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     Business of the City Council
City of Ruston, WA

Subject:   Resolution #733 Appointing
City Hearing Examiner and
Authorizing Execution of 
Hearing Examiner Services
Agreement with Stephen R.
Shelton

Proposed Council Action:  

Pass Resolution #773.

INFORMATION / BACKGROUND

The City has created a Hearing Examiner position and adopted a chapter in the Ruston Municipal
Code establishing the Office of the Hearing Examiner.1  On February 17, 2015 the Council 
adopted Resolution No. 598 which confirmed Mayor Hopkins’ appointment of Stephen K. 
Causseaux, Jr. of the firm McCarthy & Causseaux, P.S. as the City’s Hearing Examiner. Mr. 
Causseaux has served as Ruston’s hearing examiner ever since. In August of this year, Mr. 
Causseaux informed the City that he would be retiring at the end of 2021 and suggested that 
the City hire Mr. Stephen R. Shelton as his replacement. In addition to serving as the Ruston 
Municipal Judge as well as Judge Pro Tem in the past, Mr. Shelton has served as the Pro Tem 
Examiner to Mr. Causseaux for multiple jurisdictions and is currently serving as the deputy 
hearing examiner for Pierce County. Mr. Shelton’s resume is attached to this agenda bill. 

Mayor Hopkins has determined that Mr. Shelton is qualified and should be appointed as the City 
of Ruston Hearing Examiner. The attached Resolution #773 appoints Mr. Shelton as the City 
Hearing Examiner and authorizes the Mayor to enter into an agreement for such services.  The 
agreement is attached to Resolution #773.

FISCAL CONSIDERATION
Authorizing the agreement makes the City responsible for payment of the fees and costs incurred 
in the providing of Hearing Examiner Services to the City.  Bills are to be submitted monthly and 
are due within 30 days unless disputed. The City Clerk will provide support to the Hearing 

1 See Chapter 1.20 RMC.
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Examiner, so there will be no additional administrative fees beyond the Hearing Examiner’s 
hourly rate. The hourly rate in this agreement is $150.00 per hour for the Hearing Examiner. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION / MOTION 
 
Pass Resolution #773.   
 
MOTION:  I move to approve Resolution #773 appointing Stephen R. Shelton as the Ruston 

Hearing Examiner and authorizing the Mayor to execute the Hearing Examiner 
Services Agreement with Mr. Shelton in substantially the form attached to 
Resolution #773. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  773 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RUSTON, 
WASHINGTON, APPOINTING STEPHEN R. SHELTON AS 
THE RUSTON HEARING EXAMINER AND 
AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO EXECUTE A HEARING 
EXAMINER SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH STEPHEN R. 
SHELTON FOR THESE SERVICES. 

 
 

WHEREAS, in January 2015, the City Council created the Office of the Hearing Examiner 

by adoption of Ordinance #1450 which is codified as Chapter 1.20 of the Ruston Municipal Code; 

and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with RMC 1.20.020(A), the City Council is authorized to 

appoint the City Hearing Examiner; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that Stephen R. Shelton is qualified and should be 

appointed as the Ruston Hearing Examiner; and 

WHEREAS, to establish the terms of services of the City Hearing Examiner, an agreement 

for services is needed; and  

 WHEREAS, the Council finds that it is in the City’s best interests to enter into the 

Agreement for Hearing Examiner Services as attached to this Resolution; NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSTON HEREBY RESOLVES AS 

FOLLOWS:  

Section 1.  Appointment of Hearing Examiner.  In accordance with RMC 1.20.020(A), 

the City Council hereby appoints Stephen R. Shelton as the City’s Hearing Examiner. 

Section 2.  Authorization of Agreement for Services.  The City Council hereby 

authorizes the Mayor to execute the Hearing Examiner Services Agreement Stephen R. Shelton in 

substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “1.”   
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 PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ruston, signed by the Mayor and attested by 

the City Clerk in authentication of such passage on this 19th day of October, 2021. 

 
      ______________________________ 
       Bruce Hopkins, Mayor 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Judy Grams, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:     
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:   
RESOLUTION NO.:     773      
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EXHIBIT “1”  
 

Hearing Examiner Services Agreement  
with  

Stephen R. Shelton 




















