CITY OF RUSTON
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, April 4, 2023

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

At 7:00PM Mayor Hopkins called the regular Council Meeting to order. Councilmembers present
were Councilmember Hedrick, Councilmember Kristovich, Councilmember Huson and
Councilmember Jensen. Councilmember Syler was excused. Following the flag salute,
Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the Agenda, with a second from Councilmember

Kristovich, passed 4-0.

MINUTES - Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council
meeting of March 21, 2023. Councilmember Jensen requested an amendment to correct a typo
under Business - RES 763, first sentence. With a second from Councilmember Kristovich, the

Minutes of March 21, 2023, as amended, passed 4-0.

STAFF REPORT — Nothing at this time.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS -
Gina Bruce — Was concerned that she was unable to get a library card in Tacoma and wanted to

know why.

BUSINESS -
City of Ruston Planning Director — Special Presentation of the Comprehensive Plan and City

Vision — Planning Director Rob White presented. See attached.

Council Meeting of May 2. 2023 — Canceled - Mayor Hopkins would not be in attendance and
City Clerk would be out of town. Mayor Hopkins noted there would be no business at that time
and recommended canceling the council meeting. Councilmember Hedrick moved to cancel the
Council Meeting of May 2, 2023, with a second from Councilmember Kristovich, passed 4-0.

CLAIMS & PAYROLL — Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Claims for April 4, 2023
and Payroll for April 5, 2023, with a second from Councilmember Kristovich, passed 4-0.

MAYOR’S TIME - Mayor Hopkins gave an update on the Rust Way Phase 2 project and wanted
to thank residents for their feedback. The City was looking into the development of a program
which would provide guidelines for those who require financial assistance. Mayor Hopkins would
be working with the Council to discuss possibilities. Mayor Hopkins explained that the need for
undergrounding was to ensure that electricity stayed online. He used the ice storms in Texas and
the loss of power, during their recent winter months, as an example. Their overhead poles were
encased in ice and the electrical system went down with many residents without power for weeks.
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Mayor Hopkins noted that the Baltimore Street project had been completed. Mayor Hopkins
addressed Ms. Bruce’s concern regarding a library card and explained that Ruston residents could
get a library card, however, they would need to pay for it. Ifthe City provided library card services,
there would be an increase in property tax. Mayor Hopkins noted the developer was working on
a new EIS which would address the new density and traffic conditions and noted that the general
public would have the opportunity to comment on the new EIS once it is prepared.

Councilmember Hedrick — Was happy to see the Baltimore Strect project completed.
Councilmember Hedrick shared that he had mailed a letter to Pierce County Assessor Mike
Lonergan regarding the devaluation of nine parcels at the development. Councilmember Hedrick
noted that he would provide an update to council once Pierce County Assessor Lonergan responds.

Councilmember Kristovich — Nothing at this time.

Councilmember Syler — Was excused.

Councilmember Huson — Nothing at this time.

Councilmember Jensen — Thanked City Planning Director Rob White for presenting at tonight’s
council meeting. It was great preparation when holding the Council Retreat on May 16, 2023, as

well, when holding TIP discussions in July.

MEETING AJOURNED - At 7:50PM Councilmember Hedrick moved to adjourn, with a second
from Councilmember Kristovich, passed 4-0. P
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