
 
CITY OF RUSTON 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, October 17, 2017 

 
 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At 7:00PM City Clerk Grams called the Regular Council Meeting to order.  Councilmembers present 
were: Jim Hedrick, Jane Hunt, Lyle Hardin and Lynn Syler.  Mayor Hopkins and Councilmember 
Kristovich were excused.  Councilmember Hunt moved to elect Councilmember Hedrick as Mayor Pro 
Tem, with a second by Councilmember Hardin, passed 4-0.  Following the flag salute, Councilmember 
Hunt moved to approve the agenda, with a second from Councilmember Hardin passed 4-0.   
 
MINUTES 
Councilmember Hunt moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council meeting of October 3, 2017, 
with a second from Councilmember Hardin, passed 4-0. 
 
STAFF REPORT – 
Ruston Police – Chief Estes was excused. 
Ruston Fire – Chief Torbet – See attached. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS – No Public Comments at this time. 
 
BUSINESS – 
  
Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney Mark Lindquist – Presentation – Prosecuting Attorney Lindquist 
is committed in keeping the community safe and strong.  Pierce County Prosecutor’s office is working on 
three initiatives: The Pierce County Elder Abuse Unit is a leader in the state for both the prosecuting and 
prevention of elder abuse.  They are committed to protecting elders and other vulnerable victims. The High 
Priority Offender team is vigorously prosecuting the small percentage of the criminals who are committing 
a large percentage of the crimes.  They are using data and technology to identify and target the worst 
offenders.  The Gang Unit has proactively charged and prosecuted scores of the most violent gang 
members for crimes ranging from murder to drug offenses.  The effect has been a nearly 50 percent drop in 
gang-related referrals from law enforcement and increased community safety.  
  
Ruston-Point Defiance Business District – John Trueman provided an update on behalf of Joe Atkinson, 
President.  Mr. Trueman distributed handouts related to the Point Defiance Park roundabout and bike lanes 
on the Tacoma side of Pearl Street.  City of Tacoma received a state level grant to place bike lanes on the 
Tacoma side of Pearl Street from 46th Street up to 51st Street and Ruston-Point Defiance Business District 
is concerned about parking on the Tacoma side. The business district has written letters to the City of 
Tacoma about their concern for the significant loss of parking that bike lanes will bring. Councilmember 
Hedrick asked if Tacoma understood this was a Washington State Highway and wanted to know if 
WSDOT was aware.  Councilmember Hedrick would speak to Ruston City Planner, Rob White and Mayor 
Hopkins about this. 
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CLAIMS/PAYROLL – Councilmember Hunt moved to approve Payroll, with a second from 
Councilmember Hardin, passed 4-0. 

 
 
MAYOR’S TIME – Was excused. 
 
COUNCIL TIME – 
 
Councilmember Hedrick – Nothing at this time. 
Councilmember Hunt –  Anthony Diloreto, longtime Ruston resident, presented a cabinet that he made 
in workshop at the old Ruston School sixty years ago when Mr. Larsen was the Principal.  This cabinet was 
placed in Council Chambers and will hold Council Meeting agendas. 
Councilmember Hardin – Nothing at this time. 
Councilmember Kristovich – Was excused. 
Councilmember Syler – Nothing at this time. 
 
MEETING AJOURNED -  
At 7:39PM Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, 
passed 4-0. 
 
 

 
 
____________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Hopkins 

 
 
ATTEST:     ____________________________ 

Judy Grams 
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