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May 17,2012

Via E-Mail

Robert F. Epstein

Epstein Law Firm

369-B 3rd Street #182

San Rafael, California 9490]

Re:  Proposed San Rafael Aivporvt Recreational Facility Project
(Case Nos. ZCO5-01, UP05-08, ED035-15)

Dear Mr, Epstein:

This letter is being submitted in connection with the above-referenced project, and is
directed to you in your capacity as the City Attorney for the City of San Rafacl. By way of
introduction, our firm provides legal counsel to the project applicant, San Rafael Airport, LLC,
on airpori-related matters, and has been asked to address certain issues raised in the March 9,
2012 comment letter that Mr. Tamborini, Cily of San Rafael Planning Division, received from
Mr. Ron Bolyard, an aviation planner with the California Department of Transportation, Division
of Aeronautics ("Caltrans"), regarding the referenced project. Our firm is uniquely qualified to
address Caltrans' comment letter on the project as it co-authored both the 2002 and 2011 editions
of the California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook ("Handbook"), which is referenced by
Caltrans as a source of relevant information in its letter. Further, our firm regularly provides
legal counsel on airport land use compatibility planning efforts arising from the State
Aeronautics Act (Pub. Util. Code, §21670 et seq.).

As you know, in its March 9 letter, Caltrans asked the City to "consider” information
presented in the 2011 edition of the Handbook regarding potential safety risks associated with
the project's location and proposed uses relative to San Rafael Airport, a private use airport. The
objective of this letler is 1o clarily the role of the Handbook relative o the State Acronautics Act,
and privale use airports, like San Rafael Airport.



GATZKE DILLON & BALLANCE LLP

Mr. Epstein
May 17,2012
Page 2 of 3

First, it is critical to emphasize that the provisions of the State Aeronautics Act (Pub. Utl.
Code, §21670 et scq.) that the Handbhook seeks to further are nof applicable fo private use
airports, such as San Rafacl Airport. Rather, the legislative intent associated with the operative
statutes is narrowly and expressly extended owly to public use airports. (See, e.g., Pub. Util.
Code, §§21670(2)(1) ["1t is in the public interest to provide for the orderly development of each
public use airport in this state and the area surrounding these airports sc as to premote the overall
goals and objectives of the California airport noise standards adopted pursuant to Section 21669
and to prevent the creation of new noise and safety problems."], 21675 [authorizing preparation
of airport land use compatibility plans for public usc and military airports only].) In other words,
the Handhook is to be ntilized by airport land use commissions and local land usc jurisdictions to
plan for development in areas surrounding public, not privatc, usc airports.

The inapplicability of the State Aeronautics Act's airport land use planning conslruct to
private usc airports, such as San Ralael Airport, is also reflected in the March 9 letler from
Caltrans. In that letter, Caltrans recognizes that, because the San Rafael Airport is not a public
use airport, the City is not subject to the same parameters established for airport land use
commissions with jurisdiction over public use airports. Rather, the March 9 letter simply
requests that the City use the Jandbook's safety recommendations as "guidance” and that the
City "consider" the information provided.

The tailored ficld of interest cstablished in the State Aeronautics Act also is expressly
recognized by the Handbook: "personal use airports [such like San Rafaci Airport] are wmot
subject to the Handhook." (Handbook, p. 3-28; italics added.) As such, the Handbook notes that
airport land use compatibility planning efforts for private use airports fall to local governments,
such as the City. (/bid.) Instead of mandating utilization of the criteria presented in the
Handbook at private use aitports, the Handbook simply recommends that local government
consider the safety guidance provided in Chapter 4 when preparing general or specific plans for
areas in the vicinity of such airports. (Jﬂinr‘d.)l

Here the City has complied with the Handbook's recommendation by considering the
pertinent safety guidance through the completion of an in-depth, project-specific safety review
that is based on project conditions and airport-specific circumstances, including tlight patterns,
number of operations, and types of aircraft. An entire chapter of the project's Final
Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") is dedicated to this analysis. The inclusion of this analysis
in the Final EIR exceeds the requircments of the California Environmental Quality Act, which

: Relatedly, although the Handbook can be treated as an advisory and guidance document

in this regard (as suggested in the Handbook and Caltrans' March 9 letter), the Handbook has no
regulatory effect in and of itself, as it was not adopted pursuant to California's Administrative
Procedures Act (Gov. Code, §11340 et seq.).
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only requires that the Handbook be utilized as a "technical resource” when assessing the impacts
of projects located within the vicinity of public use airports. (See Pub. Resources Code,
§21096(a); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §15154(a).)

