BAY AREA TOUR
OF
TRANSIT-FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOQODS

Saturday, October 16
8:45 a.m, - 5:00 p.m.



Agenda

Bay Area Tour
Of Transit-Friendly Neighborhoods

Safurday, October 16, 2010; 8:45-5:00pm
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San Rafael Cily Hall
ose of the Tour
See a variefy of fransit nelghborhoods
Get 1o know each othar
Welcome

a. Depart San Rafael City Hall

Tour

Weast Portal, San Francisco
Downtown Redwood City
Lunch

Downtawn Mendo Park
Rockridge, Oakland

oan o

Arrive back to San Rafael City Hall

Mate: Times ane approximate and subject fo traffic,

The mesting Facililies are accessible 1o parsors wih disabiilies. American Sign Language intespralars gnd assistive lishening deviees may be requastan
by calling (415) 4B5-3198 (TDD) or (415) 485-3067 {vaice) at least 72 hovrs in advance. Coplas of documents are avallsble In accessible formats upan
j g Transit, Line 22. Paratransi is available by calling Whistiestop Wheess at (415) 464-

i i ilanle th h Goden (e
requast Public transpodation & available lhroug Bdl individuals ane reguesled 1o raliain

0864, To allow individuals wilh eavironmentad iliness or multiple chemizal seneltivity tn atlend the meelinghaaring,

&

frowry wearing scanted products,

8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m,

10:00 am,
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:45 p.m.
315 pom.

5:00 p.m.
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Conedinates: 374 2T 32N 22T 360,054

West Portal, San Francisco

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

West Portal is a small neighborhood in San
Francisco, Califomia.

L.ocation

It is at the southemn edpe of the hills in the interior
of the city, Because of West Portal's small size and
maom and pop stores, restaurants, and saloons, the
neighborhood is often described as having a
village atmosphere. The neighborhood is served
by a branch of the San Francisco Public Library.
Like Glen Park, the neighborhood is one of San
Franeisco's metro-centered communities, The
neighborhood's main corridor, West Portal
Avenue, serves as a principal shopping street for
much of southwestern San Francisco.

Attractions & Characteristics

The

i it
West Portal in 2000

neighborhood is named for the western terminus
of the Muni tunnel beneath Twin Pealcs that
opened in 1918, the street {West Portal Avenue)
and adjacent district is still dominated by the
frequent trundlings of the four Muni Metro lines
(K, L, M and T) that emerge from the subway to
run in the street median, The ride in the subway

-

Crovernment
- Board of Supervisors  Scan Elsbemd
- Btate Assembly Fiona Ma (1)
- Btate Senate Leland Yee (TN
- -._.m House Jackie Speier (D)
Area
- Toial 7 km? (2,705 sq mi)
= Land 7 km* {2.705 sq mi)
Population
- Total 2,630
- Density 3,563 7km” {9,230/sq mi)
ZIP Code 94116, 94127, 94132
Area codefs) 415

West Portal

— Meighborhood of San Francisco

o o i

Lascation within Cendral San Framgisco

Coordinates: 37°44°27.32"N 122°27'56.95"W

Ll

from West Portal to downtown/Union Square is about fifteen to twenty minutes.

West Portal lies directly adjacent to several larger San Francisco neighborhoods: the alfluent and lushly
verdant Forest Hill and St. Francis Wood neighborhoods on the east and south, Parkside (a southern sub-
district of the Sunset District) on the north, and at the western end of the Avenue, Lakeshore Village and
Merced Manor. The residential areas of the West Portal neighborhood, like several of the adjacent

htipienwikipedia.org/wiki’West Portal, San Frangisco
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districts, are unusual for San Francisco in that the homes are often detached, albeit with small yards. The
frequent fog helps keep the area green in the usually rainless summer months, and on a clear day, the
park above the tunnel provides a view of the Marin Headlands and the Farallon Islands in the Pacific.

In addition to the streetcar tunnel, West Portal's landmarks include a large movie theater, a library, a
school, churches, several restaurants and bars, a bookstore, markets, coffee shops, a bakery, professional
offices, and other shops, Despite the semi-recent appearances of larger chain stores, the many unigue
neighborhood shops give the area a distinctly smaller-city, "retro” charm. The West Portal Muni Metro
Station is located at the entrance to the Muni tunnel at the northemn end of West Portal Avenue.

1. * City Data.com (hitp://www.city-data.com/neighborhood/West-Portal -San-Franciseo-CA. html)

Retrieved from "hitp:/fen wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Portal, San Francisco"
Categories; Neighborhoods in San Francisco, California | Shopping districts and streets in the United
States | Streetcar suburbs | California road stubs

w This page was last modified on 26 September 2010 at 17:39.

m Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms
may apply. See Terms of Use for details.
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit
organization.

http:/fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/West Portal, San Francisco 10/14/2010
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West Portal
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by Richard Brandi

View of the West Partal late 1990s, looking towards the Sutro Tower.
Photo: Chris Carlsson

The West Portal shopping and residential district takes its name from the Twin
Peaks Tunnel, which ushered in streetcar service to the southeast corner of San
Francisco in 1918, MUNI streetcar service opened San Francisco's last great
wilderness to residential development. Formerly sand dunes and vegetable farms,
today West Portal is the area bounded by Portola, Kensington, Taraval, and 15th
Avenue. High guality homes on detached lots lead to rapid growth in the 1920s and
set the stage for West Portal to become the commercial and transportation hub for
the West of Twin Peaks area.



In Spanish times, West Portal was part of the land holdings of Mission de Dolores.
After the break up of the Missions, Jose de Jesus Noe was granted a 4,443 acre
ranch in 1846, called Rancho San Miguel, The ranch ran from present day UCSF in
Parnassus Heights to San Jose Avenue, south to Daly City and north to Juniper
Serra Boulevard and Forest Hill, including the area of present day West Portal, Parts
of the ranch east of Twin Peals were subdivided in the late 1800s and became Noe
Valley, Eureka Valley, Fairmont Heights, and Sunnyside.

