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       Business of the City Council 
      City of Ruston, WA 
 

 
 

 
Subject:    Resolution #711 – Awarding 
  Solid Waste Services Contract 
  To Murrey’s Disposal Co., Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Council Action:   
 
Pass Resolution #711. 
 
 

 
INFORMATION / BACKGROUND 
 
For many years, the City of Ruston has had its own solid waste utility for hauling garbage, 
recycling and yard waste for the residents and businesses in Ruston. Over the past several 
years, operational costs have increased, and the long-term sustainability of the services is at 
risk. Therefore, the City decided to issue an RFP to contract out these services. The City issued 
a Request for Proposals (RFP) earlier this year for solid waste services and Murrey’s Disposal 
Company, Inc. responded to the RFP and has offered to provide these services in a manner that 
will provide good services to the customers in Ruston at fair rates. This also brings all Ruston 
customers into the same system. We have had Tacoma serving some commercial customers 
due to the lack of Ruston having the proper equipment for providing this service. 
  
Rates. The rates for 2020-2021 under this agreement are as follows:  
 

Residential Rates: 
 
Garbage Cart Service:      Per Month 
20 Gallon Cart       $ 29.69 
35 Gallon Cart       $ 34.45 
65 Gallon Cart       $ 44.84 
95 Gallon Cart       $ 57.90 
50' Maximum Walk-in / Drive-in Fee (per cart)   $ 18.97 
 
Recycling Cart Service: 
2nd Recycling Cart (65 gallon)     $ 7.29 
Occasional Extra Unit      $ 5.57 

Dept. Origin: Special Projects Manager 
 
Prepared by:  Jennifer Robertson 

City Attorney’s Office 
 
For Agenda of: June 16, 2020 
 
Exhibits:  Resolution #711 & Solid 

Waste Services Agreement 
  
                                                           Initial & Date 
Concurred by Mayor:           
Approved/form by City Atty:     JSR /6-3-20  
Approved by City Engineer:           
Approved by Department Head:       
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Yard Waste Cart Service: 
65 Gallon Cart (Yard Waste)     $ 17.34 
2nd Yard Waste Cart (65 gallons)    $ 17.34 
Occasional extra per unit      $ 17.34 
 

Commercial Container Services Rates: 
 
Garbage Container Service:     Per Month 
35 Gallon Cart Once per Week     $ 29.28 
65 Gallon Cart Once per Week     $ 36.51 
95 Gallon Cart Once per Week     $ 53.40 
1 Yard Once per Week      $ 161.48 
1 Yard Twice per Week      $ 322.96 
1-1/2 Yard Once per Week     $ 224.60 
1-1/2 Yard Twice per Week     $ 449.20 
2 Yard Once per Week      $ 271.32 
2 Yard Twice per Week      $ 542.64 
2 Yard Three Times per Week     $ 813.96 
4 Yard Once per Week      $ 473.10 
4 Yard Twice per Week      $ 946.20 
4 Yard Three Times per Week     $ 1,419.30 
6 Yard Once per Week      $ 669.29 
6 Yard Twice per Week      $ 1,338.58 
6 Yard Three Times per Week     $ 2,007.87 
6 Yard five times per Week     $ 3,346.45 
 
Commercial Compactor Service (customer owned containers): 
1 Yard compactor Once per Week    $ 8 93.16 
2 Yard compactor Once per Week    $ 1,147.02 
2 Yard compactor Twice per Week    $ 2,294.04 
2 Yard compactor Three Times per Week   $ 3,441.06 
3 Yard compactor Once per Week    $1,400.88 
3 Yard compactor Twice per Week    $2,801.76 
4 Yard compactor Once per Week    $ 1,654.74 
Connect/reconnect fee      $ 67.00 
 
For the complete rate information, please review Exhibit B to the Agreement.  
 
The rates proposed are well within the market rates for solid waste hauling in Pierce County. We 
have had some inquiries about the cost of commercial compacter service. This was a service 
that the City could not provide, so the City provided Tacoma a license to perform these services 
in Ruston. Tacoma’s rates are well below market. For example, the Commercial Compactor 
Service in the Agreement for a 2 Yard Twice weekly pick up is $2,294.04 per month. In the City 
of Milton, that same service is $3,502.92 and in Puyallup the service costs $4,200.76. However, 
Tacoma currently charges approximately $1,383.33 for this service. So, while the customers 
who are being served by Tacoma will see a rate increase, the rates under the Agreement are at 
or below market rate for this service. When spread across the number of units in a residential 
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building, the rate per unit is also well below the average month rates for solid waste services for 
single family homes. 
 
