
SACKETS HARBOR COMMUNITY GARDEN 
NEW GARDENER CONTRACT Summer, 2023 

INTRODUCTION 

The Community Garden area of Sackets Harbor is envisioned as a garden with long term public involvement in 
its care and maintenance, offering opportunities for horticultural educational programs and individual plots 
for residents of the Sackets Harbor/Hounsfield community. The Village of Sackets Harbor and Town of 
Hounsfield Joint Recreation Commission is the governing authority at the Sackets Harbor Community Garden 
and shall provide final arbitration of any disputes and/or requests. This committee shall designate one or more 
garden managers to manage the facility on a regular basis. 

 Gardening in the Community Garden is not exactly like gardening in your own backyard, because how you 
care for your plot affects your neighbors’ plots as well. Hence, we have policies on how and when certain 
things must be done. The Community Garden encourages all gardeners to use organic and/or best practices 
for their gardening methods in order to enhance food safety, ground water quality, and a healthy ecosystem. 
The garden manager(s) will provide information on gardening methods to gardeners upon request. Garden 
policies are reviewed and updated as necessary by the Recreation Commission and transmitted to all users.  

RULES, TERMS, AND CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION  

If accepted as a gardener, I will abide by the following rules, terms, and conditions:  

1. I use this garden at the discretion of the Village of Sackets Harbor and Town of Hounsfield Joint Recreation 
Commission. I agree to abide by their policies and practices.  

2. The fee for the use of the garden is ($20.00) per plot, per season (May 1 – October 31), due on or before 
April 15,2023. There are no refunds. All garden registrations are renewed annually.  

3. Garden hours are sunrise to sunset.  

4. Garden plots must be used by the gardener(s) to whom they are assigned. Plots may not be registered to 
someone "in name only" while a friend or relative actually uses the plot and does most or all of the work 
unless specifically authorized by the Garden Manager.  

5. Garden tenancy is transferable, with the permission of the Garden Manager, to members of your immediate 
family or household, or to someone who has been registered with you as a co-gardener in the plot. Except for 
these persons, you cannot transfer your plot to anyone when you leave.  

6. Once I have been assigned a plot, I will begin cultivation and planting within two weeks of water being 
available. My plot cannot be left fallow or unused for any period of two weeks or longer during the gardening 
season (May 1 – October 31).  In the case of extenuating circumstances, the Garden Manager may waive this 
requirement. 

7. If my plot becomes unkempt, I understand I will be given two (2) weeks’ notice to clean it up. At that time, it 
will be re-assigned or tilled in.  

8. I am responsible to provide hoses and most tools needed to maintain my garden. Garden tools will not be 
kept at the plot. They will either be taken home or put in the tool shed. (If one is available) 

9. My plot will be approximately 6’ x 20’. I will not expand my plot beyond this measurement or into paths or 
other plots. I will keep all my plants within the limits of my garden plot. Trees may not be planted.  

10. I will control weeds, pests and diseases as necessary/possible. This is an organic gardening area; therefore, 
I will not apply any pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides in the garden without the approval of the garden 
manager.  



11. I will keep my plot, paths, and surrounding areas clean and neat. I will place dead plants, leaves, and other 
green waste plant parts into designated areas or compost bins. Other trash, including 1) rocks, stones, and 
asphalt; and 2) paper, plastic, cardboard, wood, metal, etc. will be put in designated containers. Anything I 
bring from my home I will take back home. I will not bring household trash or compost materials and leave 
them at the Community Garden.  

12. Each person or family will have only one plot per season unless there are vacant plots available. If a person 
has more than one plot, the second plot will be made available the following season/year to new applicants 
without a plot.  

13. I have reviewed and agree to comply with the following: 

a.) I will not plant any illegal plant. I will not smoke, drink alcoholic beverages, use illegal drugs, or gamble 
in the garden. I will not come to the garden while under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs. I will 
not bring weapons or pets or other animals to the garden.  

b.) Guests and visitors, including children, must follow all rules, terms, and conditions stated here. I will 
supervise my children at all times when they are in the garden. I am solely responsible for the behavior 
of my guests.  

c.) The garden manager may assign me general garden maintenance tasks each month, and I will 
complete them by the end of the month that I am assigned them.  

d.) I will water my plot according to water-wise guidelines within specified watering hours (if required).  

e.) I will not make duplicate keys of any locks at the garden or give my key or lock combination to another 
person.  

f.) I will not take food or plants from other gardeners’ plots. I will not take anything from the garden that 
is not rightfully mine.  

g.)  I will respect other gardeners, and I will not use abusive or profane language or discriminate against 
others.  

h.) At all times, I will work to keep the garden a happy, secure, and enjoyable place where all participants 
can garden and socialize peacefully in a neighborly manner.  

 

COMMITMENT 

The Joint Recreation Commission is committed to a high-quality experience for all residents and gardeners. 
Breaking any rules, terms, and conditions can be cause for exclusion from the garden and loss of your plot.  To 
make sure this does not happen, in the event of a problem, we will: 

. Provide one verbal warning from the garden manager.  

. If no response or correction has been made, we will provide written notice two weeks later.  

. In another two weeks, if no response or correction has been made, we will provide written final notification 
that you have forfeited your gardening privileges and plot.  

. You will be allowed to reapply for another garden plot only after one year, and at the discretion of the 
garden manager.  

APPLICANT/HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENTI (We) have reviewed the above information for use of the Sackets 
Harbor Community Gardens and agree to comply with the same. I (We) further agree to hold the Village of 
Sackets Harbor, the Town of Hounsfield, their agents, officers, and employees harmless from any and all 
liability from any claims resulting from the rental or use of Sackets Harbor Community Gardens, and will 



indemnify the Village, et al., of any claims resulting from our operations or occurring during our occupation of 
the premises.  

I (We) agree that, during the use of the Sackets Harbor Community Garden facilities, I (We) will not exclude 
anyone from participation in, deny anyone the benefits of, or otherwise subject anyone to discrimination 
because of the person’s race, color, national origin, handicap, or sexual orientation.  

 I have read and understand the application and accept these rules, terms, and conditions stated above for the 
participation in the Sackets Harbor Community Gardens.  

 

Gardener information: 

 Name: _____________________________________   Email: ______________________________________ 

Phone number: ______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signed: ____________________________________ Date: _______________  

 

 

Co-Gardener (If applicable) 

Name: _____________________________________   Email: ______________________________________ 

Phone number: ______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Signed: ____________________________________ Date: _______________  

 

This signed contract will be required with your payment of the garden plot rental for the gardening season.  
Please send or deliver signed contract and rental fee (made out to Village of Sackets Harbor) to the following 
address: 

Sackets Harbor Village Clerk 

112 North Broad St. 

PO Box 335 

Sackets Harbor, NY  13685 

Thank you for being part of our community gardeners. 

 

 