But West Portal remained a ranch until well after the 20th Century. Adolph Sutro
bought the remnant of the original rancho in 1880 -- a 1,200-acre parcel that ran
from present day UCSF, south along Stanyan Street, up over Twin Peaks due south
roughly along present-day Ridgewood Avenue, continuing south to the Ocean View
district, then north along Junipero Serra Boulevard to the Laguna Honda reservoir.

While most of the ranch was hilly, the area that later became West Portal was
relatively flat, and Sutro rented it to Italian vegetable farmers. For the next 35
vears, the rest of Ranchoe San Miguel remained a nature preserve. Sutro's passion
for tree planting eventually covered the slopes of Mt. Sutro and Mt. Davidson as far
south as Ocean Avenue with eucalyptus.

When the rancho was put up for sale in 1909 after a contentious battle over Sutro's
will, the City was desperate to recover from the 1906 earthquake and fire. City
boosters badly wanted to compete with new subdivisions being built on the
Peninsula and in the East Bay. The Burnham plan of 1905 and the City Beautiful
Movement called for respecting the contours of the land and incorporating
landscaping into residential developments. It was no longer acceptable to pack
houses tightly together on rectangular street grids that ignored the terrain.

The first neighborhoods to be developed, St Francis Wood and Forest Hill in 1912,
were faithful to these new Ideas and were carefully designed and built as
"residential parks." Both developments prohibited commercial activities and were
made up exclusively of large homes from the Craftsman movement, the Chicago
school, the prairie style of Frank Lloyd right, the Beaux-Arts, and other styles. In
contrast, West Portal became a commercial and transportation hub with homes in a
wide variety of architectural styles.



West slde of Castro St. at Market showing the entrance to Twin Peaks Tunnel. Dec. 1922
Photo:! Greg Gaar Collection, San Francsco

The area was originally called "West Portal Park” in a vain attempt to capitallze on
the "residential park" mystique. The name didn't stick partly because of its
proximity to the tunnel entrance. Three streetcars lines (Parkside "L" line, Ingleside
"K* Line, and Oceanview "M" Line) ran through the area along a new street, West
Portal Avenue, which paralleled Portola Way, Stores and other commercial activities
were attracted to this new transit thoroughfare.

Additionally, Fernando Nelson, who bought the land and developed much of West
Portal, was not an archltect but a self-made developer. A bullder In San Francisco
since 1876, he and his sans bullt homes adjacent to newly constructed streetcar
lines in the Richmond and Sunset districts.

West Portal reflects Fernando Nelson and Sons interpretations of contemporary
designs. Their first homes, along Portola Drive, mimic the large Arts and Crafts or
Spanish style homes across the street in 5t. Francis Wood. For example, 1550
Portola Drive was completed in 1917 at a cost of $14,000, comparable in cost and
size to those selling in St Francis, (It recently listed for $1.3 million). But his later
houses follow no pattern, The 1920s was a period of tremendous variety in
architectural styles, with revivals of Colonial, Tudor, Spanish, and Italianate styles.
MNelson followed the trends including some "Marina” style homes as well,

The notable architectural exception in West Portal is the Empire Theatre designed
by Garren and Morrow In 1925, This was an imposing Mediterranean style movie
house until much of the original detailing was stripped in later years. (Irving
Morrow was the consulting architect for the Golden Gate Bridge and he and his wife



are credited for the bridge's Moderne detailing). Another exception is designed the
apartment house at 330 West Portal Avenue designed by Hermann Baumann In
1931. Baumannn was a prolific architect who built more than 400 apartment
buildings in the 1920s and 1930s throughout the Bay Area. He is especially known
for the fine detailing in the building's lobbies.

Empire Theatre, originally the Partal Theatre
Fholbo: courtesy of Richard Brandi

Although no architecturally significant structures have been designated on West
Portal Avenue, the movie theater has been a fixture since [t opened as the "Portal
Theatre" on December 26, 1925, Renamed and re-opened on October 1, 1936 as
the "Empire”, it had its single screen split into three in 1974,

By the 1930s West Portal looked largely as it does today, a line of shops and a few
apartment bulldings along West Portal Avenue surrounded by single family homes
on the side streets. The Great Depression and World War II did little to change the
character of the nelghborhood. But the post-war population boom lead traffic
engineers to plan a series of freeways that would criss-cross San Francisco,
including West Partal.

The "Western Freeway" was run north from present day [-280 along Junipero Serra
Boulevard north of Sloat where it would turn northeast and tunnel under Forest Hill
and join the Crosstown Freeway running from Glen Park Canyon. Many homes
stood in the way. Neighborhood clubs, Including the West Portal Home Owners
Assaclation, challenged the Division of Highways at a meeting on December 2, 1955
in Lincoln High School. This intensifled public concern and, along with opposition to
other freeways, lead to the famous freeway revolt by the Board of Supervisors in
1959, Although studies continued for a more few years, the freeway was dead.



But the need for better transportation led to the creation of BART in 1962, which
posed a new challenge to West Portal. BART planners wanted to dig up West Portal
Avenue so that MUNI streetcars could go underground all the way to Sloat
Boulevard. West Partal merchants and neighbors, mindful of the chaos on Market
Street during BART construction, defeated that idea.

But they were not successful in keeping the original West Portal tunnel entrance, an
imposing Beaux Art landmark that was demolished In 1976 to build the current
West Portal MUNI Metro station. The Ford administration found the facade eligible
as a National Historic Place but local West Portal merchants thought it was an
eyesore. The new station wound up costing $8.5 million, more than twice the entire
amount of the 2 1/4 mile tunnel in 1918,

Until recently, most residents were the adult offspring of the people who first
settled West Portal, giving the area one of the highest percentage of people over
age 60 in the City. The author remembers West Portal in the late 1980s with anly a
few restaurants and no coffee houses, perhaps the last "authentic” neighborhood In
San Francisco. Today, while West Portal remains a land of single-family homes, the
first generation has given way to an influx of new families with above average
incomes and higher education.

