
 
CITY OF RUSTON 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
Tuesday, November 21, 2017 

 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At 7:06PM Mayor Hopkins called the Regular Council Meeting to order.  Councilmembers present were: 
Jim Hedrick, Jane Hunt, Lyle Hardin, Deb Kristovich and Lynn Syler. Following the flag salute, Mayor 
Hopkins called for approval of the agenda. Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the agenda, with a 
second from Councilmember Hunt passed 5-0.   
 
MINUTES 
Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council meeting of November 7, 
2017, with a second from Councilmember Hunt.  Councilmember Hunt moved to amend the minutes of 
November 7, 2017, amending Open Discussion Between Council and Public by adding: Doug Hammond, 
resident at the Commencement in Ruston and Mayor Hopkins explained that annexation could be placed 
on the next voting ballot if a petition was drafted and signed by twenty percent of the people that voted in 
the past November 7, 2017 election.  The Minutes of November 7, 2017 as amended, passed 5-0. 
 
STAFF REPORT – 
Ruston Police – Sergeant Baker – See attached. 
Ruston Fire – Chief Torbet – See attached. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS – 
Beth Torbet – Sad to hear that annexation is back out there.  Ms. Torbet will prepare “No Annexation” 
signs and have them available at Don’s Market. 
 
BUSINESS – 
Pierce Transit Update Presentation – Nancy Henderson, Steilacoom Councilmember – See attached.  
Ms. Henderson has served as a Councilmember with Town of Steilacoom for 6 years and is on the board 
with Pierce County Transit.  Ms. Henderson introduced Alexandra Mather, Pierce County Transit 
Government and Community Relations officer. 
 
Ruston-Point Defiance Business District -  Joe Atkinson, President, presented an overview of initiatives 
that included the Business District 2018 budget and working with Totem Yacht Club on grant 
opportunities.  Mr. Atkinson welcomed Westgate Barber as the newest business in Ruston and continued to 
work with Kurtis Kingsolver, City of Tacoma, regarding the elimination of parking on N. Pearl Street. 
 
ORD 1498 – Property Tax Levy (2nd reading) – As part of the budget process, Ruston will consider a 
budget and the revenue sources for City operations and capital expenses.  As part of that process, the City 
is required to hold a public hearing on this topic.  The public hearing and the budget and revenue sources 
is currently scheduled to coincide with Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1498 on November 21, 2017.  
Ruston is required to adopt its property tax levy in November of each year by ordinance and transmit a 
certified copy of the ordinance to Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer and to the Pierce County Council no 
later than November 30th.   
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A Levy Certification must also be transmitted with the Ordinance.  Adoption of this Ordinance should be 
scheduled on the agenda for after the public hearing on the budget and revenue during the meeting on 
November 21, 2017.  This levy ordinance increases the property taxes levied by Ruston by the maximum 
amount allowed by law (one percent plus new construction, etc.). The total estimated 2018 levy amount is 
$469,948.54, which includes additional property tax estimated from new construction ($14,250.99 based 
on a new construction value of $6,396,264) and the estimated additional revenue from the increase in 
administrative refunds ($13.46). In 2017, the City collected $451,185.70.  Councilmember Hedrick 
moved to approve Ordinance 1498, with a second from Councilmember Hunt, passed 5-0. 
 
ORD 1499 – City Budget FY2018 (1st reading) - In accordance with State law, the Mayor of the City of 
Ruston completed and placed on file with the City Clerk-Treasurer a proposed budget and estimate of the 
amount of monies required to meet the public expenses, interest, reserve funds, and expense of 
government of the city of Ruston for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2018.  The Council is required 
to adopt its budget ordinance prior to January 1, 2018. 
 
