
 
CITY OF RUSTON 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At 7:02PM Mayor Hopkins called the Regular Council Meeting to order.  Councilmembers 
present were: Lyle Hardin, Deb Kristovich, Lynn Syler and Bradley Huson. Councilmember 
Hedrick was excused.  Following the flag salute, Mayor Hopkins called for approval of the 
agenda. Councilmember Hardin moved to approve the agenda, with a second from 
Councilmember Kristovich, passed 4-0.  
 
MINUTES 
Councilmember Hardin moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council meeting of 
December 18, 2018.  Councilmember Huson moved to amend page 5, line 12, to replace the date 
from January 8th to January 2nd .  As amended, with a second from Councilmember Kristovich, 
passed 4-0.  
 
STAFF REPORT – Nothing at this time. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS –  
Jennifer Jensen – Short Term Rental - see attached. 
 
BUSINESS – 
Resolution 697 – Approval of Listing Agreement with Neil Walter Company – The City 
Council authority to lease real property. The City has leased portions of the Ruston School to 
various entities.  There is additional vacant space in the Ruston School that could be leased for 
office space.  The City has used the commercial brokerage firm Neil Walter Company in the past 
for listing work.  A copy of the standard listing agreement is attached to Resolution #697.  The 
Agreement is effective January 1, 2019 and runs through December 31, 2019.  Any leased 
executed during the list agreement will entitle the Firm to a five percent commission, which is 
standard in the industry.  The only revision to the standard Agreement requested by the City is to 
exclude any existing tenants who renew in existing spaces. If the City renews a lease with an 
existing tenant, the Firm would not be entitled to a commission. If the City expands the space 
taken by an existing tenant, then the Company would be entitled to a commission for the 
expanded space lease. The listing is based on a rate of $15/gross square foot per month and will 
require the City to pay a five percent commission for any executed leases.  Councilmember 
Hardin moved to amend Resolution 697 and change Exhibit 1 - Exclusive Lease Listing 
Agreement, item 2, from $15 gross per sq ft to $15 NNN (Triple Net).  As amended, with a 
second from Councilmember Kristovich, passed 4-0. 
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CLAIMS AND PAYROLL – Councilmember Hardin moved to approve Claims and Payroll, with a 
second from Councilmember Kristovich, passed 4-0. 
 
MAYOR’S TIME – Mayor Hopkins addressed the Short-Term Rental Survey which was placed on the 
City of Ruston website for community feedback.  It is the first time the City has launched a survey. This 
survey will be a month long, will be recorded and will track submissions.  There are many sides to this 
issue and it is important that all voices are heard from both sides. The City will continue to look at ways 
to effectively reach out to the community via the newsletter or by email.  Email communication requires a 
link to opt out or unsubscribe, so the City will investigate this requirement.  Mayor Hopkins will attend 
the State Legislature to attend a Senate Local Government Work Session on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 
8AM, to present an update on the Point Ruston Project.  At this time the City of Tacoma has issued one 
permit.  Mayor Hopkins requested the EPA to join this meeting.  The developer will not be attending this 
session.  The new City of Ruston website will be launched the week of January 7, 2019. 
 
COUNCIL TIME – 
Councilmember Hedrick – Was excused. 
 
Councilmember Hardin – Councilmember Hedrick was not in attendance as he traveled to the 
Rose Bowl to cheer on the Husky’s.  
 
Councilmember Kristovich – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Syler – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Huson – Nothing at this time. 
 
MEETING AJOURNED -  
At 7:22PM Councilmember Hardin moved to adjourn, with a second from Councilmember Kristovich, 
passed 4-0. 
 

 
____________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Hopkins 

 
ATTEST:     ____________________________ 

Judy Grams 
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