This contract will cover the properties that use commercial compactor services as the City will 
be terminating Tacoma’s license to serve these properties effective July 31st.  
 
This matter was first presented to Council during the June 2nd Council meeting. Council asked 
questions and then deferred the matter to June 16th.  
 
Future Pending Work. The City will need to complete a major overhaul of its solid waste 
ordinances prior to the date Murrey’s will commence service in Ruston (August 1, 2020). These 
ordinances will come forward in June. In addition, Murrey’s will be purchasing the City’s trucks 
and the carts as part of implementing this contract. Those actions will come forward in July with 
the effective date being July 31st.  
 
A copy of the Agreement is attached.  
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
 
The City will collect its standard solid waste utility tax on the contract. In addition, Murrey’s will 
pay the City a 2.5 percent administrative fee to the City and will collect the City’s solid waste at 
no additional cost. In addition, Murrey’s will be purchasing Ruston’s current inventory of carts for 
$8,000 and will purchase Ruston’s two existing trucks for $30,000. These transfers will be 
effective July 31st.  
 
RECOMMENDATION / MOTION 
 
Pass Resolution No. 711. 
 
MOTION:  I move to approve Resolution #711 awarding the Solid Waste Services Agreement 

to Murrey’s Disposal Company, Inc. and authorizing the Mayor to execute the 
Agreement.  

 



1 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 711 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RUSTON, 
WASHINGTON, AWARDING A SOLID WASTE SERVICES 
FOR THE CITY OF RUSTON TO MURREY’S DISPOSAL 
COMPANY, INC. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT FOR SOLID WASTE 
SERVICES. 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ruston has historically had its own solid waste utility for hauling 

garbage, recycling and yard waste for the residents and businesses in Ruston; and  

WHEREAS, due to increasing costs, the City Council decided to contract out these 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the City issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) earlier this year for solid waste 

services; and 

WHEREAS, Murrey’s Disposal Company, Inc. responded to the RFP and has offered to 

provide these services in a manner that will provide good services to the customers in Ruston at 

fair rates; and  

WHEREAS, the City routinely enters into contracts for the public benefit and/or to deliver 

public services to its residents; and 

 WHEREAS, the City has been working toward transitioning to an outside contractor for 

solid waste services for more than two years and the transition date is scheduled for August 1, 

2020, thus entering into this Agreement now is necessary to the continued functioning and 

provision of services in Ruston; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ruston deems it in the best interest of the 

public health, safety and welfare to award this contract for services to Murrey’s Disposal 

Company, Inc. and to authorize the Mayor to execute the same; NOW, THEREFORE, 
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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSTON HEREBY RESOLVES AS 

FOLLOWS:  

Section 1. Findings. The City Council of the City of Ruston hereby enters the 

following legislative findings: 

A. The adoption of this Resolution authorizing this Agreement is deemed necessary at this 

time as the City has been working toward transitioning its solid waste services to an 

outside contractor for more than two years and the transition date is scheduled for 

August 1, 2020. Any delay in this authorization would delay the transition date; and 

B. Authorizing agreements for the public benefit and/or to deliver public services to its 

residents is part of the routine work of governing a city. 

Section 2. Award of Solid Waste Services Contract to Murrey’s Disposal Company, 

Inc. The City Council hereby awards the solid waste services contract for providing garbage, 

recycling, and yard waste services to the people and businesses in the City of Ruston to Murrey’s 

Disposal Company, Inc. such service to commence on August 1, 2020. 

Section 3.  Mayor’s Execution Authorized.  The Mayor is authorized to execute the 

contract with Murrey’s Disposal Company, Inc. in substantially in the form attached hereto as 

Exhibit “1. 

RESOLVED this ____ day of    , 2020. 
 
     APPROVED: 
 
      
            
      Bruce Hopkins, Mayor 

 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
       
Judy Grams, City Clerk 



3 
 

 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:     
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:    
RESOLUTION NO.:   711    
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Exhibit 1 

Contract between 

Murrey’s Disposal Company, Inc. 

And 

City of Ruston 

For Solid Waste Services in Ruston 
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