
San Rafael Fire
Vegetation Management

FIREWISE - Neighborhood Planning Elements



San Rafael Fire
Handouts:



Wildland Urban 
Interface (WUI)

Defensible Space

San Rafael Ordinance 4.12 requires homeowners
living within designated WUI zones to maintain up to
100 feet of defensible space around structures or to
their property line, whichever is closer.

San Rafael Fire
Vegetation Management



Remove 
Flammable Plants
• Bamboo

• Broom

• Juniper

• Acacia

• Pampas 
Grass

San Rafael Fire
Vegetation Management

Before

After



Zone 1 extends 30 feet* out 

from buildings, structures, 

decks, etc.

•Remove all dead plants (vegetation).

•Remove dead or dry leaves rain gutters.

•Trim tree branches 10 feet from other 

trees.

•Trim branches 10 feet away from your 

chimney.

•Relocate wood piles into Zone 2.

•Remove or prune shrubs near windows.

•Remove vegetation and items from under 

decks.

•Create a separation between trees, shrubs 

and items that could catch fire, such as 

patio furniture, wood piles, swing sets, etc. 

Zone 2 extends 100 feet out from 

buildings, structures, decks, etc.

•Cut or mow grass down to a max height of 4 in.

•Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and 

trees.

•Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs 

and trees.

•Remove fallen leaves, debris, and small 

branches to less than a depth of 3 inches.
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San Rafael Fire
VIDEOS
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Harden Your Home.



2018 New CWPP Maps



FIREWISE Planning

• Building a strong team:

1. Socialize among neighbors.

2. Recruit members.

➢ Choose a representative.

3. Contact Firewise and make your 
new team known.

FW



FIREWISE Planning

• Site Assessment Visit with FD
• Request inspector to walk the area.
• Determine the reoccurring risks of 

the neighborhoods.
• Focus on general defensible space 

around all the homes.

Prepare Notes for 
Document.



FIREWISE Planning

• Site Assessment Document
• Document the area, noting hazards.
• Document the reoccurring risks of 

the neighborhoods.
• Provide details like: 

• Number & age of homes
• Geographical hazards……

Get FireSAFE Marin’s 
endorsement.



FIREWISE Planning

• Determine 5 year action plan with reasonable goals.
• Schedule/hold a Firewise Day in you 

community.
• Compile the annual fire mitigation 

efforts in the area.

Implement your plan.



FIREWISE Planning

GIS Mapping
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GIS Mapping



FIREWISE Planning

GIS Mapping



FIREWISE Planning

• Educational Outreach

• CERT Training

• HOA presentations

• Firewise meetings

✓ Make sure to account for all participants.



FIREWISE Planning

• Wildfire Risk Reduction Investment

• One volunteer hour 
valued at $24.14.

• Qualifying 
expenditures, 
volunteer 
activities, 
grants, etc.



FIREWISE Planning

• Community Projects
Work conducted on a unmapped paved road 
that can be accessed through Loch Haven Court 
in San Rafael. 

The land and road is owned by the Loch Lomond 
HOA. 
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2019 locations for managing Open Space ladder FuelsGoats:



2019 Continued Efforts

• Fire road maintenance:
-Identify and grade all in need.

-Clear vegetation up and out.

-10’ on each side and 13.5’ vertical.



2018 New Efforts

• NEW Annual Inspection Notice 

went out to 9,000+ WUI homes.
– March – April 2018

• Newly updated Vegetation Management web page.

• NEW digital & online tools:
– ‘Hazard Assessment Request Form’

– ‘Roadway Clearances Form’

• NEW 2017-18  GIS mapping.



Thank you.

• Call us with any comments or concerns.

San Rafael Fire Department   
Vegetation Management

Call Us TODAY: 
415-485-3308