They come seeking the same amenities: good shopping, low density, convenient
MUNI service to downtown and the new housing stock (that is, relatively "new" for
San Francisco). More than two dozen eating places offer a variety of cuisines and
there are even a few national chains, including the ubiguitous Starbucks. While
Fernando Nelson didn't quite succeed in building a residential park, he did create a
charming village that endures.
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from the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society's Argonaut, Summer 2003,
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West Portal

VST Porrad Avamag 1027 -

Developed: 1810s and 19208, carvad out of the old Rancho San Miguel land grant.
Primary developer: Fernando Melson and Sons

Streetcar portal to the West of Twin Peaks section of San Francisco, West Portal acted as the staging
area for the construction of the Twin Peaks Tunnel. The best way to learm more about the
neighborhood's history and role in the growth of wastarm San Francisco is to click through our virtual
West Portal Hiztory Walk.

West Portal Articles

Arden Wood
The First Cheeech of Chiist, Sclentist selpctod the plat of land in the newly-dévelpped Wesd Portal naighborhood for s

wast codst muvsing faclity in e 19208,

Farnando Makson
Berlldey of West Povtal, Parkway Terrace, and Merced Manar

Riding Home with Willie Mays
Tom O'Tooke remembers the dey he was the luckiest ki v San Francleco,

St. Cecilla's Parish
History and memoeres of 55 Cecilia’s Cathallc Charch in the Parislde District,

Straaiwise - Dad & Bill's Might Out

http:/fwww.outsidelands.orgiwestiporial.php [O/15/2010
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Memaries of the 19505 fight against the Western Frocwaey.

Streetwiza - Up & Down West Portal
A walk an West Fortal Avenue 5 a walk down Memory Lane,

*Twin Peaks Tunnel
The Twin Paaks Tunmel connectad downiown with the west sido in 1918

Wazst of Twin Peaks
The Nelghborhoods ncluding S Francis Wood, Ingleside Terraces, Sunnyside, Salboa Tormace, Forest W, ard West

Fortal

West Poral Creameary
118 Wast Portal Avonoe

YWast Portal Elementary School
Cipss photos, Ristory, and memaries

West Poral History Walk
An historks Towr of Wost Portal Avene, 15 Web peges of hislonic photos aod taxt!

Image: Delall of map from San Francisco Chronicle arficle, Saturday, Octobar 14, 1816.

Contribute your own stories about wastam neighborhoods places!

Page launcied 13 May 2002, Updated 36 Jaunary 2005

3 Got the Son Francisco Reol Estote Scoop (@l N
SFHotBuy.com ZEPHYR
Eric Castongia 415.307.1700 Eric@SFHotBuy.com
Residencinl Soles Sbeciohst CRE Mo, 01 158380

I - 2010 Western Neighborfiood's Progect T Taraval Shredl San Fravciiog, O S4118-1953

The Weshary Melghbarfiooos Profect & a 500 {c)3) nonprodi declcatad o presesvimg and sharing the Walory of keshann San Franclsoo asiahhorboods,

hitpe/fwww, outsidelands, org/westportal . php 10/15/2010
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Main | Aot Us | Bocome & Member | Contact |
i sasich EEY

West Portal History Walk
A aza

Articlas | Events | Phatos | Video | Meighbarhonds | Paople | Places | Map | Message Boards | Shop | Resources
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West Portal - Introduction

Welcome to the "virtual® version of the West Perlal History Walk, a self- 5

guided historical tour along West Portal Avenue, With support from the gmm_”@a.qiﬁ Eﬁ.—ﬁmﬁ
California Council for the Humanities, participation from the merchants of end CREATER SAN FRAMCISOO
West Portal Avenue and a great deal of work by Richard Brandi, the walk R et
debuted in storefront windows on February 1, 2002, At

Richard is a West Portal resident and fourth-generation San Franciscan
who dug through historical collections for representative images and wrole
this briaf history of the nelghborhood.

surrounding the Wast Portal nalghborhoeod are the unigue urban
developments of Forest Hill, 5t, Francis Woaod, Balbhoa Terracea, and other
“residential parks” that were designed with prohibifiens on commercial
use, West Portal Avenue acted as the commercial strip serving these

neighborhoods.

This almost complete separation of commercial and residential districls
later bacame commonplace with the advent of true suburbs after World o F

War 1L In the selting of a major city, and with neighborhoods whose very Syt ot (s o [ gt
existence was owed to the construction of mass transportation (the Twin )

Peaks streetcar funnel), this balanced relationship between developmeants is historically significant.

We hope you enjoy yourself on this trip to one westaern neighborhood’s past!

The West Portal History Walk
Flirst stop

Index of the walk:
Introduction (Poster)

West Portal Avenue at Llloa Street, 1924

Claremont Court looking west from Portola Drive, 1916
Looking south from Edgehill, 1920

Twin Peaks Tunnel under consiruction, 1818

Twin Peaks tunnal from Claremant Avenua, 1927
West Porlal Avanue and Ullaa Straal, 1920

Straatear rall work baing done on West Portal Avenue in 18917
Wiest Partal Avenue from the air, 1935

Wiest Portal Avenue, 1928 and 1947

Empire Cinema, 1825

Shaw's lce Cream, 1840

34 West Portal Avenus, 1841

Wast Portal and Vicente, 1827

Wiest Portal and 144h Avanua, 1248

T S el 3
BNSODE-DO RN

—
o

Image: Poster of the downtown and outlying districts shaking hand through the Twin Peaks Tunnel.

hitp:/www.outsidelands.org/wp _intro.php 10/15/2010
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Courtesy of the California Historical Society

Contribute your own stories about westemn neighborhoods places.|

Pege launched 141102
3 Get the San Froncisco Real Estate Scoop (@l N

sFHotBuy.com TEFHYN

Eric Castengia 415.307.1700 Eric@SFHotBuy.com :&.
Residencal Sales Sbeciafst DRE Mo, 01 188380

B2000 - 2000 Western Nelghborfoods Frofect 300 Tarrva! Streed Son Francksco, C4 941 28-79853

The Western Meighibarhaads Profedt 5 3 SOI{ci3) nangroli dedéested o preserving and sihwaring Hee hintons of western San Francison naahbonhonos

hetpeSfweew. outsidelands. orgiwp intro.php 104152010
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ground=Moor restaesrant and retall space (dahin Ansgnosleu/Broadwsy En- that vary by location and Hime of duy
tertalnmet, LLE, 2006) o Ta £redite for rahabllitation of landmarks in Main Stread Historic District
& L Cour da 1a Ville (formerty Tuscan Towars): 21 allordable townhomes

