
CITY OF RUSTON 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Tuesday, July 18, 2023 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At 7:02PM Mayor Hopkins called the regular Council Meeting to order. Councilmembers present 
were Councilmember Hedrick, Councilmember Huson and Councilmember Jensen.  
Councilmember Kristovich and Councilmember Syler were excused. Following the flag salute, 
Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the Agenda, with a second from Councilmember 
Jensen, passed 3-0.   
 
MINUTES - Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve the minutes for the Regular Council 
meeting of June 20, 2023, with a second from Councilmember Jensen, passed 3-0. 
 
STAFF REPORT –  
Ruston Police Officer Vela – See attached. 
Ruston Fire Chief Allen – See attached. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS –  
 
Jody Coulston – Questioned the construction on Bennett street and what the start time to begin 
work was?  Mayor Hopkins noted construction start time was 7AM.  Ms. Coulston wanted to know 
what would be done with the construction equipment and street parking?  Mayor Hopkins shared 
the builder had an approved street excavation permit and encouraged Ms. Coulston to speak with 
City Associate Planner for details on the traffic control measures which are required for one way 
traffic. 
Angelino Guron – Questioned the Levy and what the Council Retreat was about and if it was 
related to the Ruston community.  Mayor Hopkins shared that the Council held a retreat which 
was open to the public.  The retreat provided the Council an opportunity to discuss and set goals 
for the City and its community.  Councilmember Jensen explained the retreat was used to 
brainstorm ideas and defined two to three years as short-term goals.  
 
BUSINESS – 
 
Objection Hearing – Rust Phase 2 Electrical Undergrounding – Mayor Hopkins opened the 
objection hearing providing a description of the matter, the process of the hearing, and the swearing 
in of staff and objectors. City Attorney Robertson  presented an overview and brief description of 
the general process, policies and history of the Electrical Undergrounding project.  Kevin Moser 
spoke to the specifics of the project and his communication with the objectors. See Mr. Moser’s 
notes attached.  The Council held three public hearings on objections that were filed in the Rust 
Way-Phase 2 Power Undergrounding Project.  There were six objections filed but three were 
withdrawn.  The three remaining objections were filed by the following parties: 
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1. Terry Cole and Michael Gosciniak 
2. John Hardin 
3. Shawn and Jesse Kelley 

 
Each objection had a separate hearing. In each of these hearings, the City Council considered 
information provided by staff, documents that were filed by the objecting parties, along with 
testimony and any additional submittals from the objecting parties. See the three objections 
attached. There was no opportunity for public testimony, only the objecting parties could 
provide testimony and documents to the Council.  The staff presented a brief description of the 
matter, and the Council asked questions of the staff or the objecting parties.  Councilmembers 
asked objector’s the length of time they had owned their home, the price they paid for their 
home, what the value of their home was today and if they qualified for the City of Ruston 
Electrical Utilities Grant which provides funding to low-income customers for the cost of 
undergrounding their power lines.  There were no more questions. Mayor Hopkins closed the 
public hearing.  Councilmember Hedrick noted that the City adopted a Power Undergrounding 
Grant program to assist low-income customers, the City waived permit fees to mitigate costs 
for this project, the electrical undergrounding puts value in the home, and Rust Way Phase 1 
was completed with additional phases to come. Councilmember Jensen requested that a  
decision be made after the Council discussion tonight. Councilmember Jensen noted that 
undergrounding added value and viability to City residents, was glad that the City had 
implemented a grant program and would consider changing the grant policy to include special 
needs consideration.  Councilmember Huson requested that the Council move deliberations to 
the next Council meeting of August 15, 2023.  This would give Councilmember Huson the 
opportunity to walk the properties and do more research before making a decision, with  a 
second from Councilmember Hedrick to continue deliberations until August 15, 2023, passed 
3-0.  
 

RES 770 TIB Court Street Chipseal Project – Project Description. The Court Street pavement 
surface has deteriorated to the extent where the timing for surface restoration by chip sealing is 
optimum, before additional cracks appear. This project will apply a chipseal (also called seal 
coating) to the pavement surface of Court Street between Baltimore Street and the westerly cul-
de-sac west of Bennett Street which will renew the entire pavement surface of 3100 square yards 
of pavement after a previous City-wide project has filled the cracks. 

Funding and Implementation Schedule. Back in 2021, City staff arranged for TIB grant funding 
of 95% of the cost of Court Street Chip sealing, with the Ruston matching funds being 5% at that 
time.   
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TIB committed to funding $54,523 for this project on December 20, 2021.  Since 2021, 
construction costs have increased but the TIB commitment has not yet increased. An increase in 
TIB funding has been applied for and was granted on July 13, 2023 with an administrative increase 
of $5,327 for a total grant of $59,850. The City commitment will be $3,150. This matter is being 
brought forward for the Council to approve the award of the construction contract and to give 
Mayor Hopkins authority to sign it. 

