
 

 

 
Mayors Corner 

 
The City received the preliminary engineering reports back on the Park Avenue project. Unfortunately, the cost estimates 
significantly exceed the amount of the grant we were awarded. We are working through other possible options in an effort to 
see the project through. The first option would be to ask TIB (Transportation Improvement Board) for additional funding. 
The second option would be to involve Metro Parks/Tacoma and add improvements to the north side of Park Avenue into the 
scope of the project. We hope to work through these issues and make this project happen. 
 
City staff met with representatives from the bonding company for the Baltimore Street project, which remains at a standstill. 
We are hopeful that we will get a swift judgement so the contractor can resume and complete the project.  I want to restate 
that this is a Point Ruston project and not a City project. Due to the delays the City has exercised its contractual rights in an 
effort to see the project through to completion. 
 
Thanks for reading – your mayor – Bruce Hopkins. 
. 
 

From the Police Department 
 
Happy New Year! It is a pleasure for the officers and for me to serve your community.  We wish you a safe and happy 2023; 
we are a phone call away and ready to help in any way possible.    
  
I normally refrain from pro-actively weighing in on matters of proposed state legislation, trusting our elected officials in 
Olympia to do their duty to only consider bills which safeguard our State.  In my mission to keep Ruston a safe and a happy 
place to live, I must instead take a moment to bring to your attention the cause of the downward trend in safety around us and 
throughout the State. 
  
Entering my 32nd year as a law enforcement officer in Washington, I have not seen a set of laws so quickly decrease our 
quality of life by increasing the overall crime in our communities as those passed by our Legislature in 2021.  I recently read 
an article in which a legislator, who voted in favor of those laws, admit they went too far. But he also said it will take many 
years to correct.  
  
Since then, property thefts and violent crimes have dramatically increased.  Compounding this, we also see the effects of the 
huge hole in the statewide illicit drug problem that started when the Washington State Supreme Court issued what is known 
as the "Blake Decision." This action decriminalized possession and use of harmful illegal drugs; now we see 
methamphetamine and/or heroin induced psychosis or schizophrenia in the people we see walking and living in the outdoors 
all around us.  And too often, they resort to thefts and robberies to support their drug use.   
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
- City Council Meets:  Tuesday, February 7 , 2023 and Tuesday, February 21, 2023 – In-Person 
- Please refer to the Ruston website at www.rustonwa.org for updates on the February 7  

and February 21, 2023 Council Meeting  
- Planning Commission: Watch the bulletin board and the website for scheduled meetings. 
- Ruston City Hall Will be closed the following holiday: President’s Day  February 20, 2023  
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The Blake Decision and the Legislature's unwillingness (so far) to address it, and the 2021 laws, have led to an unsafe and 
inhumane condition which adversely affects us all in so many ways.  We are pleased to see the Pierce County prosecutor, 
with the support of many mayors in Pierce County, petition the Washington Legislature to modify or repeal some of the laws 
they passed in 2021 and to fix the problems caused by Blake.  
  
Lawmakers are given our consent to represent us by election and must act for the well-being of their constituents’.  Give 
them your constant input, tell them what you are seeing, and ask them to respond to our community with legislation which 
will help keep us safer.  Ruston is within the 27th Legislative District.  You can leave a voice message at 800.562.6000, or 
email them by finding your 27th District Representatives and Senator at:  https://app.leg.wa.gov/MemberEmail/Default.aspx 
 
Thank you.  Nestor Bautista, Chief of Police 
 

From the Fire Department 
 
Happy New Year! Our Toy and Food Drive was a success again this year, thanks to all the generous donations from our 
community! The toy’s donated were delivered to the Salvation Army and the food goes to the Nourish Food Bank at Mason 
Methodist Church.  
 
We have moved next door into the old city hall and that has become our new Fire Station.  
 
Thank you,  Fire Chief Bruce Allen 
 

From the Public Works Department 
 

Now is the time for pruning, keep an eye on trees and bushes growing around the perimeter of your property. Trim or cut 
branches that are growing into or overhead of the sidewalk, alley, street, and service wires, maintaining at least 15ft. from the 
feed lines. The Service line to your house is your responsibility. Please make sure to keep the meters clear of branches and 
obstruction and a thank you for those that are doing their part. I have seen the improvement to the safety of our sidewalk 
users.   
 
Thank you for your time in reading this newsletter and caring about our City. 
 
The Public Works Department 
 
 
MAYOR 
Bruce Hopkins       253-759-3544          bruceh@rustonwa.org 
 
Council 
Jim Hedrick 360-789-4700         jimh@rustonwa.org  
Deb Kristovich 253-988-8121         debk@rustonwa.org 
Lynn Syler 253-223-7459         lsyler@rustonwa.org 
Bradley Huson        253-759-6391         bradleyhuson@rustonwa.org 
Jennifer Jensen 206-853-1992  jenniferj@rustonwa.org 

 
 
If you need assistance to attend a Council meeting 
please contact City Hall at 253-759-3544 x 102. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Emergency – Dial 911 or Non-Emergency Dispatcher 
253-798-4721(24 hour) Use dispatcher number to request a Ruston 

Police officer contact you for urgent non-emergency responses 
 

City of Ruston Personnel 
Police Department                      253-798-4721 
Nestor Bautista               Police Chief 
City Hall                        253-759-3544 
City Clerk                          253-759-3544        Judy Grams 
City Attorney  253-759-3544        Jennifer Robertson 
Fire Chief                     253-330-7755        Bruce Allen 
Public Works                             253-759-3544        Ray Johnson 
Building Services Code Pros 253-759-3544        Mike Barth 
http://www.rustonwa.org/services/community-
development/code-enforcement  
City Planner                                253-759-3544       Rob White

                                                                                                                                                     Associate Planner       253-759-3544       Charles McKenna 
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