= Shdewali Caté Design Guidelines encoorage oubdaor dining, sdding witalily
anathar B8 units proposed {Habitat for Humaniby b kbt cb:

Amenities: Future developmant:

=Cily Cenler Plaza [us =ask of city hall = Demnilewn Prachae Plas praposss highar dansity with

= Theatre Way: new pedestrlan-prisrily promenada 8~ bo I2-story rasidentlal and méxed-usse devolopment considered in down-
s Csurihouds Sqisane i

town care and east shde of El Camino Real between Brewster end Mapie.
= Fast Offes Pagaa Fiking surface pubdic parking with tho new cinema

bilock, and expanding cubdaor dining wanus

Te download audic "TODcasts™ go o mtc.ca.gov/planning/ @ For more Lransit infermation call 511 ar visit S1l.erg
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1.2. BUILDING THE VISION

The Dowiiows Precen Plad & Teesd spoa o clear Fisien of what &
MmNy Wends Duwniosn in beoome. Thés section of Book T Seceiles
the poals, principles and spacific pisces of that Bowrrdown Hision, They are
mendied i be implemeniad in o e wherehy ey uilt piecs contribimes
to the fermation of a vibaz: md begerifel oy ceaier. The Ssflondng Gaale
wnd Cnuidmip Prnciplas provide pridiocs for sctione oot specifically coverad
by the ftegnistens or Ciypdonons. The Zepaitions t-tplemeer the Firas
st in ook 11, The City Actrass o implenent fhe Fision ame in Book 0L

(B Herto e B

GOALS AND G'HIBIHG PRINCIPLES

Thie Redwood Ty eosrron ity I'I.l.l.emh.l.ﬂ:lud thits Dgwaien Pheeing FPlan
1o erchestrats pahlic azd privabe immestmaet in the Diewnires o socompdish
the Tellirirg:

AjRevive Downtewn by crealing a beaotiful and
memorable urkan distriet inlerwoven with the City's
Identity

The Precis Pian’s conviral goal 1= to restoee Doemtown as the indispensshle
b of fie Cloy where a mix of divene serviess, emvemences, experincs
ard lifiegtyle choices are provided in o oy fhee preserves Downiowe's rick
sepply of kistomic sestamcet while reneinizg sppeopnae to e social and
ecomomie condiions of ik @ de 219 Ceenrrp. The ommrnily wrads 1o
rreals § vissally appealing snd menorehlz orten. disrict That s the privseey
icomis image thet stands for Esdwood City, Tha Frecsse Plas sets clear and
dtailed smdards for quality design. of the reece and restorasion of precious
beitiares buildsgs and spoces as well a5 the cansfi] desgn and corsirachon
of new tmidings. The tuildizgs will also help Shaps the spaoss fzberwean
irde pood places that coo bo omembersd, whese pacple 2re comfimiably
Ineede thesm, mivt ooeside Socddnp ot objeets (eves if the ohjects are anractive),
Avemiety of community rehdoar plizes, prmerty wrhee, will be part of this
place-maiing and will apeafiesdale ol pesple comlmtably, mpedes of
age, moonmmic sirtos, disahdify, o ethreéoity. Thess mmseicy guedner
plis may mchide sidewalis and Hiretts, priking oty and Scilities, paeseos
med plazes, even privacized mofiops and comyands, ea well 58 Crerfuess
Saquare mid Theatre ‘W

B) Actively enconrage and promoete ihe preservation
of Redwoed City's historie resources, and redoce the
deferral of judgment on how o preserve them as muoch
a5 possible

Fathér fham mmphy hope for poesermbion, or passively encoeo pe it—the Gty
of Feadworod Gty Lrerads to e the D Precise Flas ai & f T tes!
1 Maniifes G prexies! dogree of esenvafion feasthle. Trpically, d=cisioas
o what oonpes may be mede i bislone fesvrepees ive determringd 50 0 -
by-gaae bosss, deleming jodpment oo many such metters o 2 fodurs Eme.
However, 1o provide @ seese of secrEity o S8 ool prassration: ensimmily,
IhrD'.IT'I"m.gI: Inmﬂumhnmhn:n advaroe as pozshie
The DTFP cleardy & tevelopers, mud tenants of the
Ciby's irferons Fu.r]:-:ﬂu'.-'lhnnmd.lm.nnu Ealge senge of spsides st
Shivae whi winld prefar o comgletedy remove histonic resources in onder i
maimize ey property s development poiential. The pler provides spesifie
segelaticns, up Gk, 10 thoss wisking to tuild on or near kistoric sites in as
appTaprisle mamner

C) Create a nefwork of great public open spaces

Anetweek of sueny snd comBarlie pehlic cpen tjoces, linkal 5o gach ofbes,
tamsing, jobs, and adjecens medghborhoods by siorartive mad weilshls tree-
Tired strowts. will be an importans part of makdng Diowrbown a vable urban
neightohoed, Dewalmen sarks dhould be degigned with &ig irtas confest
in mind, ard should be mezniegful, enjoyshle, ussfil spazss, Puds shaald
bé zumeroes encugh that most Dowmiown residents and workers: ars within
& Rresmrirenie walk of ene, bul foold gol be @ bege in rembe = o e
mdzrszd, & deain on sraree resoorees, of (o it e spacs pvailibles for
bousiap. Fubbc open spaces in Dewntows should come & e vanesy of fvpes
D serve Bvariery of nasd, foo as plars, pececs, playgreands, e greees,
anid small pocket parks. Thesa spares shoald be sisafed @ tusy leoaticas
that ave socesshie and fres of heriers, &nd mre sefe dne o high wisfbiling
ad “evas on Be streel.™ Fadwood Cresk shoald be utilized as 2 rateral
resoine, & puhis opest space, sad the T leg of o grees sosneetion hetireen
Dawniowa and the wetscfnont,

Iy Provide the choice of “convenience living"

A halznced and synergistin mizre of smploymen ard & @Eege of well
degiped reial and for-sale hoasivg bypes i close praxmity in sptertsnmmert,
EerlnEsats dpecial vty shofring imd pehlic dervice: Sat will be mapparied
kv and lieked tn peblic sensporision, providing “ver-ess™ azcess o other
commanriies a2 well a3 to s Jan Francisco Infemationsl Admpoct.

