
 

May 31, 2019 

 

Peter Huffman 

Planning and Development Services Department 

City of Tacoma 

747 Market Street, Suite 345  

Tacoma, WA 98402 

 

RE:  Application – Addendum to the Point Ruston Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 

(“FSEIS”) 

 Pre-Application Meeting No. PRE19-0072 

Original Approval No. SEP2007-40000090529 / Prior Addendum No. SEP2015-40000239477 

 

 

Dear Peter: 

 

An Addendum (the “Addendum”) to the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to the Asarco 

Smelter Site Master Development Plan Final EIS (the “FSEIS”) is hereby provided by Point Ruston LLC (“Point 

Ruston”) to the City of Tacoma in follow up to Point Ruston’s letter of January 28, 2019.1  The City of Tacoma is 

the lead agency under SEPA for the Point Ruston project, as described in the FSEIS (the “Project”), and thus for 

this Addendum.  This Addendum is provided in the form of the attached SEPA Checklist, and provides additional 

information and analysis of the Project, particularly related to transportation mitigation.  Furthermore, the 

Addendum is being provided in the form of the City’s SEPA Checklist as evidence that while the underlying Project 

has changed since issuance of the FSEIS in 2008, such changes do not substantially change the analysis of 

significant impacts and alternatives arising under the FSEIS related to the Project. 

 

The Addendum incorporates recommendations from the City of Tacoma, gathered during multiple preliminary  

application meetings and approved scoping documents.  Particularly, the transportation section of the Addendum 

incorporates updated transportation information based on the best traffic engineering available, which has been 

accepted by the City.2  The Addendum re-assesses the Project’s potential transportation impacts given current 

traffic conditions and other applicable factors.  Review of estimated traffic generation and background traffic 

conditions related to the Project indicate that no new adverse environmental impacts are anticipated, and that 

some impacts previously projected under the FSEIS are now not anticipated to occur.  Accordingly, the 

recommendations of the Transportation Technical Report, prepared by Heffron Transportation, Inc. and 

forthcoming under separate cover, the current FSEIS transportation mitigation improvement schedule should be 

revised with the elimination of arbitrary trip threshold triggers and replaced with a monitoring program for the 

remainder of the Project’s development.  This action would avoid the adverse consequences of requiring the 

completion of work that (i) is not needed to mitigate impacts; (ii) does not provide a public benefit and potentially 

causes harm to the public; (iii) may include improvements no longer desired by the City, and/or; (iv) does not 

support the “Envision Our Waterfront”, a vision for the Tacoma waterfront and action plan for Ruston Way, 

prepared by Metro Parks Tacoma and City of Tacoma within the Ruston Way transportation sub-area.  As an 

outcome to this Addendum process Point Ruston desires to cooperate with the other sub-area stakeholders (City 

of Tacoma, Metro Parks Tacoma, City of Ruston, Washington State Department of Transportation, Pierce Transit, 

etc.) towards implementing a shared vision for the Ruston Way transportation sub-area while the transportation 

mitigation monitoring program is ongoing.  

                                                           
1 January 28, 2019, letter to Peter Huffman regarding Planned Submittal of an Addendum to Point Ruston FSEIS 
2 November 20, 2018, emailed acceptance from Brennan Kidd, City of Tacoma Transportation Engineer, of the Point Ruston Technical 

Memorandum regarding 2017 Trip Generation Counts with Refined & Calibrated Model, dated November 20, 2018. 


























