The City Council Budget consideration schedule for Fiscal Year 2018 is as follows: 
 

Mayor’s Budget Message to Council:  November 21, 2017 
Council discussion of revenue sources:  November 7, 2017 
Public Hearing on Proposed Budget:  December 5, 2017 
Public Hearing on Revenue Sources:  November 7, 2017 
Budget Discussion #1:    November 7, 2017 
Budget Discussion #2:    November 21, 2017 
Budget Discussion #3:    December 5, 2017 
Budget Discussion #4:    December 19, 2017 
Adoption of Tax Levy:    November 21, 2017 
Adoption of Final Annual Budget for 2018: December 19, 2017 
 

 
Prior to budget adoption, the City Clerk will have fully complied with state law by publishing notice of the 
availability of the budget for public review and publishing notice of the required. public hearings on the 
City’s proposed tax levy (November 7th) and budget (scheduled for December 5th).  The totals of estimated 
revenues and appropriations for each separate fund and the aggregate totals for all such funds combined are 
set forth below: 
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Fund Name Resources Uses 

Fund 001 – General Fund  $1,308,891  $1,308,891 

Fund 005 – Surplus Real Estate  $2,304,432  $2,304,432 

Fund 101 – City Street Fund  $152,900   $152,900  

Fund 102 – Equipment Reserve  $1,000  $1,000 

Fund 105 – Street Reserve  $108,000  $108,000 

Fund 110 – Winnifred Street  $1,000 $1,000 

Fund 301 – Capital Construction  $286,400   $286,400  

Fund 401 -  Electric Utility  $635,500 $635,500 

Fund 402 – Electric Utility Reserve  $227,060  $227,060 

Fund 403 – Sewer Utility  $1,304,700  $1,304,700 

Fund 404 – Sewer Reserve  $360,500  $360,500 

Fund 405 – Garbage Utility  $318,000  $318,000 

Fund 406 – Garbage Utility Reserve  $66,650  $66,650 

Fund 407 – Storm Sewer Utility  $237,600  $237,600 

Fund 410 – Sewer Capital Projects $255,000 $255,000 

Fund 622 – WR Rust Playfield  $33,500 $33,500 

Fund 623 – Electric Meter Deposits  $106,000  $106,000 

Fund 624 – School Building  $299,000 $299,000 

Total  $8,006,133   $8,006,133 
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Please Note: These budget numbers may change before the budget is finalized and ready for action. Any 
changes will be called out in the Agenda Memo for Second Reading.  Approval of this Ordinance adopts 
the 2018 Budget and establishes the appropriations necessary to authorize expenditures for each of the 
City's funds as detailed in Ordinance #1499. 
 
ORD 1500 – Update Public Works Standards Ch.12.09 RMC (2nd reading) – The City first adopted 
public works standards in August 2013 by enacting Ordinance 1416. Since that time, some of the adopted 
standards have been updated. The standards that have been updated since 2013 are: 
 

1. The Standard Specifications and Standard Plans for Road, Bridge and Municipal Construction, 
promulgated by the Washington State Department of Transportation (2016 version is the latest); 

2. Tacoma Stormwater Management Manual (July 2016 is most recent version); and 
3. Tacoma Street Utility Standards (Partial Update in 2016). 

 
Since Ruston is surrounded on three sides by Tacoma, it makes sense for Ruston to have the same or 
similar standards as Tacoma.  Under state law, the City is permitted to adopt the codes and standards of 
other government agencies by reference, including those adopted or published by the State and by other 
cities.  The City Planner and City Engineer both have reviewed all the public works standards proposed 
for adoption by the City of Ruston and support adoption.  Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve 
Ordinance 1500, with a second from Councilmember Hunt, passed 5-0. 
 
