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   Business of the City Council 
 City of Ruston, WA 

 
 

 

 
Subject:    Resolution #705 – Authorizing 
  Lease Agreement with  
  Thomasi Boselawa d/b/a 
  Tiare Floral Design for Space in  
  Ruston School Building 
   
 
 
 
 
Proposed Council Action:   
 
Adopt Resolution #705. 
 
 
 

 
INFORMATION / BACKGROUND 
 
The City Council authority to lease real property.1  The City has leased portions of the Ruston 
School to various entities, including GreenScapes, Inc. and Point Ruston, LLC. There remains 
vacant space in the building. The City entered into a listing agreement with Neil Walter Company 
(Resolution No. 697) to market the space. The broker brought Thomasi Boselawa who operates 
a floral design business known as Tiare Floral Design to the City to lease a portion of the space. 
That lease is attached to Resolution No. 705. 
 
This new lease encompasses 6.7% of the building (1,048 square feet) and includes a small 
space on the ground floor (340 square feet) and former teachers’ lounge on the third floor (708 
square feet). The City Attorney’s office prepared the proposed lease, which includes the City’s 
standard insurance and indemnity provisions to protect the City.   
 
The lease base rent amount is $15/square foot per year, triple net with an escalation each year 
in the amount of three percent for year 2 of the lease. There is one option to extend for another 
2-year term with the 3 percent escalation in base rent each year during the extension. The first 
month’s rent has been fully abated, however, the tenant will still pay any common area 
maintenance charges for that month. The monthly base rent is as follows: 
  
 Lease Year    Monthly Base Rent 
 Year 1 (except first month)  $1,310.00 
 Year 2     $1,349.30 
 Year 3     $1,389.78 
 Year 4     $1,431.47 

 
1 RCW 35.27.010. 
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In addition to the monthly rent, Mr. Boselawa will pay for his proportional share (6.7%) of the 
costs of the building called “common area maintenance” or “CAM” and his proportionate share 
of the common utilities. Currently this is estimated to be $286.09 per month. The Tenant will also 
pay leasehold excise tax, estimated at $168.21 per month. 
 
The proposed Lease is attached to Resolution #705 and has been signed by Thomasi Boselawa 
and “approved as to form” by the City Attorney’s Office.  
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
 
If the Council approves the lease, it will generate base rent of $1,310.00 per month to the City 
for months 2-12 and $1,349.30 for months 13-24, plus an additional amount of the proportional 
building costs, currently estimated at $286.09 per month. If the 2-year extension is exercised, 
the base rental amount would be as shown above on this agenda bill. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / MOTION 
 
Approve Resolution #705. 
 
MOTION:  I move to approve Resolution #705 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Lease 

Agreement with Thomasi Boselawa substantially in the form attached to the 
Resolution. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  705 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF RUSTON, WASHINGTON, AUTHORIZING 
THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 24-MONTH LEASE 
AGREEMENT WITH THOMASI BOSELAWA D/B/A 
TIARE FLORAL DESIGN FOR SPACE IN THE 
RUSTON SCHOOL BUILDING. 

 
 

WHEREAS, RCW 35.27.010 provides that the City Council authority to lease real 

property; and 

WHEREAS, the City has leased portions of the Ruston School to various entities in the 

past; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it in the public interest to authorize the Mayor to 

execute the new proposed Lease Agreement with Thomasi Boselawa doing business as Tiare Floral 

Design for space in the Ruston School Building for a 24-month period with one 24-month 

extension which Agreement is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit “1”; NOW, THEREFORE,  

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSTON, WASHINGTON, DOES 

HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  Agreement Authorized. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the Lease 

Agreement between the City of Ruston and Thomasi Boselawa for use of space at the Ruston 

School building located at 5219 N. Shirley Street, Ruston, Washington as described in the Lease 

Agreement and attachments which are attached hereto as Exhibit “1”.   

 
RESOLVED this 17th day of September, 2019. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
      
             
      Bruce Hopkins, Mayor 
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ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
       
Judy Grams, City Clerk 
 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:     
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:    
RESOLUTION NO.:   705    
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EXHIBIT “1” 

Lease Agreement between 

Thomasi Boselawa 

and 

City of Ruston 
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