The results of the Final EIR's analysis are summarized atl length on pages 24 through 33
of the January 24, 2012 Planning Commission Report for the proposed project. Additionally,
those results have been re-enforced in the May 3, 2012 letter report of Mead & Hunt, an
established aviation consulting firm that co-authored the 2002 and 2011 editions of the
Hendbook, and is qualified to make project-related safety determinations arising from the site's
proximity rclative to the airport runway. In short, the record of proceedings before the City
contains substantial evidence showing that the proposed project is consistent with the
Handbook's usage intensity Hmits, and would not result in a people-per-acre total in excess of the
Handbook's recommendations; as such, the project does not present any airport-related safety
concerns.

In closing, 1 hope this letter has provided information that is responsive to Caltrans'
March 9 letter and instructive on the relevance of the State Aeronautics Act's airport land use
compatibility planning construct relative to private use airports like San Rafael Airport. Please
do not hesitate to call me — al 760.431.9501 — il you have any queslions regarding the
information presenled above. Thank you very much for your time and consideration of this
letter,

Very truly yours,

Lori D. Ballancc

of
Gatzke Dillon & Ballance LLP

LDB:rlf

ces Robert Herbst, Manager, San Rafael Airport
Kraig ‘Tambornini, Project Planner, City of San Rafael



May 19, 2012

Chair Viktoriya Wise and Commissioners
City of San Rafael Planning Commission
1400 5" Avenue

San Rafael, CA 84901

Dear Chair Wise and Planning Commissioners,

All levels of government that serve our youth in California continue to reduce their
financial support for the education of our students. Whether in the class room or the playing field,
doilars continue to disappear for our children's education and development.

| am writing to the planning commission to urge you to support the development of the
San Rafael Sports Cenier. Sports and the opportunity for our school children fo participate in
them s part of the educational process. First of all, it provides an outlat for both boys and girls fo
develop skills, participate in a team environment, as well as exercise, Skills obtained in the
process of playing sports, such as developing concentration, are rewarding as one can sea the
davelopment of their skills with hard work and pracfice.
This same model is applicable in classroom work as well, The participation and team wark is a
critical part of learning; i.e., respect for others, sharing resources, and the cpporiunity to develop
camaraderie with one's peers. We are all aware of thie projections ihat have been made
regarding the growth in childhood cbesity and the life time illness than can result from obesity.
Obviously participation in sports will provide our youth with the exercise that should mitigate

obesity.

On a personal note, | have had the opporiunity to get to know and work with Mr. Joe
Shekou, the airport owner and project sponsor. He is an honorable man, a man who loves
America and is proud to be an American. | have seen firsthand his philanthropy towards the City
of 8an Rafael. Over the years he has made substantial contributions to our police and fire
departments which have been used fo fund training and purchase equipment. He has been a
longtime supporter of local recreation, and made a substantial contributien for the new building at
Pickleweed Park Community Center. He fully undersiood and supposted the need for all that the
complex offers, such as knowledge from a library, a development of computer skills, classrooms
for educational purposes, as well as recreationai uses.

I know that the commission will treat this applicant fairly; [ also know you will listen with
an open mind to those who may choose to oppose this project. Alll ask is that you address
reasonable concerns in a reasonable manner.

There is county-wide support for the use at this site. Mclnnis Park across the cresk is a
couniy-wide facility that is overworked with use. Ouwr youth and adults who use this facility
deserve the opportunity to have additional playing venues that are sorely needed in Marin
Couniy. After all, that is why past planning commissions and past cily councils advocated for
recreational use on this property and zoned It accordingly.

The San Rafael airport site is one that is zoned for the use before you. There is no
question for the need of such a facility. This is a facility that is fully fundad by private enterprise.
In the foreseeable and long-term future, public funding for such a facility to say the least is highly

uniikely.

This is a legacy project and one that will benefit youths and adulis for years to come, and
I urge you o approve it.

