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APPENDIX C

REPRESENTATIVE STUDY AREA PHOTOGRAPHS
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Top: Oak woodland with interspersed grassland
areas. A small population of deer are present
within the Study Area.

Bottom: Paved road typical of the Study Area,
lined with French Broom.

Photograph taken April 16, 2010.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS




Top: An area of native grassland towards the top
of the ridge.

Bottom: Paved area along the top of the ridge.

Photograph taken April 16, 2010.

Ppwra
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Top: Paved area along top of ridge.

) AWife

Bottom: Paved road through oak woodland.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Photograph taken April 16, 2010.




APPENDIX D

Potential for the endangered Pentachaeta bellidiflora on Marin Sanitary Service property
(Letter report, WRA 2009)
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November 30, 2009

Steve Stafford

Community Development Dept.
City of San Rafael

P.O. Box 151560

San Rafael, CA 94915-1560

Re: Potential for the endangered Penfachaeta bellidiflora on Marin Sanitary Service property.
Dear Mr. Stafford,

This letter summarizes a habitat suitability site visit for the federal endangered plant species Penfachaeta
bellidiflora (white-rayed pentachaeta) on a portion of the Marin Sanitary Service property in San Rafael,
California. These studies were conducted on behalf of Marin Sanitary Service in response to your Sept. 22,
2009 letter requesting surveys for the species that is historically known from the vicinity.

White-rayed pentachaeta is an annual wildflower in the daisy family with a historic range from Marin to San
Mateo County. It was thought to be extirpated (locally extinct) in Marin since the 1980’s according to the
California Department of Fish and Game CNDDB database and the recently revised Marin Flora. The plant
historically grew on thin soiled north facing slopes on some of the hills surrounding Greenbrae. The occurrence
ahove Marin Sanitary Service was the easternmost historic occurrence known in Marin and was the last known
population in the County. It was thought to have been extirpated by off-road motorcycle activity in the 1980's
and has not been seen since, despite numerous surveys by local California Native Plant Society botanists. The
only two remaining populations of the species currently known are in San Mateo County.

On October 12, 2009, Phil Greer and myself, plant ecologists at WRA, Inc., an environmental consulting firm in
San Rafael, conducted a site visit to “Parcel E” (APN 018-180-76) on Marin Sanitary’s property. This parcel is
situated along the northwest to southeast running ridgeline situated above Marin Sanitary Service's Resource
Recovery Center and is close to a historic occurrence of white-rayed pentachaeta. Much of the ridgeline itself
is paved while other areas are dominated by oak woodland or non-native and invasive weeds; however, there
were a few patches of thin-soiled habitats supporting native grassland on north-facing slopes that have
potential to support white-rayed pentachaeta.

The October site visit was primarily a habitat suitability assessment since white-rayed pentachaeta blooms in
the spring and, like many native annual wildflowers, is dry and typically considered unidentifiable at this time of
year. However, further inspection of the remnant native grassland patches revealed a desiccated annual plant
that possessed many of the distinguishing characteristics of white-rayed pentachaeta; however, its
identification could not be positively confirmed.

WRA recommends that a protocol-level rare plant survey be conducted during the species’ blooming window
between March and May. All potentially suitable north facing grassland habitats on the site should be
surveyed. If the plants are found they should be mapped and properly managed. A habitat management plan
should be prepared if the species is found in order to.guide future management activities to ensure long-term
protection of the species. Potential threats to the plants on the site include human disturbance and habitat
destruction by invasive weeds.

If you have any questions on our recommendation please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

G Sl
Geoff Smick
Associate Plant Ecologist
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