E} Create the entertainment center of the Feninsula

Tha combiracion of the 20-someen Candury Thewtes cinsma end e e
perfirmancss oferad by (he Fox Thestne mnd amembar of snellerenfertaimmert
vennes poeaiion Dewniown a2 one of the premier cateriainsent destiaations
of e Peiinsala. This destination &= suppocied by the opportmities ichecest

i the progrenmemg of botli Coerdioese Squre and Thesse Wy io be
astive yise aromd wrh 2 vanety of commurcty events a well 5= o place for
EVESVOIE 10 “Tomp ol " Also, & Secilities pod ot celbural venpas which
mupport end remfones enteruinment diveld be enzoaragd,

F) Create a strong employment distriel and “wvital
cemtor’™

mmmumlmuﬂ‘vﬂm"'&&uﬂﬂ-pﬁuﬂlqw
meesnps and idea exchemps thrt endance ceativity md peodoctivicy. When
ey gertings ore In alose prosmity s cafel, seatusiiy, messng Balls, acl,
high qabity pebliz taosporaSon, and ealhmel resources, o employment
digtried i epcatrd St the mosk serrkt-afine whplopees posbir,

(z) Make pedesirians the priocify

Domeztowm |5 acombiasly alkehls ofhae place, and e Divrwsloen Prosise
Plan aims domake it mote soas charge ocours. In the ev=pdod condSie: teween
el wihieler dmal pedetiroes, 1 18 Oy policy That peferina comboet,
safiery, nomvenience, and arfoyment kave priocity,

H) Integrate transit and bicyele nse

The Peesioe Flun encoarages tie creben of a mede] of sensif imepration,
fi=sateing a cooverdent tromsit saton on display i the conter {raiher tham
ot i ador) of Dowziown, sermlesly coanecied to Broadway, Courthoese
upiere, El Canitey Fasad ond adjncen) neigkborbonds, It is mimnded that it
be e well infegrated et the sedivily pafiemi, viewshed ind patasye ol
the disirict $iat the tain beoomes the primary mode of Tensporstion chosen
by the dyytime and svesing comemuting popaulations within walking d=tance
of fts syticn. In eddbon, modern srestvocy are emisicasd =5 o meas
of cormvstient ¢inailiting within Dowinosn, 48 well 41 3 way o cophed
Dewmtoreen and the Calirsin ssion S0 adieend disiricts and tramstt Tabs

Bicyeles bawe bbcmne 3 viehl: mtewative 1o e min, They me clein,

efficient, 2od peovide 2 bealdy wey fo trovel to azd fkrough the Dowrtown.

'Il'rslulrrlclcd that (ke City milegrale sions hisyels coaries, Bicycle slocape, and
bisvsk-Siendy mprovemnets m the Daowodoan.

I} Provide “just enough™ parking and create & “park-
onee and walk™ distried

It in die posl of die Doemacan Precise Plas o plan, manape med oparas
1ha cvermll supply of parkdng (soik peblic md private) in a memer that will
provide st snoupa” parking at the ripht price o seoed e peeds of peopla
living, werking 2 vz g Derasbinaty. 16 33dinon, it (& inporient o ofganise
the pariang facilitizs in reladon o Dowstren destizations and acthvites ina
rearansr St will ercale 4 "poark-iees nd walk™ (Etric). Facilitics sl be well
lit, s=sfetcally pleasing and wel muintxized a5 ae importat coepoaent of
e verall phuoek of eommunity suldeor places, Parking Mefiedes soeld
bex bocated mobresively, md shiveld neser he permimed 1o merfere witk the
rppealing sevinrom et of Dowmiown.
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Depat Cirele

DwpotCieclnisapropased rafio cirele, in the: madit o of Park aed Waskinrion
Dz, wiarch will drameticaliv sestruciure the area reound th trads stion, This
resruciering vill menafoee e ares inoe 8 Tocal poist and will areie a grod
and welcomung eeimanos fo Bedwood Cicy for mabe pagesegere. [ i alen
Indended o provide s areng coenection scross the milroad tacks tesween
the mastem and wesizm sdes of Dowmeows, Curerdly, Hrit comaesSion
Is ermviiing. Honilios Stest will be esligrad and exiendod bovard the
tmcks to El Camaan, providing & sirong webiculer aed pedestrias, eormesion
between B Coming Feal gad Se CoerBims Sqmme mee. The realigned
Hemihies: Street will comverge with on odjumed Windew Stes in a 5afSc
sirale featerieg 4 piblic opsn mpace aod & moooment. This mpace will b
locaied At e enivame asd ecil of an sxpended Brdwood Cify ain sation,
frarturing regional Calimdn service md peesibly Dembanos 5 servicn tothe
Exst By o stndewnida High Speed ol service, as well, Whes tha propoend
BITecaesr gymem is crened, Depod Circle may serve as its kb, tos, F'::"'dd'ﬂ'l:
uvizal multimodal ek,

The sreatica of Dapot Cirele is expacizd W poor in thes places, mon Skely
0 thin o

Pare I The firet phme of The develsprmmi of Depst Ticls will ose aarth
af the vadrond, on the side of fhe hestono Dowmsown Coes, wits Husadbies
Strest realipzed o 2emier an fe galevay S Seqoia Stainn, md rew
traildings foaturing groend-lessl shopfrons: eomfrnsed oo e remainhg
landd formizly ootrmied by street g ghtso fooy and serface parking lote Mo
Irvesstnient will be eoanfinaied o fngene ot buil@nps o the fmierssction of
‘Winsl e and Hamilioe firmm 2 crescest Brensed noweed (e connecting point
1o Sexjiesin Sialics, Calinin and SamTrens. The nondueace of sirests and rew
pedesian congsings will b raonlized I (he constoetion of a traffic cirde
and prehlic open spazs = ke eenier of Sie ew cipht-of way, A moammest will
feeside oviz thi spes e provide dramatic visibdiny o trein nders e well
2z from Broadusy el B Camdss Besl. This miry 5o mealized 25 pact of 2
redivelopment project on Citv-oemed parkomg Loz is the seea. To esure futers
T inltagtciue Gn be properdy acoommodated, the Ciny will coandirae
with die Calirsia JFB and Califormin High Speed Bail {HER) Aoty m
determine {ped imeiely reconfipure if geed bed the vecessary wid® of the
raikmad cght-afewey of the son plaiform. ares that wdll wltimoely et
betwesst Seqnat Statios w=d Winslow SoretBfiddlefidld Boad That width
may ukimaely reqeies the realipament of Waslew/Middeinld right-of-
way a tat furthir to $e porth. The City will work with property cwaers e

ity Boekes inslading fx Fox Theatra block, the block to the south of
ths Cinema Biock, md the Block to the west of Hemilion Swee 1o implestent
coreespindng recmafipuratioas of the biocks and propesties o 2ooommodaie
the right-nfeway realigamenis