Very fruly yours,

0T

Al Boro
San Rafael Mayor 1991-2011

cc Mayor Phillips and City Council



May 3, 2012

Dear Mayor Phillips and Fellow San Rafael Council Members,

I am writing this letter in support of the “San Rafael Airport - Soccer Complex
Project”. This project is vital to the needs of the comnumity and exactly what we called
for in the General Plan to build the recreaiion we need without one dime of taxpayer
funds.

While a member of the San Rafael Planning Commission and later the City
Council, recreation facilities and playing fields were always a need that we were unable
to address, due to a lack of funding and also available locations. That is one of the
reasons we voted to rezone the-airport property for airport and recreational use. This is a
unique opportunity to, utilize land already zoned for recreational ase combined with
private funding and provide a valuable asset to the community direcily adjacent to
another valuable recreational asset Melnnis Park.

The number of playing fields for all sports has been a problem for decades and
continues to be a problem. I have lived in San Rafael for 48 years and my wife and I
raised two daughters here. When we first moved to San Rafael I became involved in
Little League Bascball as a coach and [ater as my daughters got old enough I coached
Dixie Softball, San Rafacl Girls Softball, and Terra Linda High School Sofiball. Both my
daughters played Soccer/Softball and the lack of fields was also a problem then and has

only intensified.

In fact, over the years I helped organize the community to build additional playing
fields because the need was so great. Prior to 1994 the Terra Linda High School Softball
Team did not have a field of their own. They had to use the fields ai Bernard Hoffman for
daily practice, which they had to share with San Rafael Girls Softball. This was
extremely difficult as the girls had to walk from TL to Bernard Hoffman afier school,
arriving somewhere between 3:45 PM, practice would begin at 4:00 PM and end
prompily at 5:00 PM because we had to give the field to San Rafael Girls Softball.
Neither entity had a chance to practice properly. TL had o rent a field at McInnis Park to
play their Home games. The parents had to transport the players from the school to the
games, as the coaches were not allowed to transport the players and the School District
did not have enough money to pay for transportation. The end result was that | requested
the TL Boosters Club to build a field next to T L High School. The Boosters Club did not
have funding and as Mayor Phillips may remember he challenged me io build a field.
With the help of the Petaluma National Guard, local businesses and volunteers who
provided labor and materials I was able to build the field.

The Soccer complex will be a valuable asset to the youth and younger adults of our
community, It will provide them the opportunity to be involved in a sport that has



become extremely popular through out the past decade and involve them in team sports
rather than gangs. Sports teaches young people about teamwork, regulations and
interactions with others. It will hopefully reduce the amount of time spent on video
games, TV, texting ete. and instead provide exercise that will help fight obesity, which is
becoming so prevalent in our young people today. These are all concerns that we read or
hear about every day.

Please do not listen to the opponents, who object to every project that isn’t directly
involved with wildlife or iis habitat or their own interests. They are spending billions of
taxpayer dollars to reestablish wetlands habitat ihroughout the Bay Area, which I agiee
with and is commendable, however, how about leiting someone provide a worthwhile
project for our youth and young adults. Do not let the same thing happen to this project
that happened to George Lucas on the Grady Property.

[ sirongly urge you to approve this project as it will prove to be an asset to our
youth and the community as a whole.

Very truly yours,

AK

Former San Rafael Planning Commigsioner & City Councilmember
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March 1, 2012

Mavyor Gary Phillips and City Council

Chair Victoriva Wise and Planning Commission
City of San Rafael

1400 Fifth Avenue

San Rafael, CA 94915

Re: Proposed Sports Complex in San Rafael
Dear Mayor Phillips, Councll Members and Commissioners:

On behalf of the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors we are writing to voice our strong
support for the proposed San Rafael Sports Complex. The San Rafael Chamber currently represents
more than 550 businesses with over 11,000 employees.

The proposal is extremely beneficial not just to San Rafael but to alf of Marin County and its residents. It
fills 3 vast and immediate need for sports fields in extremely high demand by San Rafaei and Marin
County residents.

San Rafael and Marin County residents benefit from building an indoor recreation building and new
sports fields in San Rafael. This project will increase our community's quality of life creating a healthier
community, physically and economically. This facility will be a resource for residents of all ages-seniors
parents and kids. Our city will benefit from new jobs and local sales tax revenues.

