CITY OF RUSTON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, October 15, 2019

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

At 7:00PM Mayor Hopkins called the regular Council Meeting to order. Councilmembers
present were Councilmember Hedrick, Councilmember Hardin and Councilmember Huson.
Councilmember Kristovich and Councilmember Syler were excused. Following the flag salute,
Mayor Hopkins called for approval of the agenda. Councilmember Hedrick moved approve the
agenda, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, passed 3-0.

MINUTES
Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council meeting of
October 1, 2019, with a second from Councilmember Hardin, passed 3-0.

STAFF REPORT -
Ruston Police Chief Bautista — See attached.
Ruston Fire Chief Allen — See attached.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS — Nothing at this time.

BUSINESS -

Ruston-Point Defiance Business District — Carole Velez — Provided an overview on the second
annual North Pearl Wine Walk held Saturday, October 19, 2019 from 2PM-6PM. The Business
District sold 225 presale tickets and another 75 tickets the day of the event. Fifteen merchants
participated which made for a very successful and fun Wine Walk.

ORD 1522 — Electric Rate Increases (1% reading) - The City of Ruston is entitled to operate its
own electrical utility to sell power to its residents and to set the rates for such electrical utility.
The City is experiencing higher costs to operate the electric utility necessitating a rate increase.
The City of Ruston last increased rates in 2017. The rates at that time were set at $0.092 per
Kilowatt hour, starting on April 1, 2018.

These rate increases are proposed to take place on December 1, 2019 is an increase from $0.092
per Kilowatt hour to $0.096 per Kilowatt hour. On December 1, 2020 that rate would increase
again to $0.098 per KWh. Additionally, under Ordinance #1522 an increase in the low-income
senior rate would also occur. Currently, the rate of $0.0662 per Kilowatt hour is charged. Under
the new rates, $0.069 per Kilowatt hour would be charged starting on December 1, 2019 and
$0.0704 starting on December 1, 2020.

Customer Class Current KWh Effective Dec. 1, 2019 Effective Dec. 1, 2020
Regular Rates $0.092 $0.096 $0.098
Low Income/Disabled | $0.066 $0.069 $0.0704
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CITY OF RUSTON
Regular Council Minutes
October 15, 2019

Both regular and low-income customers will have a 4% increase in the KWh charges in 2019 and
a 2% increase in 2020. In addition, the minimum charge for both regular and low-income
customers would increase by $2.50 per month in 2019 and another $2.50 per month in 2020.
These fees help pay for infrastructure and to replenish depleted reserves.

Customer Class Current Minimum Charge | Effective Dec. 1, 2019 Effective Dec. |, 2020
Regular Rates $16.50 $19.00 $21.50
Low Income/Disabled | $12.50 $15.00 $17.50

This increase will ensure that the City recovers the increased cost of purchasing electrical power
from Tacoma Power as well as recovering the costs of operating this utility system. The new
rates will help ensure that the City’s electrical utility will continue to be fiscally sound and have
the resources needed to replace and refurbish the capital infrastructure and maintain high quality
operations.

PAYROLL — Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Claims and Payroll, with a second
from Councilmember Hardin, passed 3-0

MAYOR’S TIME — Nothing at this time.
COUNCIL TIME —
Councilmember Hedrick - Nothing at this time.

Councilmember Hardin — Will be attending the annual AWC-RMSC meeting in Chelan the
weekend of October 19, 2019 and will present a report at the Council Meeting of November 3,
2019.

Councilmember Kristovich — Was excused.

Councilmember Syler — Was excused.

Councilmember Huson — Nothing at this time

MEETING AJOURNED -
At 7:23PM Councilmember Hedrick moved to adjourn, with a s om Councilmember Hardin,
passed 3-0. Q ,

Mayor BruCe %kins
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Judy Grams
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City of
Ruston
WASHINGTON
Chief’s Report
Ruston Police Department
Tuesday, October 15, 2019

During the month of September 2019, the Police Department logged 125 incidents into

the South Sound 911 dispatch system; this is nearly the same amount as the previous
month.

ENFORCEMENT NOTE: The Ruston Police Department has not been called to a
residential theft or burglary since July 24,

Budget

Our 2020 budget has been submitted and you will find increases in some fields. The
most notable increase will be in the "Dispatch Services” budget, which was caused by a
15% increase in allocation cost from South Sound 911,

Prepared by Nestor Bautista



Ruston Fire Department Monthly Review for September 2019
Tuesday, October 15, 2019

Presented by Interim Chief Bruce Allen

Total Incidents: 8 (O Fire/ Service, 8 Medical Aid)

Total Volunteer Hours: Total 6320 Hours September 1032 Hours
Membership Roster 24 (out of 25): (20 FF, 4 Officers)

Recent Membership Changes: One left, four added

State of the Business:

Ruston Fire Department | 5117 North Winnifred | Ruston, WA 98407

& We have 5 members at the Browns Point Academy and 3 attending EMT school
® We welcomed 4 new members, Alexander Mungia, Hannah Nelson, Tyler Grover, and Steven

Sonnenfeld .

® We are hoping to get E-33 back in service by the end this month, all the parts are in and they are

working on it.
o All fire tools are fully operational

¢ We so many people interested in becoming firefighters for our community now, we have started

a hiring list of potential applicants.

e We are in the process of putting together a CPR class for November 16™ at 10 am City Hal)

Ruston Fire Department’s Master Business Objectives for August 2019

OBIJECTIVE START DATE | TARGET COMPLETION | COMPLETE ACTION OWNERS
%
Recruitment 8/2019 ongoing 24 of 25 B. Allen
CPR Training 8/2019 ongoing 100% S.ANDERSON
Fire Training 8/2019 ongoing 100% C. Wilder




