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FIRE COMMISSION BYLAWS 
 

ARTICLE I.  NAME AND PURPOSE 
 
Section 1.1.  Name.  The name of this body shall be the City of San Rafael Fire 
Commission, hereinafter referred to as the “Commission.” 
 
Section 1.2.  Purpose.  The purpose of the Fire Commission is to advise and support 
the goals and objectives of the San Rafael Fire Department as articulated by the Fire 
Chief. 

Section 1.3.  Commission Responsibility.  The Commission’s authority is advisory 
only.  The Fire Commission has no power to act on behalf of the City of San Rafael or 
any other entity.   
 
Subject to the direction and control of the city council, as provided in Section 2.04.030 of 
the San Rafael Municipal Code, the powers and duties of the Fire Commission shall be: 
 

1. To review and recommend concerning the future needs of the fire department in 
respect to long-range capital needs, including buildings, training facilities, and 
water mains and hydrant replacements; 

 
2. To review the relationship of the fire department with other governmental agencies 

and private entities concerning topics which the commission feels present a true 
and pressing need for the city's fire service, i.e., mutual aid and the fire rating 
system of the Independent Insurance Office; 

 
3. To recommend to the fire chief and the city council action concerning initial 

adoption and future amendments to the fire prevention code, the building code, 
and other such ordinances which pertain to the prevention of fires within the 
community; 

 
4. To receive monthly reports from the department head concerning the general 

operations and functions of the department; 
 

5. To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the city council. 
 

ARTICLE II.  MEMBERSHIP 
 
Section 2.1.  Number of Members.  The Commission shall consist of five (5) members, 
one of which may be a Councilmember.  The City Council has the authority to appoint 
alternates as needed. The Chief of the fire department shall be an ex officio member of 
the Commission but shall not be entitled to vote as a member of the Commission.  
 
Section 2.2.  Eligibility.  Commissioners shall be residents of the city of San Rafael. 
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Section 2.3. Appointment of Commissioners.  Commissioners shall be appointed by 
the City Council. Appointments shall be published on the website for the City of San 
Rafael in accordance with Government Code Section 54973, as amended from time to 
time. 
 
Section 2.4.  Terms of Appointment.  Each Commissioner shall serve a term of four (4) 
years. An effort will be made to ensure that the terms are staggered, and not all of the 
appointments expire in the same year.   
 
Section 2.5. Term Limits. Commissioners shall be limited to two (2) consecutive four-
year terms. Additional terms may be served if there is a break between terms. 
 
Section 2.6.  Absence and Removal.  An unexcused absence from two (2) consecutive 
Commission meetings without notification to the Staff Liaison shall be considered a 
voluntary resignation from the Commission. Previously dismissed Commissioners may 
be eligible for reappointment to the Commission. Commissioners shall be subject to 
removal by the affirmative vote of three members of the city council. 
 
Section 2.7.  Compensation.  Commissioners serve without compensation. 
 

ARTICLE III.  MEETINGS 
 
Section 3.1. Time and date of Regular Meeting.  Notification of meeting place, date, 
and time shall be rendered to the public through posting on the City of San Rafael website.  
The Commission shall meet once per month, unless there is no business to conduct, and 
shall be scheduled annually. The schedule for the upcoming year will be set by December 
of the previous year. 


