
 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 7:00 P.M. 
Minutes 

 
Participate In-Person: 

San Rafael City Council Chambers 
1400 Fifth Avenue, San Rafael, CA 94901 

or 
Participate Virtually: 

Watch on Webinar: https://tinyurl.com/2025-PC-Meeting 
Watch on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/cityofsanrafael 

Telephone: 1 (669) 444-9171 
Meeting ID: 836 5104 9034# 

One Tap Mobile: US: +16694449171, 83651049034# 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Haveman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. He then invited Planning Manager 
Margaret Kavanaugh-Lynch to call roll. 
 
RECORDING OF MEMBERS PRESENT AND ABSENT 
PRESENT:                ALDO MERCADO, COMMISSIONER  

JON PREVITALI, COMMISSIONER 
JILL RODBY, COMMISSIONER 
SAMINA SAUDE, COMMISSIONER 
STEWART SUMMERS, COMMISSIONER 
DANIELLE O’LEARY, CHAIR 
JEFF KENT, ALTERNATE COMMISSIONER  
 

ABSENT   
                                   
 
ALSO PRESENT:  MARGARET KAVANAUGH-LYNCH, PLANNING MANAGER 

RENEE NICKENIG, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 
CONNOR MACLEAN, LEGAL COUNSEL 
 

 
APPROVAL OR REVISION OF ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS 
Chair Haveman asked if there are any changes to the order of the Agenda.  
 
No changes were made to the order of the Agenda. 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF MEETING PROCEDURES 
Chair Haveman stated that members of the public may provide comments with a time limit 
set by the Planning Commission and continued to provide directions on how to provide 
public comments and to participate in the meeting.  
 
The Planning Manager provided instructions on how to watch the meeting via Zoom and 
You Tube, as well as provided instruction on participation rules.  

https://tinyurl.com/2025-PC-Meeting
http://www.youtube.com/cityofsanrafael
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
Chair Haveman provided instructions to members of the public who wanted to share 
remarks on topic(s) not on the agenda with Planning Commission. Chair Haveman set the 
time limit for three minutes per person. 
 
No speakers provided public testimony. 
 

  
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. No items on the consent calendar.  

 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. 287 Mountain View Avenue– Request for a Major Environmental and Design Review 

Permit and an Exception (Hillside) Permit for a new single-family residence with a 
reduced front yard setback, a reduced garage setback, and a reduction of one 
required off-street parking space. 
 
Project Planner: Renee Nickenig, Associate Planner and 
      Margaret Kavanaugh Lynch, Planning Manager 
 
Recommended action: Hold a public hearing and recommend approval of the project 
to City Council. 
  
Chair Haveman asked for the Staff Report from Planning Manager Kavanaugh-Lynch. 
 
Planning Manager Kavanaugh-Lynch introduced the Associate Planner Nickenig who 
provided a presentation on the proposed project. 
 
Associate Planner Nickenig provided a response on possible options for the Planning 
Commission’s action. 
 
Planning Manager Kavanaugh-Lynch introduced Legal Counsel Connor MacLean who 
was attending virtually, via Zoom. 
 
Staff opened the floor to comments from the Commission.   
 
Commissioner Rodby provided comments regarding the neighbors In the area of the 
project  
 
Associate Planner Nickenig provided a response to the comments 
 
Commissioner Mercado provides comments regarding the street  
 
Associate Planner Nickenig provides a response to the comments and explains that it is 
called a “Bulb Out” 
 
Commissioner Previtali provided comments regarding the soils report 
Associate Planner Nickenig provides a response to the comments, assuring it was 
reviewed by Building and Fire as well as Public Works with no issue.  
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Chair Haveman then invited members of the public to share comments. 
 
Project Architect Bacilia Macias provides a brief description of the project. 
 
Alternate Commissioner Kent provides feedback on material used for siding 
 
Project Architect Macias provided a response  
 
Commissioner Previtali provided comments regarding the citys effort to improve 
emergency egress routes 
 
Commissioner Summers provided comments regarding the color of the material as they 
are not earth toned, which is the recommended color pallet to use 
 
Associate Planner Nickenig provided a response to the comments 
 
Alternate Commissioner Kent provided a few final suggestions regarding fire safety  
 
Chair Haveman closed the comments and requested a motion 
 
Commissioner Summers provided a motion to approve the project with the suggestions 
made by Alternate Commissioner Kent 
 
Legal Counsel Connor MacLean provided clarifying comment regarding Commissioner 
Summers move 
 
Commissioner Rodby seconded the motion 
 
Chair Haveman instructed the Planning Manager Kavanaugh-Lynch to take roll:  

  
AYES:  Commissioners Previtali, Mercado, O’Leary, Saude, Summers, Rodby, and Chair 
Haveman   
NOES: None  
ABSENT:  Commissioners  
ABSTAIN: None 

Motion carried 4-0 
 
Chair Haveman provides comments regarding a second item on the agenda that was 
postponed at the request of the applicant. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Planning Manager Kavanaugh-Lynch reported that there was a mistake in the report and 
that it will be available by the next Planning Commission Meeting held on February 25th, 
2025. 
 
COMMISSION COMMUNICATION 
 
Commissioner Saude welcomes all new members 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Chair Haveman adjourned the meeting at 8:38 PM. 
 
 

 
_____________________________ 
Margaret Kavanaugh-Lynch, Planning Manager 
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