
















 
 

Dear Chair and Members of the Planning Commission, 

On behalf of the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce, an advocate for our 5,128 Marin 
County employers representing more than 40,428 employees across 25 industry 
sectors, I am writing to express our strong support for the proposed mixed-use 
developments at 1230 Fifth Avenue and 900 A Street. 

Expanding the availability of housing remains one of the Chamber’s highest priorities. 
Marin County’s high cost of living continues to be the single greatest challenge our 
members face in recruiting and retaining a stable workforce. Employers across all 
sectors—from health care and education to retail, hospitality, and technology—regularly 
identify the shortage of attainable housing as a barrier to growth and economic vitality. 
Adding to our housing supply in a meaningful, strategic way is essential to sustaining a 
thriving local economy. 

These two projects directly advance the goals of the 2021 Downtown Precise Plan, a 
comprehensive and community-driven roadmap that the Chamber actively participated 
in shaping. That plan outlines a forward-looking vision for a more inclusive, walkable, 
transit-oriented, and resilient downtown. At its heart is a clear directive: create new 
housing within the downtown corridor to support a vibrant, people-oriented environment. 

The proposals before you do exactly that. 

Project Details 
900 A Street (Third & A Streets) 

• 131 rental units 
• 11 below-market-rate units 
• 106 parking spaces 
• 8 stories 

1230 Fifth Avenue (Fifth Avenue & C Street) 
• 187 rental units 
• 19 below-market-rate units 
• 169 parking spaces 
• 13 stories 

Collectively, these developments will add 318 new homes, including 30 below-market-
rate units, while replacing aging structures well past their useful lifespan. Importantly, 
these new residents will become customers of our small businesses, patrons of our 
restaurants, and contributors to the daily vibrancy that keeps local commerce alive. With 



 
 

fewer workers commuting into the county and more people living near jobs, transit, and 
services, these developments strengthen both our economic resilience and our climate 
goals. 

Local businesses, especially those that once relied on the foot traffic of full office 
buildings, are eager to welcome more residents living and working in the heart of San 
Rafael. Housing in our downtown is no longer a complement to economic vitality; it is a 
requirement for it. 

For these reasons, the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce respectfully urges the 
Planning Commission to approve both the 1230 Fifth Avenue and 900 A Street 
proposals. These projects are aligned with the City’s adopted downtown vision, 
responsive to employer needs, and essential to the long-term health of San Rafael’s 
economy. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and for your commitment to our community. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Karen Strolia 
President & CEO 
San Rafael Chamber of Commerce 
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