By-Laws

The Rye Brook Senior Center

Village of Rye Brook, N.Y.

ARTICLE I

Title

This organization shall be known as:

The Rye Brook Senior Citizens Center, Village of Rye Brook, N.Y.

ARTICLE II

Mission

The mission of this organization shall be to create an environment where older persons can congregate, receive services and participate in activities that will enhance their dignity, support their independence, and encourage their involvement in and with the community.

ARTICLE III

Membership

All Senior Residents, fifty-five years and older, are eligible for membership regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, physical condition, or economic level.  Also eligible are younger spouses of members.
All members MUST SIGN IN when entering the Center.
“Member in Good Standing” is an individual who has paid their current dues. 

Honorary Membership shall be extended to individuals upon the joint recommendation and discretion of the Rye Brook Senior Center Executive Board. Honorary membership shall be extended to any Rye Brook resident member who turns age 90 during the program year, September through August.

A “ dues-paid” member of at least (1) year in good standing, who moves outside the confines of the Village of Rye Brook, may retain active membership in the Rye Brook Senior Citizens Center if he/she continues to pay dues annually.
ARTICLE IV

Non Resident Membership

Non residents will be extended the opportunity to join the Rye Brook Senior Citizen Center for an annual fee of $30.  Said membership entitles non resident members to receive a monthly schedule in the mail and to take part in all Senior Center in the same manner in which residents take part.  

The exceptions are as follows:

Daily Lunch Program:  This program is funded by Rye Brook taxpayers.  Rye Brook residents pay ½ price and the Village pays the other half.  Non resident members shall pay full price for the lunch program.  

.  
Transportation Program:  The Rye Brook Senior Bus picks up Rye Brook residents at home for medical appointments, shopping, trips and to and from the Center.  This transportation program is funded by the Village of Rye Brook and cannot be extended to non-resident members.
ARTICLE V

Membership Dues
Membership dues in the amount of $15.00 per member/year will be collected September 1st of each year from all individuals excluding those extended Honorary Membership. Proof of Rye Brook Residency (in the form of a voters registration card, utility bill, etc….) is required at the time of registration for new members.

Non Resident Membership dues in the amount of $30 per member/year will be collected September 1st of each year from all individuals wishing to join. 

Membership dues will be used for refreshments, special luncheons, and extra provisions in connection with trips, entertainment, and enrichment programs.  Said fund to be disbursed by and through the Senior Coordinator and Village of Rye Brook Office of the Treasurer.
ARTICLE VI
Officers

Section I:     
Elected Officers of the Rye Brook Senior Citizens Center shall be:



President;



Vice-President;



Secretary;



Treasurer. 
Section II:
No member shall be elected to more than one Executive Office during any term.  Exceptions will be made if members do not come forward to run for a position.
Section III: 
All elected offices shall be for a two-year term. A member may run for the same office for one more term for a total of four (4) consecutive years.  If there is no interest to run for a particular position and the current officer has already served for four (4) consecutive years, they may continue in that capacity until another person expresses interest in running for said position.
Section IV:
Commencing September 1990, the privilege of election into

Executive Board office shall not be extended to those individuals granted Honorary Membership.
Section V:
Commencing October 2017, the privilege of election into 


Executive Board office shall only be extended to those 



indivuals who reside in the Village of Rye Brook.



ARTICLE VII
Duties of Officers

President:
The duties of the President shall be to preside at all regular and/or “special” meetings, to call “special” meetings if required; to maintain order and a strict adherence to the By-Laws; to appoint committees; to cast the deciding vote on all questions in the event of a tie; to act as a member (ex-officio) of all committees; and to assist the Senior Coordinator in all phases of the operation and maintenance of The Rye Brook Senior Center.

Vice President: 
The duties of the Vice President shall be to perform the duties of the President in the event of his/her absence,

resignation or any other inability to officiate. 

The Vice President should assist and support the President
in every way. 

Secretary:          The duties of the Secretary shall be to keep the records and


minutes of the organization for all official meetings and to


receive all communications and correspondence addressed


to the organization and to respond to same as required, or


as directed by the President or Senior Coordinator. The


Secretary shall read aloud at the monthly business meeting

any correspondence deemed necessary by the President or


Senior Coordinator.

