistance meet certain requirements; and 

WHEREAS, the City has had an Agreement with Pierce County for these purposes but that 

Agreement is set to expire on September 30, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, in order for people living in Ruston to be eligible for receipt of the energy 

assistance, the City must have a current agreement with Pierce County, therefore, it is in the 

interests of the City to renew this agreement for October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it in the public interest to authorize the Mayor to 

execute the proposed Agreement for the Low Income Energy Assistance Program in substantially 

the form that is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit “1”; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSTON, 

WASHINGTON, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

           Section 1.  Authorization of Agreement. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the 

Low Income Energy Assistance Program Vendor Agreement with Pierce County in substantially 

the form attached hereto as Exhibit “1”.   

Section 2.  Posting on Website Required.  Pursuant to RCW 39.34.040, once this 

Agreement has been executed by both Ruston and Pierce County, the City Clerk is directed to post 

a copy of this Agreement on the City’s website. 

RESOLVED this 15th day of August, 2017. 

 
      APPROVED: 
 
      
             
      Bruce Hopkins, Mayor 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
       
Judy Grams, City Clerk 
 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:     
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:    
RESOLUTION NO.:     659  
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EXHIBIT “1” 

 

Interagency Agreement  

between  

Ruston and Pierce County  

for  

Low Income Energy Assistance Program 
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