-t

DEroT Em-:.:::.}:, Puasz 1

e e

DEroT CTRCLE, PHASE 2

B e

DeroT tﬁciﬂ, PrAsE 3

Piuege 20 Beaond, the enilneed madks wield be prade-Separsded. Ax of (his
writing. it & the City's prefermos thi Se prede spariion ke S fim
&f & covered tnmch, doe o ity bow mpact on the uibanisn of Dowmriowm,
pornizilanly with pegand W poiss, vibeetior, and zeslebtc impoch m@
sumounding properties. The prade sepamsting, induced by SR, will alss
e=bell m e iwin wietion [posmbly serving enly regicesd Calirain servce, bat
aloe possialy serving steiewids FES, msin) wheek will be ceeiesed on Tapat
Circle arsd The pedasiciam conmestion fo Saquoda Stion and Bl Comning Beal.
Thix prade-separaied milway will be carefelly desipaed i become e of
Da'-'ml-l:rrrn":‘:'f-'l_'inr eawsts. [£ 3 covered treach &= badlt, the space above shorndd
e used for Seneficiad purposes, sock pa @ prand aveans, esadl Bope, parks
i=d placis, snidkor bike paths

Plagse 1011 the awnen of Jequeia Station Shopping Center redevelop thedr
site, Homilire Street will be scended from Depet Circle 10 5] Caming Real,
ik a wide lirear park In fis camer, This wil e & waltable contection
fram B Camins tn Dapot Cizcle and the rest of e Dawmiowa Coes.

DEroT ClReLE, Exastmig CoNDITioss
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EL CAMIMNG REALIDOWRTOWN VISION PLAM

2, East-West Connectivity

Background

East-west connectivity was identified as an important isue for the Viston
IMan Area during the community outreach process. Commuity mem bers
specifically identified El Camino Real and the Caltrain tracks as barriers 1o
traveling from east to west through Menlo Park, particularly for pedestrians
and bicyclists.

During the workshop process, most people reported they liked the idea of
bicycle and pedestrian underpass of the train tracks and a plags, tentanvely
identifted at the perminms of Middle Avenue, “_..:._.._..m_..F._E_._“__. u__..u._.mﬂ with ..n.n_“_u_n.._u._..mn_.
bicycle and pedesrian crossings of El Camino Real st Middle Avenue. Figure
4 shows an artst’s rendering of the underpass and plaza. Community mem-

A .|.-|. ......-_ “ ._....ﬂ & oy .“.. . ..|.

Figure 4. Rendering of a Polential Plaza ard PedestriznBie Underpase near Fdde Avemume

City of Menlo Park 11
July |5, 2004



EL CAMING REAL/DOWINTOWMN VISIOMN PLAM

bsers also expressed an interest in improved connections between the west side
of E1 Camino Real and the truin station and Civic Center areas. There were a
variety of ideas expressed for how such connections could be improved, rang-
ing from pedestrian and bicycle underpassfoverpass 1o a grade separarion, to
putting some or all of El Camine Real underground as it goes throngh Menlo
Park. Trenching Caltrain through Menlo Park was another potential salution
dentified by communicy members,

Pedescrian and bicycle bridges over or funnels under El Camino Real were also
identified ag potential measures for improving east-west connectivity, Coe
idea was to connect taller baildings on opposite sides of El Camino Real with
bridges berween their upper floors. It was also proposed that the east and west
ardes of El Camino Real be connected underground at its intersecrion with
Santa Cruz Avenne, with significant underground parking areas ar cither end

of the pedestrian GORmECTian.

Bieyde bridpe oner major artarial

Diaring targeted outreach sesaons in Belle Haven, it waz repored that some

members of that community do not go 1o the west side of town because the

teansit connections berween the east and west are slow and infrequent, They

would like to use the train and the recrestional amenites of Burgess Park baot
X need 0o be able to access those areas of town more easily.

Given this input and preliminary analysis, it is recommended thar Menlo Park
establish the following goal and objectives o create berrer cast-west connec:

Litams:
GGoal: Provide greater east-west, town-aride connectivity,

Cibjeciives:
» Improved pedestrian/bicycle connections across the railroad tracks,
= Improved vehicular connections across saileoad tracks.

* A pedestrian/bike underpass of the railroad tracks in conjunetion with
a public park or plaza.

+ Impréved crosswalk and pedestrian/bicycle connections acress El

Camino Feal,

P R ]

fedestrian-iriendly streat crossing

12 City af Menfo Pork
iy |3 1008



EL CAMING REAL/DOWNTOWN VISION PLAN

* Strong pedestrian and bicvele connections between Diowntewsn and
Clivic Conter/Burgess Park,

It is recommended that this goal and cocresponding objectives be implemented
through the following sctions;

* Tram tracks grade separated to allow Ravenswood to run uaderneath,

* Pedestrian/bicycle nnderpass of rail in conjuncrion with a public park
or plaza at Middle Avenue {or other appropriate locasion),

* Pedestrian/bicycle underpass ar other protected crossing of train tracks
within the station area,

* El Camino Real eroming improvements at grade, including features

such as textured pavement, pedestrian refuges and count-down sgnals,

Vehioufar underpass of Calirain dracks in
Redwood City

where feasible.

* Improved connections to Civic Centers Burgess Park; incheding resolv-
ing possible conflict with grade separations.

