
Cemetery 
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3-Letter
Abbreviation for

the name of Jesus
in Greek

Find 3 Neoclassical
Icons and list them

Unusual or
Outdated Term for
Wife - What is it?

Someone who
shares a name

or Birthdate
with You

Largest Monument
on Property - What is

it called and what
was the individual's

vocation?

Masonic Symbol -
What is it called?

Multiple large
stones in this
nature-based

symbol commonly
associated with a

life insurance
company. What is

the symbol and
what is the
company? 

Hand with Finger
Pointing Up

What does this
mean?

What is the animal
that commonly sits

on top of small
stones and what

does it represent?

Col. Champion
Davis, who died
in 1862, during
the American

Civil War
(ended in 1865)

"The fair, the
gentle, the

lovely DELIA,
the perfect
daughter, a

perfect lady"

Book on a
Podium -

Closed or Open
(but specify

which!)

What is the most
interesting symbol
you've found and

why? F R E E
S P A C E

Last name a
street in

Rutherfordton,
born in Italy

Snapped Rose
What does this mean

and what does the
size of the bud tell

you?

Joshua Foreman -
Who was he and is

his final resting
place truly in

Rutherfordton?

Symbol that looks
like either a hot air

balloon or a
lightbulb. What do

you think it is?

"Faithful and
Lamented

Servant - Enoch"
Died in 1862 and

commonly
thought to be an
enslaved child.

Pickax and Shovel 
 What do these
symbols mean?

What materials are
commonly used for
headstones? What
was used during
the victorian era?

What is the
oldest stone

you can find?

Died in France in
1918 - WWI

"Greater love hath no
man than this - that a
man lay down his life

for his friends"

Woman whose
name sounds like a

vegetable

"To live in
hearts we leave
behind is not to

die"
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Additional
space for notes:



In the time shortly after the Civil War, cemeteries like Rutherfordton City Cemetery
were filled with elaborate tombstones, monuments, and wrought iron fences.

Cemeteries went from being simply a place to bury the dead to being a place for the
public to enjoy open space, gorgeous gardens, and elaborately decorated works of art.

Cemeteries were the original public park. In Rutherfordton in the 1890s, the whole
town would celebrate Memorial Day with a parade through town that concluded at the

cemetery with speeches and a grand community-wide picnic. During the Victorian
period, using symbolic imagery on tombstones and monuments was a common way
to honor the life of the person buried there. Messages were coded in the images. For

example, a tree trunk symbolizes the “brevity of life,” clasped hands can represent
being greeted in heaven by your loved ones or saying farewell. There is a language of

meaning hidden within those symbols & images.
Please keep the historical context of this cemetery in mind as you explore. Ask

yourself not only about who is buried here, but ask yourself who isn't. 

Rutherfordton City History: A Historic
Landscape and a Garden of Stone

Cemetery Etiquette 
While you are in the cemetery today, please be cautious and courteous to other people.
Remain socially distanced from the living, so that everyone stays that way. Wear masks

and sanitize your hands.. 

Please be mindful of the uneven ground, stones and other hazards, and fire ant
mounds. Running is not advised, nor is reading, writing, or texting while walking. You

might trip over stones hidden in the grass.

Do not sit, stand, lean on, or otherwise disrupt the monuments or stones. Do not
remove flowers or other keepsakes left by loved ones. Do not damage or deface the

stones. 

How to Play
Mark your clue card like you would a BINGO card as you walk through the

cemetery. A simple win is to get 5 across or up and down. For an extra
challenge, try to fill the card completely. 

This year we have added an "Expert" level to play. For this, level you will not
only be searching for stones and monuments, but you will also be required
to correctly answer difficult trivia questions about cemeteries, symbols, and

history. Let's see who's up to the challenge!
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Scroll Shaped
Headstone

Laurel Wreath
Unusual or

Outdated Term
for Wife

Someone who
shares a name

or Birthdate
with You

Obelisk

Masonic
Symbol Flower Vase

Carved into
Stone

Hand with
Finger Pointing

Up

Column carved
into a

headstone

Col. Champion
Davis, who died
in 1862, during
the American

Civil War
(ended in 1865)

"The fair, the
gentle, the

lovely DELIA,
the perfect
daughter, a

perfect lady"

Book on a
Podium -

Closed or Open
(but specify

which!)

Willow Tree
F R E E

S P A C E

Last name a
street in

Rutherfordton,
born in Italy

Snapped Rose Open Gates

Symbol that
looks like either

a hot air
balloon or a

lightbulb. What
do you think it

is?

"Faithful and
Lamented

Servant - Enoch"
Died in 1862 and

commonly
thought to be an
enslaved child.

