EDWARD J. LABARRE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

San Rafael, CA 94901

May 20, 2026

San Rafael City Council
San Rafael City Clerk
1400 5™ Avenue

San Rafel, CA 94901

Corrected letter Re: Lighting proposal for the Jean and John Starkweather Shoreline Park

Dear Members of the San Rafael City Council and City Clerk,

I am writing this letter for myself and on behalf of the Marin Action to Retain
Starkweather Habitat (The MARSH Alliance) in regard to the proposed project to install
lighting along the San Pablo Bay Waterfront on the Jean and John Starkweather
Shoreline Park, also known as the Starkweather Path, in eastern San Rafael.

The San Rafael Department of Public Works March 2, 2026 staff report for this
project recommended that the City approve this project without any investigation of the
potential environmental impacts of the proposed lighting. We believe that the San Rafael
DPW staff incorrectly concluded that the Starkweather Path part of the project was
exempted from CEQA for the following reasons:

The path, the project site, is known as a habitat for the Ridgeway Rail bird and for the
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse), both of which are federally-listed endangered species. The
proposed lighting will endanger those species as well as other waterfowl that nest in the
marsh. I have seen salt water harvest mice in the area recently. Perhaps because of the
longer days this time of year, | have seen these typically nocturnal creatures dart out of

the brush for a quick nibble of grass around sunset.
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From: Edie W. Lesieutre

Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 2:37 PM

To: Mayor Kate <kate.colin@cityofsanrafael.org>; Maika Llorens Gulati
<maika.gulati@cityofsanrafael.org>; Eli Hill <eli.hill@cityofsanrafael.org>; Maribeth Bushey
<maribeth.bushey@cityofsanrafael.org>; Rachel Kertz <rachel.kertz@cityofsanrafael.org>; Distrib- City
Clerk <city.clerk@cityofsanrafael.org>; Paul Navazio <paul.navazio@cityofsanrafael.org>; April Miller
<april.miller@cityofsanrafael.org>; Craig Veramay <craig.veramay@cityofsanrafael.org>; Greg Minor
<greg.minor@cityofsanrafael.org>; Grey Melgard <grey.melgard@cityofsanrafael.org>

Subject: Concerns About Environmental Impact on Starkweather Path

Dear [Official Name], My name is [Your Name], and I'm a [resident of/frequent visitor to]
the Baypoint/ Spinnaker neighborhood. I'm writing to express serious concerns about the
environmental impact of the proposed "Peoples of the Canal" art installation (3'X2') and
the Canal Neighborhood Active Transportation Enhancement ("Canal ATE") artificial
Lighting Project on the 2-mile Starkweather/Bay Trail Path. Starkweather Path runs directly
adjacent to sensitive salt marsh habitat, one of the Bay Area's most fragile ecosystems.
The proposal to install 22 permanent placards (3'X2') and artificial lighting proposed by the
Canal ATE would: ¢ Disturb nesting shorebirds and migratory species that depend on this
corridor @ Introduce artificial light into a naturally dark environment, disrupting nocturnal
wildlife and natural circadian rhythms ¢ Proposal to increase foot traffic on a shared use
path with constrained widths leading to pedestrian safety issues | understand and
appreciate the value of public art and cultural storytelling. However, | believe this
particular location, a nature corridor with documented wildlife sensitivity, is not the
appropriate setting for permanent infrastructures of this scale. | respectfully request that
the city reject both proposals in their current form and stand with the residents who are
directly impacted by these decisions. Sincerely, [Your Name] [Your Address]



From:

Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2026 8:48 PM

To: Mayor Kate <kate.colin@cityofsanrafael.org>; Maika Llorens Gulati
<maika.gulati@cityofsanrafael.org>; Eli Hill <eli.hill@cityofsanrafael.org>; Maribeth Bushey
<maribeth.bushey@cityofsanrafael.org>; Rachel Kertz <rachel.kertz@cityofsanrafael.org>; Distrib- City
Clerk <city.clerk@cityofsanrafael.org>; Paul Navazio <paul.navazio@cityofsanrafael.org>; April Miller
<april.miller@cityofsanrafael.org>; Craig Veramay <craig.veramay@cityofsanrafael.org>; Greg Minor
<greg.minor@cityofsanrafael.org>; Grey Melgard <grey.melgard@cityofsanrafael.org>

Cc:

Subject: Concerns About Environmental Impact on Starkweather Path

Dear City Officials,

My name is Jim Phelps, and I'm a resident of the Spinnaker neighborhood. I'm writing to express serious
concerns about the environmental impact of the proposed "Peoples of the Canal" art installation (3'X2')
and the Canal Neighborhood Active Transportation Enhancement ("Canal ATE") artificial Lighting Project
on the 2-mile Starkweather/Bay Trail Path.

Starkweather Path runs directly adjacent to sensitive salt marsh habitat, one of the Bay Area's most
fragile ecosystems. The proposal to install 22 permanent placards (3'X2') and artificial lighting proposed
by the Canal ATE would:

¢ Disturb nesting shorebirds and migratory species that depend on this corridor e Introduce artificial
light into a naturally dark environment, disrupting nocturnal wildlife and natural circadian rhythms
Proposal to increase foot traffic on a shared use path with constrained widths leading to pedestrian

safety issues

| understand and appreciate the value of public art and cultural storytelling. However, | believe this
particular location, a nature corridor with documented wildlife sensitivity, is not the appropriate setting
for permanent infrastructures of this scale.

| respectfully request that the city reject both proposals in their current form and stand with the
residents who are directly impacted by these decisions.

Sincerely,
Jim Phelps
Spinnaker Point