Treasurer:
The duties of the Treasurer shall be to receive and deposit all monies of the Club; to maintain records of all receipts and to read a monthly report for business meetings.  
          ARTICLE VIII
     Nomination and Election of Officers

Section I:
Executive Board Officers shall be nominated by a volunteer Nominating Committee consisting of the Senior Coordinator and five Senior Club Members in April of the election year. Any members who intend to run for office shall not serve as a member of the Nominating Committee.  Any member is free to advise the nominating committee of his/her intention to run for any open office. The slate is to be announced at the May Business Meeting and voted on during the June Business Meeting. Once the slate is announced, there can be no further nominations made. (See section III below)

Section II: 
No nomination will be accepted unless the Nominee has signified their intention of accepting the office.

Section III:
Additional nominations may be made from the floor with the verbal acceptance of the nominee any time up until the close of the May Business Meeting. If the nomination is accepted, the name shall be added to the ballot for election day.
Section IV:
A secret ballot shall be used for all Center Elections.  
Absentee ballots will be accepted provided members who fill out applications for absentee ballots meet the criteria.  
Section V:
The incoming officers shall assume their duties at the first Business Meeting following the election, namely in September.

Section VI:  
Should a vacancy occur among officers, the Executive Board shall appoint another member to fill the unexpired term. In the case of any officer’s temporary inability to perform the duties of his/her office, the Executive Board may make substitute appointment for the duration of the incapacity.
ARTICLE IX
                                             Meetings

The Rye Brook Senior Citizens Club meets every day.  The hours

and/or location to be flexible.

Section I:
A regular Business Meeting will be held on the first Thursday of each month or as otherwise required by circumstance at the discretion of the Senior Coordinator.

Section II:
Policy decisions will be made only at regular Business Meetings where a vote is taken and the majority rules.

ARTICLE X

Governing Rules and Regulations
Refund Policy
1. Full or partial refunds will be made according to the prescribed guidelines of the contractual agreement for canceled reservations on outings or special events.  Refunds will be made on an individual basis as follows:

a. NYC Theatre Trips – It is the responsibility of the ticket holder to find a replacement in the event that h/she can not attend the show.  If no replacement is found, there will be no refund as these tickets are paid for well in advance.

b. Dinner Theatre Trips – If an individual must cancel and the Senior Center has a wait list and can find a replacement, a refund will be given.  If no replacement is found, there will be no refund as these tickets are paid for well in advance.
c. Any trips where an outside bus company has been hired, refunds will only be provided if your space is filled.

d. Local Trips on the Senior Van to include but not limited to (Shopping, Movies, Empire Gaming):  a full refund will be provided if individuals cancel within 24 hours of the trip.  Cancelling on the day of the trip due to illness will result in 50% of your money being refunded.  No refund will be given to “no shows”. 
e. In the event a trip is cancelled, everyone will receive a full refund.
2. Individuals who cancel their lunches prior to the orders being placed with the caterer (Friday at noon) will be given a full refund.  Any cancellations made after the order is placed with the caterer or “no shows” will not be refunded. 

Registration Policy

3. Payment for trips/events MUST BE made when YOU SIGN UP.
4. All dues-paid members of the Rye Brook Senior Citizens Center will be given preference to register for an activity or outing before accepting Non-Member guests.

5. The acceptance of Non-Member guests and the use of waiting-lists for scheduled outings and special events shall exist to protect the membership from financial loss when applicable.

Miscellaneous
6. Solicitation of funds for other organizations or events is prohibited during Club time or within Club facilities.

ARTICLE X

Amending the By-Laws

These By-Laws, as adopted, may be amended after such amendment has been approved by a majority vote of the active membership at the regular Business Meeting.

Any member may submit, in writing, a proposed change to the By-Laws.

Adopted  November 1984

Amended  September 1988

Amended  September 1989

Amended  May 1990

Amended  May 1991

Amended  April 1993

Amended  September  1999

Amended  May  2003 

Amended April 2005

Amended  April 2011
Amended October 2013
Amended October 2017
Amended April 4, 2019
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