Public Bidding Process. In accordance with State law, small public works may be awarded using 
the Small Works Roster (MRSC) process. That is the process used for this contract. Bids were 
solicited from more than 150 pavement specialty Contractors on the MRSC list and opened on 
June 29, 2023. Doolittle Construction, LLC was the only bidder. See tabulation below: 
 

 Contractor Name Bid for All work 
1  Doolittle Construction LLC $63,000.00 
   

The City Engineer’s Office recommended awarding the Project Contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder, which is Doolittle Construction LLC. This was also the same Contractor as for the City’s 
2023 City-Wide TIB Pavement Crack Sealing.  If the Council authorized this Contract to be 
awarded at the July 18, 2023 Council Meeting, the City Engineer would prepare a Notice of Award 
to Doolittle Construction, LLC and finalize the contract using the City’s forms.  The contract was 
for $63,000.00 which would be primarily funded through the TIB grant in the amount of 
$59,850.00. The City’s participation was currently $3,150.00 which is available in the approved 
budget.   Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Resolution 770, with a second from 
Councilmember Jensen, passed 3-0. 
 
 
CLAIMS & PAYROLL – Councilmember Hedrick moved to approve Claims for July 5, 2023 
and Payroll for July 5, 2023,  with a second from Councilmember Huson, passed 3-0.  
 
MAYOR’S TIME – Shared the City’s surplus property on 49th Street, which had been on the 
market for three years, would close on July 31st and the new owner planned to build a home on 
the lot.  Mayor Hopkins thanked Ruston City Planner, Rob White, for his work in grant funding.  
The City will receive an additional $50,000 next year. for the Comprehensive Plan update, with 
the total grant funding for this project at $100,000.  Mayor Hopkins thanked Ruston Police Chief 
Bautista for his efforts in applying for grant money to reimburse the City for Officer Jason Vela’s 
Police Academy training, as well, his efforts in search of ongoing grant possibilities.  Mayor 
Hopkins thanked Councilmember Hedrick for meeting both himself and the City Planner to discuss 
Metro Parks and Park Avenue with the opportunity for additional grant funds.   
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Washington State Commerce reached out to Ruston City Planner, Rob White, inviting him to 
present at the American Planning Association conference in the fall.  City Planner White was 
unable to attend.  Mayor Hopkins shared a message from Washington State Commerce who 
commended City Planner Rob White for his great work on the Racial Equity Analysis.  City 
Planner Rob White’s work set the bar for other small Cities, as they work through their Racial 
Equity Analysis.  There will not be a Council Meeting on August 1, 2023 in observance of National 
Night Out and Mayor Hopkins would not be in attendance for the August 15, 2023 Council 
meeting. 
 
Councilmember Hedrick – Wanted to thank Ray, the Ruston Police and Fire departments who 
supported the annual 4th of July Bicycle Parade and for keeping the City safe on July 4th and invited 
anyone to present fresh ideas for next year’s bike parade.  Councilmember Hedrick met with Metro 
Parks regarding plans for Point Defiance laydown yard and 54th in hopes to coordinate with the 
City of Ruston on updating Park Avenue.  
 
Councilmember Kristovich – Was excused. 
 
Councilmember Syler – Was excused. 
 
Councilmember Huson – Nothing at this time. 
 
Councilmember Jensen – Would like to get ideas for a volunteer program helping with City 
events and Ruston website support.  This program would require documentation to bring 
volunteers on board.  Councilmember Jensen stated she would be happy to take the lead in drafting 
the proper documentation to begin the implementation process.  Councilmember Jensen wanted to 
remind and encourage everyone to attend National Night Out which takes place on August 1, 2023 
and is located at 52nd and Highland and 49th and Baltimore. 
 
MEETING AJOURNED – At 8:58PM Councilmember Hedrick moved to adjourn, with a second 
from Councilmember Jensen and Councilmember Huson, passed 3-0. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Mayor Bruce Hopkins 

 
ATTEST:      

 
__________________________ 
Judy Grams 

  
Regular Council Meeting 

July 18, 2023 
Page 4  of 4 

 



Chief’s Report 
Ruston Police Department 
Tuesday, August 15, 2023 

In a previous 28 days period (July 12-Aug 9), the Department recorded 283 calls for 
service, 108 of which were traffic stops. A breakdown comparing the percent of change 
from the same period in 2022 is shown below: 

Calls/Service (non-traffic) 2023 2022 PERCENT OF CHANGE 
175 135 +30%

Trafffic Stops  2023 2022 PERCENT OF CHANGE 
108 57 +89.5%

Sergeant Clayton Grubb is being recognized by the Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA for his 
efforts in traffic enforcement. Sergeant Grubb is within the top 5 performers of all police 
and sheriff deputies in Pierce County and has been invited to receive his award the 
NHTSA annual conference in Wenatchee next month. 

Prepared by Nestor Bautista 
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