The San Rafael Sports Complex addresses these very concerns of health and fitness for our young
children, teenagers and adults, and provides recreation opportunities for the entire family. Recreation
facilities are a big part of keeping a community healthy, vibrant and a desirable place to live, and this
facility will be a positive influence for the citizens of San Rafael and all of Marin.

The San Rafael Sports Complex wili be 2 community asset to the City of San Rafael and will generate
sales tax for the City and increase the pool of local jobs, especially jobs for teenagers and young adults.
In addition, local restaurants in the North San Rafael area will likely see an increase in business from all
the new families visiting the area, particularly on weekends.

Marin County residents deserve a high quality of life. Providing good quality parks and recreation
facilities is one way local government enhances the quality of life for its residents. For soccer alone,
there are over 6,000 Marin youth playing on 500+ teams and another 4,000 adults on 300+ teams - ALL
fighting for less than 50 fields in the entire county. Marin suffers from a field shortage that this project
addresses for our residents.

Both the San Rafael and Marin County General Plans recognize the importance of this issue and have
called for the creation of additional cost-effective all-weather fields and indoor recreational facilities to

compat these existing shortages and problems.

817 Mission Avenue | San Rafael, CA 94901 | (415) 454-4163 | FAX: (415) 454-7039
www.SRChamber.com
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Sax Raragr Unamuew of Commence

The San Rafael Sparts Complex is the exact kind of project San Rafael’s General Plan calls for and will greatly assist
the city in meeting its goals:

o PR-4. Provide opportunities for recreational activities for boys and girls, teens, and adults
through the creation of additionai facilities such as fields for active sports.

e PR-4a. All Weather Fields: Provide cost-effective ali-weather fields to optimize year round use
of community sports facilities.

e  PR-13. Commercial Recreation. Encourage private sector development of commercial
recreational facilities open to the general public,

e PR-14. Amateur Multi-Sport Athletic Fields. Strive for the development of publicly or privately funded,
large multi-sport athletic field clusters to address the needs of the community.

The San Rafael Sports Complex will allow many different sports groups year round access to indoor and
outdoor facilities as well as many great programs, classes and activities.

The San Rafael Sport Complex project also addresses several important Green Attributes:

o Praoject fully complies with City”’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy for new projects

o Building a LEED Gold certifted facility

« 100% powered by solar panels

e includes ample bicycle parking and designated Clean Air Vehicle parking

o includes Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

e FieldTurf synthetic turf eliminates need for watering field or applying harmful
pesticides/herbicides

In conclusion, the San Rafael Sports Complex project has endorsements that, in total represent over
10,000 Marin families. Please add that list the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce 550 businesses
representing over 11,000 employees. The San Rafael Chamber of Commerce believes that a healthy
business community is invaluable to the community as a whele. We urge your approvat of tha San
Rafael Sports Complex as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Rick Wells
President and CEO

cc: Chamber Board of Directors
City Manager and City Staff, Planning Dept.

817 Mission Avenue | San Rafael, CA 94901 | {415} 454-4163 [ FAX: {415) 454-7032
www.SRChamber.com
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To City of San Rafael:

As coaching director of the San Rafael Youth Soccer League, 1 represent over 1,000 San Rafael
youth soceer players and their families. To say that this project is desperately needed is an
understatement.

We arc appalled at both the lack of available playing fields as well as the dangerous ficld
conditions on which our kids currently play. Our playing fields are shut dowa for 6+ months
out of the year and there is not one single field in the city of San Rafael fields that has lights
for saceer play. In the past 20-25 years, only the two new fields at Pickleweed Park have
been created to take care of the total overall soccer and others sports field demands and those
Pickleweed fields are currently closed for over a year!

This present situation cannot be sustained without a severe deteration in the quality of our overall

league. Under the present situation, our league cannot grow and we cannot continue to provide

such poor quality conditions and expect our players to have fun, improve their skills, compete |
with other leagues and stay with this great sport.

The proposed San Rafael sports facility would be a godsend for our league and our players and
families will benefit tremendously from having this facility in our city. It will allow our kids and
adults to play year-round on perfect, grass-like playing fields and reduce the tremendous time
and financial burdens we currentty have to travel around the bay area just to find quality fields

and facilities for our kids.