Pickax and
Shovel

Carved Cloth
Draped Over

Stone

Draped Urn

Died in France
in 1918 - WWI

"Greater love hath
no man than this
- that a man lay
down his life for

his friends"

Woman whose
name sounds

like a vegetable

"To live in
hearts we leave
behind is not to

die"

C U R A T E D  B Y :  S T E P H A N I E  R Z O N C A

L
E

V
E

L
 I

I 
IN

T
E

R
M

E
D

IA
T

E



In the time shortly after the Civil War, cemeteries like Rutherfordton City Cemetery
were filled with elaborate tombstones, monuments, and wrought iron fences.

Cemeteries went from being simply a place to bury the dead to being a place for the
public to enjoy open space, gorgeous gardens, and elaborately decorated works of art.

Cemeteries were the original public park. In Rutherfordton in the 1890s, the whole
town would celebrate Memorial Day with a parade through town that concluded at the

cemetery with speeches and a grand community-wide picnic. During the Victorian
period, using symbolic imagery on tombstones and monuments was a common way
to honor the life of the person buried there. Messages were coded in the images. For

example, a tree trunk symbolizes the “brevity of life,” clasped hands can represent
being greeted in heaven by your loved ones or saying farewell. There is a language of

meaning hidden within those symbols & images.
Please keep the historical context of this cemetery in mind as you explore. Ask

yourself not only about who is buried here, but ask yourself who isn't. 

Rutherfordton City History: A Historic
Landscape and a Garden of Stone

Cemetery Etiquette 
While you are in the cemetery today, please be cautious and courteous to other people.
Remain socially distanced from the living, so that everyone stays that way. Wear masks

and sanitize your hands.. 

Please be mindful of the uneven ground, stones and other hazards, and fire ant
mounds. Running is not advised, nor is reading, writing, or texting while walking. You

might trip over stones hidden in the grass.

Do not sit, stand, lean on, or otherwise disrupt the monuments or stones. Do not
remove flowers or other keepsakes left by loved ones. Do not damage or deface the

stones. 

How to Play
Mark your clue card like you would a BINGO card as you walk through the

cemetery. A simple win is to get 5 across or up and down. For an extra
challenge, try to fill the card completely. 

This year we have added an "Expert" level to play. For this, level you will not
only be searching for stones and monuments, but you will also be required
to correctly answer difficult trivia questions about cemeteries, symbols, and

history. Let's see who's up to the challenge!
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Scroll Shaped
Headstone

Laurel WreathLarge Celtic
Cross with a

horizontal
orientation

Someone who
shares a name

or Birthdate
with You

Obelisk

Masonic
Symbol Flower Vase

Carved into
Stone

Hand with
Finger Pointing

Up

Column carved
into a

headstone Woman whose
name sounds

like a vegetable

Broken
Headstone

Book on a
Podium -

Closed or Open
(but specify

which!)

Willow Tree
F R E E

S P A C E

Last name a
street in

Rutherfordton,
born in Italy

Snapped Rose Open Gates
Lamb

Tree Trunk
Headstone

Crown with
Cross Inside

Carved Cloth
Draped Over

Stone

Draped UrnWrought Iron
Fence

Dove

Headstone you
can no longer

read
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In the time shortly after the Civil War, cemeteries like Rutherfordton City Cemetery
were filled with elaborate tombstones, monuments, and wrought iron fences.

Cemeteries went from being simply a place to bury the dead to being a place for the
public to enjoy open space, gorgeous gardens, and elaborately decorated works of art.

Cemeteries were the original public park. In Rutherfordton in the 1890s, the whole
town would celebrate Memorial Day with a parade through town that concluded at the

cemetery with speeches and a grand community-wide picnic. During the Victorian
period, using symbolic imagery on tombstones and monuments was a common way
to honor the life of the person buried there. Messages were coded in the images. For

example, a tree trunk symbolizes the “brevity of life,” clasped hands can represent
being greeted in heaven by your loved ones or saying farewell. There is a language of

meaning hidden within those symbols & images.
Please keep the historical context of this cemetery in mind as you explore. Ask

yourself not only about who is buried here, but ask yourself who isn't. 

Rutherfordton City History: A Historic
Landscape and a Garden of Stone

Cemetery Etiquette 
While you are in the cemetery today, please be cautious and courteous to other people.
Remain socially distanced from the living, so that everyone stays that way. Wear masks

and sanitize your hands.. 

Please be mindful of the uneven ground, stones and other hazards, and fire ant
mounds. Running is not advised, nor is reading, writing, or texting while walking. You

might trip over stones hidden in the grass.

Do not sit, stand, lean on, or otherwise disrupt the monuments or stones. Do not
remove flowers or other keepsakes left by loved ones. Do not damage or deface the

stones. 

How to Play
Mark your clue card like you would a BINGO card as you walk through the

cemetery. A simple win is to get 5 across or up and down. For an extra
challenge, try to fill the card completely. 

This year we have added an "Expert" level to play. For this, level you will not
only be searching for stones and monuments, but you will also be required
to correctly answer difficult trivia questions about cemeteries, symbols, and

history. Let's see who's up to the challenge!


