
CITY OF RUSTON 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

TUESDAY, June 20, 2017 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At 7:00PM Mayor Hopkins called the Regular Council Meeting to order.  Councilmembers 
present were: Jane Hunt, Lyle Hardin, and Deb Kristovich.  Councilmember Jim Hedrick and 
Councilmember Lynn Syler were excused.  Following the flag salute, Mayor Hopkins called for 
approval of the agenda. Councilmember Hunt moved to approve the Agenda of June 20, 2017, 
with a second from Councilmember Hardin passed 3-0.    
 
MINUTES 
Councilmember Hunt moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council meeting minutes of 
June 6, 2017, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, passed 3-0. 
 
STAFF REPORT – 
Ruston Police – Chief Estes – See attached. 
Ruston Fire – Chief Torbet – See attached. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS – None at this time. 
 
BUSINESS  
Metro Parks Tacoma – Point Defiance Update. Andrea Smith, President Metro Parks 
Commissioner, Debbie Terwilleger, Director of Planning and Development, Marty Stump, 
Design and Construction Manager and Roger Stanton, Project Administrator delivered Power 
Point presentation of the Destination Point Defiance and Beyond Projects.  See attached. 
 
Ruston – Point Defiance Business District - Joe Atkinson, President, presented an update on 
the Farmers Market which was moved from its original location in Ruston to an empty lot next 
door to the Antique Sandwich shop in Tacoma.  The Business District remains positive that this 
event will be success again this year.  Mr. Atkinson was pleased to hear that the City continues to 
move forward with the 51st retaining wall repair and thanked Mayor and Council for all that they 
do in the community. 
 
RES 651 – Pierce County Solid Waste Plan Supplement - Chapter 70.95 RCW requires 
Counties, in coordination with their Cities and Towns, to adopt comprehensive solid waste plans 
for the management, handling, and disposal of solid waste for twenty years, and to review and 
amend or revise the plans every five years, as necessary. Pursuant to Chapter 70.95 RCW, the 
Pierce County Executive entered into Interlocal Agreements with the Cities and Towns within 
Pierce County wherein the County agreed to serve as the lead planning agency to maintain the 
Solid Waste Management Plan and draft revisions as necessary, and to provide a draft of these 
revisions to the Cities and Towns prior to scheduled County Council public hearing dates. The 
City of Ruston entered into such Interlocal Agreement on March 19, 2001 as authorized by 
Resolution No. 325 which was passed on March 5, 2001.   
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Pierce County, in coordination with the Pierce County Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
(SWAC) developed the 2016 Supplement to the 2000 Tacoma-Pierce County Solid Waste 
Management Plan to replace the 2008 Supplement.  As part of this process, the SWAC held 11 
public meetings and conducted one public hearing, giving the community multiple opportunities 
to be involved in the drafting and reviewing of the 2016 Supplement. The 2016 Supplement to 
the 2000 Tacoma-Pierce County Solid Waste Management Plan is a strategic document, 
identifying goals, objectives and actions necessary to achieve a community vision. The County 
submitted a draft supplement to the Cities and Towns for review and comment in April 2016. 
The Pierce County Council adopted the 2016 Supplement by Ordinance 2016-83 on March 23, 
2017.  The County has established a deadline of July 13, 2017 for the City to adopt the 
Supplement.  Councilmember Hunt moved to approve Resolution 651, with a second from 
Councilmember Hardin, passed 3-0. 

 
CLAIMS/PAYROLL – Councilmember Hunt moved to approve Payroll, with a second from 
Councilmember Hardin, passed 3-0. 
 
MAYOR’S TIME – Mayor Hopkins provided an update on the 51st restriping as the final phase of the 
sewer project work. Project Manager Kevin Moser has been working on the undergrounding utilities 
project and inspecting poles throughout the City.  City Planner White, Building Officer Barth and Mayor 
Hopkins met regarding the Silver Cloud project and expect the permit to be ready for issuance the end of 
next week.  The Ruston Tunnel Fill project is currently on hold and the 51st Retain Wall project will begin 
after July 4, 2017.  
 
COUNCIL TIME – 
Councilmember Hedrick – Was excused. 
Councilmember Hunt –  Recommended that the current router at the Ruston School be upgraded and a 
second router be installed. 
Councilmember Hardin – Appreciated Metro Parks presentation and noted that with the Taste of Tacoma 
and no available parking it would bring unhappy people looking for places to park.  Councilmember 
Hardin asked Metro Parks what the plan was and Debbie Terwilleger, Director of Planning and 
Development, responded there would be Tacoma Community College shuttles in place to offset the 
volumes and parking demands. 
Councilmember Kristovich – Nothing at this time. 
Councilmember Syler – Was excused. 
 