The indoor game is different than outdoor soccer in that the fields are much smaller with fewer
players on the field. The ball does not go out of bounds very often so play is continuous. This
provides our kids with many more touches on the ball, which quickly increasing their technical
skills and the kids don’t even realize the incredible amount of fitness they are getting by playing
small sided soccer because they are having so much fun doing ii.



Also, both the kids and parents who have previously experienced this type of sports center love
the overall fantastic soccer and social atmosphere that this kind of facility will provide. Gur
teams and parenis will aiways have a great meeting place, there will never be rainouts and this
facifity will become the central hub of our local soccer and sports community. | am also sure that
many of our adult parents will also play at the facility.

The outdeor synthetic field with lights is absolutely crucial for vs. The will allow our teams to
have an all-weather field to train on year-round, especially in the winter/spring early evening
hours when all of our fields are closed and it gets dark so early.

The combination of having the indoor fields and this outdoor ficld with lights is exactly what
San Rafael Youth Soccer needs and we wholeheartedly en ¢ this facility! With the severe
field shortage in our city and no other options for us on the horizon, please take advantage of this
opportunity to have such a fantastic facility be built in a perfect tocation at NO COST to the city

or taxpayers.

This is truly a gift for our citizens and should be passed quickly. Quité frankly, it should have
been passed years ago. If you fruly care about our community, its kids and your legacy as
pelicy makers, please do the right thing. Our soccer and sports community is sick and tired of
ridiculous and non-existent environmental and other issues that are used by certain individuals
and environmental groups that get taken more seriously than the well being of our family’s

health and happincss.

Sincerely, "\’*"“Z/L —

Steven Sosa, /A,?y

Coaching Director. San Rafael Youth Soccer League



San Rafael Planning Commission,

Dixie Soccer Youth Soccer Association is a recreational based program serving primarily
the area that comprises the Dixie School district. We have a very robust program for
children from ages five to nineteen with an average annual enrollment of 800 to 1,000

players.

As with other local soccer programs, our biggest challenge is providing sufficient safe
fields for both practices and games. We currently rely on the various school fields but
they are often in poor condition due to weather and over-use and as a result we have to

limit our programs.

We are writing to you today to express our support for the proposed Airport Sports
Complex. We think this is in the best interest of the community and it will be a great
benefit to promoting youth sports. We encourage the planning Commission to approve

this project.

Sincerely,

Glenn Cooper
Vice President
Dixie Youth Soccer Association.



January 2012

San Rafael Planning Commission,

The Ross Valley Youth Soccer Club is a recreational based program serving the towns of
San Anselmo, Ross, Kentfield, Greenbrae and Corte Madera. We have a very robust
program for children from ages seven to nineteen with an average annual enrollment of
around 400 players. RVYSC is also an important feeder program for the Central Marin
and Marin FC competitive soccer programs.

As a board members, parents, former coaches and players, we feel qualified to make a
rather blanket statement about the playing fields in Marin.

“When compared to the rest of Northern California, the quality and availability of our
current facilities are sorely lacking.”

Although we live in an area that many would consider the ultimate spot to live in
Northern California, many of the fields that our children play on are not on par with our
neighboring counties and beyond. We currently rely on the various school fields but they
are often in poor condition due to weather and over-use and as a result we have to limit
our programs. There are obvious geographical, environmental and economic limitations
to what we can and cannot create in Marin. Therefore, when an opportunity to build a
state-of-the-art facility comes along, which overcomes these limitations, we should

embrace it.

We are writing to you today to express our support for the proposed San Rafael Sports
Complex. We think this is in the best interest of the community and it will be a great
benefit to promoting not only soccer, but youth sports in general. We encourage the
Planning Commission to approve this project.

Sincerely,

Chris Livermore
President

Paul Herzog
Ex-President / Board Member

Ross Valley Youth Soccer Club
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November 14, 2011

San Rafasl, Planning Commissianers,

Thank you for the epportunity 1o volce our support for the Recreation Facility;

The Central Marin Soccer and other youth soccer clubs are very excited about the potential for this facility. When it was last st the
Design Review hearings many years ago | spoke as President of SRYSC. Now, as the President of Central Maiin Soccer Club § wish fo
repeal my presentation ta the Planning Commission and Gdy Council.