Oiher solutions for improving cast-west connectivity, inclading the under-
grounding of Caltrain and El Camino, are not recommended for the following
reAsCNS:

* Costs of these methods are high, and it & __._.::._nnu.u.. that funding could et
be sscured during the lifespan of this Vision Plan. Pedestrianfbicycle underpass in Palo Alto

* The horizontal distance required to underground Caltrain would
require extensive new infrastructure, and likely have an offect on Cal-
train outside of the Menlo Park city limirs.

* Undergrounding Caltrain or El Camino Real would dramatically
change current block and street patvern in Menlo Park, including demo-
liien of existing buildings.

* Undergrounding Calerain could reguire deep tunneling to ensure that

San Francisguito Creek is not disturbed.

* Pedestrian and bicycle bridges are often used with less frequency than
anticipated due to the additional time required for their use. Tunnels
are often underused due to safety and lighting concerns,

n.___"_., of Menfo Park 13
|iety 1.5, 2000
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G. Train Station Arca

Backgrowmd

Community members expressed that the teain station area should be livelier
and provide something for people to do as they are waiting for the train,
During community walking tours of the Downtown, participants expressed
that the uses around the starion do not tke advantage of their location, Ewven
the generally-approved-of Menlo Center {the building housing Kepler's Books
and Café Borrone} turns its baclk on the train station and does not show mueh

of an entrance to the station area.

Given this desire of the community, it is recommiended that Benlo Park estab-
lish the following goal and objectives to promete increased activity, new uses
and plaxs spaces near the Caltrain sarion are;

Fogl: Activate the train station area.

CHbjectives:
* FExpanded housing opportunities, particularly for senioes and all seg-

ments of the workforce.

= Mew coltural institutions or similar facilities contribute to the lveliness

of this ares,
¢ Mew parking facilities in this ares are geneeally voderground.

+ A public plaza terminating Santa Cruz Avenne serves as a forecourt 1o
the station,

+  Mised-use development with active ground floor retail vses,

¢ Inecressed Caltrain service ot the Menlo Park station,

Mheed wse near transt,

City of Menls Park 23
July |5, 2083



EL CAMING REAL/IDOWNTOWN VISION PLAN

Figure % shows an artist’s rendering of the Caltrain station area including
implementarien of these objectives.

Community members have expressed concern about the coat of uadergroond
parking in this area. Underground packing would likely be provided privately
as part of a larger development project. Underground parking could also be
provided through & public/private partnership between a developer and the
City to ensure that some mumber of packing spaces would be made available

o mentbers of the public.

Figure 9, R=ndering of Fotential Station Area Developrment.

24 City of Menfo Park
by |5, 2008
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ULy ol Ouklandfpo v o and Recreation

Mows & Evenils hizrna = news & evanls =

Priss & News Releases Relatad links;
Parks & Recreation East Bay Melghborhoods: Dakland's Rockrldge - City of Cakidand
Advigory Commission Past in the San Francisca Shonicle - Copvention Canter
Citywide Events ot Manday, Felvuary 02, 2004 - Dozkiand Fire Dept
Witfer by Ghromicle Saff Wilar - Rockridge Libsary
- ZF Chranizle
E Amenities and Treasures of Cakland - &F Chronicle Articls

Crakland = Priar fo the bulding of ihe Bay Bridge n 1938, Rockridge,
locatad at the foot of the Oakland Hills betwasn Alcatraz Avenue bo the  Sign up far our Email

narth and 515t Straet o the south, and bebasen Telegraph Avenue b Howsletterl] jeo|
i wesl and Broadway 1o the east, was & sleepy neighborhaod of
coflapes and bungalows cwnad by those who prefered the gueet life ko
fhe urban busfle of San Francisco across the bay.

Tadey, many of these homas remain, and they represant some of the
mast covebad roal estabe in the Bay Area, for sevesal reasans: the
weather in this parbicular microcimate ks olten aunny and wanm; the
commuta fioen tha Rockiidge BART i5 easy; he homes on (e lealy
residential elresads have been charngly resloned; and the area’s maln
thorcughiare, Collags Avanue, is linad with almospheric cafes,
gourmel restasrants, independent baokslores and, mone and more,
antiguae shope that paopie ga out of thair way to paironiza.

Alhough somea have dendead tha naighborhood for being oo upscala,
o yuppie, Rockidge is, unike many alher gentrfied areas, alhnicaly
diverse. Aftar all, thie is sfill Caldand, the most infegrated city in the
Linited Satas. 15 rue, the anea has a chic edge. Bul il's also a placa
whene people greel each ather an the sireel, chat in ine while theay
wail for ihadr burrilos af Caciues Taguera, walk homa together from
BART. In lhe hamis] of Rockridge, a down-home feel pravalls.

Beat Time to Go

Wisakand maornings — and in Rockridge, thal mduides Fridays -- are &
greal lme 1o visit the pelghberhood. Destination cafes e Cliveto, La
Farne and Royal Coffes are buzzing with activity as locals seltie down
oep fhea _._.__ﬂ_.n___._m_ papar, coffas and decadent pasiries. Lale allamoons
Monday throwgh Saturdey are also happaning. Stroll in and o of
bouliquas, bookstores and anliguas shops, then pog info Ban-N-Nick's
for & pint of beer or & Cabé for @ k. IF you'd ke to stay for dinnar, ba
awarn thal you will have b wai al any of the baflar resiaurans.
Fortunatety, o malbar what tims you visit, parking i not & problam.
You mey have to umt around the side sireets for e spof, but you'll find
ane mone quickly fkan you would in other nelghborhoods.

