
 
CITY OF RUSTON 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, September 19, 2017 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At 7:00PM Mayor Hopkins called the Regular Council Meeting to order.  Councilmembers 
present were: Jane Hunt, Lyle Hardin, Deb Kristovich and Lynn Syler.  Councilmember Hedrick 
was excused.  Following the flag salute, Mayor Hopkins called for approval of the agenda. 
Councilmember Hunt moved to approve the agenda of September 19, 2017, with a second from 
Councilmember Hardin, passed 4-0.    
 
MINUTES 
Councilmember Hunt moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council meeting of September 5, 
2017, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, passed 4-0. 
 
STAFF REPORT – 
Ruston Police – Chief Estes – See attached. 
Ruston Fire – Chief Torbet – See attached. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS – No Public Comments at this time. 
 
BUSINESS 
Ruston-Point Defiance Business District - Joseph Atkinson, President, presented a serious issue 
with City of Tacoma.  Tacoma was planning to eliminate fourteen parking stalls on the Tacoma side of 
Pearl, from the Antique Sandwich Shop on 51st and Pearl going north beyond 52nd and Pearl, which will 
be a permanent change.  Mr. Atkinson’s main concern was that the City of Tacoma had not 
communicated with Ruston-Point Defiance Business District.  The business district will be working to 
stop this from happening.  Mr. Atkinson noted the business district was healthy and was generating new 
business. 
 
CLAIMS/PAYROLL – Councilmember Hunt moved to approve Payroll, with a second from 
Councilmember Hardin, passed 4-0. 

 
 
MAYOR’S TIME – Sent to Councilmembers City of Ruston Police Sergeant Rod Baker’s write up 
regarding police equipment upgrade.  Sergeant Baker researched the need for newer vehicles to replace 
what the City currently has and recommended the Ruston Police department go with Chargers, which are 
dependable, safe and have cost advantages.  Mayor Hopkins brought this before Council for consideration 
requesting to purchase outright rather than financing the vehicles.  Mayor Hopkins made note the need to 
support both the Police and Fire departments and he continued to promote public safety. Council also 
promoted public safety and was supportive of the Ruston Police and Ruston Fire Departments.  Council 
was in favor of being proactive and purchasing the Charges outright.  Councilmember Hardin questioned 
the current concerns surrounding the Ford Interceptors and their exhaust issues.  Chief Estes noted the 
City’s two Interceptors do not have the issues, however, Chief Estes will purchase carbon monoxide 
detectors to place in each car to be safe.  Mayor Hopkins presented that the Ruston Fire Department had 
concerns regarding medical aid access into the Point Ruston garage.   
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On behalf of Chief Torbet, Mayor Hopkins presented the Ruston Fire Department’s need to purchase a 
pickup truck and equip it with medical equipment to better provide aid services inside the garage.  Mayor 
Hopkins reminded Council that he will be out of town for the October 3, 2017 and October 17, 2017 
Council meetings. 
 
COUNCIL TIME – 
 
Councilmember Hedrick – Was excused. 
Councilmember Hunt –  Inquired on the status of the Point Ruston parking garage.  Mayor Hopkins 
responded that Point Ruston has a temporary Certificate of Occupancy not a Certificate of Occupancy due 
to outstanding issues.  The City continues to work with Point Ruston for compliance. 
Councilmember Hardin – Shared his discussion with Ruston Fire Chief Don Torbet who 
adjusted the Fire Department budget to support the purchase of the pickup truck and necessary 
equipment.  Councilmember Hardin thanked both the Ruston Police and Ruston Fire Departments 
for all their hard and dedicated work and know how stretched both departments were. 
Councilmember Kristovich – Nothing at this time. 
Councilmember Syler – Asked what other public garages were doing in getting medical aid 
inside a garage and how secure is it to keep a vehicle inside the garage free from vandalism?  
Assistant Chief Bruce Allen responded to both inquires.  Proctor Fire Department uses a pickup 
truck and the Ruston Fire Department would work with Point Ruston to identify a secure location. 
 
MEETING AJOURNED -  
At 7:37PM Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, 
passed 4-0. 
 
 

 
 
____________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Hopkins 

 
 
ATTEST:     ____________________________ 

Judy Grams 
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