Marin is extrernely lacking in quality Sporis facilities for its youth, and soccer, as well as other sporis in the Central Marin aree,
continuously struggling fo obtain access to fields, particularly during late fall and winter months, We work closely with the San Rafael
Recreation Dept. and Pickleweed fields, which unforiunately are over used and need to be replaced with all weather fislds, and all of the
school distiets, which provide us field space. However if you venture outside of Marin you realize that this very wealthy County has a
dearth of quality sports faciliies in comparison to similar communities. We consisfently have to cancel and reschedule games due to
inclimate weather, 1o protect our limited fields. Compared fo other communities In Northern California, Marin hes a great deal of natural
open space but extremely limited recreational factlities. Toward the goal of providing mare sporis facllities for the youth in our County

and in San Rafael:

The Thres Recreation Programs: Dixie (Terra Linda), San Rafael Youth Soccer and the Ross Vafley Youth Socesr Glubs have
approximately 2,000 playera and Central Marin has 4Q0 players for a total of 2400 saceer players in the Central Marin Area. This does

not mclude other sports.

~ The Cenfral Marin Soccer Club, which includes over 400 familles, wholeheartedly supporis the proposed facility and we hope that it
could be even be enlarged and include additional outdoor fiskds In the future. Our Central Marin Club's Budget for Field rentals this year
is approx. $37,000. We know that all the fields are impacted, overbooked or aver-used or both. To this { would like fo add these points:

- 1 understand that residents are concernad over parking and traffic; however as an archifect who alsa proposes developments where
parking and iraffic are an issue, | typically find that once built, parking and traffic are never as bad as people envision and often
adjacent residents find that it is a positive to live nearby a facility which is viewed as an Imponiant part of many peoples everyday lives.

- Projects such as this often adds value to a surrounding reighborhood, as hew young homaowners often look for these types of
recreational activities for thelr younger children. Just because some resldents have grown out of their children’s recreational program
years, does noft mean that we should not continue to provide new opportunities for our youth.,

- And as San Ralsel and Marin County have limited funds, it is fantastic that a private organization would provide the facility, which |
would like the City of San Rafael and the County of Marin fo provide. i this applicant cannot provide the facifity | would ask the City of
San Rafael and the County of Marin to step up and provide the Tacility for our youth.

- They want nothing fo changs and that is rot the promise ofavacaniairsb-ipuran empty industrial area. This Is not a natural area.
We have a great deal of beauiiful natural areas; and we have a shorage of sporting opperiunities. -

And please note: that as a resident of San Rafael in the Gerstle Park Neighborhood | understand that neighborhoods are concemed
about traffic and noisa eto.; However | support baseball at Albert Park, a project in my neighbothood; because l believe that this is for
the greater goad of my larger San Rafae! Community.

So please do not let concerned nelghbors whom feel that if they yell and scream and threalen a lawsuiis, they can prevent the
Commission from supporting this and many other important communily asset projects. Itis imporiant to think of the many and not only

the few when maldng such an imporiant decision.

Our Glub and mysel, as a resident of San Rafael for many years, wholeheartedly support this proposal for the sports facility, and hope
thai the City and County work with the operators te even expand it furiher in the fulure. ;

Thank you for this oppariunity,

‘% : gf Rick Williams, President

Central Marin Soccer Club . 508 D Street, San Rafael, CA.94901




February 14, 2012

San Ratael Plarming Commission,

The Marin Coed Soccer League is a recreational adult soccer league that was established
in 1986. We have twelve teams thai play in both the Spring and Fall. Some 200 to 300
participants play with us cach year. Unfortunately, we routinely have to turn away
interested players since we cannot find cnough feld time to allow us to add additional
teams. At the moment, we bave still not found ali of the field time we will need for our
upcoming Spring season. Most of the available ficlds in the county ate over-used, and as
a vesult, they are often in poor condition. This affects the quality of play, but more
mportantly, can result in dangerous conditions for the players.