Rackridpe doasn't have any tourist sights - if's just 8 reslly nice place
o lve and hang oid, However, curiows visilons maght be inleresied in
the Firestorm Community Mural Progcl. Located oulslde the Rockridge
BART siation. this colleclion of mona than 2,000 handpainted files pays
tribule Lo those who fought, 8nd those who wers loat in, tha 1991
Qakland Hills firestarm, Some of the more masing likes were crealed
by kld= who losl pets and families who wanbed to honor the firsfighters
who risked thair livas to savwe their homeas. Tha project is & baauliful
reprasemiation of the community feeling that 8 such an imgorant part
of Rockridge. Rockridge BART, H6d0 Colage Avanue, Oakland

The Rockridpe Branch Library is & partcutarly pleasant public brang,
wilh an arfbor of wisteda out front and sunny reeding rooms inalds.
G256 Colkega Avenuie at Manila, (5100 B97-6017,

Rockrigge is knawn o ils cule bungalows and abundant gardens,
Those who ere intsrasied in homea decor and gardening might take &
stroll along iks residenfial sireels, padiculady on Lawlan and Manila
bebasan Shaller 1o the wesl and Broadway o Lhe east.

hittp./fwww.oaklandnet.com/parks/mews/020204¢.asp 10/15/2010
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The San Francisco Chronicle
501 Mission Street

San Franclaco, CA 84103
(418) 7771111 Swibchbesard
{415) 545-4B16 Fax
wiwrer.slgale com

fop | conlachs | recreation canlers & {sciities | programs, clesses, and aclivilies | palicy
i 2008 Cily of Oakland Office of Parks and Recreation
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Rockridge, Oakland

Zaning

C-10 Local Retail .

F-35 Special One-Family

c-31 Special Retall

F-60/5-4 Medium High Density/Design Review
General Plan

Dark Orange Neighborhood Center Mixed Use
Orange Mixed Housing Type Residential
Blue Institutional

Yellow Detached Unit Residential
Brown Urban Residential

Red Community Commercial
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Neighborhood Housing Classifications

Four classifications are used to map the city’s primary neighborhood housing areas. The classifications reflect
budlding and landscape design, compatibility of use and form, and encourage school, community facilities,
and “correr store™ type of commercial activity, where appropriate,

The Mixed Housing Type Residential Mixed Housing Type Residential
classification is primarily used in the ald,
established nelghborhood housing areas
of Oakiand where a mix of unit types
(single family homes, townhouses, and
small reulbi-unit buildings) along with
small scale neighborhood serving

businesses are frequently found in close
praximity to each other.

IPE|(EED

Intent: The Mixed Housing Type Residential classification is intended to create, maintain, and
enhance residential areas typically located near the City's major arterials and characterized by a
mix of single family homes, townhouses, small multi-unit buildings, and neighborhood
businesses where appropriate.

Desired Character and Uses: Future development within this classification should be primarily
residential in character, with live-work types of development, small commercial enterprises,
schools, and other smail scale, compatible civic uses possible in appropriate locations,

intensity/Density: Development of single family hames, townhouses, and small multi-unit
buildings is allowed in this classification. Maximum allowable density in these areas is 30
principal units per gross acre, Within these mixed housing type neighborhoods, there exist
areas and pockets of lower density housing which should be preserved through appropriate
zorning designations. _

Policy Framework Basis for the Classification: Neighborhood Goals; Neighborhood Objectives
NZ, N3, N6, N7, NB, N10, N11 and related policies. Waterfront Ul'gEd:WE WE, W12, and refated
policies. Downtown Objectives [, D10, and miated policies.

e R T
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Welghborhood Center Mixed Use areas
support adjacent neighborhood areas by
providing distinctive and convenienthy
located mixes of retail shops, services,
housing, end public faclfities. Cakiand has
many good exampies of pedestrian-
oriented neighborhood center commercial
areas, such as Pizdmont Avenue, East 18th
Street at Lake Merritt, and Fruitvale at
International Boulevard.

CAKLAND GEKERAL PLAN | Lass st B Trauspormnon Esmmsy

Neighberhood Center Mixed Use

Intent: The Neighborhood Center Mixed Use classification is intended to identify, create,
characterized by smaller scale pedestrian-oriented, continuous street frontage with a mix of
retadl, housing, office, active open space, eating and drinking places, personal and business
services, and smaller scale educational, culbural, or entertainment uses,

Desired Character and Uses: Future development within this classification should be commercial

mmnedumthatmpeﬁaﬂﬂm—mmﬁduﬂsmmﬂry:mghhwhm&.umhm
residential with ground floor commercial,

Intensity/Density: The maximum FAR for this classification is 4.0. The maximum residenzial
density is 125 units per gross acre. Vertical integration of uses, including residential units
above street-level commercial space, is encouraged.

Policy Framework Basis for the Classification: Neighborhood Goals; Neighborhood Objectives
N1, NZ, N3, N6, NB, N9, N10, N11, and related policles. Industry and Commerce Goals;
Industry and Commerce Objectives 1/C 1, I/C 2, and I/C 3. Transportation Ohbjectives T2, T6.
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% MARKET HALL ==

Peaberry's Coffee & Tea Market Hall Caterers  Market Hall Produce  Marin Sun Farms Butcher Shop
Hapukn Fish Shop  The Pasta n_,.n_n_ Bloomies Flowers  Paol Marcus Wines  Market Hall Belkery

Bumrch
" | = About Market Hall foagle Map
T b L
= Fxpl Tipy
e Cradilg
Hirme
Eveis .
it MH Busineas Office
Klog - Beripas Appetite Information

Abetit Macket Hall Phone: sro-a50-Gono
. Fao: qen-Ene-5agy
Coaract Market Hall
Oiffiee Hors:
Floaiday - Friday

S0 AL - 500 Pl

|| Ovar Shores

Eavehank

MARKET HALL 7.

BHOP OUR OMLIKE STORE

_ Sian np for oue Mewsdatie
o _ P Anycne who byes in the Rockridge area, or has passad thisagh the Rockidgs

BART station i Morth Dakinnd, is sure 0o malice Harked Hall, The desslopers of |
Harket Hall, £ildings Sara, Tooy and Peber ‘Waaon, wamed o give the Doy area
a abemativa 1o the weakly trghs b the supermiskel, &0 they pooled thel
lalims and developed the only Eurcpess styfe mavket place in the B2y area
r?.u.n-._un_._n.?.q ks unique archiectural design as wel as tee elght individuzl
Food and fowes shops opan bo tre sdeaalk, Harket Hall & a bussing
comerstore bo the veny unique, actise, and aluring Rockridge cistrict,

Privicy by B Safafulaor bt

‘Wa're lorated af 5655 Coliege Avenue In Oiakland, CA 84615,

httpedfrockridgemarkethall. com/about-market-hall 10/14/2010
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