MEETING AJOURNED -  
At 8:05PM Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, 
passed 3-0 

____________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Hopkins 

ATTEST:     ____________________________ 
Judy Grams 
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Destination Pt. Defiance & Beyond
Projects Update

Presented to the Ruston City Council - June 20, 2017 

Presented to Ruston City Council
June 20, 2017



MPT Capital Improvement Program
2014 Bond-Funded Projects

• MPT Capital Program Overview

• Destination Point Defiance – 2015 Master Plan Update

• Current Projects

• Upcoming Projects & Initiatives



2014 Capital Bond Projects

 Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium $65.4 M
 Regional Parks  $67.2M

• Waterfront Parks & Facilities

• Historic & Cultural Landmarks

 Neighborhood Parks, Natural Areas, &  
Recreation Facilities  $65.4M

• Community Parks

• Community Centers

• Sports Complexes

• Open Space, Trails & Natural Areas

• Neighborhood Parks & Recreation
Small Capital Improvements





Today

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Waterfront Phase 1

Roundabout
Loop Trail & Viewpoints

Owen Beach

Fort Nisqually

PDZA Holding Facility

Seawater Project

Pacific Seas Aquarium

Polar Bear ExhibitSea Lion Exhibit

SAMI Environmental 
Learning Center

Parking & Circulation Study

Temp Triangle 
Parking

Pt. Defiance Park - Construction Schedule 
( partial  list )



PDZA Pacific Seas Aquarium

Hammerhead Sharks, Eagle Rays and 
Green Sea Turtles will reside at PDZA 
Holding Facility to grow and acclimate 
before opening in Summer of 2018



PDZA Pacific Seas Aquarium

Schedule
 40% Complete as of June 2017
100% Complete in Summer 2018



Environmental Learning Center



Environmental Learning Center

$19M shared-use education facility with 
Tacoma Public Schools in the heart of 
Pt. Defiance Park



Pt. Defiance Park - Waterfront Phase I



Pt. Defiance Park - Waterfront Phase I
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Pt. Defiance Park - Waterfront Phase I



Pt. Defiance Park - Waterfront Phase I

Triangle Area
• Contractor Staging  (current)
• Temporary Parking  (near-term)
• Redevelopment  (long term)



Pt. Defiance Park
Moving Forward Together

Planning in Partnership



Projects in Design / Pre-Construction Phase
• Roundabout Entry
• Traffic and Circulation Study (Mobility and Access Plan)
• Shared-Use Loop Trail
• Owen Beach Renovation
• Marina Improvements

Pt. Defiance Park - Ongoing Projects

Projects in Planning Phase
• Fort Nisqually Renovations
• Camp 6 / Baker Tract Improvements
• PDZA Arctic Tundra Exhibit

Pending Planning Projects
• Tacoma Waterfront – Ruston Way
• Pt. Defiance Triangle



Pt. Defiance Park - Roundabout Entry



Benefits of 
The Roundabout Intersection
• Safety

• Accessibility

• Public Health

• Traffic Flow

• Traffic Calming  

• Neighborhood Walkability

• Aesthetics

• Environmental

Pt. Defiance Park - Roundabout Entry



Recent History of:
The Roundabout

• 1911 Hare & Hare Park Master Plan

• August 2014 Ruston City Council Presentation

• November 2014 Tacoma City Council Presentation

• 2015 Pt. Defiance Park  Master Plan Update
• January 2015 Public Meeting

• February 2015 Public Meeting

• March 2015 Public Meeting

• April 2015 Public Meeting

• 2016-2017 Parking and Circulation Study
• February 2017 Public Meeting

• Roundabout Public Design Review Meetings
• May 2017 Public Meeting – City of Ruston

• June 2017 Public Meeting – Pt. Defiance Pagoda

• Construction Schedule
• July 2017 Construction Start

• (+/-) 6 months completion

Pt. Defiance Park - Roundabout Entry



Pt. Defiance Park - Roundabout Entry



Pt. Defiance Park
Traffic and Circulation Study

A Vision Statement:

Point Defiance Park shall feature a Comprehensive, 
Integrated, Intuitive, and Sustainable Multi-Modal 
Circulation System that responds equitably to the needs of 
current and future park visitors, while preserving, 
respecting, and enhancing the integrity of the Park’s history, 
beauty and ecology.



Pt. Defiance Park
Traffic and Circulation Study

A Community Conversation About 
Multi-Modal Access Solutions



Pt. Defiance Park
Traffic and Circulation Study

Outcome:
Two-Way conversion from Pearl St. entrance to 
Zoo parking lot results in estimated 37% reduction 
in vehicular traffic through the Upper Bowl



Pt. Defiance Park
Traffic and Circulation Study

Parking Garage Study at Pt. 
Defiance Zoo and 
Aquarium

• Structure of 2-4 Levels
• Increase Parking by 450 (+)
• Multi-Modal Hub
• Shared-Use Facility
• Minimize Tree Removal
• Currently Unfunded



Pt. Defiance Park – Owen Beach

Family Play and Nature Contact 
Picnic, Restrooms & Concessions
Utility Infrastructure
Accessibility



Tacoma Waterfront – Ruston Way

A Chain of Parks



Tacoma Waterfront – Ruston Way

Planning for:
Multi-Modal Access



Tacoma Waterfront – Ruston Way

Planning Framework (Summer 2017)
Project Plan
Consultant Selection
Outreach strategy

Community Visioning Workshops (Fall  2017)
Concept Alternatives (Winter 2017-2018)
Preferred Option (Spring 2018)
Implementation Planning (Summer, 2018)

Planning Timeline



Pt. Defiance Park - Triangle



Thank You !
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