The San Rafae! Alrpoil Sporis Complex will significantly improve this situation for our
teague amd others, due (o ils inclusion of 2 lighted, all-weather artificial turf figld, This
Deld could support up to about 14 adult matches or 18 to 20 youth matches each weckend
throughout the year.

O league supports the development of the San Rafael Airport Sports Complex, and we
ask ihat you approve this projecl. We believe it would be of significant benefit {0 our
conununity.

Rob treson
Coordinator, Marin Coed Soceer League
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MARIN SOCCER LEAGUE

P. O. Box 849
Larkspur, CA 94977

November 21, 2011

San Rafael Planning Cominission
San Rafael, CA

Ladies and gentlemen:
As the president of the Marin Soccer League, an adult league that has been in existence for

over 50 years, 1 represent approximately 800 adult soccer players. As a Marin resident for
over 35 years, I have attempted to improve the playing fields in Marin during that time
without success, due largely to the limited funds available to the county and the
municipalities. To date the fields at McInnis Park are the only venue where adult soccer
players have regular.access to playing fields, however, overuse makes these natural grass
fields very dangerous to play on. Hence, the San Rafael Airport Sports Complex with their
artificial turf fields will greatly enhance our ability to enjoy the sport we love. In addition
to the adult leagues, the facility will also be able to host youth activities, as well as having

a location to enjoy food and entertainment.

We wholeheartedly endorse this project and encourage the San Rafael Planning
Commission to approve its request!

Very truly yours,

U

Karl Buder
President
Marin Soccer League



January 5, 2012

City of S8an Rafael Planning Commission: >
I am writing to youen support of the Marin Indoor Outdoor Soccer Facility
that is being proposed at Mg Innis Park.

The league that I manage has 38 teams and over 860 players with several
different levels. As president of the league, the leagne and I'fully endorse
this soccer facility and the chance to have it here in Marin.

There is such a shortage of soccer fields in Marin especially in the winter
time when all of the fields are closed. Pickle Weed is currently closed and
will not be open for the entire winter. This facility will allow all of our
soceer enthusiasts to stay in shape and play all year round.

Not only will the facility allow us to recreate throughout the year it will help
to keep our kids off the streets and will give them a safe place to go and be

productive.

Socecer is huge part of our culture and we are very passionate about the
game. It’s not just the players that enjoy the game but our families enjoy the
social atmosphere that goes along with the sport.

A facility like this will provide opportunities for Hispanic kids and families
to play and socialize together, and with the greater community as well as
provide job opporfunities.

Please fee] free to contact me with aﬁy questions.
(415) 716-9977 or dadadicadiazcal@yahoo.com

Latin Soccer League Preszdent
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Kraig Tambornini
Senior Planner

City ol San Rafael
1400 Fifth Avenue
San Rafael, CA 94901

Febeuary 9. 2012
Dear My. Tambornini.

Please accept this letter from the Marin Women's Soccer League (MWSL) in support ot the
development of the indoor soccer complex at the San Rafael airport. The MWSL has been in
existence since 1996 and represents over 250 adult women players. Qur members are not onty
players but many are also parents of soccer playing children.

In the past twenly-five years Marin. like everywhere else in America, has been hit by the boom
in sports participation by girls and adults, and by the astounding increase in the popularity in
soccer. This can be seen in our own league as we grew from six teams in one division to 13
teams in two divisions (all-age and an Over 33 divisions) today.

Although no one doubts the intrinsic value of those societal changes, they ve also resulted in
acute playing-field shortages in Marin, where most field complexes were buili 30 to 30 years
ago. The National Recreation and Park Association guideline for per capita soceer fields is one
feld per 20,000 people. According to the Marin Countywide Plan adopted in 2007, Marin
currently has 1 soccer field per 31,000 residents.

The proposed facility will also include indoor fields that are desperately needed in Marin.
Currently, oty members must travel to Alameda or Santa Rosa to utilize actual indoor soccer
fields or must compele with youth volleyball and basketball to gel access to local gymnasiums.