RES 665 – Public Records Act Rules Update - The State Legislature adopted revisions to the Public 
Records Act to establish charges that city’s may impose for producing electronic records. In order to 
utilize these established fees the City must have a rule or regulation declaring the reasons that calculating 
actual costs of providing electronic records would be unduly burdensome. In Ruston’s case it would be 
unduly burdensome for the City to calculate the actual costs of producing electronic records due to its 
small staff and limited number of requests that come in to the City each year, these factors combined with 
the City’s small budget makes such analysis unfeasible. This finding is incorporated into Resolution No. 
665. The most significant change to the Public Records Rules is in Rule 15(2), under electronic records, 
which provides cost recovery as allowed by the new statutory changes. Rule 15(2) now provides: 
 

Costs for electronic records.  Unless actual costs differ, the cost for providing electronic 
copies of records shall be as follows: 

• $0.10 per page scanned into electronic format,  

• $0.05 for up to 4 files or attachments when provided by electronic delivery,  

• $0.10 per gigabyte of electronic records transmission,  

• Actual costs of storage media, contain, envelope, and/or delivery charge (i.e USB 
drive cost plus envelope and postage), 

• The above charges can be combined if more than one type of charge applies. 
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There shall be no cost for records that are routinely posted on the City’s website. In 
addition, the City may, at its option, charge an alternative flat fee in the amount of $2.00 
for a request for electronic records, provided that a reasonable estimate is first provided 
to the requesting party that demonstrates that the City’s cost are equal to or greater than 
$2.00. 

By adopting the updated Rules, the City can implement charges for electronic public records requests. 
Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Resolution 665, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, 
passed 5-0. 
 
RES 667- Appointing Municipal Court Judge - The City of Ruston has a Municipal Court which has 
historically operated approximately eighteen (18) court days per year.  The number of necessary court 
days is on the rise and the current judge, The Honorable Sandra Allen, is recommending this be increased 
to twenty-four (24) days per year. Judge Allen has served as the Ruston Municipal Judge for many years 
and the Mayor seeks Council consultation as to the terms of his re-appointment of Ms. Allen for a new 
four-year term commencing on January 1, 2018 and expiring on December 31, 2021.  Chapter 3.50 RCW 
and Chapter 1.03 RMC govern the operations of the Ruston Municipal Court.  Under both state and 
Ruston law, the Mayor has the authority to appoint the Municipal Court Judge and the City Council has 
the authority on whether or not to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  RMC 1.03.020; RCW 3.50.040. 
Such appointment is required to be made by December 1st of the year prior to the start of the new term. 
RCW 3.50.040.  Ms. Allen has requested the terms outlined below in the “requested terms” column:  
 

Issue Prior Terms Requested Terms Difference 
 
Court Days per year  

 
18 

 

 
24 

 
6 days per year 
 
25% increase 
 

 
Monthly work load 

 
12 hours 

 
16 hours 

 
4 hours per month 
 
25% increase 
 

 
Compensation 

 
$15,000 per year  
 
 
$1,250 per month 
 
$104.17 per hour 

 
$27,000 per year 
 
 
$2,250 per month 
 
$140.62 per hour  

 
$12,000/year increase 
(44% increase) 
 
$1,000/mo increase 
 
$36.46/hour increase  
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In accordance with past practice, the City and the Judge will enter into a simple agreement for these 
services. The current proposed appointment agreement tracks closely with the most recent agreement 
which was adopted in 2013, however, the financial terms are blank as the Mayor would like Council to 
discuss the request in light of the budget process that is currently underway. The compensation for the 
Municipal Court Judge needs to be determined on an annual basis based on 16 hours per month. This 
position does not receive City benefits.  Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Resolution 667, with 
a second from Councilmember Hardin, passed 5-0. 
 
CLAIMS/PAYROLL – Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Payroll, with a second from 
Councilmember Hunt, passed 5-0. 
 
MAYOR’S TIME – Nothing at this time. 
 
COUNCIL TIME – 
Councilmember Hedrick – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Hunt – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Hardin – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Kristovich – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Syler – Nothing at this time. 
 
 
MEETING AJOURNED -  
At 8:29PM Councilmember Hedrick moved to adjourn, with a second from Councilmember Hunt, passed 
5-0. 

 
 
 
____________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Hopkins 

 
 
ATTEST:     ____________________________ 

Judy Grams 
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