With this apparent shortage throughout our community it is imperative to make this complex ¢
veality. With the land situation in Marin, the space fo build such a community gathering place is
quickly disappearing. Marin Women's Soccer League therefore will support this complex on
every level possible. It will be a true injustice to our overall community if this opportunity is
thwarted as projects in the past have been.
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7 Zaida Aronovsky
President
Marin Women’s Soccer League
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To Whom Tt May Concern:

it is the determination of Footbalt Club Marin, its members, and suppocters fo fily
support with unbeidied enthbusiasm the crestion of the indvor/outdoor soccer complex
proposcd on the sbipart property adiacent vo Mefns Parke We represent the Funilies
ofover 100 kids, 100 individual adult players, and 400 supperiers of our organization.
Persenally, as President of Chab Marin, a coasvliani for the Marin Athletic Coslition,
and member of the 2020 Vision for San Rathel’s General Plan, it is cleady
vnderstood by ourcontingoney how dive the need is o such a facilily To owr
convnunity, Cuasrently, all kids and adulis aic ttaveling on mid-week uights {o
aovthern Sanda Rosa, Valejo, and Alameda to be able o play i1 such a complex as
proposed {o the ¢ity of San Rafael,

The cxperience of our supporters goes back decades watching the long ond
unsuccessiul upporiuntties fosl with the Mavin Athletic Coalition™s proposal’s on
Hamilten AFR, St Vineont's, sud (he Silveira’s properties. It has been made clear
this may be the last opporiinity for owr county, ¢ity, snd eonhuunity o have 8 nueh
desired and necded faeilivy,

tn the past twenuy-five years Marin, lke everywhere else in America, bas beea hil by
the boom in sporls parlicipation by girls and adults {especially women), and by the
astounding increase in the popularity in soceer. Although no one doulns the intrinsic
value of those secietal changes, they ve also yesulted in acute playing-lield shostapes
in Marin, where moesr {leld complexes were built 30 1o 30 years apo.

Buck then, an athletic complex usually comprised of g fouiball Reld with a
surrotnding teack. a baseball diamond and probably an cxira field where the fuotball
teant colld practice. Soccer wams didn’ even exist

With this apparcnt shoriage throughou! ovr community i is Imparative (o make (his
complex a veaiity. With the land siwation in Marin the space o build such a
cumimimily geihering plave ts guickly disappearivg. Football Club Murin thevefore
will support this complex on every level possible. 1t will be a trae injustice to our
overall community 1 this opportonily is diwarted as projects in ithe past have been.

Sincerely, o
- e
i A Py
O e

Highe (¥Sullivan
Presidfnt Club Marin
20240 Vision, Ban Rafael Ceneral Plaw
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MaRrIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

3301 Clvic Cenrer Drive. Room 145, San Rafed, TA 94003

ROBERT T, DOYLI:
Sherilr - Coroner
TIMOTHY L LITVLE
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March 21, 2012

The F Imwmhlu Gary Phillips
1400 5™ Avenue
San Rafacl, CA 94901

Dear Mayor P h%@“«

I am writing 1o urge your supporl for the 8porls Complex proposed at the Smith Ranch
Road Airport.

In the 1990%s 1 was a Board member for Novalo Youth Soccer for several years, At that
tinie adequalte fields did not exist for adult and youth soceer in Marin County and I still

believe that to be the case, The Sports Complex would add to the existing inventory of
fields and it would be a wonderful oppottunity to have this facility.

The Sparts Complex will provide indoor and outdoor soccer fields along with ficld
areas for baschall and gymnastics training. What a gilt, a privately funded athletic
facility not at the taxpayers' expense,

Funderstand people have expressed their concerns about the service of aleohol at the
Sports Complex. [ know of both the people who will be managing the sale of beer and
wiite. This will take place at the Café located on the second floor, in a different location
than the fields. They munage other facilities that serve afcohol and to my knowledge
they huve never received any alcohol-related complaints.

Additionally, as an Advisory Board Member (o Fight Crime: Invest in Kids Calilormin;
we know that providing opportunities for youth outside normal school hours reduces the
likelihood of anti-social behavior, The Sports Complex would contribute to fulure
guccesses.

On a personal nede for 30 years 1 lived in Novaloe adjacent to the soccer 1iclds at Novalo
High School. The field was ysed year round by adult and youlh svceer. Ta me il
scemed that the traffic and noise level were in the normal range when less than one (ield
wiis being used by the High School.

“In Partuership with our Conmunities”
wwsemarinsheriilorg WWWLCONDLIN.CLUS
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